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ITEMS OF INTEREST FOR ESF 15 
National Response Framework Released 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has released the National Response Framework (NRF), successor to 
the National Response Plan. The NRF, which focuses on response and short-term recovery, articulates the doctrine, 
principles and architecture by which our nation prepares for and responds to all-hazard disasters across all levels of 
government and all sectors of communities. The NRF is responsive to repeated federal, state, local and private sector 
requests for a streamlined document that is less bureaucratic and more user-friendly. The NRF also focuses on 
preparedness and encourages a higher level of readiness across all jurisdictions. The NRF is being released following 
an extensive process of outreach and coordination between DHS and key stakeholders representing federal, tribal, 
state and local governments, non-governmental agencies and associations, and the private sector. The latest public 
comment period for the base document of the NRF closed on Oct. 22, 2007, and the comment period for the support 
annexes closed on Nov. 10, 2007. The final documents reflect the nearly 5,700 comments received from participants 
of the process. In addition to releasing the NRF base document, the Emergency Support Function Annexes and 
Support Annexes will be released and posted online at the NRF Resource Center (http://www.fema.gov/nrf). The 
annexes are a total of 23 individual documents designed to provide concept of operations, procedures and structures 
for achieving response directives for all partners in fulfilling their roles under the NRF. To make the NRF a “living 
system” that can be revised and updated in a more nimble, transparent fashion, the NRF Resource Center was 
developed; an on-line repository of the entire component parts of the NRF. The Resource Center will allow for on-
going revisions as necessary to reflect real-world events and lessons learned. The NRF and the annexes will go into 
effect 60 days after publication in the Federal Register. 
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=42361 
 
Fairfax County Social Needs Registry  
To help those with special needs prepare for emergencies, Fairfax County has created the Fairfax County Social 
Needs Registry. The registry has two categories:  

 Medical Needs Registry – Individuals with medical needs are those who (a) have a high-risk health condition 
that is either temporary or chronic and who cannot manage for themselves in a shelter or evacuation center; 
(b) will require assistance in performing the activities of daily living; and/or (c) will require care for and 
monitoring of a health condition. The names and addresses of those with medical needs will be used by 
Fairfax County officials for communicating with people with medical needs, pre-event emergency planning, 
and for evacuating and sheltering during actual emergencies. The registry may be used for any emergency 
requiring evacuation, such as flooding, hurricanes or hazardous material spills and gas leaks. This 
information will be available to emergency planners and will facilitate the county’s planning, response and 
recovery efforts.  

 Social Needs Registry – Fairfax County seeks to partner with community organizations that have an on-going 
relationship with social needs residents. Those with social needs are vulnerable, at-risk or hard to reach in the 
event of an emergency, but who do not meet the definition of medical needs. This includes people with 
disabilities, limited language proficiency, public transportation dependent or household pets. These people 
may require targeted communication, transportation support or sheltering in the event of an emergency. 
Fairfax County will provide emergency planning, response and recovery information to community 
organizations that register with the social needs registry. Registered organizations are encouraged to then 
relay this information to their organization’s members.  

Registration is available online at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/specialneeds or by phone at 703-324-9000, TTY 
703-324-9001. 
Reprinted from the Jan. 2 EM Update, published by the Virginia Department of Emergency Management. 
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REAL ID Regulation Released 
The Department of Homeland Security announced on Jan. 11 the final REAL ID rule that establishes minimum 
security standards for state-issued drivers’ licenses and identification cards. The rule sets uniform standards that 
enhance the integrity and reliability of drivers’ licenses and identification cards, strengthen issuance capabilities, and 
increase security at drivers’ license and identification card production facilities. Secretary Chertoff said, “For about 
$8 per license, REAL ID will give law enforcement and security officials a powerful advantage against falsified 
documents, and it will bring some peace of mind to citizens wanting to protect their identity from theft by a criminal 
or illegal alien.” 
http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1200065427422.shtm 
 
