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ITEMS OF INTEREST FOR ESF 15 
 
Resolve to be Ready in 2011 
Americans who make New Year’s resolutions are 11 times more likely to report continued success 
in achieving a goal than individuals who have not made a resolution, according to the “Journal of 
Clinical Psychology.” The Ready Campaign would like to make an emergency preparedness 
resolution easy to keep by providing the tools and resources needed to take the three important 
steps: get a kit, make a plan and be informed about the different types of emergencies that can 
happen in your area and their appropriate responses. We hope you will join the Ready Campaign 
this holiday season in promoting Resolve to be Ready. 
http://www.ready.gov 
 
Stop.Think.Connect Campaign Launches Online PSA Challenge 
Stop.Think.Connect. These three small words can make a big impact in keeping the internet safe. 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) encourages residents to enter the 
Stop.Think.Connect PSA Challenge, asking people to create and upload videos that will inspire 
Americans to be vigilant about developing safe online habits. The Challenge was kicked off with a 
PSA featuring White House Cybersecurity Coordinator Howard Schmidt. To submit a video for 
the Challenge, upload it to the Department of Homeland Security's "Engage" YouTube channel at 
http://www.youtube.com/DHSEngage in response to White House Cybersecurity Coordinator 
Howard Schmidt’s video. PSAs must be either 30 or 60 seconds in length, and include the 
message, “Stop. Think. Connect” and at least one of the following Internet safety tips: 

 Keep a Clean Machine 
 Protect Your Personal Information 
 Connect with Care 
 Be Web Wise 
 Be A Good Online Citizen 

You have until Monday, Feb. 14, 2011 at 11:59 p.m. ET to submit your video for the challenge. The winning video 
will be posted on the Stop.Think.Connect Web page and will be used to help promote the campaign. 
 
Fall 2010 Fire Season Ends 
Several large fires spiked the amount of burned forestland this season, according to officials with the Virginia 
Department of Forestry (VDOF). From Oct. 15 through Nov. 30, a total of 63 wildland fires burned 2,586 acres of 
forestland in Virginia. Fifty-seven homes and 34 other structures were protected during fire suppression efforts. No 
homes were damaged during the fall fire season but three other structures were damaged. Regular rainfall was typical 
of the 2009 fall fire season, when the Commonwealth experienced 25 fires that burned 638 acres. Just because the 
“official” fall fire season has ended, it doesn’t mean that wildland fires can’t still occur – they can. So continue to 
take great care anytime you use fire in or near Virginia’s woodlands. And pay special attention to the ashes from your 
fireplace and/or woodstove as they can retain enough heat to ignite a fire several days later. Put the ashes in a metal 
can, slowly stir in water, and keep them in the metal can for at least three days before dumping them out. 
For more information on what you can do to prevent a wildland fire, log on to www.dof.virginia.gov or 
www.firewisevirginia.org. 
 
New Study Reveals Regional Water Supply Risks 
Huge areas of land mass within Australia, India, China and USA are highlighted as suffering extreme pressure on 
their renewable water supplies by a new index and map that evaluate water stress down to 50km² worldwide.  
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The Water Stress Index has been developed by global risks advisory firm Maplecroft to identify the risks to 
governments, populations and businesses related to water availability. The index is calculated by evaluating the ratio 
of a country’s total water use, from domestic, industrial and agricultural use, against the renewable supply of water 
from precipitation, streams, rivers and groundwater. The index is accompanied by a sub-national map, which utilizes 
GIS (Geographic Information System) technology to pinpoint global water stress down to 50km² worldwide. 
At a national level, the Water Stress Index identifies the Middle East and North African countries of Egypt (1), 
Kuwait (2), UAE (3), Libya (4) and Saudi Arabia (5) as exposed to the most overall risk. Water stress in this region is 
not surprising as it only receives 1 percent of the world’s precipitation, of which 85 percent is lost, for example 
through evaporation. However, the key economies of Australia (19), India (29), China (40) and USA (51) have all 
been rated as ‘high risk’ due to massive ‘extreme risk’ areas of water stress, where demand is exceeding 80 percent of 
total renewable water resources.  
http://www.continuitycentral.com/news05474.html 
 
FEMA Launches Blog  
Craig Fugate, Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
posted the first blog post on FEMA’s new blog this month. Fugate stated: “This won't be 
another way to put out our press releases – this is a way to communicate directly with 
you. You’ll eventually hear from team members from across our agency, from our 
regional offices to our field offices, supporting local disaster recovery efforts. We will 
provide information before, during and after disaster strikes and we will highlight best 
practices, innovative ideas and insights that are being used across emergency management and across the country.” 
Fugate hopes the blog will be a place for discussion and ideas. He encourages the emergency management 
community to post questions, creative ideas, tips, feedback and comments to get the conversation rolling. 
http://www.hsdl.org/hslog/?q=node/5895 
FEMA blog: http://blog.fema.gov/ 
 
