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Dear Dranesville Constituent, 
 
On Monday, November 27, I was both honored and pleased to be a 
part of a very special ceremony at the Eagle property, which is located 
off of Georgetown Pike, along the Potomac River Gorge.  The occa-
sion was the formal signing of a conservation easement document, 
whereby the Eagle family has agreed to permanently protect their sce-
nic and valuable land from future development.  Although the Eagles 
have held this land in a county-approved Agricultural District for over 
15 years, this was a generous and significant step for the family. 
 
Earlier this year, the Eagle family approached my office, asking for 
some advice on how they might best proceed to preserve their 70 
acres.  What followed were a number of meetings with the Fairfax 
county Attorney’s Office, several conservation groups, the Eagle fam-
ily, and the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority which already 
had a limited number of old scenic easements on the property.  After 
much consideration, the family chose the Northern Virginia Conserva-
tion Trust to hold this easement. 

 
I would hope the community 
would join me in saying a special 
“thank you” to Fredette, Tabitha, 
Hunter and Bryan Eagle for their 
foresight and selflessness in want-
ing to preserve and protect  the 
scenic vistas, wildlife habitat, his-
toric and archeological resources 
present on this site for future gen-
erations of Dranesville residents.   
 
Joan M. DuBois 
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Fredette (left) and Tabitha Eagle (right) 
joined me at the signing ceremony on their 
property along the Potomac River.   
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Animal Shelter Sponsors Home 4 Holidays Campaign 

 
Fairfax County Animal Shelter has joined with area shelters and rescue groups to help match 
orphaned pets with loving families as part of a nation-wide Home 4 Holidays campaign.   
 
The shelter will be offering special Sunday adoption hours from noon to 4 p.m. in December.  
The shelter has cats and dogs, as well as rabbits, guinea pigs and sometimes birds, snakes, 
hamsters and ferrets.  You can see the animals up for adoption on their website at  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/animals/.  Last year’s Home 4 Holidays campaign was so 
successful that they ran out of dogs.   
 
The Fairfax County Animal Shelter is located at 4500 West Ox Road in Fairfax.   In addition 
to the special Sunday hours, the regular adoption hours are Tuesday through Friday, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The shelter is closed on Mondays and holidays. 

Tysons Mall Rezoning – What do YOU Think? 
 

The County Planning Commission last week proposed to allow final rezoning of only a portion 
of the planned expansion of the 76 acre Tysons Corner Center, but postponed a final vote 
until January 18, 2007. The Board of Supervisors is now scheduled to hold a public hearing on 
this case on January 22.  You can speak at this hearing by calling 703-324-3151 or by contact-
ing the following link: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bosclerk/speaker_bos.htm.  
 
Macerich, the California firm that owns Tysons Corner, has been working with the county for 
two years on its request for a zoning change on the entire site. The proposal would add 3.5 
million square feet over the next 10 to 15 years to the existing 2.4 million square foot shop-
ping center. Specifically, the developer has proposed: four office buildings with 1.4 million 
square feet; 1.6 million square feet of residential development in four buildings, with up to 
1,300 residences;  a 300-room, 266,000 square foot hotel with residential units above it; and 
approximately 200,000 square feet of service-oriented retail, such as grocers and dry cleaners 
and street-level restaurants. 
 
Macerich’s plan relies on transit densities of 1.77 FAR, and would connect to the Tyson’s Cen-
tral rail station. The proposal is at http://www.tysonsfuture.com and the staff report at: http://
ldsnet.fairfaxcounty.gov/ldsnet/ldsdwf/4188438.PDF  An extensive proffer package includes 
widening of Routes 123 and Route 7, installation of traffic signals, widening of the Westpark 
Bridge to accommodate two more lanes, bikes paths and sidewalks; widening of  International 
Drive and design of a new interchange at Rt. 123 and International; a $1M contribution to 
FCPS; a $500,000 ball field contribution; a $1.3M contribution to a shuttle service in Tysons 
Corner; dedication of land for a Route 123  bus bay; and a transportation demand manage-
ment program with a $4M penalty fund.  Nevertheless, I recognize that this rezoning will have 
a significant impact on Dranesville. I ask for and welcome your comments and thoughts on this 
rezoning prior to that time. I will weigh them carefully before I vote on this proposal early 
next year. 



 

Park’s Popularity Poses Parking Problems 
 
The two-acre playground and carousel at Clemyjontri Park are wildly popular since opening in 
October.  So popular that parking can become a headache or even a hazard.  The Fairfax 
County Park Authority has a few suggestions to facilitate your safe visit to this unique site.   
 
