
The Office of Elections values the dedicated 
service of the 3600 election officers (EOs) who 

offer their time to ensure an open, fair and 

efficient electoral process in Fairfax County.  

A special group of these individuals have 

worked 20 or more elections.  In recognition 

of their service, the Board of Supervisors pre-
sented these long-serving officers with a cer-

tificate of appreciation and a Fairfax County 

pin at their July meeting.  

On hand for the ceremony, Secretary Brian 
Schoeneman pointed out that serving in 20 or 

more elections  equates to approximately 400 

hours of service as an election official. The 
following are the top five honorees with the 

highest number of elections:  

Ruth Hartmann of Braddock - 64 elections 

Pauline Gearhart of Hunter Mill - 58 elections 
Edwana Cave of Braddock - 57 elections 

Caroline Williams of Dranesville - 56 elections 

Mary Lou Wentzel of Mason - 53 elections 

Chairman Bulova praised the group, saying, 
“There's a special place in heaven for all our 
officers. We can't thank them enough for all 
they do here in Fairfax."  
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Vote Notes 

Election Calendar 

Nov. 4: General Election 

 Last day to register to vote:  

Oct. 14. 
 

 Last day to apply for an  

absentee ballot:                     

By mail — Oct. 28.                   
In person — Nov. 1. 

 

TBD: Special Election 

Based on the outcome of the race for 
the 10th Congressional District, a 

Special Election will be held in De-
cember,  January or February for 
either the Dranesville Supervisor or 

the Delegate in the 34th District. 

Click here for a copy of the above picture. 
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Office of Elections Purchases New Integrated Voting System  
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The Fairfax County Office of Elections  
purchased a new integrated voting 

system, including over 1,125 state-of-

the-art voting machines. This is the 

most comprehensive replacement of 

the county's voting equipment in 

over a decade.  All EOs must be 
trained to use the new equipment be-

fore serving in any future elections. 

 

The new system from Elec-
tion Systems & Software 

(ES&S)  includes 525 

DS200® digital scan paper 

ballot machines, and 600 

ExpressVote® machines that 

use technology similar to 

touch screen equipment to 
generate paper ballots. The 

total cost for the machines is 

$6.4 million. The new ma-

chines were used in the 

August 19 Special Election 

in preparation for full de-

ployment for the Nov. 4 
General Election.  After the 

Special Election, one chief 

commented, “Let me put on 

the record my complete 

delight in both (voting ma-

chines)...my team reported 
no difficulties with either.”  Another 

chief remarked, “DS200®=Very easy 

set-up!” 

 
"The Electoral Board and the Office of 

Elections staff have spent over a year 

on this critical selection - reviewing 

bids, working with vendors and doing 

our best to ensure that our final deci-

sion and contract terms were both 

what the county needed and the most 
cost-effective solution," said Electoral 

Board Secretary Brian Schoeneman. 

"Having a brand-new, fully integrated 

voting system for the county will make 
the voting process more efficient, se-

cure and easy for Fairfax County vot-

ers." 

 

Purchase of the new equipment was 

recommended to the Board of Supervi-
sors by the Bipartisan Election Process 

Improvement Commission in March 

2013. The recommendation included 

having new machines in place prior to 
the presidential election in 2016, so 

EOs and voters would be familiar with 

the equipment. 

 

Voters who have used electronically 
scanned paper ballots in the past will 

notice very little change in how they 

vote using the new DS200® digital 

scan voting machines.  As with the 

previous equipment, voters will mark a 

paper ballot and place her/his ballot 
in the optical scan machine, which scans 

the ballot, records the votes, and in-

forms the voter that their ballot has 

been cast. The new machines let the 

voters know immediately if the ballot 

is blank or over-voted (more selec-
tions made in the contest than al-

lowed.) All voters use paper ballots, 

including those utilizing the new 

accessible ExpressVote® machine, 

providing a paper trail for every 

vote in case of a recount. 
 

The ExpressVote® ma-

chine is fully compliant 

with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA), 
and enables voters with 

special needs to use 

technology similar to 

touch screen equipment 

to generate a marked 

paper ballot. The ballot 
is then inserted into the 

same DS200®  digital 

scan machine used by 

other voters. This technol-

ogy allows those with 

special needs to vote 

independently and pri-
vately. 

County voters have an 

opportunity to look at and test-drive 

the machines at events scheduled be-
ginning in late August.   

