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The following is a summary of the community comments gathered at the October 18 Reston Village 

Centers community meeting. The meeting was held as part of the Reston Master Plan Special Study 

and was presented by the Hunter Mill District Supervisor Office and Fairfax County Department of 

Planning and Zoning. For this summary, the comments have been paraphrased and are grouped into 

the four Village Centers under review: Hunters Woods, South Lakes, North Point and Tall Oaks. All 

individual comments received during the meeting are being evaluated as part of the development of the 

Reston Master Plan text. 

The Reston Village Centers discussion focused on a “Working Draft” of the Reston Master Plan text:  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/staff_documents/20140905_draft_strawman.pdf 

Brief summary of “Working Draft” document:  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/staff_documents/20140913_reston_study_info_packet_20140905.pdf#page=7 
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HUNTERS WOODS VILLAGE CENTER 

Strengths 

 Has a senior center 

 Has a church 

 Has a plaza 

 Has a grocery store 

 Has the Reston Community Center 

 Is the most like the original Village 

Center vision due to its variety of 

uses 

 Has good vehicular access 

 Convenient to Ariake Japanese 

Restaurant 

 Customer base is represented by a 

diverse socio-economic demographic 

Background 

 

 

 

Weaknesses 

 Perception of an unsafe 

environment 

 No specific draw or 

attraction 

 Multi-modal safety is a 

concern 

 Other shopping nearby; 

high retail competition 

 Customer base is 

represented by a diverse socio-economic demographic  

 Pedestrian tunnels into Village Center are perceived as 

dangerous and uninviting 

 General appearance and design 

 Landscape is dominated by parking lot; no trees 

 Infill or redevelopment is impeded by the Transcontinental 

gas pipeline that runs underneath parts of the Village Center 

 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/staff_documents/20140905_draft_strawman.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/staff_documents/20140913_reston_study_info_packet_20140905.pdf#page=7
http://ariakerestaurant.com/
http://ariakerestaurant.com/
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HUNTERS WOODS VILLAGE CENTER (cont) 

 

 

 

Opportunities/Suggestions 

 Expand or create community gathering space. 

 Public spaces need to be safe and visible. 

 Improve open areas by making them green rather 

than hardscaped concrete plazas. 

 Stimulate activity by using placemaking (planning, 

design and management of public spaces) and 

programmed community events and activities in the 

space outside of the Reston Community Center but 

linked to community center. 

 Physically expand the community center and 

theatre. 

 Create play areas for families with small children. 

 Incorporate structured parking (parking decks) and 

reduce surface parking. 

 Improve walkability and bike connectivity by 

improving pedestrian/bicycle circulation within the 

Village Center and access from Colts Neck and 

Glade Roads. 

 Create a public park with seating space for dinning, 

people watching, resting…etc. 

 Increase residential density and vertical mix of 

uses. 

 Incorporate live/work units into residential/office 

mix. 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/listservsubscribe.htm
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SOUTH LAKES VILLAGE CENTER 

Strengths 

 Lake Thoreau abuts Village Center 

 Has a grocery store 

 Good mix of retail stores that are 

highly trafficked and successful 

 Good pedestrian/bicycle accessibility 

 Close to Wiehle-Reston East Metro 

Station and TSA 

Weaknesses 

 Access to and visibility of Lake Thoreau is lacking. 

Many customers do not know it’s there 

 Pedestrian circulation within the Village Center 

needs improvement 

 Landscape is dominated by parking lot 

 Lacking a substantial public gathering space 

 Parking is frequently at capacity, thus making 

parking difficult 

 Vehicular and pedestrian circulation within Village 

Center is dangerous 

 High lease rates are pushing out smaller businesses 

 Perception of disinterest by Safeway corporate 

towards the small store at Village Center 

 Increased retail competition from Transit Station 

Area 

 Difficult to add vertical mixed use development 

 
Opportunities/Suggestions 

 Increase presence of storefronts and community activities along Lake Thoreau. Activate Lake 

Thoreau for the Village Center visitor. Create a promenade along the lake.  

 Create a community gathering space 

 Bike share opportunity. 

 Create pedestrian/bike trail and crossings along South Lakes Drive. 

 Increase public transportation. 

 Increase residential density. 

 Increase parking capacity. 

 Specialize/create unique tenant mix to better compete with potential Transit Station Area retail. 

 Expand Village Center boundary 

 

https://www.facebook.com/fairfaxlanduse
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NORTH POINT VILLAGE CENTER 

Strengths 

 Most lively of the Village Centers 

 Its suburban shopping center design makes 

it successful 

 Adjacent soccer fields provide family 

customer base and opportunity for 

programming linkages 

 Buffered from homes to the north 

 Good multi-modal accessibility 

 Good mix of retail stores 

 Giant is successful anchor grocery tenant. 

 Parking is convenient 

 Shared parking with Sprint works 

 Seems to receive a lot of pedestrian activity 

from surrounding communities 

 Has good visibility  

Weaknesses 

 Furthest from Village Center concept-more 

typical suburban center-mixed use/residential 

 Lacks unique design or character; no attraction 

 No longer contains a bookstore or video store 

 Poor bike parking 

 Pedestrian and bike access is circuitous 

 Poor vehicle access; signal would have to go up 

 Too much land used up for parking 

 No central plaza or gathering spaces 

 Landscape buffer hides retail 

 Village Center has an awkward size 

 Residential units are separated from 

commercial uses, not integrated 

 Residential unit type lacks diversity 

Opportunities/Suggestions 

 Structured parking can reduce surface parking. 

 More senior housing 

 Construct a combination plaza and green space.  

 Make the place more special (identity). 

 More outdoor seating. 

 Become more accessible to walkers and bikers; increase access and routes into Village 

Center for bicycles. 

 Athletic fields and pool should be a community gathering feature and a community focal point 

 Create opportunity for residential above retail and seamlessly integrated residential uses 

adjoining retail. 
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TALL OAKS VILLAGE CENTER 

Strengths 

 Remaining stores have loyal customer base 

 Ethnic and good value restaurants 

 Close to Wiehle-Reston East Metro Station 

and TSA 

 Has good pedestrian/bicycle accessibility 

 

Weaknesses 

 Rumors have created a lot of doubts and 

anxiety for the future of the Village Center 

 Center is hidden from view, needs better 

signage on main road 

 Competition from Plaza America has 

supplanted Tall Oaks 

 Lack of residential density proximate to Village 

Center 

 Can never be a big enough retail center 

 Not viable as a single use commercial center 

 High vacancy rates and growing 

 Single access point a problem, needs multiple 

access points 

 Directly competitive with Wiehle-Reston East 

Transit Station Area 

 Too much asphalt 

Opportunities/Suggestions 

 Consider trade area of the Village Center when determining future land use recommendations. 

 Business owners should be partners. Owners want to have a place at the table with any future 

contract purchasers. 

 Change to convenience center, park, residential 

 Demolish and make residential 

 Keep assisted living.  

 Create new access on Wiehle Avenue 

 Improve visibility and signage 

 Provide a community gathering space. 

 Keep wooded areas. 

 Need higher residential intensity.  

 Add residential; at least 50%. 

 Construct multi-family with ground-level retail 

 Recreate like the Eden Center in 7 Corners (multi-ethnic or ethnic services) 

https://www.facebook.com/fairfaxlanduse
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GENERAL COMMENTS  

 Every Village Center should have a 

grocery store. 

 Bridge over Soapstone should be 

included in the Fairfax County 

Transportation Plan. 

 Reduce the amount of surface parking. 

 More green and community gathering 

spaces. 

 Understand development limitations 

caused by regulations, duties or 

restrictions. 
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