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Village Centers Discussion 

Agenda 

 Welcome 

 Context: Planning in Reston 

 Background: Reston Master Plan Special Study 

 Goals of Phase 2 

 Land Use Map Draft 

 Working Draft Overview 

 Future Input 

 Small Group Discussion & Report Out 
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Welcome 

Who’s in the Room? 

 Live in Reston? 

 Less than 5 years  /  more than 5 years 

 Work in Reston? 

 Own or run a business in a Village Center? 

 North Point  /  South Lakes  /  Tall Oaks  /  Hunters Woods  /  

Lake Anne 

 Attended June’s Open House or September’s 

Neighborhoods Meeting? 
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Welcome 

 Why are we here today? 

 Seek input and ideas from you about the 

Village Centers. 

 Provide information about this planning 

process and how you can provide input. 
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Welcome 

 Info packet from welcome table 

 Phase II Schedule 

 Phases of the Study map 

 Reston’s Vision and Principles 

 Reston “Working Draft” Plan Text 

 Village Centers Excerpt 

 Summary 

 General Comment form 

 Fairfax Forward Meeting feedback survey 
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Context: Planning in Reston  
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Context: Planning in Reston  

 
 

 

 

 Reston Master Plan  

 Consists of 3 Plan maps 

 Land Use Plan 

 Community Facilities 

Plan  

 Transportation Plan 

 Incorporated into 

Fairfax County 

Comprehensive Plan 
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Context: Planning in Reston  

 
 

 

 

 Reston Master Plan  
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Context: Planning in Reston 

 

 

 Recommendations for 

Reston need revision 

 Land Use Plan - last 

updated in 1989 at request 

of master developer 

 No longer a master 

developer to update Reston 

Master Plan 

 Plan recommendations have 

outdated elements 

 Need better Plan guidance 

as Reston is now a mature 

community 
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Context: Planning in Reston  
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Background 

May 2009 – Board of Supervisors 

(BOS) authorized planning study 

 Phase 1 – Areas along Dulles Toll 

Road aka Reston Transit Station 

Areas (TSA) 

 Community Task Force held 200+ public 

meetings to discuss and provide 

recommendations to BOS 

 BOS adopted Reston TSA Plan Feb. 

2014 

 3 Follow-On Motions – work being 

completed in parallel with Phase 2 

 Phase 2 - Areas of Reston away 

from Dulles Toll Road 

 Residential neighborhoods 

 Village Centers 

 Other commercial areas 
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Background  

 

 

 Future growth focused in 

TSAs & Village Centers 

 Task Force established 

Vision & Principles for all 

of Reston: 
 Transit Station Areas 

 Village Centers 

 Residential neighborhoods  
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Goals of Phase 2 

 Prepare new Plan text guidance for Reston: 
 Community-wide recommendations 

 Residential Neighborhoods 

 Village Centers 

 Convenience Centers 

 Baron Cameron Retail Area 

 Update Reston land use map. 

 Incorporate adopted Vision & Principles & TSA 

guidance with new Plan text guidance for 

Reston. 
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Goals of Phase 2 

 
 

 

 Incorporate Reston Plan text and maps into 

“Working Draft” document to: 
 Establish expectations for development in Reston now that it is a 

mature community. 

 Maintain existing residential uses and character. 

 Reston-specific and enhanced redevelopment criteria for residential 

redevelopment. 

 Create General Vision for Village Centers and process for 

consideration of redevelopment.  

 Maintain existing uses & character of Reston’s Convenience 

Centers and other commercial areas. 
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Goals of Phase 2 

 Consider property-specific land use proposals 

for Phase 2 Area: 
 3 proposals received from community:  

 Fairfax Hunt (abutting Lake Fairfax Park) is addressed 

specifically in the Working Draft. 

 Two other proposals either weren’t property-specific or were 

outside study area therefore are not specifically addressed in 

Working Draft. 

 1 proposal remained from 2008-2009 Area Plans Review (APR) 

process: 

 APR applicant no longer pursuing proposed change. 