Click here for the roadshow schedule. 
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Because of the new equipment, all EOs are re-
quired to re-train prior to serving in November.  
Fall training started Tuesday, August 19.   
Sign up now! 
 
Click here to view a current listing of training 
dates, times and locations. Additional classes will 

be added in the coming weeks. 

 
Class Information  

 
For Returning Election Officers  

Training Class: EQUIP  

Who Should Attend? Returning EOs who previously 
trained in 2012, 2013 and 2014  

Class Duration: 1 hour and 30 minutes  

 

For New Election Officers 

Training Class: NEW  

Who Should Attend? New EOs who have not previ-

ously attended training 
Class Duration: 3 hours 

 

For New Chief and Assistant Chief Officers  

Training Class: CHIEF 

Who Should Attend? EOs who are serving as chief 

or assistant chief for the first time; have already 
received their assignment and have attended EQUIP 

training this fall  

Class Duration: 2 hours  

 

Training Class: PRE  

Who Should Attend? Only assigned chiefs, assistant 

chiefs and stand-by chiefs 
Class Duration: 2 hours  

 
Additional Workshops 

Training Class: EPB  

Who Should Attend? EOs who have attended either 
EQUIP or NEW training this fall and want additional 

training on electronic pollbooks (EPBs) 

Class Duration: 2 hours 

 
Training Class: SOR  
Who Should Attend? Chief and assistant chiefs who 
have attended EQUIP training this fall and want ad-
ditional training on completing the Statement of Re-
sults  
Class Duration: 2 hours  
 
 

Election Officers 

 
  

New Late Policy for Election Officers 

As the result of a newly adopted Electoral Board policy, EOs who report to 
their precinct 15 or more minutes later than their assigned time may 
have at least $25 deducted from their compensation. All assigned EOs will 
be notified of this policy in their assignment letter.  Precincts suffer when 
EOs report late, as it impacts the ability of all election officials to run an 
efficient polling place,  especially being prepared for voters at 6AM! 

  

Recruit! 

Ask your friends and family to serve as an EO!  You are our best recruiter!   
You know what is involved and the value of serving. We need EOs who can 
serve a full day, especially bilingual EOs (Spanish, Korean, and Viet-
namese speakers.) All EOs should be willing to work in any precinct as 
needed, but we always try to place them as close to their home as possible. 

Ask anyone interested to call 703-324-4735 or email 
elect@fairfaxcounty.gov.  

CAP Election Officers 

You’re not forgotten!……..  However, we hope you’ll be willing to serve in 
a precinct this fall or in subsequent CAPs. 

CAP EOs:  EOs serving at CAP are not required to take the precinct EO 
training. New CAP EOs do need to attend CAP training and we encourage 
returning CAP EOs to sign up for one of the CAP workshops to brush up on 
processes.  Schedules will be emailed to you and posted on the Office of 
Elections website. 

Reminders 

EO assignments for the November 4th election are under way. Please re-
spond to the availability letter if you haven’t yet, and sign up for training! 
EVERYONE must attend a training class on the new machines. 

All EOs wishing to remain on the active list must fill out an updated oath for 
2014-2016. If you have not done so, please use our online fillable oath 
form, get it notarized, and mail it to 12000 Government Center Pkwy, 
Suite 323, Fairfax, VA 22035. 

Many chiefs and assistant chiefs will be switching their roles because the 
chief EOs will continue to represent the political party of the sitting gover-
nor.  We will make every effort to assign chiefs representing the Demo-
cratic Party with assistant chiefs who represent the Republican Party. The 
minimum experience required to serve as a chief or assistant chief is two 
elections, including a November general election.   

After closing your polling place, please remember to place all chief and 
assistant chief keys (voting machine keys and the lanyard with the cart key) 
in Envelope 7A.  This envelope must be returned, along with all the other 
election materials, to the Government Center on Tuesday night. 
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New Photo ID Law in Effect 

National Voter Registration 
Day  

September 23 
 

Metro DC and Fairfax County  
Voter Registration Week  

September 23-30 

  

01/2014 — 08/2014  

Registrations processed 52,765 

Online registrations 3,814 

New citizen ceremony reg-
istrations 

3,633 

High school registrations 3,728 

Registered voters (end of 
year) 707,536 

Fairfax County Votes  Why Register Online? 