New Phone App Allows You to Instantly Become a Government Informant  
Ever wanted to be the eyes and ears of the U.S. Government? Now is your chance.  
Citizen Concepts recently launched the PatriotApp, the first iPhone application that allows 
citizens to directly assist government agencies in creating safer, cleaner, and more 
efficient communities. The app taps into federal tip lines and lets you make reports in 
several categories: National Security Threats, Suspicious Activity, Crime, Product Safety, 
Environmental Safety, Government Waste, Pandemic, Employee Whistle Blower and 
Most Wanted. Government agencies that will receive user generated reports include the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Environmental Protection Agency, Government 
Accountability Office, and the Center for Disease Control. The App also includes a way to 
easily view the FBI Most Wanted list and to receive information on the current threat level 
in the United States. Although this app is meant to strengthen local communities, some 
believe it could be harmful. A recent study showed that of 1,238 people surveyed, 34 percent believed that the 
PatriotApp should be banned, 12 percent believed that the PatriotApp should be made illegal altogether and 11 
percent said that they believed use of the app could lead to vigilante behavior. However, 41 percent of people 
surveyed believed the worse thing about PatriotApp is that it would make the jobs of law enforcers much too easy. 
http://www.hsdl.org/hslog/?q=node/5894 
 
CDC Public Health Matters Blog  
The CDC Office of Public Health Preparedness and Response (OPHPR) welcomes the Public Health Matters Blog to 
the Emergency Preparedness and Response website.  The Public Health Matters Blog is hosted by the Director of 
OPHPR, Dr. Ali Khan, who along with other invited authors share their perspectives and personal experiences 
working on the front lines of emerging infectious diseases and public health emergencies.  
http://blogs.cdc.gov/publichealthmatters/ 
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CrisisCommons Receives Two-year Grant  
The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars was awarded a two year, $1.2 million dollar grant from the 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation to support CrisisCommons as a full-time project through 2012. CrisisCommons is a 
commons-based approach to crisis management and global development. The grant will focus on three main 
objectives: 
1. To provide community and technology liaison support during and after disasters.  
2. To facilitate a shared approach to research and innovation. 
3. To establish trust and formalize relationships in the crisis response and volunteer technology communities.  
More information about CrisisCommons is available at http://wiki.crisiscommons.org/wiki/Main_Page.   
Reprinted from VDEM’s EM Update, Dec. 20, 2010  
 
Preliminary Semiannual Uniform Crime Report, January-June 2010 
The United States Federal Bureau of Investigation has just released the Preliminary Semiannual Uniform Crime 
Report for January to June 2010. This comprehensive report examines crime trends and patterns in the United States. 
Crimes included in this report are divided into two sections; violent crimes such as murder, rape, and robbery as well 
as property crimes, such as burglary, theft and arson. Overall violent crime in America has decreased by 6.2 percent. 
http://www.hsdl.org/hslog/?q=node/5897 
Report: http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-the-u.s/2010/preliminary-crime-in-the-us-2009 
 
Report from Mid Atlantic Regional Port Security Workshop 
The All Hazards Consortium recently announced the results of its sixth regional report focused on the results of the 
Mid Atlantic Regional Port Security Workshop. The gathering brought together federal, state, local and private sector 
stakeholders from across the Mid Atlantic region, including: North Carolina, the District of Columbia, Maryland, 
Virginia, West Virginia, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York to discuss port security.  The Regional 
Ports Security Workshop identified eight important findings: 

 All current port security actions and planning must be pursued in anticipation of future threats and 
technological developments.  

 Public-private partnerships are essential for integrated security planning.  
 Regional port security planning and projects must include frameworks to facilitate continued interstate 

cooperation.  
 Port Security must be address in an all-hazard, all-sources approach.  
 Ports and states must strike an effective balance between security cooperation and business competition.  
 Interstate information sharing must be increased and institutionalized.  
 Enhancing the efficiency of the federal port security grant process will enable more effective cross-border 

collaboration.  
 Effective port security efforts must be coordinated to reduce overlap and duplication.  

http://ahcusa.org/newsroom-portsecurityrelease.htm 
 
DHS’ Major Accomplishments in 2010 
DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano recently highlighted the Department’s 2010 accomplishments in an address to 
employees – emphasizing the major steps the Department has taken this year to enhance America’s capabilities to 
guard against terrorism; secure the nation’s borders; engage in smart enforcement of our immigration laws; safeguard 
and secure cyberspace; prepare for, respond to and recover from disasters; and unify and mature the department. 
http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1292971482908.shtm 
Comprehensive list (PDF):  http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/department-accomplishments-and-reforms-2010.pdf 
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PLANNING / PREPAREDNESS 
 
Current Threat Level 
 The United States government’s national threat level is Elevated, or Yellow.  
 The U.S. threat level is High, or Orange, for all domestic and international 

flights. Only small amounts of liquids, aerosols and gels are allowed in carry-
on baggage. See the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Web site 
(http://www.tsa.gov) for up-to-date information on items permitted and prohibited on airlines.  

 Virginia Threat Level:   
 
Under an elevated threat level, businesses should: 

 Continue all precautions from lower Threat Conditions.  
 Announce Threat Condition ELEVATED to employees.  
 Review vulnerability and threat assessments and revise as needed.  
 Identify and monitor governmental information sharing sources for warnings and alerts.  
 Update and test call down list for emergency response teams and key employees.  
 Review and coordinate and update mutual aid agreements with other critical facilities and government 

agencies.  
 Establish and monitor active and passive security measures.  
 Review employee training on security precautions (bomb threat procedures, reporting suspicious 

packages, activities and people).  
 Conduct communications checks to ensure radio contact can be established.  