 View proposals information: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/landuse_submissions.htm 

 

 

 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/landuse_submissions.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/landuse_submissions.htm
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Working Draft 

Overview  

 Organization 

 Introduction & Context (pages 1-6) 

 Reston Vision & Principles (pages 7-12) 

 Community-wide Recommendations (pages 13-45) 

 Geographic-specific Guidance  

 Neighborhoods (pages 46-49) 

 Village Centers (pages 49-69) 

 Other Commercial Areas (pages 70-71) 

 Transit Station Areas (to be included in a subsequent draft) 

 Existing Plan text to be incorporated into new section    

is shaded gray 

 Proposed Plan text is shaded black 
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Working Draft 

Vision & Planning Principles   

 Developed by Community Task Force during Phase I, serves 

as basis for future Plan guidance in Reston. 

 Expands upon Reston’s founding principles and addresses: 

 Excellence in design & environmental sustainability 

 Growth phased with infrastructure 

 Accommodation of both urban and suburban life styles 

 Transformation of rail corridor into more vibrant employment center 

 Housing for all ages and incomes 

 Connectivity and mobility 

 High quality public open space 

 Public participation in planning & zoning 
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Working Draft 

Community-wide Recommendations 

 Establish general framework for evaluating 

redevelopment proposals.  

 Apply to development anywhere in Reston, 

unless specifically noted within Community-wide 

recommendations or in geographic-specific 

recommendations. 
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 Growth is focused in Reston’s Transit 

Station Areas and Village Centers. 

 All other areas of Reston are 

generally planned to remain as 

currently built. 

Working Draft 

Overall Land Use 



Reston Master Plan Special Study, Phase 2  October 18, 2014 

WELCOME   CONTEXT   BACKGROUND   GOALS   WORKING DRAFT   FUTURE INPUT   GROUPS 

Working Draft 

Residential Land Use 

 Current: Map categories allow flexibility in unit 

type & density for developer to respond to 

market changes. 

 Proposed:  Map categories become firm to 

reflect the built unit types and density to maintain 

neighborhood character. 

 Proposed: Text adds Reston-specific 

redevelopment criteria surpassing existing 

County-wide criteria. 
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Working Draft 

Residential Land Use Exceptions 

 Charter Oaks and Fairways are two apartment 

complexes with existing zoning approvals 

allowing significant changes in number of units 

and/or unit type. 
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Working Draft 

Non-Residential Land Use 

 Convenience Centers proposed to maintain 

existing uses and character. 

 Baron Cameron Retail & other commercial areas 

proposed to maintain existing uses & character. 
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Working Draft 

Urban Design & Placemaking 

 Design principles guiding appearance, 

arrangement & function of built environment: 

 Complement Reston’s character (the look & feel) 

 Prioritize pedestrian connections 

 Conserve land 

 Enhance local & regional identity 

 Sustainable buildings & environments 
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Working Draft 

Housing 

 Maintain variety of 

residential unit types.  

 For all ages & stages of 

life. 

 Affordable for all incomes. 
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 Multimodal transportation system to serve Reston: 

 Transit / Pedestrians / Bicyclists / Vehicles 

 Pedestrian & bicycle facilities & design emphasized 

 Existing trails now mapped 

 Bicycle facilities refer to  County Bicycle Master Plan 

Working Draft 

Transportation 
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Working Draft 

Parks, Recreation & Open Space 

 Current: Reston land use map reflects public parks & 

some private rec. & open space.  

 There is no Reston parks map. 

 Proposed: Expand Reston land 

use map to include all private 

recreation & open space. 

 Dedicated Reston parks map.  

 Park facilities improved or added 

as growth occurs. 
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 Stormwater management practices improved. 

Protect, enhance & manage natural resources: 
 Wetlands & ponds 

 Streams & buffer areas 

 Native plantings 

 Stream restoration 

 Tree canopy (Tree Action Plan) 

 Green building guidelines Courtesy of Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc. 

Working Draft 

Environmental Stewardship 
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 Lake Anne Village Center 

Historic Overlay District. 

 Recommends any 

development or ground 

disturbance be preceded 

by heritage resource 

studies. 

Working Draft 

Heritage Resources 
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 Identifies existing 

schools, fire & rescue 

& library. 

 Recommends public 

facilities be expanded 

or built to serve 

planned growth. 