Most visitors come to the park between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.  Try to come early in the morning 
or later in the afternoon to avoid the crowds and lines for the attractions.  The carousel is 
currently closed for the season but the playground remains open for play.  
 
Avoid parking on Georgetown Pike.  The roadway does not have sufficient shoulders to facili-
tate safe walking path next to parked cars.  In the coming weeks, VDOT will be installing No 
Parking signs along Georgetown Pike.  Overflow parking is available at Langley Fork Park 
across Georgetown Pike for those times when the parking lot is full.  There is a paved path 
that leads from the parking lot, across Georgetown Pike to the Clemyjontri entrance.  

 
 

Public Meeting on Dolley Madison Library Expansion  
and Dranesville Supervisor’s Office  

 
A public meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 11, 2007, at 7 p.m. at the Dolley Madison 
Library community room to view the proposal for the library expansion and the addition of 
the Dranesville Supervisor’s office.  
 
The library will have increased floor space on the library level as well as a new lower level for 
the Supervisor’s office.   Residents are invited to attend the meeting to review the plans and 
offer their comments to the design staff.   
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McLean Chamber of  Commerce Holiday Tree Lighting 
 
 
 
 
 

Matt Wallace (left), Executive 
Director of the McLean 

Chamber of Commerce and  
I were honored to throw the 

switch lighting the McLean 
holiday tree.  Festivities also 

included caroling  (right) led by 
Nina Gibson and Tom  

LeGrand from the Montes-
sory School in McLean and 

yours truly.   
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Transit-Oriented Development Committee Completes Work 
 
The Fairfax County Planning Commission's Transit-Oriented Development Committee held its 
final meeting on Wednesday, November 15 at the Government Center.  The committee’s goal 
was to define standards by which future land use development proposals would be assessed. 
The group examined issues such as transit proximity; pedestrian and bike access; station-
specific issues; appropriate mixes of land uses; housing affordability; design, parking, transpor-
tation and traffic; community vision; environmental and economic benefits and open space.  
 
These meetings were open to the public and many residents observed, gave presentations, 
asked questions and provided comments. There were also presentations by national and local 
experts. The end result is a consensus vision of guidelines and principles, maps and other re-
sources, available at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/tod.htm.  The committee's work 
also included development of a draft Policy Plan. 
 
You are invited to provide additional comments at this link prior to the authorization of a 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment. Any proposed Amendments will be considered by the Plan-
ning Commission and Board of Supervisors, with public hearings scheduled before both 
groups. As the county becomes more urban, this is a crucial step toward building consensus 
around whether, how and where increased densities should be allowed. 

Holiday Schedule for Trash and Recycling Collections 
 

The Fairfax County Division of Solid Waste Collection and Recycling has announced the trash 
and recycling collection schedule for the upcoming holidays for residents of established sani-
tary districts who receive trash and recycling collection services offered by the Division of 
Solid Waste Collection and Recycling.  During the week of Dec. 25, all recycling collections 
will be pushed back by one day and trash collections will continue on a normal schedule, 
with the exception for those customers who normally have Monday collection. Monday’s col-
lection will take place on Tuesday, Dec. 26, along with Tuesday’s normal collection routes. 
Please have your trash and recycling properly placed at the curb by 6 a.m. to ensure collec-
tion.  All trash and recycling collections will return to their normal schedule on Monday, Jan. 1, 
2007. 

Thanks to Hutchison  
Clean-up Volunteers  

 
Volunteers from the Herndon Official Workers 
Center assisted in removing nearly 6,000 lbs. of  
trash around the Hutchison Elementary School 
athletic fields.  The volunteers were joined by 
staff from the Park Authority, FCPS School Secu-
rity,  Reston District Police Station, Dranesville 
District office, and Rocks Engineering Company 
who generously provided breakfast for all.   



 

County Parks Offer Best Sledding Hills 
 

The weather prognosticators have predicted that our area is due for a colder and snowier 
winter than normal with a possibility of 20-30 inches of snow.  If the predictions come true, 
plan on a winter outing at some of the best sledding hills around in our Fairfax County Parks.    
Around our district;  
 Lake Fairfax Park, Lake Fairfax Drive in Reston, just off Route 606 and Route 7:  
  sledding on the hill behind the picnic area restrooms. 
 Westgate Park, 7550 Magarity Road in McLean:  sledding behind the second ballfield. 
 Greenway Heights Park, 8203 Riding Ridge Place in Great Falls, just south of Route 
  193:  sledding through the stream valley property.   
Other notable hills can be found at Marie Butler Leven Preserve (Kirby Road in McLean),  
Nottoway Park (Courthouse Road in Vienna) , Burke Lake Park (Route 123 in Burke).  Sled-
ders must furnish their own equipment and sled at their own risk.  The Park Authority re-
minds citizens that sledding and skiing are prohibited at all County golf courses.  Visit 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks for the complete listing of sledding hills.   