At this time there is no credible information warning of an imminent, specific threat to the homeland. All Americans 
should continue to be vigilant, take notice of their surroundings, and report suspicious items or activities to local 
authorities immediately. Everyone should establish an emergency preparedness kit and an emergency plan for 
themselves and their family, and stay informed about what to do during an emergency. 
http://www.dhs.gov/xinfoshare/programs/Copy_of_press_release_0046.shtm 
http://vaemergency.com/ 
 
Survey: Nearly Half of Americans Lack Emergency Plans 
Nearly half of Americans do not have family/household emergency plans, according to Oak Brook, Ill.-based public 
communications equipment manufacturer Federal Signal’s “2010 Public Safety” survey, which was released on 
earlier this month. The survey was done in partnership with the Marietta, Ga.-based Safe America Foundation (SAF) 
as part of SAF's “9/11 Drill Down for Safety” campaign to mobilize one million people to be involved in disaster 
training programs leading up to the 10th Anniversary of 9/11. The survey found that 47 percent of respondents do not 
have an emergency plan, while 46 percent do. Americans who live in the West and/or in rural areas are more likely to 
have emergency plans versus those who live in the East and/or in large cities. Among Americans with an emergency 
plan, 65 percent have included plans for their pets or other animals, and more than 60 percent are confident in their 
knowledge of their areas emergency procedures, for example evacuation routes. 
http://americancityandcounty.com/pubsafe/emergency_response/emergency-plans-survey-20101203/ 
 
Workplaces Preparedness Tips 
• Take a critical look at your heating, ventilation and air conditioning system to determine if it is secure or if it 

could feasibly be upgraded to better filter potential contaminants, and be sure you know how to turn it off if you 
need to.  

• Think about what to do if your employees can't go home.  
• Make sure you have appropriate supplies on-hand.  
More details are online at www.ready.gov. 
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Fiery Video Shows Moisture is Main Ingredient for a Safe Christmas Tree 
Once ignited, a dry Fraser fir, one of the most popular Christmas tree choices, 
bursts into flames in less than 7 seconds, and it will be consumed by fire in 
slightly more than a minute. But if a well-watered Fraser fir briefly ignites, the 
flame soon dies. This experiment, videotaped by researchers at National 
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), provides a stunning, visual 
lesson on why keeping one’s Christmas tree moist can be a matter of life-and-
death importance. Every holiday season, hundreds of homes catch fire when 
something as small as poor insulation on a Christmas tree light sparks or 
causes a small flame, which is what was simulated in the NIST video. 
According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), each year 
holiday trees fires cause 210 home fires, injure and kill dozens and cause more than $13.3 million in property 
damage. The NFPA also reports that one in nine Christmas tree fires lead to a death. 
http://nist.gov/el/fire_research/tree_120810.cfm 
 
Holiday Scams 
The FBI reminds the public to use caution when making online purchases. Cyber criminals continue to create ways to 
steal your money and personal information. If a deal looks too good to be true, it likely is. Be wary of e-mails or text 
messages that indicate a problem or question regarding your financial accounts. Criminals will attempt to direct 
victims to click a link or call a number to update an account or correct a purported problem. The links may appear to 
lead you to legitimate websites, but they are not. Any personal information you share on them could be compromised.
The major legitimate delivery service providers do not e-mail customers directly regarding scheduled deliveries; you 
have to already have an existing account for this type of communication. Nor will they state when a package has been 
intercepted or is being temporarily held. E-mails about these issues are phishing scams that can lead to personal 
information breaches and financial losses. It’s safest to purchase gift cards directly from merchants rather than 
through auction sites or classified ads. If the merchant discovers the card you received from another source was 
initially fraudulently obtained, the card will be deactivated. Here are some tips you can use to avoid becoming a 
victim of cyber fraud: 
 Do not respond to unsolicited (spam) e-mail. 
 Do not click on links contained within an unsolicited e-mail. 
 Be cautious of e-mail claiming to contain pictures in attached files; the files may contain viruses. Only open 

attachments from known senders. Scan the attachments for viruses if possible. 
 Avoid filling out forms contained in e-mail messages that ask for personal information. 
 Always compare the link in the e-mail with the link to which you are directed to determine if they match and will 

lead you to a legitimate site. 
 Log directly onto a store’s website identified in the e-mail instead of linking to it from an unsolicited e-mail. If 

the e-mail appears to be from your bank, credit card issuer, or other company you deal with frequently, your 
statements or official correspondence will provide the proper contact information. 

 Contact the actual business that supposedly sent the e-mail to verify if the e-mail is genuine. 
 If you are asked to act quickly, it may be a scam. Fraudsters often create a false sense of urgency. 
 Verify any requests for personal information by calling the business or financial institution using the phone 

numbers listed on a billing statement or credit card. 
If you have received a suspicious e-mail, file a complaint with the Internet Crime Complaint Center: www.ic3.gov. 
For information on e-scams, visit the FBI’s E-Scams and Warnings webpage: www.fbi.gov/scams-safety/e-scams 
 
Stay Safe This Winter 
Here are some safety tips people should follow during cold weather, from the American Red Cross. 
At home: 

 Use generators correctly – never operate a generator inside the home, including the basement or garage. Do 
not hook up a generator directly to the home's wiring. The safest thing to do is to connect the equipment 
needed directly to the outlets on the generator.  
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 Prevent frozen pipes - when the weather is very cold outside, open cabinet doors to let warm air circulate 
around water pipes. Let the cold water drip from the faucet served by exposed pipes.  