The Majority of U.S. Businesses Lack a Clear E-mail Retention Policy 
One year after the launch of the revised Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, more than 65 percent of US businesses 
remain unprepared to meet strict court requirements for the discovery and handling of electronic evidence. The data 
is based on the MessageOne E-mail Archiving Practices Survey of IT professionals, conducted by Osterman 
Research for MessageOne. The revised Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (FRCP) set aggressive timelines for the 
discovery of electronic information, such as e-mail, and strict penalties for the destruction of evidence. Despite the 
clear requirements, the Email Archiving Practices Survey showed that most organizations are not prepared:  
• 53 percent of companies lack a policy to govern email retention and deletion. 
• 67 percent of companies allow individual end users to determine how long messages are kept by the company. 
• 66 percent of companies do not have the e-mail archiving technology required to manage e-mail retention, 

litigation holds and e-Discovery. 
http://www.continuitycentral.com/news03686.htm 
 
NCTC Releases 2008 Counterterrorism Calendar 
The National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC) has announced the release of its 2008 counterterrorism calendar. The 
popular calendar is now available in print and via NCTC’s Web site at http://www.nctc.gov in both a downloadable 
PDF and an online, interactive version. NCTC has published a “daily planner” print version of its counterterrorism 
calendar since 2005. This year’s calendar is the largest ever, with 160 pages of information on known terrorist 
groups, individual terrorists, and technical information on topics such as biological and chemical threats. New 
features this year include pages on Anthrax, al-Qa'ida in the Lands of the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), Radicalization: 
Myth and Reality, VX Nerve Agent, Toxic Industrial Chemicals, Kongra-Gel (KGK), a significantly expanded index, 
and more. 
http://www.nctc.gov/site/index.html 

PLANNING / PREPAREDNESS 
New Year’s Resolution: Be Prepared 
Ready Virginia reminds all Virginians to make a resolution to get ready for any emergency in three simple steps: get 
a kit, make a plan and stay informed. In a recent national survey conducted by the Ad Council, 91 percent of 
Americans agreed that taking steps to prepare could help protect themselves and their families in the event of an 
emergency. However, only 54 percent had taken at least one of the three steps recommended by Ready Virginia, 
including getting an emergency supply kit, making a family emergency plan and staying informed about the different 
types of emergencies that could occur in their area. Virginia residents should visit http://www.ReadyVirginia.gov to 
learn how to prepare their families, homes and businesses for all types of emergencies, including natural and man-
made disasters. A companion Web site, http://www.ListoVirginia.gov, is available for Spanish-speaking Virginians. 
To prepare families and business for unexpected emergencies, every Virginian should:  
 Put together an emergency supply kit, to include, among other things, essential items to last at least three days 

such as a battery-powered radio and extra batteries, food and water, flashlights, a first aid kit, blankets and 
medications.  

 Make a communication plan, which involves discussing the hazards and threats for your area and what your 
family would do during an actual emergency. As you create your plan, decide on a meeting place if your family 



The ESF 15 Business / Nonprofit Update is designed to provide information about Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) 
along with news articles and informational updates relating to Homeland Security and emergency management to ESF 15 partners. 

Inclusion of any resource, information or Web link is not an endorsement of the product, service or organization. The ESF 15 Business / 
Nonprofit Update is produced by Fairfax County’s Office of Public Affairs – the lead agency for ESF 15. 

 

cannot return home, designate an out-of-town friend or relative as a point-of-contact and plan for the specific 
needs of your household, such as an evacuation shelter for pets or transportation for medical equipment.  

 Stay informed by listening for the most local, up-to-date information from emergency officials before, during and 
after a disaster. Local media will convey instructions from local, state and federal government partners, such as 
details about evacuation orders, how to safely stay where you are and when the emergency has passed.  

In addition, Virginians can resolve to help others through several Citizen Corps volunteer programs. Visit 
http://www.vaemergency.com/citcorps for more information. 
 
2008 Ready Virginia Public Outreach Campaign Dates  
Ready Virginia will conduct five public education campaigns in 2008. Each campaign will include new releases, 
updated Web site content on http://www.ReadyVirginia.gov and on http://www.vaemergency.com, and a 
proclamation from Gov. Tim Kaine. 
 Tornado Preparedness Day: March 18, 2008 (statewide tornado drill at 9:45 a.m.)  
 National Hurricane Preparedness Week: May 25 - 31, 2008  
 National Preparedness Month: September 2008  
 Fire Prevention Month: October 2008  
 Winter Preparedness Week: Nov.30 - Dec., 2008  

Ready Virginia encourages businesses, residents and volunteer organizations throughout the Commonwealth to help 
publicize these campaigns. 
 