Page 5 

Great Falls Gets Closer to Becoming Wildlife Habitat Community 
 
Last June I was pleased to lend my support and endorsement for efforts by the Great Falls 
Citizens Association to have its community officially certified as a wildlife habitat site. 
 
Citizens involved in this effort have recently advised me that Great Falls has exceeded its mini-
mum requirements in each of the required categories: private properties, schools and commu-
nity spaces.  Four schools (Forestville Elementary, Great Falls Elementary, Village Green Day 
Care and Colvin Run Elementary), 5 community gathering spots, including the Great Falls Li-
brary, St. Francis Church, Turner Farm Park, Christ the King Lutheran Church and Riverbend 
Park, and 115 households are already participating in this wonderful effort. 
 
 Now is the time for those of you who have “been thinking about it” to put the community 
over the top and join with your neighbors to take this significant step. The Great Falls Library 
has a display on the Habitat project with applications and handouts, or you can download an 
application at http://www.nwf.org/backyard.   If you are unsure about what your backyard 
needs to qualify, a Habitat Steward will visit your property and provide advice.  What a won-
derful way to introduce children to the concept of environmental stewardship and to create a 
haven for insects, birds and small animals. To arrange a visit, contact Robin Rentsch at  
robrentsch@cox.net 
 
 A community the size of Great Falls is required to achieve an overall total of 375 Points. Two 
hundred of those points must be from habitat certifications, and the rest come from commu-
nity efforts to enhance the environment through stream clean-ups, native plant sales, invasive 
plant removals and educational outreach.   The team is currently working on a "book of evi-
dence" to document its ongoing efforts in a variety of these areas. I challenge other Dranes-
ville communities to look at following Great Falls in this wonderful effort.  
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 Holiday Light Electrical Safety  
and Energy Saving Tips 

(from the Northern Virginia Electric Cooperative)  
 

 Electric lights and candles warm our hearts, but they can turn 
holiday cheer into tragedy if they are not handled carefully.  NOVEC provides the following safety tips. 
 
♦ Be sure all holiday lights have the Underwriters Laboratories (UL) label, which means they meet 

UL safety standards.  Be sure to buy the right set, either for indoor use, outdoor use, or both.   
♦ New light-emitting diodes (LED) holiday lights use much less energy than traditional lights.  Conse-

quently, they do not become hot enough to burn fingers or catch trees on fire. 
♦ Before installation, check for frayed wires, damaged sockets, or cracked insulation.  If you find any 

defects, replace the entire light set. 
♦ To minimize fire and shock danger, make sure there is a bulb in each socket.  If a bulb is burned 

out, leave it in until you unplug the light set and replace the bulb. 
♦ All outdoor cords, plugs and sockets must be weatherproof.  Also, make sure there is a ground 

fault circuit interrupter on each circuit.  
♦ Remember that hot bulbs can ignite dry tree branches.  To avoid damage and injury, keep trees 

well watered and keep extension cords and light strings away from the water. 
♦ Keep a working fire extinguisher handy. 
♦ Don’t overload your electric circuits or extensions cords with too many light strings.  Don’t con-

nect more than three light strings.  The cords could overheat and start a fire. 
♦ Never leave lighted candles unattended.  Responsible adults should monitor them at all times.  Do 

not light candles on Christmas trees.  Properly installed electric lights are much safer.  
♦ Always unplug holiday lights before going to bed or leaving the house. 
 
 
Some Holiday Lights Are Energy Hogs 
 
 If you’re a fan of those old-fashioned, two 
inch (C-7) bulbs for decorating, keeping in mind 
that they each use about five watts of electricity.  
According to the US Department of Energy, light-
ing six, 100-light strands of these large bulbs 
around the clock for 30 days cost more than $18, 
based on an average of eight cents per kilowatt 
hour. 
 A more energy-conscious choice would be 
miniature white or colored lights.  Miniatures use 
about half a watt each.  
 Even less costly and more efficient are 
LED holiday lights, which use .04 watt per bulb.  
Over a 30-day period, lighting 500 LED bulbs 
would cost about 19 cents.  According to the alli-
ance to Save Energy, LEDs also last a long time—
typically more than 60,000 hours—which means 
you would probably never have to change a bulb.  
This long life makes LED lights very cost-effective 
despite the higher initial cost.   