 Don’t forget family pets – bring them indoors.  If that’s not possible, provide adequate shelter to keep them 
warm and make sure they can get to unfrozen water.  

 Avoid using a stove or oven to heat the home. Keep a glass or metal fire screen around the fireplace and 
never leave a fireplace fire unattended.  

 If using a space heater, place it on a level, hard, nonflammable surface. Turn the space heater off when 
leaving the room or going to sleep. Keep children and pets away from the space heater and do not use it to 
dry wet clothing.  

On the road: 
 Carry an emergency preparedness kit in the trunk.  
 Keep the car's gas tank full for emergency use and to keep the fuel line from freezing.  
 If someone does get stuck, stay with the car. Do not try to walk to safety.  
 Tie a brightly colored cloth (preferably red) to the antenna for rescuers to see.  
 Start the car and use the heater for about 10 minutes every hour. Keep the exhaust pipe clear so fumes won't 

back up in the car.  
 Leave the overhead light on when the engine is running to help rescuers see the vehicle.  
 Keep one window away from the blowing wind slightly open to let in air.  

Out in the cold: 
 Dressing in several layers of lightweight clothing keeps someone warmer than a single heavy coat.  
 Mittens provide more warmth to the hands than gloves. Wear a hat, preferably one that covers the ears.  
 Wear waterproof, insulated boots to keep feet warm and dry and to maintain one’s footing in ice and snow.  

http://bit.ly/fQATl5 
 
Take Shelter or Tweet? 

Courtesy of: http://imgs.xkcd.com/comics/seismic_waves.png 
 

MEDIA ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
 
Virginia Ranks High in Health-emergency Preparedness 
A new report ranks Virginia high in being prepared for public-health emergencies, but warns that spending cuts could 
threaten the state's ability to prevent and respond to disease outbreaks, disasters and other threats. The report from the 
Trust for America’s Health and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation says Virginia and Maryland were among 14 
states that met at least nine of 10 key benchmarks of public-health preparedness. The District and seven states 
met seven of the marks. The scores reflect improvements over time in how officials prevent, identify and respond to 
disease, bioterrorism threats and natural disasters. But the report noted that Virginia has decreased its public-health 
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budget from the 2008-09 to 2009-10 fiscal years and was one of 18 states cutting funding for two consecutive years. 
The “Ready or Not” report said Virginia complies with several indicators of public-health crisis preparedness, 
including conveying information electronically to health-care providers and community health centers; using an 
electronic surveillance system for disease occurrences; activating its emergency operations center at least twice over 
a yearlong period; and requiring licensed child-care facilities to have a written evacuation and relocation plan. 
http://www.wtopnews.com/?nid=600&sid=2200387 
 
Volunteer Firefighters: Answering the Call 
It happens every 23 seconds . . . somewhere in this country firefighters are responding to a call. And what you 
probably don't know is that three-quarters of them are volunteers, taking their lives in their hands – and sometimes 
paying the ultimate price . . . Every October, thousands converge on northern Maryland town of Emmitsburg, at the 
National Fire Academy, to pay tribute to these men and women who’ve lost their lives in the line of duty. This year 
105 firefighters were recognized, and 43 were volunteers.  
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2010/11/28/sunday/main7096403.shtml 
 
Fire Forecast Technology Could Help Save Lives 
Fires in homes and offices could be tackled more efficiently using technology that predicts how a blaze will spread.  
A new technique is able to feed data taken from sensors located in burning buildings into computer models so that 
rescue services can predict how fires will spread. The technology could save firefighters valuable time by giving 
several minutes of warning on how a fire will develop, helping them to contain the blaze and minimize its impact. 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/11/101129121113.htm 
 
U.S. Works to Secure Networks as Hackers Advance 
Computer experts say it will take several years for the government to fully install high-tech systems to block hackers 
and other network intrusions. The Department of Homeland Security is moving methodically to pare down and 
secure the approximately 2,400 network connections used by millions of federal workers. But progress has been slow 
and experts suggest that technology may be passing the department by. 
http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2010/12/05/general-us-protecting-government-computers_8183057.html 
 
Winter Poses Difficulties for Residents With Disabilities 
Staying safe during the winter can be difficult for anyone, but it can be especially challenging if you are one of the 
millions of Americans living with a disability. Slipping on ice or getting sick is dangerous for people with 
disabilities. But there is good news – there are organizations and new technologies to help residents with disabilities 
in Lorton and Fairfax County stay safe in the winter. The Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) 
has made special accommodations to help county residents with disabilities to stay safe during the harsh winter 
weather. And right now, before snow has blanketed the region, the county is gearing up to help those with disabilities 
get around during a cold and potentially snowy winter. 
http://clarendon.patch.com/articles/winter-poses-difficulties-for-disabled-residents-3 
 
