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Dialogue Ground Rules ... 

• The time is shared equally. 

• One person speaks at a time. 

• Speak from your own experiences; use "I" not "we/

they." 

• Listen carefully and respectfully to increase your 

understanding -- not to formulate your response. 

• Ask questions out of curiosity. 

• Be willing to examine your assumptions and 

judgments. 

 
The Ground Rules will foster community dialogue: 
 
♦ Open-mindedness  by  listening to and respecting all 

points of view 
 
♦ Acceptance by suspending judgment  
 
♦ Curiosity by seeking  to understand rather than to 

persuade 
 
♦ Discovery  by questioning old assumptions;  Looking 

for new  insights.  
 
♦ Sincerity  by speaking for yourself about what has 

personal heart and meaning 
 
♦ Brevity  by going  for honesty and depth 

♦ Registration & Memorial Tribute 
 
♦ Introduction & Welcome     Marie Monsen, 
                                                       Interfaith Communities for  
           Dialogue 
♦ Speakers: 
  
  Imam Shaker Elsayed 
             Dar Al Hijrah Islamic Center 
 
             The Very Reverend Grayce O’Neill 
             St. Albans Episcopal Church 
 
             Rabbi Benjamin Shalva 
  Congregation Olam Tikvah 
     
♦ Small Group Dialogues 
 

♦ Muslim Prayers & Refreshment Break 
    
♦ Small Group Dialogues Continue 
 
♦ Questions for Clergy  

Program … 6:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . May 13, 2009 

How did the clergy’s comments on ethics and the balance between the 
individual and communal responsibilities resonate with you and your  
personal experience during this time of economic stress? 
 
How does your faith help you and your religious community weather 
the current economic situation? What are your fears for your religious  
community, and how can we as people of faith help address these  
concerns? 
 
How does your faith respond to poverty affecting members of your  
religious community? How does your faith support those living in  
poverty, both within your religious community and our collective  
community? 