Try Going 
Green  This 

Season 

I had a chance to visit a “green house” under 
construction in the Pimmit Hills area with 
owner Lynne Corn (pictured above.)   This 
house utilizes recycled and reclaimed materials 
and the latest in green building techniques.  
When completed, the home will include both 
active and passive solar heating.   

Local “Green House” Under Construction 
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2006 Annual Report on Fairfax County’s Streams 
 
This report was recently presented to the Board of Supervisors and is now posted on the 
county website at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/stormwater/streams/streamreport.htm.  
Because the report is so large, staff recommends that it be downloaded in sections.  The re-
port documents the state of Fairfax County’s streams in 2005.  Unfortunately, the report 
shows that 57 percent of streams are in very poor to poor condition, 25 percent are in fair 
condition, and only 18 percent are in good to excellent condition, based on the abundance and 
diversity of fish and aquatic insect communities.   Monitoring is undertaken by the State, the 
Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District and the Audubon Naturalist Society.  
 
The updated list of impaired waters identified by the Virginia Department of Environmental 
Quality includes several Dranesville streams that are considered to be impaired, do not meet 
state water quality standards and are not suitable for their intended use such as swimming, 
fishing or aquatic life.  They include parts of Difficult Run, Sugarland Run and Pimmit Run.  This 
is clearly an issue about which we, as a community, need to be concerned.  I am hopeful that 
ongoing Watershed projects at Difficult Run and the Middle Potomac will identify projects to 
mitigate these problems. 

 

Dranesville Tavern 
 

Reprinted Courtesy of the Fairfax County Park Authority 
 
In 1840, the village of Dranesville was formed by a Virginia State 
Assembly Act with one of the trustees being John T.J. Jackson.  
Jackson was the brother of George Jackson, the owner of one 
of several taverns located near the intersection of the George-
town and Alexandria/Leesburg Turnpikes.  Today, Jackson’s tavern is known as Dranesville Tavern and 
is listed on the Virginia and National Register of Historic Places.    
 
The Tavern is typical of the type of inn which, throughout the 19th-century, provided the principal 
place for food and overnight lodging for travelers, wagoners and drovers moving along Virginia roads.  
While the drovers stayed at the Tavern, their animals were kept in small fenced fields on the property.  
Meals cost 25 cents; a bed for the night cost 35 cents.  Cattle were fed for five cents a head and sheep 
for three.   
 
During the Civil War, the Dranesville area was criss-crossed by both Union and Confederate troops. 
On December 20, 1861, a skirmish near the site of the Tavern provided the Federals their first tactical 
success against the Confederates in Virginia.  The engagement at the Dranesville Crossroads was small 
compared to future battles, but did much to boost Union morale.  The Virginia Civil War Trail Asso-
ciation erected an interpretive plaque with a map of the battle maneuvers at the tavern in February 
2006.   
 
Today, the Dranesville Tavern can be rented for a variety of private functions, including weddings, par-
ties and business meetings.  For more information, contact the Park Authority’s Historic Properties 
division at 703-938-8835 or visit http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/wedding.htm.  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/weddings.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/stormwater/streams/streamreports.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/stormwater/streams/streamreports.htm
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Project Blue Light 
 
Fairfax County Police Fallen Officers Memorial 
Organization would like to remind you about 
Project Blue Light.  During the holiday season 
you are asked to put blue lights in your holi-
day decorations and your windows and tie 
blue ribbons on car antennas to show support 
for law enforcement officers who have given 
their lives in the line of duty for the citizens 
they have served.  Additionally, this will be a 
show of support for those who continue to 
work the street 24 hours a day, every day of 
the year.   

FISH Seeks Holiday Donations 
 
Herndon-Reston FISH (Friendly Instant Sympa-
thetic Help) is preparing for its annual December 
Holiday food and gift box drive for needy local 
residents.  Needed are; 
- Nonperishable foods including peanut butter, 
jelly, pasta, macaroni, rice, tomato sauce, soup, 
dry cereals, juices and canned goods. 
- New children gifts such as toys, books, games, 
mittens, scarves, hats, gift certificates from Kohls, 
K-Mart and Target.   
- Volunteers to collect, sort and deliver boxes.   
Call FISH for additional information, 703-860-
8804. 

