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Item No. 1: Open Space Presentation 
A PowerPoint presentation was shown to the Sub-committee that included the following: 
 Proposed definition of Public Open Space and Calculation Method 
 Categories of Public Open Space: 

o   Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
o   Active Recreation Areas 
o   Designated Public Open Spaces 
o   Other Public Open Spaces  

 
Item No. 2: Open Space Discussion 
Public open space is one of the essential components of the Reston community.  A 
comprehensive network of parks, open spaces and pathways that connects all the 
districts within Reston should be provided.  The network should integrate large and 
small urban parks with existing environmentally sensitive areas.  The Sub-committee 
discussed the following: 
 Add trails as a category of open space 
 Public art should be included in active public open spaces 
 Botanical gardens could be included 
 Quality is an important feature not just the percentage 



 Contributions to open space should be permitted 
 Off-site public open space should be permitted to substitute for the on-site 

requirement (e.g. 5-7 acre park in the Town Center)  
 High quality open space is expected by the community 
 Town Center includes a variety of open spaces including a park and a public 

skating area 
 Proposed Comstock development at the Wiehle Avenue Station provides a small 

public open space 
 Establishing a minimum public open space requirement of 20 percent for each 

parcel versus negotiating the amount of open space on a case by case method  
 

Item No. 6: Open Space Recommendations 
A minimum of 20 percent public open space was recommended by the Vision Sub-
committee as a requirement for each parcel in the transit station areas in Reston.   As 
an option, the minimum public open space requirement can also be located off-site 
within the transit station areas.  The proposed definition should be revised to include the 
recommendations of the Vision Sub-committee and presented at the next meeting (see 
attachment).     
 
Item No. 5: Presentation.      
The movie, the Social Life of Small Urban Spaces by William Whyte, was shown to the 
Vision Sub-committee. 
 
Item No. 8: Land Use and the Next Meeting 
Area wide recommendations for land use will be discussed at the next meeting. The 
next meeting is Wednesday, October 20, 2010, 7:30 p.m. at the Lake Anne Community 
Center. 
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Public Open Space 
 
The following definition and method of calculation was proposed by the Vision Sub-
committee at the October 6, 2010 meeting.  
 
Definition of Public Open Space:  Space for public enjoyment either publicly or 
privately owned, such as:  
 Environmentally sensitive areas - Resource Protection Areas including wetlands, 

streams and stream buffers, and priority forest areas  
 Active recreation areas - active play fields and large indoor recreation areas 
 Designated public open spaces - areas such as gardens, plazas, walkways, 

pathways, trails, urban parks, through block connections, civic spaces, and town 
squares 

 Other public open spaces - small urban parks and civic spaces 
 

Public open spaces must not include streets, parking and driveways or areas for 
vehicles, and roof top areas not readily accessible to the public.  Active recreation 
areas, designated open spaces, and undesignated public space should be encouraged 
to include public art.  Public open space must be easily and readily accessible to the 
public and be identified by a sign placed in public view. 
 
Calculation of Public Open Space: 
 20 percent minimum of the net lot not including areas for public or private streets 

and the minimum adjacent area for sidewalks 
 The minimum public open space requirement for each parcel can also be located 

off-site and combined with other properties within the transit station area to create 
larger public spaces (e.g. 5-7 acre civic green in the Town Center)  

 Required public open space can be substituted for other public open space such as 
a public performance space, a children’s science museum, an interior recreation 
center, and other interior public spaces if easily and readily accessible to the public    

 


