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Since 1982Since 1982
Population: Population: 

Up 22%Up 22%

Driving: Driving: 
Up 70%Up 70%

Highway Delay: Highway Delay: 
Up 235%Up 235%

(Based on data from the Texas (Based on data from the Texas 
Transportation Institute)Transportation Institute)
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Separation of Community Activities:
Where’s the Center in Centreville?
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Separation of Uses Leads to More Driving
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Metro, MARC & VRE:Metro, MARC & VRE:

More In Planning

114 Stations114 Stations



SOLUTIONS: 
Network of Livable Communities

• Urban revitalization and transit-oriented 
development with pricing cuts traffic:
– 15% reduction in daily vehicle trips
– 11.5% reduction in vehicle miles traveled
– 22% reduction in vehicle hours of travel
– 13% increase in average daily highway speed



SOLUTIONS: 
Balanced Land Use

• Montgomery County Study (TPR-BLU)
– Balanced jobs and housing and used TOD
– Directed more jobs to eastern MontCo and 

more housing to job centers of I-270
– Result was lower VMT, VHT and more jobs 

accessible by transit
• ICC Alternative – Balance with TOD

– Fewer hours of delay, fewer VMT, less traffic 
on local roads, less air pollution.
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Arlington County, Virginia
• Use Metrorail as catalyst for 

redevelopment of 
commercial spine of 
Arlington

• Concentrate density and 
promote mixed use at five 
stations; scale development 
down to neighborhoods

• Preserve and reinvest in 
adjacent residential 
neighborhoods
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Rosslyn-Ballston Corridor Results
• 33% of County’s real estate tax revenue 
comes from 7.6% of its land area.

73% of Metro users at these five stations 
walk there.

• 70% of residents in the corridor own 1 or 0 
cars.

•Traffic at local intersections in the corridor 
has seen only slight increases, if any, despite 
large-scale development.



Transit Mode Shares

• 2/3 of Peak Hour Commuters on I- 
66/Orange Line Corridor use Transit

• 1/3 of Peak Hour Commuters on I-95 
Corridor use Transit

• To Serve the Same Number of Commuters 
via Highways would require 15 additional 
lanes

• 35% of Peak Hour Commuters in Region 
use Transit



In February 2005, CSG and its partners including PEC participated in a 
regional planning exercise called Reality Check.                

New ideas were generated about regional development patterns.



Reality Check Premise

By the year 2030, the 
Washington Region will 
add…2 million new 
residents and 1.6 million 
new jobs

Where will these 
individuals live, work, 
and play?



Preserve & Protect open space

Common Principles Emerge



A Reality Check common theme:         
Growth Concentrated Near Metro Areas- 
Transit Oriented Development



Focus development 
near transit stations



Develop east side of region

Naylor Road Metro Station



Maintain jobs-housing balance



A Region Divided 
But 15+ Metro Stations



Changing U.S. Demographics

Married Couples with kids 
are no longer dominant 
(only 23% of households)
“Empty-Nesters” are on the 
rise
Single-Person Households 
will grow the most
“The Rise of the Creative 
Class”
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Tyson’s Galleria Mall



Great Places Begin 
with Great Streets



Streets Pedestrian-friendly four lane arterial residential street 
next to pocket park



Streets Ample sidewalks for cafes



Public Spaces
Village green at the Ballston Metro station

• Good public 
space offers 
benches for 
sitting

• Combines 
hardscape and 
green

• Closely connects 
to retail, offices, 
transit



Public Spaces Pocket Parks

• Every residence should 
be within a 3-5 minute 
walk of a pocket park

• Pocket parks should be 
small, front the street, 
and be visible from the 
street



U.S. Share of Car Emissions
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2002-2030 Changes in Households, 
Employment, VMT, NOx, VOC and CO2 
for the 8-Hour Ozone Non-Attainment 

Area2002 2030 % Change
Households 2,893,646 4,162,621 44%
Employment 1,742,117 2,463,893 41%
Annual VMT 
(000,000’s)

39,212 53,726 37%
NOx (tons/day) 259.232 34.899 -87%
VOC (tons/day) 101.117 39.41 -61%
CO2 (tons/year) 23,273,168 34,450,922 48%







Growing Cooler: 
The Evidence on Urban 

Development and Climate Change
www.smartgrowthamerica.org

http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/


The Key To Success

The Right 
Development In The 

Right Places 

The Key To Success

The Right 
Development In The 

Right Places



Coalition for Smarter GrowthCoalition for Smarter Growth 
(202)244(202)244--44084408 

www.smartergrowth.netwww.smartergrowth.net

www.reconnectingvirginia.orgwww.reconnectingvirginia.org

To Learn More, Contact: To Learn More, Contact: 

http://www.smartergrowth.net/
http://www.reconnectingvirginia.org/
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