
Vision Subcommittee Meeting 
Reston Master Plan Special Study Committee 
 
Date:   October 20, 2010 
Time and Place:  7:30 to 9:00 p.m.  
   Lake Anne Community Center 
 
Participants: 
Nick Bauer       Sandi Beaulieu 
John Bowman      DPZ, Fairfax County 
John Carter        Heidi Merkel 
Fred Costello       DPZ, Fairfax County 
Dave Edwards       
Van Foster 
Robert Goudie 
John Lovaas 
Milton Matthews 
Susan Mockenhaupt 
Patty Nicoson   
Doug Pew 
Judith Pew 
Robert Simon 
Dick Stillson 
Joe Stowers 
Kohann Williams 
 
 
Item No. 1: Introduction 
Representatives of the Wiehle Avenue, Reston Parkway and Herndon-Monroe Sub-
committees attended this meeting.  All continue to be welcome to participate in the 
discussions.   
 
Item No. 2: Planning for an Entire Community 
The members of the Vision Sub-committee reinforced the idea that the purpose of the 
Vision Sub-committee is to plan for an entire community, and identify methods for the 
how the areas can work together.   The Reston community already has an outstanding 
start, and the idea is to add new dimensions to a new place and not to start over. 
 
Item No. 3: Role and Products of the Vision Sub-committee 
The role of the Vision Sub-committee is to work toward providing recommendations for 
the following area wide items:  
 Vision or direction for the future 
 Planning Principles 
 Area wide Recommendations: 

o   Environment 
o   Transportation 



o   Design/Community Character - streets, open space, public art, and buildings 
o   Community Facilities 
o   Overall land use characteristics 

 
The committee recognizes and understands the importance of an iterative process 
between all Task Force Members before the recommendations are finalized.      
      
Item No. 4: Open Space Recommendations 
The Vision Sub-committee briefly reviewed the recommendations for open space from 
the last meeting.  The attachment includes the final revisions to the recommendations.     
 
Item No. 6: Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be on November 3, 2010, 7:30 p.m. at the Lake Anne Community 
center.  The following items will be discussed:  
 The role of the Vision Sub-committee 
 A new 2-3 page vision for the Reston Master Plan 
 Begin the discussion of the importance of design - streets, open space, public art, 

and buildings 
 

 
 
 
Attachment:  
Final open space recommendations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vision Sub-committee Notes 10-20-10 
 



Public Open Space 
 
The following definition and method of calculation was proposed by the Vision Sub-
committee at the October 6, 2010 meeting.  
 
Definition of Public Open Space:  Space for public enjoyment either publicly or 
privately owned, such as:  
 Environmentally sensitive areas - Resource Protection Areas including wetlands, 

streams and stream buffers, and priority forest areas  
 Active recreation areas - active play fields and large indoor recreation areas 
 Designated public open spaces - areas such as gardens, plazas, walkways, 

pathways, trails, urban parks, through block connections, civic spaces, and town 
squares 

 Other public open spaces - small urban parks and civic spaces 
 

Public open spaces must not include streets, parking and driveways or areas for 
vehicles, and roof top areas not readily accessible to the public.  Active recreation 
areas, designated open spaces, and undesignated public space all should be 
encouraged to include public art.  Public open space must be easily and readily 
accessible to the public and be identified by a sign placed in public view. 
 
Calculation of Public Open Space: 
 20 percent minimum of the net lot not including areas for public or private streets 

and the minimum adjacent area for sidewalks 
 The minimum public open space requirement for each parcel can also be located 

off-site and combined with other properties within the transit station area to create 
larger public spaces (e.g. 5-7 acre civic green in the Town Center)  

 Required public open space can be substituted for other public space such as a 
public performance space, a children’s science museum, an interior recreation 
center, a memorial sculpture garden and other interior public spaces if easily and 
readily accessible to the public    

 


