Temporary Portable
Storage Containers

Information for Residentially
Developed Properties

adopted new Zoning Ordinance regu-

lations on Sept. 10, 2007, that condi-
tionally permit temporary residential
portable storage containers on properties
containing dwellings.

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors

What is a temporary portable storage con-
tainer?

It is a purpose-built, fully enclosed, box-like
container with signage on one or more of its
outer surfaces. It is uniquely designed to per-
mit ease of loading to and from a transport
vehicle.
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Typical temporary portable storage contalner.

A temporary portable storage container Is not

a storage shed, roll-off container, dumpster,
cargo/shipping container or the trailer por-
tion of a tractor-trailer.
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Storage sheds and roll-off containers are not
temporary portable storage containers.

How much portable storage is permitted on a
residential property?

Fairfax County Zoning Ordinance permits no
more than 130 sq. ft. of portable storage. The
130 sq. ft. of allowable container use is a cu-
mulative amount that may include one or
more containers.

Portable storage containers come in vari-
ous standard sizes. Portable storage compa-
nies generally provide containers in one or
more of the following standard sizes: 16" x 8
(128 sq. ft.); 12" x 8" (96 sq. ft.); or 5" x 8" (40
sq. ft.).

The cumulative footprint area of all temporary
portable storage containers on a property may
not exceed 130 square feet.

How long can a portable storage container be
used on a single family detached dwelling unit
lot?

Portable storage containers are allowed for a
period of 30 consecutive days within a 6-
month period on a single family detached
dwelling lot that contains 36,000 sq. ft. or
less. On a single family detached dwelling lot
that contains greater than 36,000 sq. ft., a
portable storage container may be placed for
a period not to exceed 60 consecutive days
within a 6-month period.

How long can a portable storage container be
used on a lot that contains a townhouse or a
multiple family dwelling?

Portable storage containers are allowed on
townhouse and multiple family properties for
a period not to exceed 7 consecutive days
within a 6-month period.

Are portable storage containers subject to
height limitations?

Yes, portable storage containers may not ex-
ceed a height of 82 feet. The height of such
structures is measured from the lowest
ground level adjacent to the structure to the
top of the structure, therefore stacking of
conventional size (8’ tall) containers would
not be permitted.

Do Fairfax County regulations limit the amount
or type of signage that can appear on a
portable storage container?

A sign displaying the container provider con-
tact information is required. There are no
limitations on the amount of signage that can
be displayed on a container. However, signs
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must not include advertisements for any
other product or service.

Are there restrictions on where a portable stor-
age container may be placed on a property?
Yes, containers may not be placed on a street,
sidewalk or trail. They may not be placed in
any location that would interfere with vehic-
ular or pedestrian circulation or cause re-
duced wvisibility at street intersections.
Container placements shall adhere to all ap-
plicable building and fire code regulations for
the purpose of ensuring safe passage to and
from dwellings, access to utility shut-off
valves and for fire protection. In addition,
portable storage containers may not be lo-
cated in any required open space or land-
scaped area.

In case of a flood, fire or other casualty event,
are there any options available for keeping a
portable storage container on a residential
property for a longer period of time?
Yes, when a dwelling has suffered casualty
damage, a person may apply for a Temporary
Special Permit (TSP) to allow the use of a
portable storage container for a period of up to
6 months or for the period of an active Build-
ing Permit, whichever is shorter in duration.
Such a TSP is issued administratively by
the Zoning Administrator and a TSP request
is made to the Zoning Permit Review Branch
of the Department of Planning and Zoning. A
TSP may be extended beyond a 6 month pe-
riod upon approval of the Fairfax County
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) following a
public hearing. An application fee is not re-
quired for such TSP requests. m
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More information

Complaints
Zoning Enforcement Branch
703-324-1300, TTY 711

Temporary Special Permits
Zoning Permit Review Branch
703-222-1082, TTY 711

Fairfax County on the Web
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/

This brochure produced by

Fairfax County, Virginia
Department of Planning & Zoning
Zoning Administration Division
12055 Government Center Parkway
Suite 807

Fairfax, VA 22035

703-324-1314, TTY 711

To request this information in an alternate
format, call (T03) 324-1334, TTY 711.
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