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Getting the Most out of Getting the Most out of LDSnetLDSnet
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How to Find How to Find LDSnetLDSnet

QuickestQuickest: : 
InfowebInfoweb => General => General 

Applications Applications 
dropdown listdropdown list
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How to Find How to Find LDSnetLDSnet

From OutsideFrom Outside: : http://http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/staffreportswww.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/staffreports//

Or: County Website => Departments => Planning & Zoning => Staff Or: County Website => Departments => Planning & Zoning => Staff Reports Reports 
(under e(under e--services icon), Research Zoning Applications (services icon), Research Zoning Applications (LDSNetLDSNet))
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Search Search 
LDSnetLDSnet

LdsnetLdsnet has has 
10 different 10 different 
searches.searches.

WeWe’’ll look at 6 ll look at 6 
of them.of them.



3/9/20093/9/2009 55

DPWES: Plans & Waivers SearchDPWES: Plans & Waivers Search
Site plan search when you know SP#:Site plan search when you know SP#:

Demo 1: 8342Demo 1: 8342--SPSP--001001--2 is entered as: 2 is entered as: 
SPSP
83428342
001001--22

Click on Click on ““Outstanding ItemOutstanding Item”” for proffers and for proffers and 
conditionsconditions

Site plan Site plan customcustom search:search:
Demo 2: whatDemo 2: what’’s on s on taxmaptaxmap # 0441# 0441--0101--0014?0014?
Demo 3: same TM#, site plans only, approved only?Demo 3: same TM#, site plans only, approved only?
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DPZ: Search by Zoning Case #DPZ: Search by Zoning Case #
Format: Case type, year applied, magisterial district, Format: Case type, year applied, magisterial district, 
serial number. serial number. WATCH YOUR YEAR FORMATWATCH YOUR YEAR FORMAT..

22--digit digit vsvs 44--digit years: digit years: 
•• RZRZ’’ss switched to 4switched to 4--digit year in August 1996digit year in August 1996
•• SESE’’s, SPs, SP’’s & VCs & VC’’s switched in Jan. 2002 s switched in Jan. 2002 

11--letter vs. 2letter vs. 2--letter magisterial district codesletter magisterial district codes
•• Changed along with year format in Changed along with year format in ’’96 & 96 & ‘‘0202
•• RZ 96RZ 96--YY--030, then RZ 1996030, then RZ 1996--BRBR--031031
•• SP 02SP 02--YY--004, then SP 2002004, then SP 2002--MAMA--005 005 
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Search by Zoning Case #Search by Zoning Case # 
Really, really old case numbersReally, really old case numbers

Cases prior to 1974: Cases prior to 1974: 
Leave the year blank, and treat the letter or number Leave the year blank, and treat the letter or number 
following the case type as a magisterial district. following the case type as a magisterial district. 

Demo: RZ CDemo: RZ C--698698
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LDSnetLDSnet Data Overview: Data Overview: 
Pending CasesPending Cases

Hearing dates, lifecycle status, areaHearing dates, lifecycle status, area
Staff coordinator, applicant contact infoStaff coordinator, applicant contact info
Proposed zoning districts and land useProposed zoning districts and land use
Tax Map NumbersTax Map Numbers
Parcel shape map (Parcel shape map (““View GIS MapView GIS Map”” link)link)
View Full ReportView Full Report
Staff report Staff report 

Demo: RZ 2007Demo: RZ 2007--LELE--007007



3/9/20093/9/2009 99

LDSnetLDSnet Navigation TipsNavigation Tips

•• Use Use OverviewOverview to go back to main page of a caseto go back to main page of a case

•• Search ResultsSearch Results to get back to your list of casesto get back to your list of cases

•• Search CriteriaSearch Criteria to change your search without to change your search without 
starting overstarting over
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LDSnetLDSnet Data Overview: Data Overview: 
““View GIS MapView GIS Map”” LinkLink

Available map views Available map views 
include building, include building, 
environmental, environmental, 
orthophotographyorthophotography, , 
and 2 styles of and 2 styles of 
zoning map. zoning map. 