Majority of Organizations Are Not Prepared for a Business Outage Lasting Longer than Seven Days  
Business continuity management and disaster recovery programs are getting better, however, work still needs to be 
done to increase the quality and maturity of such programs. According to a Gartner survey of 359 information 
security and risk management professionals from the U.S., UK and Canada, nearly 60 percent of organizations only 
plan for their longest outage to be seven days. When planning for specific types of disaster scenarios, 77 percent of 
companies have a plan for a power outage or fire, and 72 percent have a plan for a natural disaster, such as a flood or 
hurricane. At least half the companies surveyed also have plans for IT outages, computer-virus attacks, terrorism and 
key service providers’ failure.  
http://www.continuitycentral.com/news03697.htm 
 
Insider Threat Studies Released by CERT 
The CERT® program, which is part of the Software Engineering Institute (SEI), a federally funded research and 
development center at Carnegie Mellon University, has issued two new reports into insider threats: “Illicit Cyber 
Activity in the Government Sector” and “Insider Threat Study: Illicit Cyber Activity in the Information Technology 
and Telecommunications Sector.” These reports present the findings of research efforts to examine reported insider 
incidents within their respective sectors, focusing on both technical and behavioral aspects of actual compromises. 
Insiders can be current or former employees and contractors who have or had authorized access to their 
organization’s system and networks who are familiar with internal policies, procedures, and technology and can 
exploit that knowledge to facilitate attacks and even collude with external attackers.  
Go to http://www.cert.org/insider_threat/ to download the new reports. 
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Bennie Thompson Wants Color-Coded Threat Alerts Improved 
According to Government Executive magazine, House Homeland Security Chairman 
Bennie Thompson has reopened a debate about whether the nation’s color-coded threat 
advisory system should be overhauled or scrapped in a letter to Homeland Security 
Secretary Michael Chertoff. Thompson wrote that the nation’s color-coded threat advisory 
system … “assigns a threat condition representing the apparent risk of a terrorist act, but 
provides no information on actions that should be taken by the public in response to the 
risk.” And Thompson added “… that the lowest threat conditions—green and blue—have 
never been used. The system, which uses five colors to reflect probability of a terrorist 
attack, was created in March 2002 before the Homeland Security Department came into 
existence. 
http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=38975&sid=60 
 

 
Adverse Winter Weather: FEMA Urges Citizens to be Cautious 
While the federal government continues to monitor and prepare for possible winter storm hazards, FEMA urges 
residents also to be cautious. There are steps individuals can take to protect their families during winter storms. 
Before a winter storm, prepare a disaster kit and add the following supplies: 
• Rock salt to melt ice on walkways. 
• Sand to improve traction. 
• Snow shovels and other snow removal equipment. 
Prepare for possible isolation in your home by having sufficient heating fuel; regular fuel sources may be cut off. For 
example, store a good supply of dry, seasoned wood for your fireplace or wood-burning stove. Keep fire 
extinguishers on hand, and make sure everyone in your house knows how to use them. House fires pose an additional 
risk as more people turn to alternate heating sources without taking the necessary precautions. During a winter storm: 
• Listen to your radio, television, or NOAA Weather Radio for weather reports and emergency information. 
• Conserve fuel, if necessary, by keeping your residence cooler than normal. Temporarily close off heat to some 

rooms. 
• If you are outdoors, keep dry. Change wet clothing frequently to prevent a loss of body heat. Wet clothing loses 

all of its insulating value and transmits heat rapidly. 
• Drive only if it is absolutely necessary. If you must drive, consider the following: 

o Travel in the day, don't travel alone, and keep others informed of your schedule. 
o Stay on main roads; avoid back road shortcuts. 

For more information on planning for winter storms, visit http://www.fema.gov/hazard/winter/index.shtm. 
Winter Preparedness Tips can be found at http://www.fema.gov/media/archives/2007/110607.shtm. 
 