U.S. Seeing Increase in Cyber Attacks 
The number of cyber attacks aimed at taking over systems that control utilities and other critical industries is on the 
rise, according to a senior Department of Homeland Security official.   
http://thehill.com/blogs/hillicon-valley/technology/132463-dhs-official-cyber-attacks-against-us-on-the-rise 
 
Education Department Rules That Virginia Tech Violated Law in Response to 2007 Shootings 
The U.S. Department of Education issued a final ruling earlier this month that Virginia Tech violated campus crime-
reporting law in its response to the shootings there on April 16, 2007. On that day a student fatally shot two others in 
a residence hall at approximately 7:15 a.m. The university issued a warning via e-mail at 9:26 a.m. Shortly thereafter, 
the same gunman began firing shots in an academic building, killing 30 more students and professors, and himself. 
The Education Department determined that Virginia Tech failed to issue a “timely warning” as required under the 
crime-reporting law known as the Clery Act. Its campus wide e-mail, which mentioned a "shooting incident" but not 
any fatalities, was both too late and too vague, the department said. Also, it said, the university failed to follow its 
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own policy for issuing timely warnings. Virginia Tech official, Lawrence Hincker, associate vice president for 
university relations, responded harshly to the ruling stating, “It appears the university is being held accountable for a 
new federal standard that was adopted after the April 2007 shootings.” 
http://chronicle.com/article/Education-Dept-Rules-That/125676/ 
 
National Survey Shows Public Alert and Warning Preferences 
More Americans prefer to get emergency notifications via telephone, according to a recent survey. Television was a 
close second.  The Federal Signal 2010 Public Safety Survey showed telephone as a preferred emergency notification 
preference by 25 percent of the population, television by 24 percent of the population. 18 percent preferred text 
messages, and 15 percent cited outdoor loud speakers. The survey said that 39 percent would turn to television to 
proactively get information about emergencies followed by the 32 percent who said they would seek information 
about emergencies from the internet. 11 percent said they would use their phone or mobile devices to proactively 
learn more about emergencies. And, not surprisingly, younger people would go to the internet to retrieve emergency 
information at a rate of 49 percent. So, the survey says more people would prefer to be alerted by telephone (although 
TV was a close second), but that they would turn to TV for additional information...unless they’re 18 to 29-years-old, 
and in that case, they would go to the Web.  
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/emergency-blogs/alerts/National-Survey-Shows-Public-120610.html 
 
D.C. Metro to Start Random Bag Searches 
Washington's Metro police will start random inspections of passengers' bags at entrances to rail stations and bus bays, 
transit agency officials announced earlier this month. The program is based on similar efforts in Boston and New 
York, where there have been viewed favorably by the public, according to Metro Transit Police Department Chief 
Michael Taborn. “It is the unpredictability, the randomness of this activity at a variety of different stations and the 
whole purpose is to throw off the bad guy if he or she has any intent of doing anything to harm the employees or the 
patrons of that particular transit system,” he said. 
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2010/dec/16/dc-metro-to-start-random-bag-searches-ar-721500/ 
 
Hospital Emergency Preparedness Exercise Development Guide 
With the publication of the nation’s first comprehensive, federally funded guide to hospital emergency preparedness 
exercise development, Dr. Nathaniel Hupert at Weill Cornell Medical College and his collaborators have provided a 
new toolset for strengthening hospitals’ ability to protect communities nationwide against public health disasters, 
such as creating care centers during an influenza pandemic or treating casualties in the wake of a bioterrorism attack.  
http://www.newswise.com/articles/weill-cornell-creates-nation-s-first-comprehensive-guide-for-hospital-emergency-
preparedness-exercises 
 
2010 Disasters Deadliest Ever  
Earthquakes, heat waves, floods, volcanoes, super typhoons, blizzards, landslides and droughts killed at least a 
quarter million people in 2010 – the deadliest year in more than a generation. More people were killed worldwide by 
natural disasters this year than have been killed in terrorism attacks in the past 40 years combined. “It just seemed 
like it was back-to-back and it came in waves,” said Craig Fugate, who heads the U.S. Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. It handled a record number of disasters in 2010. 
http://www.wtvr.com/news/sns-ap-ye-sci-disastrous-year,0,7847307.story 
 
New Advice for Nuclear Strike 
Suppose the unthinkable happened, and terrorists struck New York or another big city with an atom bomb. What 
should people there do? The government has a surprising new message: Do not flee. Get inside any stable building 
and don’t come out till officials say it’s safe.  The advice is based on recent scientific analyses showing that a nuclear 
attack is much more survivable if you immediately shield yourself from the lethal radiation that follows a blast, a 
simple tactic seen as saving hundreds of thousands of lives. Even staying in a car, the studies show, would reduce 
casualties by more than 50 percent; hunkering down in a basement would be better by far.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/16/science/16terror.html 
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FLU 
 
Fairfax County Flu Preparedness 
Be sure to visit the county’s flu Web page for information on upcoming events and other preparedness news. 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/flu/  
 