Below are listed the Below are listed the 
taxmaptaxmap numbers and numbers and 
street addresses for street addresses for 
the case. the case. 
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LDSnetLDSnet Data Overview: Data Overview: 
Pending CasesPending Cases

““View Full ReportView Full Report”” 
link goes to a link goes to a 
printable case printable case 
summary sheet, summary sheet, 
which exports to which exports to 
PDFPDF

Demo: Demo: 
RZ 2007RZ 2007--LELE--007007
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LDSnetLDSnet Data Overview:Data Overview: 
Staff Report for One CaseStaff Report for One Case

Staff reports online since Jan. 2005Staff reports online since Jan. 2005

Published to the Internet 1Published to the Internet 1--3 days after 3 days after 
release to Planning Commission (typically on release to Planning Commission (typically on 
the following Monday)the following Monday)

If not available, it will tell you when it will beIf not available, it will tell you when it will be

Demo 1: RZ 2007Demo 1: RZ 2007--LELE--007 007 –– not published yetnot published yet
Demo 2: RZ 2006Demo 2: RZ 2006--PRPR--022 022 –– published with addendumspublished with addendums
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DPZ Website Planning Portal:DPZ Website Planning Portal: 
List of Pending Staff Reports, Locator MapsList of Pending Staff Reports, Locator Maps

Starting Dec. 2008, a locator map goes online as soon as a case Starting Dec. 2008, a locator map goes online as soon as a case 
is acceptedis accepted
Displayed in a list of pending casesDisplayed in a list of pending cases
Staff reports are added to the online list when publishedStaff reports are added to the online list when published
Not yet available in Not yet available in LDSnetLDSnet
Greg Chase is posting the list in the Planning Portal at Greg Chase is posting the list in the Planning Portal at 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/staffreports/http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/staffreports/

For now itFor now it’’s a static list, updated weeklys a static list, updated weekly
Will become a live, clickWill become a live, click--andand--runrun--it query nextit query next
Eventually in Eventually in LDSnetLDSnet –– a link on each casea link on each case’’s Overview pages Overview page

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/staffreports/


3/9/20093/9/2009 1414

DPZ Website Planning Portal:DPZ Website Planning Portal: 
List of Pending Staff Reports, Locator MapsList of Pending Staff Reports, Locator Maps
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LDSnetLDSnet Data Overview: Data Overview: 
Approved/Denied CasesApproved/Denied Cases

What you wonWhat you won’’t see till at least 2 months after hearingt see till at least 2 months after hearing
Approved Zoning DistrictsApproved Zoning Districts
Approved dwelling units, FAR, GFAApproved dwelling units, FAR, GFA
Approved land usesApproved land uses
Comprehensive Plan recommendationsComprehensive Plan recommendations
Proffers and development conditionsProffers and development conditions
ScannedScanned--in plans/plats, proffer in plans/plats, proffer interpsinterps, etc., etc.

If you need this information earlier, talk to the staff If you need this information earlier, talk to the staff 
coordinator for the casecoordinator for the case

Demo: RZ 2004Demo: RZ 2004--MVMV--032032



3/9/20093/9/2009 1717

LDSnetLDSnet Data Overview: Data Overview: 
Proffers, Development ConditionsProffers, Development Conditions

•• ““Proffers/Development Condition InfoProffers/Development Condition Info”” links to lists of links to lists of 
proffered items and dev. conditionsproffered items and dev. conditions

Development conditions document is a small link just above tDevelopment conditions document is a small link just above the he 
development conditions listdevelopment conditions list

Proffers documents: Proffers documents: 
•• online since 1998 as scanned imagesonline since 1998 as scanned images
•• ““Proffers/Conditions/PlansProffers/Conditions/Plans”” link from Overview pagelink from Overview page

Demo: RZ 2004Demo: RZ 2004--MVMV--032032
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LDSnetLDSnet Data Overview: Data Overview: 
Plan/Plats and Other ImagesPlan/Plats and Other Images

““Proffers/Conditions/PlansProffers/Conditions/Plans”” link, continued:link, continued:
Starting Jan. 2005, all images are Starting Jan. 2005, all images are PDFsPDFs

Prior to that, they were onePrior to that, they were one--pagepage--perper--file file DWFsDWFs and and 
require a special viewer software. require a special viewer software. 

IT staff can install the DWF Viewer if you need it IT staff can install the DWF Viewer if you need it 

PDF demo: RZ 2004PDF demo: RZ 2004--MVMV--032032
DWF demo: RZ 1998DWF demo: RZ 1998--LELE--064064
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•• LdsnetLdsnet will find the case regardless of whether will find the case regardless of whether 
you pad leading zeros. you pad leading zeros. 
Example: Enter 085Example: Enter 085--44--0101--00100010--A as 85A as 85--44--11--1010--AA

•• Tax map number format: Always exactly 15 Tax map number format: Always exactly 15 
spaces to fill. Sample layout: spaces to fill. Sample layout: 

Search by Search by TaxmapTaxmap Number Number 

GridGrid--33 QuadQuad--11 SpaceSpace DoubleDouble--22 SingleSingle--22 LotLot--44 SuffixSuffix--22

047047 22 __ 0101 _ __ _ 00170017 _ __ _

See handout for more details
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Search by Partial Search by Partial TaxmapTaxmap ##

Searching by part of a Searching by part of a taxmaptaxmap # will find all # will find all 
taxmaptaxmap numbers that start with those numbers.numbers that start with those numbers.