Updated State Emergency Operations Plan  
Gov. Tim Kaine has approved the updated Commonwealth of Virginia Emergency Operations Plan with Executive 
Order 60. The 2007 updated plan: 
 Embraces National Incident Management System and National Response Framework concepts and principles.  
 Places the response plan and the recovery plan in the same document to ensure seamless operational response to 

any hazard. 
 Incorporates and revises the annexes for 17 emergency support functions, which are groups of the most 

frequently used operations in emergency response. 
 Includes a pet evacuation and sheltering component that fulfills legislation from the 2007 session of the General 

Assembly. 
 Upgrades the Family Assistance Plan component, which outlines how the Commonwealth will provide assistance 

to disaster victims. 
The new plan also includes a Mass Evacuation and Sheltering Plan and two new emergency support functions—
Military Support (ESF 16) and Volunteer and Donations Management (ESF 17). The COVEOP is updated at least 
every four years or as needed. The plan is available online at http://www.vaemergency.com/library/plans/index.cfm. 
Reprinted from the Jan. 16 EM Update, published by the Virginia Department of Emergency Management. 
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MEDIA ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
D.C. Unified Communications Center Wins NASCIO Business Continuity and Disaster Recovery Award 
The National Association of State Chief Information Officers (NASCIO) selected 11 state IT initiatives in 10 
categories to receive its 2007 Recognition Awards for Outstanding Achievement in the Field of Information 
Technology in State Government. The District of Columbia Unified Communications Center (UCC) won in the 
category of business continuity and disaster recovery.  
http://www.continuitycentral.com/news03687.htm 
 
Threats Businesses Face 
State Department issues list of threats U.S. businesses face. U.S. businesses faced varied threats in 2007 — including 
cyberattacks in Europe, theft of intellectual property in Asia, natural disasters in Latin America, terrorism on many 
continents — according to a year-end analysis by the U.S. State Department’s Overseas Security Advisory Council. 
In Europe, two weeks of attacks by computer interlopers that crippled government and corporate Web sites beginning 
in late April raised a new worry that U.S. companies also could be vulnerable to attack by computer. Among 10 
security issues cited in the report, the council also warned of rising homegrown political radicalism and terrorism in 
Europe. Intellectual property theft, terrorism, natural disasters, and political instability were listed as the most serious 
security challenges in Asia. The threat from fraud and theft of trade secrets has been rising exponentially, the report 
said. It cited China and India as countries of greatest concern and warned that much of the damage comes from 
within companies. 
http://www.buffalonews.com/145/story/241556.html 
 
New Text Emergency Alert Service 
SquareLoop Inc., a text messaging company, has teamed up with Sprint Nextel Corp. to launch its emergency-alert 
network in Contra Costa County, Calif. SquareLoop, which like Sprint is based in Reston, said the 
telecommunications company is the first wireless carrier that has agreed to send emergency alerts based on 
subscribers’ location. Subscribers have to sign up to the alert system, which is embedded in the handsets to ensure 
privacy. Other alerts can include weather and traffic updates. The company also is exploring technology to transmit 
advertising.  
http://washington.bizjournals.com/washington/stories/2008/01/07/daily14.html?jst=b_ln_hl 
 
Fairfax City Council Hears Emergency Plan 
The Fairfax City Council heard a presentation at the Jan. 8 meeting about the city’s state of emergency preparedness. 
Read the details in this Connection newspaper article. 
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/article.asp?article=92362&paper=63&cat=104 

PANDEMIC FLU 
Fairfax County Pandemic Flu Preparedness 
Be sure to visit the county’s pandemic flu Web page for information on 
upcoming events and other preparedness news. 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/pandemicflu/ 
 
FFIEC Releases Guidance on Pandemic Planning 
The Federal Financial Institutions Examination Council has issued guidance 
for financial institutions in identifying the continuity planning to minimize the potential adverse effects of a 
pandemic. The guidance expands upon the Interagency Advisory on Influenza Pandemic Preparedness (March 2006). 
http://www.continuitycentral.com/news03668.htm 
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HHS and CDC Publish New Pandemic Planning Guidance 
A new pandemic planning kit has been developed by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) along with input from community leaders. “Take the Lead: 
Working Together to Prepare Now” is designed to provide key information and tools to help organizations 
understand the threat of a pandemic and prepare for it. The toolkit provides a wealth of ready-to-use and ready-to-
tailor resources prepared by HHS and CDC. This toolkit provides the following: 

