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RESTON MASTER PLAN SPECIAL STUDY  
TASK FORCE  
June 8, 2010 

 
Task Force Meeting  
South Lakes High School 
 
Meeting Summary  
 
 
 
 
7:15 p.m. Joe Stowers makes comments regarding his paper on the balance within the Town Center  
 

• Patty Nicoson, Task Force Chair, gave some background on the Reston Master Plan Special Study   
• Nick Bauer, Co-Chair of the Herndon-Monroe sub-committee, gave a brief summary of the sub-

committee’s first meeting earlier that morning.  The meeting summary can be found here: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/meeting_june8_H-M_2010.htm 

• An announcement was made re: the first meeting of the Wiehle Avenue sub-committee which will be 
Wednesday, June 9 at the Reston Association office on Isaac Newton Drive.  

• After all of the work, the information will be synthesized.   
• Patty Nicoson made a motion to approve the May 25th meeting summary provided that the summary 

is revised to show John Carter’s participation in the Herndon-Monroe sub-committee.   
• Patty Nicoson stated that she would like an opportunity to discuss Shyam Kanan’s presentation with 

the Task Force members.  
 
7:28 p.m Fred Costello, Task Force member, presented his ideas on Balanced Residential and Commercial 
Development.  This presentation can be found here: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/presentations/presentation_balanced_development_costell
o_.pdf 
 
 
7:43: Freya de Cola, Reston Association Environmental Advisory Committee representative, presented on 
the committee’s recommendations for Task Force consideration.  These recommendations are located 
here: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/communitydocs/environmental_advisory_committee_comm
ents_task_force_june8.pdf 
 
 
7:52, Dick Stillson, Reston 2020, made a brief introduction of the following work groups: Parks, Residential, 
Urban Design and Livability (RUDL), Environmental, Transportation, Finance  
Presentations are located on the Reston Master Plan Special Study website:  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/communitydocs/reston2020wgpresentations6-8-2010.pdf 
Written papers are located here: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/communitydocs/reston_2020_work_group_papers_for_tas
k_force.pdf 
 

• Bill Bouie and Carol Anne Bradley gave a slide presentation on behalf of the Parks group.  They 
explained that new facilities that are needed to support the community as a whole and the needs of 
an aging community such as memorial park.  Exceptional public amenities are needed, such as new 
trails and maintenance, public art is everywhere, a performing arts venue, educational facilities, and 
enhancement of the Sunrise Valley Nature Park.  Mandates on residential membership to RA should 
be considered.  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/meeting_june8_H-M_2010.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/presentations/presentation_balanced_development_costello_.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/presentations/presentation_balanced_development_costello_.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/communitydocs/environmental_advisory_committee_comments_task_force_june8.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/communitydocs/environmental_advisory_committee_comments_task_force_june8.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/reston/communitydocs/reston2020wgpresentations6-8-2010.pdf
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• Stewart Rouch, resident of Polo Fields, stated that Sprint redevelopment should minimize the impact 
on surrounding neighborhoods and mitigate the traffic issues on Sunrise Valley and Fairfax County 
Parkway.  

• Kathy Kaplan spoke on behalf of the RUDL group requesting more parkland and open space to 
accommodate all the new people who will be moving to Reston.  She reminded that audience that 
Guy Rando proposed a galleria.  She included images of Reston Town Green Park which is a 5 acre 
park in the Town Center North consisting of several meadows and lots of trees.  The residents own 
that land; it is not vacant land.  Guy proposed a climate controlled galleria.  Several examples were 
shown.  When developers requested more residential, Guy Rando revised his proposal to include 
condos along Fountain Drive with the parkland remaining.  A lake was proposed which obliterated 
the grid of streets while maintaining the density. There is even room for a waterfall.   

• Marion Stillson, also speaking on behalf of the RUDL group, made the point that all houses have 
step entrances.  The result is that people with mobility impairments cannot freely explore Reston.  
Universal Design should be included in Reston’s future.  This includes “Visitability,” which makes it 
possible for all of Reston residents to enjoy a higher quality of life.  A percentage of new 
development should include this concept.   

• Diane Blust spoke on behalf of the Environmental group.  She stated that all future development 
within Reston and the RCIG area must be carried out in a manner which protects and complements 
Reston Association’s renowned natural areas.   Future development provides an opportunity to 
preserve and enhance natural areas and open space by concentrating residential, retail and office 
spaces in vibrant TOD areas. New construction should be built to achieve LEED gold certification for 
commercial and LEED silver certification for residential buildings. The Comprehensive Plan section 
dealing with Reston should include a separate environmental section addressing these 
recommendations. Sunrise Valley Nature Park should be preserved as a feature of the Herndon-
Monroe Metro Station. 

• Terry Maynard spoke on behalf of the Transportation group.  Their analysis was built on the Reston 
Metro Access Group (RMAG) study.  The ITE process projected out 30 years, so the group used 
Metro Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG) growth estimate (slides showed numerical 
details).  The group suggests building a satellite parking lot away from the TOD areas and while 
creating an express bus service to and from.  The key is less new parking and better access to 
places in Reston. The group endorses no additional parking and Wiehle parking should be 
repurposed.  There should be more bridges to accommodate more cars and the backbone roads 
should be improved first.  There is a need for overpasses at each of the metro rails station access 
point.  During Phase I and II, the bus service should be improved and the Soapstone connection 
expanded.   

• Dick Stillson presented on the findings of the finance group.  He stated that there is no use in 
creating a plan if there is no implementation.  He emphasized that implementation must be written 
into the Comprehensive Plan.  Examples of text were provided.  Phases are important and 
improved/additional infrastructure is needed in the first phase.  The group recommends a Reston 
Infrastructure Fund which would be a County appointed entity in charge of implementation.  A new 
zoning category was also recommended.     

 
8:36 – Mark Looney, representing the Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce, stated that there are no 
comments at this time reserving the right to comment at a later date.   
 
8:38 – Additional comments from Task Force members and County Staff:  

• Fred Selden, Director, Fairfax County Planning Division, stated that the county has retained the 
services of George Mason University’s (GMU’s) Center for Regional Analysis to develop 
employment and residential forecasts for the corridor.  They are looking at Reston within the 
regional context.  There are larger issues to consider that will affect development in the corridor 
such as growth in certain employment sectors - for example defense spending, pharmaceuticals, 
biotech etc.  The residential assumptions are intriguing, but he cautions the Task Force not to 
think of this as 2000 acres of green open space.  There are a number of dynamic issues that 
need to be considered.  Tysons has a lot of large shopping centers and car dealerships that are 
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only currently developed with only 1/10 of what could be developed there.  There is a big 
difference with the Dulles Corridor.  Tysons does not have a large variation in the type of 
residential uses.  Certain elements of future redevelopment in the Corridor are constrained by 
the present conditions such as the large office developments that may not want to redevelop with 
residential in the foreseeable future.  Significant cooperation and coordination will be necessary 
to have, for example, a lake in the middle of the Town Center.  GMU’s forecasts will be providing 
projections at 3 levels – a low, medium and high forecast.   

• Heidi Merkel, Fairfax County Department of Planning and Zoning,  announced that staff will know 
next week if GMU is available to make a presentation at the June 22nd Task Force meeting.    

• Bob Simon agreed that Tysons was very complicated and pointed out that there is plenty of area 
for expansion in Town Center North, Village Center and RCIG areas and if you add all that land 
then it should absorb the 2 million people coming to the region in the coming years.  

• Joe Stowers suggested that a midcourse review of the Comprehensive Plan be done once a 
decade, after each Census.  
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