Working Draft 

Public Facilities 
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 References County’s 

existing guidance:  

 Invest in existing and new arts 

facilities 

 Support opportunities to display 

art 

 Identifies Initiative for 

Public Art in Reston’s 

(IPAR) role in providing 

public art . 

Working Draft 

Public Art 
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Working Draft 

Village Centers 
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Working Draft 

Village Centers Plan Text 

 Current Plan guidance applies to all Village 

Centers: 

 “The Village Centers in Reston should be planned and 

developed for neighborhood retail use up to .25 FAR, 

integrated with accessory office uses, community 

services, and residential development.” 
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Working Draft 

Village Centers Today 

 Form & function of 

today’s Village 

Centers vary 
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Working Draft 

Village Centers General Vision  

 Proposed Village Center guidance creates a 

framework for future planning efforts. 

 General vision seeks: 

 Vibrant community 

gathering places  

 Excellent site design & 

architecture 

 Connectivity & mobility 

 Respect for surrounding 

residential neighborhoods 
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Working Draft 

Village Centers Gathering Spaces  
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Working Draft 

Village Centers Connectivity  
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Working Draft 

Village Centers Redevelopment 

  
 Proposed to occur in commercial area but not 

residential portion of Village Centers. 
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Working Draft 

Village Centers Redevelopment 

  
 Redevelopment process should: 

 Demonstrate achievement of general vision 

 Determine goals of all stakeholders 

 Design charrette to gather input 

 Conduct market analysis  

 Conduct transportation analysis 

 Result in Plan amendment and rezoning 

 Resulting detailed plans could then be 

implemented in near term 
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Working Draft 

Lake Anne Example  
 County tried to engage all property owners – key owners were ready 

to discuss redevelopment. 

 Effort to develop future vision for 

Lake Anne involved market studies 

& other research to inform 

development of new Plan guidance. 

 As part of process, boundary of  

Village Center was adjusted.  For 

other Village Centers, 

Redevelopment process could 

include discussion of boundary 

adjustments.  
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Future Input Opportunities 

Additional Community Meetings   

 November:  Recurring topics raised previously or today 

like pedestrian & bike connectivity or Baron Cameron 

commercial area. 

 Saturday, November 8th / 8:30am – 11:30am / Aldrin ES      

11375 Center Harbor Road, Reston, VA 20194  

 December:  Review updated Working Draft document. 

 Date  /  Time  /  Location  (to be determined)  

 Study Schedule included in information packet and 

online. 
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Future Input Opportunities 

Information / Contact Us   

 We welcome your comments and questions. 

 Email comments for posting to project website: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/comments.htm 

 Call us or schedule a meeting (703-324-1380): 

 Heidi Merkel (project manager) 

 Richard Lambert & Faheem Darab (planners) 

 Project website (materials to  be posted): 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/comments.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/comments.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/comments.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/
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Small Group Discussion   

 Group discussion until 11:00. 

 Small groups lead by a facilitator: 

 Group will discuss prepared questions. 

 Chance for group open discussion as time permits. 

 Comment cards available for additional input. 

 Small groups report to full group at 11:05. 

 Small groups assigned by colored dots on your 

info packet from sign-in table. 
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Small Group Discussion 

Materials   

 For each participant: 

 Question Sheet 

 Comment sheet 

 For each small group: 

 Working Draft document  

 11x17 information sheets on Village Centers 

 Poster of Village Center Map, and on reverse side  

Draft Reston Community Planning Sector Land Use 

map 
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Small Group Discussion   

 Your ideas will be: 

 Considered for incorporation into Reston Plan.  

 Considered for identifying opportunities for further 

community dialogue. 

 Summarized & added to today’s meeting page on 

project website. 

 Included in a comment matrix when publishing Plan 

text with staff report, if incorporated into Reston Plan. 

 We thank you for your participation! 
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Information / Contact Us   

 We welcome your comments and questions. 

 Email comments for posting to project website: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/comments.htm 

 Call us or schedule a meeting (703-324-1380): 

 Heidi Merkel (project manager) 

 Richard Lambert & Faheem Darab (planners) 

 Project website (materials to  be posted): 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/reston/ 
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