• Information for you about pandemic flu  
• Ready-to-use and ready-to-tailor resources prepared by HHS and CDC  
• Ideas and materials to encourage your organization to prepare and to encourage other leaders to get involved 

http://www.pandemicflu.gov/takethelead/index.html 
 
Pandemic Influenza and Pregnant Women 
Planning for a future influenza pandemic should include considerations specific to pregnant women. First, pregnant 
women are at increased risk for influenza-associated illness and death. The effects on the fetus of maternal influenza 
infection, associated fever, and agents used for prophylaxis and treatment should be taken into account. Pregnant 
women might be reluctant to comply with public health recommendations during a pandemic because of concerns 
regarding effects of vaccines or medications on the fetus. Guidelines regarding nonpharmaceutical interventions (e.g., 
voluntary quarantine) also might present special challenges because of conflicting recommendations about routine 
prenatal care and delivery. Finally, healthcare facilities need to develop plans to minimize exposure of pregnant 
women to ill persons, while ensuring that women receive necessary care. 
http://www.cdc.gov/eid/content/14/1/95.htm 
 
World Animal Health Chief Says Bird Flu Fears Were Overblown 
MSNBC reports that “fears of a flu pandemic originating from the deadly H5N1 bird flu virus were overblown,” that 
according to the head of the World Organization for Animal Health. The organization “has been at the forefront of 
global efforts to monitor and fight H5N1, which scientists have tracked because they fear [that] it may mutate into a 
human flu virus that starts a pandemic. But ‘the risk was overestimated,’ said Bernard Vallat.” 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/22590623/ 
 
UAE Will Test for Bird Flu at All Entry Points 
All the 19 entry points in the [United Arab Emirates] will have a common system/procedure for the testing of the 
items entering the country to ensure they are free from avian flu, reports the Khaleej Times. To ensure that it is 
effective, the action will be coordinated with all Gulf Cooperation Council countries. 
http://tinyurl.com/23ybek 
 
Bird Flu May Be Spread Indirectly, Mistaken for Typhoid 
The H5N1 bird flu virus may sometimes stick to surfaces or get kicked up in fertilizer dust to infect people, according 
to [the] World Health Organization, reports Reuters. Furthermore, Bloomberg reports that bird flu has been mistaken 
by doctors for pneumonia, typhoid and at least four other diseases in Southeast Asia, causing treatment delays that 
might have worsened their patients’ chances of survival, citing a report in the New England Journal of Medicine. 
Reuters: http://www.reuters.com/article/healthNews/idUSN1616209020080117 
Bloomberg: http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601086&sid=aGGx3_Vx7Cgw&refer=latin_america 
 
Bird Flu Is Still Hazardous to Birds 
The New York Times reports that last year, for the first time since avian flu emerged as a global threat, the number of 
human cases was down from the year before — 86 confirmed human cases last year compared with 115 in 2006, 
according to the World Health Organization, and 59 deaths compared with 79. “… Dr. Paul A. Offit, a vaccine 
specialist at Children’s Hospital in Philadelphia, [said that] “H5 viruses have been around for 100 years and never 
caused a pandemic and probably never will,” but “he backed all preparedness efforts because he expected another 
pandemic from an H1, H2 or H3, the subtypes responsible for six previous epidemics, including the catastrophic one 
in 1918.” And avian flu is still lethal and widespread in birds. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/22/science/22flu.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 
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WHO Launches System to Track Bird Flu Samples 
The World Health Organisation says it has begun to disclose how and where the samples of bird flu virus it receives 
from affected countries are used, in response to poor countries’ demands for more transparency.  
The electronic tracking system, which went live in late January, is a step towards appeasing the concerns of Indonesia 
and other developing countries that the biological specimens they share with the WHO will be used to make 
affordable vaccines. The newly-public information includes listing of the samples received, the laboratory handling 
them, analyses carried out and their possible use as vaccines for fighting a flu pandemic. 
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L23847546.htm  

