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Summary of Major RMAG Recommendations on Wiehle Station

1. Introduction

The Wiehle Avenue/Reston Parkway Station Access Management Plans (SAMP) report
presented numerous recommendations for improvements in pedestrian, bicycle, transit and private
vehicle transportation. This document attempts to extract the most significant of the recommendations
affecting the Wiehle station. The objective is to support the RMPTF Wiehle Avenue Sub-Committee’s
information gathering.

2. SAMP Background

The SAMP was completed in April, 2008; its goal was to provide access plans to two Reston area
Metrorail stations, Reston Parkway and Wiehle Avenue. The plan was based on the 2007 Existing
Conditions Report, prepared by Vanasse Hangen Brustlin (VHB), and on the 2006 Amended Record of
Decision for the rail project.

3. Growth Estimates

The study provides population growth estimates based on Metropolitan Washington Council of
Governments forecasts. The growth for the study area (which did not include all of Reston) was
projected as a 28% growth from 64,000 in 2005 to 82,000 in 2030. Employment in the same period was
projected to grow from 62,000 to 80,000 in the study area, and from 49,000 to 62,000 in the “influence
area” near the two stations.

In general, the study indicated that traffic in the station areas would grow by about a third from
a base year of 2000 to 2030. The growth and change in travel patterns is attributed mainly to
population and employment growth in Reston and the Metropolitan area rather than to the new
Metrorail stations. Even with the recommended actions, the areas immediately surrounding the
stations will experience heavy congestion during peak periods.

4, Plan Recommendations for Wiehle Station Improvements

The plan provides recommendations for roadway, transit, bicycle and pedestrian improvements. This
section summarizes the most significant projects. The first group of projects includes all projects that
are necessary for providing access to the Wiehle Avenue. The following table shows the 34 projects that
the plan recommends be completed by the start of Phase | Metrorail service. These projects account for
a total cost of $58 million, more than 60% of the total capital costs for the recommended program. The
major project in this group is the construction of the Soapstone Connector with its bike lanes, bus lanes
and sidewalks (at a cost of over $42 million).

Wiehle Station Projects — Completion Before Station Opening

B Sunset Hills Rd & New left turn lane for westbound left turning movement at Sunset Hills Rd
Isaac Newton Sq W | & Isaac Newton Sq. This would replace the shared left-through lane by
providing a dedicated turn lane.

C Wiehle Ave & Add a second left turn lane for northbound traffic at Wiehle Ave & Metro
Station Entrance Access (between Sunset Hills Rd & DIAAH) and provide a second inbound
lane.
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D Wiehle Ave & Add an additional left turn lane on the eastbound DIAAH ramp at Wiehle
Eastbound Dulles Ave
Toll Rd ramps

E Wiehle Ave & Improve the existing right turn lane on eastbound Sunset Hills Rd at
Sunset Hills Rd Wiehle Ave

F Wiehle Ave & Improve the existing right turn lane for westbound Sunrise Valley Dr at
Sunrise Valley Dr Wiehle Ave

I Soapstone Rd Provide a new connection over the DIAAH between Soapstone Rd and
Isaac Newton Sg W, to connect the major east-west roadways: Sunset Hills
Rd & Sunrise Valley Dr.

K Isaac Newton Sg W | Isaac Newton Square West from Isaac Newton Square South to the station
as an extension of the proposed Soapstone Connector; including
sidewalks.

118 | Wiehle Ave & North: Extend median to include pedestrian refuge; South: Extend median

Station Entrance as much as possible, wide curb lanes to accommodate bikes; All
approaches: Upgrade curb-ramps, pedestrian countdown signals, high
visibility crosswalk;

119 | Wiehle Ave & Isaac | South: Potential infill of striped lane area; East: Upgrade curb ramps, high

Newton Sq N visibility crosswalk; North: Channelize right turns, median pedestrian
refuge, high visibility crosswalk, pedestrian warning signs, pedestrian
knockdown signs; West: High visibility crosswalk, upgrade curb ramp

120 | Wiehle Ave & Isaac | South: pedestrian median refuge; All approaches: upgrade curb ramps,

Newton Sq S high visibility crosswalks, pedestrian countdown signals
121 | Wiehle Ave & North: Decrease right turn radius; extend median to include pedestrian
Sunset Hills Rd refuge; East: Raised median; South: Decrease right turn radius; West:
Channelize right turns, decrease right turn radius; All Approaches:
Upgraded curb ramps, re-align crosswalks, high visibility crosswalks,
pedestrian countdown signals

122 | Sunset Hills Rd & East: Upgrade curb ramps, decrease right turn radius; North: Decrease

Isaac Newton Sq W | right turn radius, upgrade/construct curb ramps; West: Construct curb
ramps; South: Construct/upgrade curb ramps; All Approaches: High
visibility crosswalks, pedestrian countdown signals

124 | Sunrise Valley Dr & | North: upgraded curb ramps, high visibility cross walk; West: upgrade curb

Commerce Park Dr | ramps, high visibility crosswalk, pedestrian warning and knockdown signs,
pedestrian median refuge;

125 | Sunrise Valley Dr & | East: Channelize right turns; North: Re-align right turn channelization;

Wiehle Ave North & West: upgrade curb ramps, high visibility crosswalks, pedestrian
countdown signals

