
• Congregation Olam Tikvah 
• Dar Al Hijrah Islamic Center 
• John Calvin Presbyterian Church  
• Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 
• Mustafa Islamic Center 
• Ravensworth Baptist Church  
• St. Alban's Episcopal Church 
• St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church 
• Fairfax County Faith Communities in Action 
• Fairfax County Department of Neighborhood and 

Community Services Interfaith Coordination 

Supporters ... 

 
Interfaith Communities for Dialogue: Community Dialogue 
Tuesday, November 9, 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Mustafa Center, 6844 Braddock Rd, Annandale 
For more information or to register: 
ciluser@fairfaxcounty.gov, 703-324-3453 
  

Save the Date... 

National Association of Counties Achievement Award Recipient  

Heading  
 

Women and Islam 

Sunday, October 10, 2010Sunday, October 10, 2010  
John Calvin Presbyterian ChurchJohn Calvin Presbyterian Church  

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
  

      Interfaith Communities for Dialogue 



          Interfaith Communities for Dialogue . . . . . . . . . . 

Background on Dr. Zainab Alwani: 

Zainab Alwani teaches Arabic studies at The School of 
Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins 
University. 
 
She also teaches and is Director of the Islamic and 
Arabic Studies program, including Middle eastern 
Studies, at NOVA, both Loudon and Reston 
campuses. 
 
She teaches Quranic Studies and Women and Family 
in an Islamic Context at the Graduate School of 
Islamic Social Sciences. 
 
From 2003 to 2006 she was recognized for her 
teaching in Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers. 
 
She has studied Shariah and Law at Omdurman 
Islamic University in Sudan, holds a Master’s degree 
from the Graduate School of Islamic Social Sciences 
and has a Ph.D from the International Islamic 
University of Malaysia. 
 
Dr. Alwani works with many social service 
organizations and offers frequent workshops about 
the role of women and family from an Islamic 
perspective. 
 
She has led many group studies for women and 
youth to promote Islamic education and to advance 
mental and spiritual inner peace, and participates in 
interfaith dialogues and conferences to promote 
positive understanding among faith communities. 

AGENDA 
 

I. Welcome & Introduction of Dr. Alwani and Panel Members 
Marie Monsen, Interfaith Communities for Dialogue, Chair 
 
II. Talk by Dr. Zainab Alwani 
The Roles of Muslim Women, Their Religiously Sanctioned 
Rights, and Cultural Aspects of Islamic Life 
 
III. Remarks by Panel Members 
Individual Muslim women speak about their personal lives. 
 
Sandra Amen-Bryan, Mogitha Al Kibsi, Fatimah Popal,  
Sara Al Saud 
 
IV. Question and Answer Session 
 
 
 
 
The time is shared equally. 
One person speaks at a time. 
Speak from your own experiences; use "I" not "we/they." 
Listen carefully and respectfully to increase your understanding -- 
not to formulate your response. 
Ask questions out of curiosity. 
Be willing to examine your assumptions and judgments. 
 
The Ground Rules will foster community dialogue: 
 
Open-mindedness by listening to and respecting all points of view 
Acceptance by suspending judgment  
Curiosity by seeking to understand rather than to persuade 
Discovery by questioning old assumptions; Looking for new   
insights.  
Sincerity by speaking for yourself about what has personal heart 

and meaning 
Brevity by going  for honesty and depth 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . October 10, 2010 
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