National Influenza Vaccination Week – Dec. 5-11 
CDC recommends everyone 6 months and older get a flu vaccine 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) set aside the week of Dec. 5-11, to observe this season’s 
National Influenza Vaccination Week. The week-long emphasis on flu vaccination was established to highlight the 
importance of continuing influenza vaccination, as well as fostering greater use of flu vaccine after the holiday 
season into January and beyond. National Influenza Vaccination Week provides an opportunity for public health 
professionals, health care professionals, health advocates, communities, and families from across the country to work 
together to promote flu vaccination before the traditional winter peak in flu activity. With three strains of flu expected 
to circulate in the 2010-2011 season, it is important that everyone 6 months of age and older get vaccinated if they 
haven’t already done so, to protect themselves and their loved ones from flu. The three flu strains identified by the 
CDCs’ Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices are an A/H3N2 strain, a B strain and the 2009 H1N1 
pandemic strain. This year's flu vaccine provides protection against all three strains and approximately 160 million 
doses of the vaccine have already been distributed nationwide. The universal flu vaccine recommendation, which 
encourages everyone 6 months of age and older to be vaccinated, took effect this flu season 
http://www.cdc.gov/ 
 
A Flu Vaccine that Lasts  
The costly, time-consuming process of making, distributing and administering millions of seasonal flu vaccines 
would become obsolete if researchers could design a vaccine that confers decades-long protection from any flu virus 
strain. Making such a universal influenza vaccine is feasible but licensing it may require innovation on several fronts, 
including finding new ways to evaluate the efficacy of vaccine candidates in clinical trials, conclude scientists from 
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National Institutes of Health. In a 
“Nature Medicine” commentary, authors Anthony S. Fauci, M.D., NIAID director, and Gary J. Nabel, M.D., Ph.D., 
director of the NIAID Vaccine Research Center, contrast the envisioned universal influenza vaccine with today’s 
seasonal influenza vaccines. Current seasonal flu vaccines prompt immune responses that mimic those made 
following natural exposure to the flu virus. In essence, say the authors, thanks to the growing body of knowledge 
about flu viruses and their interactions with the cells of humans and animals they infect, it may one day be possible to 
make a universal flu vaccine that improves on nature. 
http://www.niaid.nih.gov/news/newsreleases/2010/Pages/universalFluVaxCommentary.aspx 
 
Presidential Proclamation – National Influenza Vaccination Week 
Last year, as the world prepared for a pandemic of the 2009 H1N1 influenza virus, we were reminded of the severity 
and unpredictability of this serious disease.  Thousands of Americans suffered serious complications from the 2009 
H1N1 influenza virus, resulting in hospitalization or even death.  Tragically, influenza and flu related complications 
take American lives each year.  During National Influenza Vaccination Week, we remind all Americans that the flu 
vaccine is safe and effective in preventing the spread of flu viruses. … NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, 
President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States do hereby proclaim December 5 through December 11, 2010, as National Influenza Vaccination 
Week. I encourage Americans to get vaccinated this week if they have not yet done so, and to urge their families, 
friends, and co workers to do the same. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2010/12/07/presidential-proclamation-national-influenza-vaccination-
week 
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How to Prevent Flu in Your Workplace 
Every year, flu costs businesses approximately $10.4 billion in direct costs for hospitalizations and outpatient visits 
for adults. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends a yearly flu vaccine as the first and 
most important step in protecting against flu viruses. The 2010-2011 seasonal flu vaccine protects against three 
different flu viruses, including the H1N1 virus that caused so much illness last year.  CDC encourages you to use the 
strategies and free resources in the Business and Employer's Toolkit, entitled “Make it Your Business to Fight the 
Flu,” to encourage vaccination and protect the health and productivity of your workforce this flu season and beyond.   
To learn more, visit www.cdc.gov/flu and www.flu.gov or call 1-800-CDC-INFO.  
Toolkit: http://cdc.gov/flu/pdf/business/Toolkit_Seasonal_Flu_For_Businesses_and_Employers.pdf 
 
The Flu Ends with U Vaccination Pledge 
The yearly flu vaccine is the first and most important step in protecting against flu viruses.  According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), everyone 6 months of age and older should get vaccinated against the flu. 
And the CDC has unveiled an online Vaccination Pledge, where you can pledge to get vaccinated and pledge to take 
your family and friends with you. To take the pledge, visit  http://www.cdc.gov/flu/nivw/pledge/index.html  
 
Doctors Shocked by Spread of Swine Flu – and its Severity 
H1N1 virus returns, already claiming lives of 10 British adults with early signs that illness has spread to other 
European countries 
The swine flu virus that swept the world last year causing a global health emergency has returned to claim the lives of 
10 adults in the UK in the past six weeks. The 10 deaths were in younger adults under 65 and associated with H1N1 
swine flu. Most had underlying conditions but “a small proportion” were healthy before being struck down by the 
virus, according to the Health Protection Agency (HPA). Seasonal flu normally causes severe illness and death in the 
elderly. The H1N1 swine flu virus targets pregnant women, younger adults, and those with chronic conditions, 
making it a cause of particular alarm.  
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/swine-flu-its-back-2157407.html 
 
The Impact of the H1N1 Pandemic on Canadian Hospitals  
This report contains statistics, graphs and information on how Canadian hospitals dealt with the H1N1 Pandemic in 
2009. It includes a comparison of H1N1 hospitalization statistics with those of other illnesses. 