126 | Sunrise Valley Dr & | East: Extend median to include pedestrian refuge; West: Extend median to

Soapstone Rd include pedestrian refuge; South: Construct curb ramps, decrease right
turn radius; North: Median pedestrian refuge; All Approaches: High
visibility crosswalk, pedestrian countdown signal, upgrade curb ramps

127 | Sunrise Valley Dr & | East: High visibility crosswalk, median pedestrian refuge, pedestrian

Great Meadow Dr

warning and knockdown signs, flashing beacons; West: High visibility
crosswalk, median pedestrian refuge, pedestrian warning and knockdown
signs, flashing beacons; South: High visibility crosswalk; All Approaches:
update curb ramps




128

Sunrise Valley Dr &
Upper Lake Dr

North: crosswalk, upgrade curb ramps

132

Wiehle Ave &
Westbound Dulles
Toll Rd ramps

West: High visibility crosswalk, pedestrian countdown signal, upgrade curb
ramps

133

Wiehle Ave &
Eastbound Dulles
Toll Rd ramps

West: Decrease right turn radius, high visibility crosswalk, upgrade curb
ramps, pedestrian countdown signal

X1

Wiehle Ave &
W&OD Trail

Stage 1: Yield lines, yield signage, potential user-activated flasher,
improved median refuge; Stage 2: Grade-separated crossing (See B14)

X2

Sunset Hills Rd @
W&OD Trail

Raised 10-foot median refuge, upgraded curb ramps

X4

Isaac Newton Sq W
@ W&OD

Trail High visibility crosswalk, warning signage

S7

S side of DIAAH
from Reston Pkwy
to Wiehle Ave

Shared use path

S8

N side of Sunrise
Valley Dr

Widen existing sidewalk to 10-foot shared use path

S11

E side of Isaac
Newton Sq W from
Station Entrance to
Isaac Newton Sq S

Construct sidewalk

S12

W side of
Soapstone Rd from
Sunrise Valley Dr to
Hunter's Green Ct

Construct sidewalk

S15

Southern Wiehle
Ave station
entrance to Sunrise
Valley Dr

Construct sidewalk

B7

E side of Wiehle
Ave from Station
Entrance to
Fairway Dr

Construct bike trail

B10

From southern
Wiehle Ave station
entrance to Sunrise
Valley Dr

Construct bike path

B11

Private roadway
opposite Isaac
Newton Sq W into
the station
entrance

Construct shared bus/bike lanes

B12

Proposed
Soapstone
connector

Construct shared bus/bike lanes




B14 | W&OD Trail over
Wiehle Ave

Grade separation

B15 | South side of
Sunset Hills Rd
from Plaza America
to Isaac Newton Sq
W

Widen existing sidewalk to 10-foot shared use path

B17 | Soapstone Rd from
Sunrise Valley Dr to
South Lakes Dr

Construct bike lanes

(Source: SAMP Table 5-2: Wiehle Avenue Station Projects)

Projects B through F were included in the Record of Decision as mitigation efforts tied to the rail project.

The twelve projects shown in the following table are not required for access to the station but were
recommended to improve overall accessibility in the station areas. These projects account for over $24
million of the total recommended projects and include many large-scale projects that may require
right-of-way acquisition or other major investments.

Other Wiehle Projects

J Sunset Hills Rd

Bus lanes from Wiehle Ave to Old Reston Ave

L Wiehle Ave Station
Entrance

Expand roadway east of Wiehle Ave opposite the station entrance

M Michael Faraday Ct

Extend and expand from new Roger Bacon to new roadway south of
Sunset Hills

N Roger Bacon/lIsaac Extensions from Isaac Newton Sq W to World Wildlife - improve INSS and
Newton Sq S Roger Bacon

18 Sunset Hills & Old North: High visibility crosswalk, pedestrian countdown signal,
Reston Ave upgrade/construct curb ramps; South: Pedestrian countdown signal,

upgraded curb ramps, high visibility crosswalk; East: Re-align high
visibility crosswalk, extend median to include pedestrian refuge,
pedestrian countdown signal, upgrade/construct curb ramps

123 Sunset Hills Rd &
Plaza America

East: Re-align crosswalk, high visibility crosswalk, pedestrian countdown
signal, extend median to include pedestrian refuge; North: High visibility
crosswalk, pedestrian countdown signal; All Approaches: upgraded curb
ramps;

X3 | Michael Faraday Ct @
W&OD

Trail High visibility crosswalk, upgrade curb ramps, warning signage

S3 N side of Sunset Hills
from Reston Pkwy to
Business Center Dr

Construct sidewalk To be completed with project #l

S13 | Isaac Newton Sq S

Construct sidewalk




S14 | New roadway Construct sidewalk
extension of Roger
Bacon Dr

B5 | Sunrise Valley Dr from | Bike lanes
W&OD Trail to Fairfax
County Pkwy

B16 | W&OD Trail near Formalize existing goat trail connection to W&OD trail near Plaza
Plaza America America with a paved asphalt trail

(Source: SAMP Table 5-4: Other Recommended Projects)

Projects J and the Soapstone connector provide dedicated bus lanes during peak periods; other possible
bus lanes (i.e. Wiehle Avenue) were not included due to implementation constraints (rights-of-way,
etc.). Projects L through N provide an internal grid of streets.






