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Reston Master PlanPrinciples

Excellence in planning, urban design and  architecture will be community hallmarks

Planning will provide for  environmental sustainability and green technology   

Development will be phased with infrastructure

The rail corridor will be transformed
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- residential
neighborhoods

Reston will offer a mix 
of urban and 
suburban life styles :

Reston will become a 
more vibrant 
employment corridor

- village centers as 
gathering places,  

- Metro Stations
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Connectivity and 
mobility will be will be 
strengthened

Housing will be 
provided for all ages 
and incomes

High quality public 
open space will be 
required

Public participation will 
continue to be the 
community’s foundation
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Urban Design
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Street defining buildings
Concealed parking
Sustainable technology  
Design Excellence

Wetlands, ponds and 
streams

Forests
Recreation fields
Public open spaces

Enhanced boulevards
Connect north and

south Reston
Complete streets
Pathways and trails

Buildings

Placemaking
Reston ownership
Pride of place

Public ArtStreets Open Spaces
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Enhanced boulevards
Connect north and

south Reston
Complete streets
Pathways and trails

Streets

Streets



Reston Master PlanUrban Design

Wetlands, ponds and 
streams

Forests
Recreation fields
Public open spaces

Open Spaces

Open Spaces
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Public Art

Placemaking
Reston ownership
Pride of place

Public Art
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Street defining buildings
Concealed parking
Sustainable technology  
Design Excellence

Buildings

Buildings
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Enhance:

Use of green roof areas 
Integrate geothermal areas
Sun shades to daylight interiors
Use local materials
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Building Examples

Design Excellence
Sustainable Buildings
Transit Oriented
Development
Air Rights
Housing for All

Buildings
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Environment



Reston Transit Station Areas

Reston Master PlanEnvironment
Protect: 
- Wetlands 
- Streams and buffer areas

Restore  and Enhance:
- Intermittent streams  (dayligt streams)
- Ponds 
- Replace forests and trees 
- Increase tree canopy 

(from 38% to 45% canopy)
- Hydric soils 
- Steep slopes
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Protect (RPAs):

Restore and enhance:
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 Center Protect (RPAs):

Restore and enhance:
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Protect (RPAs):

Restore and enhance:
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Transportation



Recommendations:
Expand pedestrian and bike access
Provide and enhance transit options
Expand network of streets
Improve operational characteristics
Address levels of congestion and expand capacity
Perform improved evaluation process

Reston Master PlanTransportation
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Expand pedestrian and bike access:
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Expand and enhance transit 
options:
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Expand network of streets:

Reston West Herndon

Town Center

Reston East 

Existing sub-committee streets
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Expand network 
of streets:

Arterials
Collectors
Main Streets
Business or 
local Streets
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Expand Network of Streets:
Arterials and Parkways: Reston Parkway
Collectors and Boulevards: Sunrise Valley Drive
Main Streets: East West connectors to the transit stations
Business District Streets: Local, complete streets



Highway Functional 
Classification

Urban Design
Functional Classification

Reston 
Examples

Arterials Major Streets Fairfax County Parkway

Collectors Boulevards Sunrise Valley Drive

Main Streets Local Street Market Street

Business Streets Local, Complete Street Local Streets 
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Boulevard - Reston Parkway Business Street

Expand Network of Streets
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Current peak period p.m. level of service E or F¼ mile radius
½ mile radius

Address levels of congestion and expand capacity
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Address levels of congestion and expand capacity
Intersection improvements:

Intersection Improvement

Wiehle Avenue and Sunset Hills Road Complete streets
Connect Wiehle Avenue to Plaza America
Soapstone Drive over Dulles Access Road

Reston Parkway and Sunset Hills Road Extend Edmund Haley Drive over Dulles
access road
Extend streets across W&OD Trail

Sunrise Valley Drive and Monroe 

 
Street

Connect Monroe Street to transit station
Complete grid of streets
Create Parkway along Sunrise Valley Drive

Sunrise Valley Drive and Reston 

 
Parkway

Connect Reston Parkway to the transit 
station
Complete grid of streets
Create Parkway along Sunrise Valley Drive



Reston Master Plan
Transportation

Improve operational characteristics:
Transportation management
Update signal timing system 
Transition from rail to other parking
Revise parking standards
Parking pricing
Optimized signal control system
Satellite parking facilities 

Perform improved evaluation process:
Develop land use scenarios 
Identify transportation system
- Increase mode share
- Expand opportunities for pedestrian and bike access
- Expand transit network
- Other options
Test and evaluate alternative land uses
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Public Facilities
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Public facilities:
Public safety 
Parks and recreation
Schools and universities
Cultural facilities
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Cultural facilities

Performing arts center
Libraries 
Children’s Science Center
Art Galleries and museum
Memorial sculpture garden
Large indoor multi-use, recreation center
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Amount of Development:
¼ Mile Development 
½ Mile Development
Beyond ½ Mile

Land Use Mix:
Retail
Office
Industrial/Storage
Public Facilities and Other 
Residential 
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Analysis

Next Steps
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Existing Development
FAR: 0.3 - 2.0 
J/H Ratio: 18.2/1.0

Existing Master Plan
FAR: 0.5 - 2.0 
J/H Ratio: 11.4/1.0 

GMU Projections 2030
FAR: NA 
J/H Ratio: 8.7/1.0

GMU Projections 2050
FAR: NA 
J/H Ratio: 6.0/1.0

GMU Projections + 25%
FAR: 0.5 – 2.5
J/H Ratio: 4.0/1.0
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