Excerpt: Canada implemented its pandemic response in 2009 to address a new strain of influenza A/H1N1 
virus (hereafter referred to as H1N1). H1N1 first appeared in North America in April 2009, and spread 
rapidly around the world. By the start of 2010, it had caused about 17,000 deaths. In June 2009, when 74 
countries had confirmed cases, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared it a pandemic. Antibodies to 
seasonal influenza were found not to protect against the pandemic H1N1, and there was no vaccine available 
at the outset. Moreover, the new virus peaked at different times of the year than seasonal flu and seemed to 
affect different population groups. 

http://secure.cihi.ca/cihiweb/products/H1N1_AIB_final_EN.pdf 
 
Virginia Flu Activity Rising 
Flu activity in Virginia is rising and health officials are encouraging residents to get vaccinated. The Virginia 
Department of Health reports regional activity levels of influenza-like illness statewide for the week ending Dec. 4, 
the latest data available. That’s up from sporadic activity levels a couple weeks earlier. 
http://www2.timesdispatch.com/news/2010/dec/13/va-flu-activity-rising-ar-712336/ 
 
Japan: Toyama bird flu strain deemed highly lethal 
Via The Japan Times Online: http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20101221a3.html  
Excerpt: 

The highly infectious H5 avian flu virus found in a dead swan in Toyama Prefecture is very lethal and 
extremely close to the strains that infected birds in Shimane Prefecture and Hokkaido, the National Institute 
of Animal Health said late Sunday. Following the announcement, the Environment Ministry upgraded its 
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alert level against avian influenza to the highest rank of 3 from 2 for areas within a radius of 10 km from a 
park in the Toyama city of Takaoka where the infected bird — a mute swan — was found dead.  

http://crofsblogs.typepad.com/h5n1/2010/12/japan-toyama-bird-flu-strain-deemed-highly-lethal.html 
 

TRAININGS / EXERCISES / CONFERENCES 
 
National Capital Region Homeland Security Events 
http://www.mwcog.org/committee/committee/events_homeland.asp?COMMITTEE_ID=134 
 
Virginia Emergency Management Courses 
http://www.vaemergency.com 
 
FEMA Independent Study Courses 
http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/ 
 
American Red Cross Disaster Services Training 
http://www.redcrossnca.org/Online/disaster_registration.php 
 
3rd Annual Regional State Border Coordination Workshop 
Jan. 24-25, 2011; Gettysburg, Pa. 
The states and urban areas of the All Hazards Consortium 
(AHC) will hold the 3rd Annual Regional State Border 
Coordination Workshop to further develop the findings and 
discussions that came out of the 2nd Annual State Border 
Coordination Workshop regarding existing catastrophic 
evacuation planning efforts within the states of North 
Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey, New York and the District of 
Columbia, including efforts, challenges and opportunities to achieve the long-term vision of a coordinated plan and 
support of integrated planning. 
http://ahcusa.org/stateborderworkshop.htm 
 
Combating Terrorism Technical Support Office Advanced Planning Briefing for Industry 
Jan. 25, 2011; Washington, D.C. 
The Combating Terrorism Technology Support Office operates under the auspices of the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Special Operations/Low-Intensity Conflict and Interdependent Capabilities. The 
Departments of State, Energy, and Homeland Security, along with the FBI and other agencies, contribute funds for 
projects of interest. Currently, the office oversees and supports three programs focusing on aspects of the war on al-
Qaeda. Government representatives from more than 100 agencies contribute to identifying and selecting key 
requirements for combating terrorism, promoting solutions that serve multiple end users, and preventing unnecessary 
duplication of effort. The primary focus is on user participation and user-oriented requirements. The office reviews 
projects under development, identifies new user requirements, and reviews proposals for new research and 
development to meet those requirements. The Advanced Planning Briefing for Industry forecasts the requirements for 
potential projects that will be funded in the coming fiscal year and advertised using a broad agency announcement. 
http://www.ndia.org/meetings/1090/Pages/default.aspx 
 
Biodefense and Emerging Diseases Research Meeting 
Feb. 6-9, 2011; Washington, D.C. 
At this conference of the American Society for Microbiology, scientists, physicians, 
public health researchers and policy makers from around the world will discover the 
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latest research from microbial sciences related to biodefense and bioterrorism; discuss new information on 
preventative modalities, therapeutics, and clinical diagnoses related to biothreat agents; and learn about the most 
recent trends in the management and planning of biodefense programs. 
http://www.asm.org/index.php/meetings/biodefense-and-emerging-diseases-research-meeting.html 
 
Biometrics Conference 
Feb. 23-24, 2011; Arlington, Va. 
The theme is “National Security Through Biometric Collaboration—A Roadmap to Tomorrow.” 
The conference will highlight successful partnerships that have evaluated or implemented policy 
or biometrics technologies and approaches for increasing the pace of scientific advancement. 
http://www.ndia.org/meetings/1860/Pages/default.aspx 
 