TRAININGS / EXERCISES / CONFERENCES 
Biodefense Graduate Program 
This program at George Mason University (Fairfax, Va.) offers MS and PhD degrees in biodefense, providing 
students with the knowledge and skills to assess the risks posed by natural and man-made biological threats, develop 
strategies for reducing these risks to national and international security, and bridge the gap between scientists and 
policy makers. The application deadline is March 15. 
http://pia.gmu.edu/grad/biod/ 
 
Fundamentals of Medical Planning 
Feb. 5-6; Arlington, Va. 
This workshop in support of emergency response in a medical environment teaches aspects of crisis action medical 
planning to help organizations enhance their preparedness and risk management posture and create or improve 
organic medical plans to improve defenses against emergencies. 
http://www.governmenthorizons.org/Fundamentals-Medical-Planning_Feb08.html 
 

Second National Emergency Management Summit 
Feb. 3-5; Washington, D.C. 
This forum on medical preparedness and response to disasters, epidemics, and terrorism will cover 
more than 50 topics in emergency management. Pre-conference sessions are “Preparing for a 
Pandemic” and “Hospital Surge Capacity Update.” 
http://www.emergencymanagementsummit.com/  

 
Disaster Logistics 
Feb. 7-8; Arlington, Va. 
This workshop on managing logistics for emergencies will cover Defense Department and commercial best practices, 
logistics, supply chain planning and execution during crises, as well as risk assessment and mitigation tools. 
http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com/hdl/disaster-logistics.html 

 
Biometrics for National Security and Defense 
Feb. 11-13; Arlington, Va. 
Participants will discuss the necessary core capabilities of biometric systems 
and scan the best practices, solutions, and methodologies to strengthen their 

potential. Leading biometric systems experts will highlight the key requirements for successful migration, 
implementation, interoperability and next-generation networks deployment strategy. Industry experts will describe 
the research and development being undertaken to uncover the future of biometric technology, security, and privacy. 
http://www.iqpcevents.com/ShowEvent.aspx?id=43050&details=47256 
 
Infrastructure Security Partnership Breakfast 
Feb. 21; Washington, D.C. 
Dennis R. Schrader, professional engineer and Federal Emergency Management Agency Deputy Administrator for 
National Preparedness, will discuss critical infrastructure resilience. For more information, contact Catherine Tehan 
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at ctehan@asce.org. 
http://www.tisp.org/events/eventdetails.cfm?&eventID=1705 
 
6th Annual ASM Bio Defense and Emerging Diseases Research Meeting 
February 24-27; Baltimore, Md. 
This meeting will bring together decision makers who are shaping the future 
biodefense research agenda and those who are carrying out research to defend 
against the growing threat of bioterrorism, recognizing that emerging infectious 
diseases serve as a paradigm for handling the public threat of bioterrorism. 
http://www.asmbiodefense.org/ 
 
Mass Transit Security Summit 2008 
February 27-28; Alexandria, Va. 
This summit will bring together policy makers, transit operators, security personnel, and solutions providers to 
exchange and disseminate best practices and opportunities to improve the security of the nation’s mass transit 
security systems. 
http://www.iqpcevents.com/ShowEvent.aspx?id=45282 
 

AFCEA Homeland Security Conference 
Feb. 27-28; Washington, D.C. 
This conference, sponsored by the Armed Forces Communications and 
Electronics Association, will cover critical issues facing the United States in the 
fight against terrorism and offer an opportunity to engage in dialogue with key 
government and industry executives.  
http://www.afcea.org/events/homeland/landing.asp 

 
WebEOC Training for State Colleges and Universities  
VDEM will hold two WebEOC training sessions for state college and university emergency management staff. 
WebEOC is a web-based crisis management information system used by the Commonwealth to provide real-time 
situational information and track requests for state assistance. The sessions will be: 
 March 3, Blacksburg 

Virginia Tech, Classroom 153 in Southgate Center 
1-4 p.m.  

 March 6, Richmond 
Virginia Emergency Operations Center 
9 a.m. - noon  

Hands-on training will include how to access WebEOC, share information with the state and request state assistance. 
To register for the training, e-mail Laverne Morris at Laverne.Morris@vdem.virginia.gov with participant’s name, 
college, position title, address, phone number and e-mail address and the session date. 
 