Fairfax County First With Plug-in Car 
 
Fairfax County became one of the first 
counties to add a plug-in hybrid car to its 
County fleet.  With the extra battery pack, 
the car can drive about 30 miles on electric 
power, never using a drop of gas and could 
get up to 500 miles on a gallon of gas.   The 
cost of converting the Toyota Prius hybrid 
to a plug-in ran $15,000.  Fairfax County 
joined a coalition of 500 other public agen-
cies hoping to convince auto makers to start 
mass production of the plug-ins which would 
considerably lower the conversion cost .   

County Library Launches  
Self-Checkout Service 

 
Fairfax County Library unveiled their 
new self-check out service.  Each of the 
library’s branches is now equipped with 
a scanner that reads the bar codes on 
the library books being checked out 
along with the reader’s library card.  
This allows readers to check out their 
books and go.  Library staff will continue 
to help with checking out DVDs, paying 
fines, picking up reserved items and 
other services. 

Reindog Parade  
 
Four-legged and two-legged residents came out for the McLean Chamber of Commerce’s 
10th Annual Reindog Parade.  We judges had a hard time choosing among the 93 delightful 
entrees.   Over 200 cans of dog food were collected for the Fairfax County Animal Shelter.  
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Upcoming Events 
 
 

Ornaments from Natural Items, through Dec. 31 on Saturdays and Sundays, noon-4 p.m.; 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Riverbend Park, 8700 Potomac Hills Street, 
Great Falls.  Bring your imagination and design animals, snowflakes or your own unique inven-
tion. The cost is $5 for two ornaments.  For further information, call 703-759-9018, TTY 703-
803-3354, or visit the Riverbend Park Web page at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
riverbend. 
 
12th Annual MADD Red Ribbon Run, Sunday, December 31, 4 p.m. at George Mason 
University, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax, by the Concert Hall.  To benefit Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving.  Put on your running shoes before you put on your party shoes.  Register 
online at http://www.racepacket.com.   
 
Cold Duck, Saturday, January 6(Adults), 8:30-11am, at Riverbend Visitor Center. Hike along 
the Potomac River with a naturalist to scan for waterfowl and raptors. Dress warmly, wear 
hiking shoes/boots, and bring binoculars and/or spotting scopes. Reservations required—call 
703-759-9018. 
 
Youth Spring Sports Registration, will be starting at the beginning of the new year.  
Check the league’s website for registration details for youth baseball, softball, soccer, lacrosse 
and others, or find website information at the Department of Community and Recreation Ser-
vices’  Sport Directory, http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/rec/Team_Sports/SportsDirectory.htm. 

 
Santa’s Ride, Fairfax County Police Department Mo-
torcycle Patrol motorcade, stopped the McLean Gov-
ernmental Center on their way to pick up the toys col-
lected at  the Fairfax County Police stations.  Santa’s 
motorcycle motorcade was joined by officers from the 
Town of Herndon and other municipalities, plus County 
Sheriff deputies.  I wanted to join the ride on the do-
nated 2-wheeler, but Santa reminded me, “No riding 
without a helmet!”   

  

Congratulations 
 

Fairfax County Police Department took top honors for the best overall traffic safety 
program from the International Association of Chiefs of Police.  Two components of the 
overall program were singled out for special honors:  the Underage Alcohol Prevention 
Award and the Commercial Vehicle Safety Award.   
 
2006 Times Newspaper All-Region Football Team Dranesville District players;   
Matt Seeger and Mike Lindholm (Herndon HS), and  
Marshall Moore and Peter Foley (Langley HS).   

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/riverbend
http://www.racepacket.com
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/rec/team_sports/sportsdirectory.htm


Page 10 

  
  

From all of us at the  
Dranesville District Office, 

our best wishes for a  
Happy Holiday and  

a prosperous New Year 

 
 

 

Help FX Get Home for the Holidays 
 
 

Fairfax County Convention and Visitors Corporation (FCCVC) also known as FXVA, invites 
you to take advantage of their holiday offers.  Their special vacation planning tool contains a 
comprehensive listing of events, shopping, and attractions all within 1.5 hours of Fairfax and a 
handy tool in planning excursions for out of town visitors.  The website also has a new contest 
featuring FX, the dog.  Help FX make his way home for the holidays and win prizes.  Website 
is found at http://www.fxva.com . 

(from left)
 

Casey  

Katharine 

Tania 

(from right) Rosemary Vicky 
Pam 

Joan M. DuBois (center)  

http://www.fxva.com