Demo: search on Demo: search on taxmaptaxmap # 054# 054--1 ((1)) returns 1 ((1)) returns 
41 zoning cases for that land area.41 zoning cases for that land area.
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Search Full Parcel History: Search Full Parcel History: 
Coming SoonComing Soon……

Search on current Search on current taxmaptaxmap #s to find zoning cases #s to find zoning cases 
filed under old filed under old taxmaptaxmap #s that have been #s that have been 
renumbered, combined, or subdividedrenumbered, combined, or subdivided 

---- or or ––
Search on an old Search on an old taxmaptaxmap # and find newer cases with # and find newer cases with 
current current taxmaptaxmap #s that are descended from the old #s that are descended from the old 
taxmaptaxmap #. #. 

Working with Greg Chase to put this on our website Working with Greg Chase to put this on our website 
in the Planning Portal for staff usein the Planning Portal for staff use
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Custom SearchesCustom Searches
Can search on almost any Can search on almost any 

combination of these, in theorycombination of these, in theory

In Practice: In Practice: 
•• Tax map search usually should run Tax map search usually should run 

by itself, with no other criteriaby itself, with no other criteria
•• DonDon’’t use both accepted and t use both accepted and 

received datesreceived dates
•• Date range has a 3Date range has a 3--year limityear limit
•• Role is for use with Last Name/Org Role is for use with Last Name/Org 

Name searchName search
•• DonDon’’t need the case ID searches t need the case ID searches 

here (here (IndivIndiv. . ApplAppl, Init & , Init & SubseqSubseq 
ApplAppl, Temp ID), Temp ID)
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Custom SearchesCustom Searches

Demo 1: Adding and removing search criteriaDemo 1: Adding and removing search criteria
Demo 2: Site plan custom search works the same wayDemo 2: Site plan custom search works the same way
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Search by Address and MapSearch by Address and Map
Finds cases up to Finds cases up to ¼¼ mile mile 

from the addressfrom the address

Zoning cases, site plans, Zoning cases, site plans, 
building permitsbuilding permits

Links to case detailsLinks to case details

Flip between clickable Flip between clickable 
map and case detailsmap and case details

Draw a rectangle around Draw a rectangle around 
case to zoom incase to zoom in

Demo: 12055 Demo: 12055 GovGov’’tt 
Center PkwyCenter Pkwy
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Search by Magisterial DistrictSearch by Magisterial District
The mapThe map--based magisterial district search is an based magisterial district search is an 
easy way to find active cases on a map.easy way to find active cases on a map.
•• Click on the orange number on the map, or click the Click on the orange number on the map, or click the 

case ID on left side, to go to the Overview information case ID on left side, to go to the Overview information 
page for that casepage for that case

•• To zoom in on an area or a case, draw a rectangle To zoom in on an area or a case, draw a rectangle 
around itaround it

To zoom in on an area, draw a rectangle on the map To zoom in on an area, draw a rectangle on the map 
with the cursorwith the cursor
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Search by MapSearch by Map
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Search by MapSearch by Map

Limitations:Limitations:
•• One supervisory district at a timeOne supervisory district at a time
•• One zoning case (or site plan) type at a time. One zoning case (or site plan) type at a time. 
•• One yearOne year’’s worth of cases at a time. s worth of cases at a time. 
•• Goes back only to 1996Goes back only to 1996
•• Pick one: pending (inPick one: pending (in--process) or approved cases. process) or approved cases. 
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Who To Call for HelpWho To Call for Help
Problems & malfunctions, application change Problems & malfunctions, application change 
requests, complex research questions: Allison Clark requests, complex research questions: Allison Clark 
at 4at 4--1213.1213.

General help finding information or using the General help finding information or using the 
searches: Lisa searches: Lisa FeibelmanFeibelman, the permanent ZED POD; , the permanent ZED POD; 
or any of the ZED front counter (Marsha, Carolyn, or any of the ZED front counter (Marsha, Carolyn, 
Brenda); or AllisonBrenda); or Allison

Site plans or waivers: Karyl Curtin from DPWES, 4Site plans or waivers: Karyl Curtin from DPWES, 4--
1790, on 51790, on 5thth floor. floor. 
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Search Full Parcel HistorySearch Full Parcel History
DemoDemo: : 

Old Old taxmaptaxmap #s 0302 ((07)) (01) 0028 thru 0107#s 0302 ((07)) (01) 0028 thru 0107

Renumbered to 0302 ((50)) 0001 thru 0029Renumbered to 0302 ((50)) 0001 thru 0029

Three cases are tied to old Three cases are tied to old taxmaptaxmap numbersnumbers

No cases related to the current onesNo cases related to the current ones
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