
Vision Subcommittee Meeting 
Reston Master Plan Special Study Committee 
 
Date:   June 23, 2010 
Time and Place:  7:00 to 8:30 p.m. North County Government Center 
 
Participants: 
John Carter (TF, Sub-committee Co-Chair)  Heidi Merkel (Fairfax County 
Kohann Williams (TF, Sub-committee Co-Chair) Department of Planning and 
John Bowman (TF)      Zoning) 
Fred Costello (TF) 
Van Foster (TF) 
Dave Edwards 
Kathy Kaplan 
Milton Matthews (TF) 
Susan Mockenhaupt (TF) 
Patty Nicoson (TF Chair) 
Art Murphy (TF) 
Joe Stowers (TF) 
Bill Penniman (TF) 
Tammi Petrine 
Terri Phillips (TF) 
Guy Rando 
Bob Simon (TF) 
 
 
The following notes summarize the discussions during the meeting. 
 
Item No. 1: Administration 
All meetings are open meetings, and all are welcome.  Meeting times will be primarily 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, and meeting places will vary. The Reston Task Force web site 
will have the dates, places and times.  The next meeting will be on July 14, 2010 at 
7:00p.m.  
 
Item No. 2: Discussion of Committee Name 
Several of the participants were concerned about the name of the committee.  
Suggestions for committee names included the following: 
 Integration 
 Capacity 
 Overview 
 Rules of the Road  

 
Kohann Williams suggested additional time is needed to digest the discussion.  Until 
further discussion the name should remain Vision Subcommittee.  The name could be 
revisited at next meeting.    
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Item No. 3: Potential Topics for the Committee 
John Carter recommended that the Vision committee focus the effort on the following 
topics as recommendations to the Task Force.  
 Vision Statement: one sentence description of the transit corridor 
 Planning Principles: review and final recommendations 
 Characteristics 

- Variety (Land use: housing, commercial, other, and “the numbers”) 
- Connectivity (Transportation: facilities, transit, and TMD) 
- Capacity: impact of land use on the transportation network and schools  
- Sustainability (environment) - active and passive open space system  
- Design: character of the streets, open spaces and buildings 

 Products: short text and graphics on each of the above topics that could be 
incorporated in the Comprehensive Plan for Reston 
 

Item No. 4: Discussion of Interests 
Sub-committee members expressed their specific interests relating to this committee, 
with the majority having a strong concern for design (not from an aesthetic point of view, 
but rather, the design of the public realm - what is the character of the streets, open 
space, relationship of buildings).  
 
 John Carter - This vision committee will provide an over view of the transit 

corridor and focus on issues that connect the three Metro station areas together. 
It will not substitute for the work of the other subcommittees for each of the transit 
station areas.  This planning exercise will focus on creative solutions. 

 
 Heidi Merkel - The committee will provide recommendations after the 

recommendations from the transit subcommittees.  Suggested a look at the 
planning principles.  
 

 Fred Costello - Suggested “Integration” as the name for the committee. 
 

 Bill Penniman - Concerned with providing a community-wide view of open space.  
Emphasize design and methods to maximize benefit from the opportunity of 
adding three Metro stations in Reston, sustainability, and infrastructure.  
Transportation should begin with Terry Maynard’s paper.  
 

 Patti Nicoson - Identify ways to increase residential.  Requested more 
information on the GMU study. 

 
 Bob Simon - What we should be talking about is where we want it more urban 

and where we want it more suburban. 
 

 Susan Mockenhaupt - Supports attention to the design of the public realm ad the 
environment.  
 

 John Carter - Suggested that in addition to transit oriented development the Task 
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Force could focus on sustainability (the environment), creating a green 
infrastructure, and LEED neighborhood standards (source: ASLA sustainable 
sites http://www.sustainablesites.org/report/) that would continue to differentiate 
planning in Reston form other areas. 
 

 Patti Nicoson - The design of Lake Anne created community.  It brings people 
together. A good example of design relating to form and public space. We need 
to integrate open space better. At this point, Kohann suggested we review the 
planning principles document to be sure it encompasses the essence of goals 
discussed.  (See Reston Task Force web site).  
 

 Terri Phillips - Sees this group as a safety net.  Other sub-committees were 
established late in the process and have been rushed to produce 
recommendations.  Create master checklist to ensure key principles are 
addressed from each of the sub-committees 

 
 Heidi Merkel:  Yes, we can create a master checklist.  Sometimes things are 

decided by the Comprehensive Plan and sometimes by covenant. 
 
 Guy Rando: There are multiple design review boards.  Reston should have one 

design review board for all of Reston. 
 

 Fred Costello - Terry Maynard’s transportation paper is excellent. We should all 
be familiar with it.  Maynard’s paper tracks balance, open spaces.  Fred will 
complete a paper that compares Reston to the Ballston-Rosslyn.  Fred reviewed 
VDOTs tools and found them lacking.  More attention to analysis needed. 
 

 Bob Simon: We need to stick to simple concepts such as where density should 
go and where it should not.  Describing green space as a specific percentage of 
lot area is a mistake. I would like to see the whole report down to one page. 

 
Item No. 5: Next Steps 
Kohann Williams recommended that the next meeting focus on the review of the 
Planning Principles.  Participants should read the Planning Principles on the Reston 
Task Force web site and be prepared to provide recommendations.   For a comparison 
participants could also read the Tyson’s Corners Task Force Planning Principles.    
 
Participants should also look at the Reston Comprehensive Plan to examine how the 
recommendations of the Vision Committee could be incorporated into the final 
amendment to the Comprehensive plan.   
 
The next meeting will be 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 14, 2010 (see web page for 
final place). 
 