 Accessible 24/7 

 Accurate 

 Efficient 

 Easy 

Vote.virginia.gov 

Acceptable Forms of Identification 
 valid Virginia Driver’s License; 

 valid United States Passport; 

 other photo identification card issued by the Commonwealth, one of its political sub-

divisions, or the United States; 

 any valid student identification card containing a photograph of the voter issued by 
any institution of higher education located in the Commonwealth of Virginia;  

 any valid employee identification card containing a photograph of the voter and 
issued by an employer of the voter in the ordinary course of the employer's business.  
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Last year the Virginia General Assembly passed a law requiring all citizens to produce a valid photo identification to vote in-person 

absentee or at their polling place on Election Day. The law went into effect on July 1, 2014.  The November 4, 2014 General Elec-

tion will be the first election in Fairfax County where voters must present a valid photo ID.  The State Board of Elections recently 

determined that for voting purposes, a “valid” identification is “a document genuinely issued by the agency appearing upon the doc-
ument, the bearer on the document reasonably appears to be the person whose photograph is contained thereon, and the document 

shall be current or have expired within the preceding 12 months.  The officer of election shall determine whether the document is offi-

cially acceptable based on its face.”    

 

Voters who do not have an acceptable photo ID can obtain a free photo ID from the Commonwealth in any general registrar’s of-

fice.  The process requires voters to complete an application, have a photo taken, and sign a digital signature pad.  The photo ID is 

then mailed to the voter’s residence within 2-3 weeks.   The plastic ID is the size of a credit card and contains the voter’s photo, name 

and the date of issue.  The card indicates that it is “For voting purposes only.”  The demand has been low so far, but is expected to 
pick up in the fall as voters become more aware of this requirement. 

Photo IDs are available at the Office of Elections, 12000 Government Center Pky, Suite 323, Monday through Friday, 8 AM-4:30 PM, 

and Thursday 8 AM – 7 PM.   This service will also be offered at additional locations across the county this fall.    

Voters unable to present an acceptable photo ID will be offered a provisional ballot.  Voters will have until Friday at noon following 

the election to present a copy of their identification to the Fairfax County Electoral Board in order to satisfy the new photo identifica-

tion requirement and have their ballot counted.   

Click here for a comprehensive list of acceptable voter identification. 

For additional information, contact the Office of Elections, 703-222-0776. 
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What’s on the Ballot in November? 
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Absentee Voting 

Member, U.S. Senate 
Ed W. Gillespie - R 
Mark R. Warner - D   
Robert C. Sarvis - L 
 

Member, U.S. House of Representatives-8th Congres-
sional District 
Micah K. Edmond - R  
Donald S. Beyer, Jr. - D 
Jeffrey S. Carson - L 
Gerard C. "Gerry" Blais III - IG 

Gwendolyn J. Beck - I 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives-10th Congres-
sional District 
Barbara J. Comstock - R 
John W. Foust - D  
William B. Redpath - L 
Dianne L. Blais - IG 

Brad A. Eickholt - I 

Member, U.S. House of Representatives-11th Congres-
sional District 
Suzanne K. Scholte - R 
Gerald E. “Gerry” Connolly - D  
Joe F. Galdo - G  
Marc M. Harrold - L 

Questions on the Ballot 
 Constitutional Amendment  
 Transportation Bond 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=141&typ=bil&val=hb46�
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From the “Roadshow”... 

Fairfax County Office of Elections 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections 

                       

Information by phone 24/7 

703-222-0776 

State Board of Elections s 

elections.virginia.gov 

To request reasonable ADA and 
language accommodations, 

  contact the Office of Elections:  
703-324-4735  

TTY: 711 (Virginia relay) 
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Fairfax County Office of Elections 
12000 Government Center Parkway 
Suite 323 
Fairfax, VA  22035 
Election Management 703-324-4735   
General Registrar: 703-222-0776 A Fairfax County, Va., publication 

Voting, Voting, Voting  ~ By Ulo Pulles 
(to the tune of RAWHIDE)   

Portions reprinted with permission 

Photos taken at the Chantilly Regional Library  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
 
 

Voting, Voting, Voting, 

Voting, Voting, Voting 

Keep ‘em voters, movin’, movin’ 

Rain and wind and weather 

Ain’t keepin’ voters home 

Keep those voters, movin’ 

‘til the last in line has voted 

Then get the ballots tallied 

When the results are called in 

The politicians will be waitin’ 

Waitin’ at the end of the day 

Move ‘em in, line ‘em up, 

Ballot handed, ballot voted 

Move ‘em out 

Give ‘em an ‘I Voted’ sticker 
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