2008 Virginia Emergency Management Conference 
March 11-14; Hampton Roads, Va. 
The 2008 Virginia Emergency Management Conference is designed for anyone whose professional interests involve 
prevention, preparation, response, and recovery from emergencies and disasters, both natural and man-made. The 
2008 conference offers opportunities to learn from a variety of experts in transportation, public safety, and 
emergency management by recalling recent events such as the Minnesota bridge collapse and the Greensburg, Kansas 
tornado. 
http://www.vemaweb.org/  
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ESF 15 Contact Information 
Merni Fitzgerald, Director 

Fairfax County Office of Public Affairs 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 551    Fairfax, Va.  22035-0065 

 
Tel: 703-324-3187      Direct: 703-324-3189 
E-mail: Merni.Fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Web site: www.fairfaxcounty.gov 
Emergency Information: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency 

 
 
 

To Unsubscribe: 
E-mail publicaffairs@fairfaxcounty.gov with “Remove from ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update” 

in the subject line and you will be immediately removed from the distribution list. 

LINKS 
DHS Science & Technology Directorate Newsletter 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Science & Technology Directorate has a free newsletter, “S&T 
Snapshots,” featuring stories about current research projects and opportunities with laboratories, universities, 
government agencies, and the private sector. The newsletter is produced monthly by the DHS Science and 
Technology Directorate in partnership with the Homeland Security Institute, a Studies and Analysis Federally Funded 
Research and Development Center. 
http://www.homelandsecurity.org/snapshots/ 
 
DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report (OSIR) 
The Department of Homeland Security provides a Web-based “Daily OSIR,” which is posted on the DHS public 
Web site. Accessing the report via the Web enables readers to retrieve the current Daily Report as well as 10 days of 
archived DHS Daily Reports. Once you arrive at the Web page you will find the most recent Daily OSIR at the top of 
the page, under the title “Current Report.” This report is posted each morning, except for weekends and holidays. 
Simply click on the title “DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report.” This will launch the current days report in 
PDF format. You can continue to submit content comments or make suggestions by contacting the DHS Daily Report 
Team by telephone at 202-312-5389 or by e-mail at NICCReports@dhs.gov. You can access the Daily OSIR at:  
http://www.dhs.gov/xinfoshare/programs/editorial_0542.shtm. 
 
FEMA Offers Electronic News Updates  
The Federal Emergency Management Agency offers an online subscription to news updates, including information 
about disaster declarations, mitigation programs, the National Incident Management System and the National 
Response Framework, as well as regional news releases. In addition to an e-mail inbox, news updates can also go to 
wireless devices, or users can subscribe to an RSS feed. Register at 
http://service.govdelivery.com/service/subscribe.html?code=USDHSFEMA_149. 
 
Fairfax County Government Emergency Information Web Page 
The county’s emergency information page features easy navigation and a clean look so that residents can easily find 
emergency information. 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/ 
 
Fairfax County Government Emergency Information Line 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/opa/infoline.htm 



The ESF 15 Business / Nonprofit Update is designed to provide information about Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) 
along with news articles and informational updates relating to Homeland Security and emergency management to ESF 15 partners. 

Inclusion of any resource, information or Web link is not an endorsement of the product, service or organization. The ESF 15 Business / 
Nonprofit Update is produced by Fairfax County’s Office of Public Affairs – the lead agency for ESF 15. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In accordance with NIMS – the National Incident Management System – the Fairfax County Emergency Operations 
Plan states that Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) is led by the Office of Public Affairs. This ESF 15 
Business/Nonprofit Update is part of the county's outreach efforts for our business and nonprofit partners as a way 
to provide information about the county’s ESF 15, Homeland Security and emergency management. 
 
Please feel free to forward this ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update to other contacts you have inside or outside your 
organization. Should someone you know like to be added to our distribution list, have them send an e-mail to 
jim.person@fairfaxcounty.gov and ask to be subscribed to the ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update. 
 
If you have any suggestions on how to improve this update or other communications between Fairfax County and 
the business/nonprofit community, please contact Merni Fitzgerald, Director of the Fairfax County Office of Public 
Affairs, at 703-324-3187, TTY 711, or by e-mail at merni.fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
 
Thanks for your partnership with Fairfax County. We appreciate the opportunity to work with you. 