Impact 2011 
April 4-6, 2011; Westfields Marriott Hotel, Chantilly, Va. 
The National Security Institute’s 26th Annual IMPACT Security Conference, “Protecting Secrets: Confronting a 
New World of Risk,” an essential for government and contractor security directors and managers responsible for 
protecting classified and sensitive information assets from a growing array of threats posed by espionage, terrorism, 
computer crime and information warfare. 
http://www.nsi.org/impact-2010.html 
 
The Women in Public Safety Communications Leadership Conference 
April 13-14, 2011; Orlando, Fla. 
Delve into the daily demands and long-term career issues confronting women in leadership positions in the public 
safety communications industry. Take control of your career – discuss concerns, experiences and successful solutions 
and tactics with women just like you. Following last year’s highly praised inaugural event, the 2011 Conference 
program covers everything from office communication and social media to career development and maintaining a 
work-life balance while excelling in this demanding field. 
http://wipsc.apcointl.org/ 
 
10th Workshop on Economics of Information Security 
June 14-15, 2011; George Mason University, Arlington, Va. 
The Center for Infrastructure Protection and Homeland Security (CIP/HS) at the George Mason School of Law will 
be hosting The Tenth Workshop on Economics of Information Security, or WEIS 2011. CIP/HS will be co-hosting 
this event with the Interdisciplinary Center for Economic Science (ICES) at George Mason University. This two-day 
workshop will take place at George Mason University’s Arlington Campus on Tuesday, June 14, and Wednesday, 
June 15, 2011.  
http://weis2011.econinfosec.org/index.html  
 
Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials - International 2011 Conference 
August 7-12, 2011; Philadelphia, Pa. 
“Powerful Connections.” Don’t miss this opportunity to make powerful connections with executives, dispatchers, and 
technicians involved in all aspects of public safety communications – from law enforcement to PSAPs to government 
agencies. The APCO Annual Conference is a great place to learn new skills, explore new products and services, and 
connect with people who will enhance your career. 
http://www.apco2011.org/ 
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LINKS 
 
Fairfax County Blogs and Web Resources 

 Fairfax County CERT - http://fairfaxcountycert.blogspot.com/ 
 Fairfax County Citizen Corps Web Page - www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps/ 
 Fairfax County Citizen Corps Blog - http://citizencorps.blogspot.com/ 
 Virginia Citizen Corps - http://www.vaemergency.com/citcorps/index.cfm 

 
DHS Science & Technology Directorate Newsletter 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Science & Technology Directorate has a free newsletter, “S&T 
Snapshots,” featuring stories about current research projects and opportunities with laboratories, universities, 
government agencies, and the private sector. The newsletter is produced monthly by the DHS Science and 
Technology Directorate in partnership with the Homeland Security Institute, a Studies and Analysis Federally Funded 
Research and Development Center. 
http://www.homelandsecurity.org/snapshots/ 
 
DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report (OSIR) 
The Department of Homeland Security provides a Web-based “Daily OSIR,” which is posted on the DHS public 
Web site. Accessing the report via the Web enables readers to retrieve the current Daily Report as well as 10 days of 
archived DHS Daily Reports. Once you arrive at the Web page you will find the most recent Daily OSIR at the top of 
the page, under the title “Current Report.” This report is posted each morning, except for weekends and holidays. 
Simply click on the title “DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report.” This will launch the current days report in 
PDF format. You can submit content comments or make suggestions by contacting the DHS Daily Report Team by 
telephone at 202-312-3421 or by e-mail at NICCReports@dhs.gov. You can access the Daily OSIR at:  
http://www.dhs.gov/files/programs/editorial_0542.shtm.  
 
Fairfax County Government Emergency Information Web Page 
The county’s emergency information page features easy navigation and a clean look so that residents can easily find 
emergency information. 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/ 
 
Fairfax County Government Emergency Information Line 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/opa/infoline.htm 
 
Emergency Management Magazine 
http://www.govtech.com/em/toc.php 
 
FEMA Private Sector 
http://www.fema.gov/privatesector/ 
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ESF 15 Contact Information 
Merni Fitzgerald, Director 

Fairfax County Office of Public Affairs 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 551    Fairfax, Va.  22035-0065 

Tel: 703-324-3187      Direct: 703-324-3189 
E-mail: Merni.Fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Web site: www.fairfaxcounty.gov 
Emergency Information: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency 

 
 
 

To Unsubscribe: 
E-mail publicaffairs@fairfaxcounty.gov with “Remove from ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update” 

in the subject line and you will be immediately removed from the distribution list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In accordance with NIMS – the National Incident Management System – the Fairfax County Emergency Operations 
Plan states that Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) is led by the Office of Public Affairs. This ESF 15 
Business/Nonprofit Update is part of the county's outreach efforts for our business and nonprofit partners as a way 
to provide information about the county’s ESF 15, Homeland Security and emergency management. 
 
Please feel free to forward this ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update to other contacts you have inside or outside your 
organization. Should someone you know like to be added to our distribution list, have them send an e-mail to 
jim.person@fairfaxcounty.gov and ask to be subscribed to the ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update. 
 
If you have any suggestions on how to improve this update or other communications between Fairfax County and 
the business/nonprofit community, please contact Merni Fitzgerald, Director of the Fairfax County Office of Public 
Affairs, at 703-324-3187, TTY 711, or by e-mail at merni.fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov. 


