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ITEMS OF INTEREST FOR ESF 15 
FEMA’s Citizen Corps Partners With United States Power Squadrons 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has announced a newly-formed affiliation with the United 
States Power Squadrons (U.S. Power Squadrons) in support of Citizen Corps, FEMA’s grassroots effort to strengthen 
community preparedness through civic participation. The partnership between Citizen Corps and U.S. Power 
Squadrons is a natural fit as the U.S. Power Squadrons play an increasingly critical role in maritime safety and 
security via America’s Waterway Watch and Waterway Awareness Programs. The U.S. Power Squadrons is the 27th 
Citizen Corps Affiliate and is America’s largest nonprofit boating organization dedicated to making boating safer and 
more enjoyable through public education in seamanship, navigation and related marine safety topics. Nationwide, 
there are 45,000 members organized into 450 squadrons. 
Press release: http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=47622 
U.S. Power Squadrons: http://www.citizencorps.gov/programs/usps.shtm 
 
Economic Recovery Money Will Create Jobs While Making America Safer 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has released details of the projects being funded by the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, recently passed in both houses of Congress and signed into law by President 
Obama. The total amount going to DHS and to the General Services Administration (GSA) in support of DHS 
programs is $3.5 billion. Funded projects include a combined $650 million to begin construction of a consolidated 
headquarters for the department at the former site of St. Elizabeths Hospital in southeast Washington, D.C.; a 
combined $720 million for renovation and construction at land ports of entry and $1 billion for explosive detection 
systems and enhanced checkpoint screening equipment at airports. The Department of Homeland Security has also 
launched a Web site (www.dhs.gov/recovery) that will monitor and track the stimulus money coming in to the 
department and going out to DHS-related projects. 
http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1236107904153.shtm 
 
NOAA Report Uncovers Why Some People Don’t Heed Severe Weather Warnings 
NOAA’s National Weather Service has issued a report that 
analyzes forecasting performance and public response during 
the second deadliest tornado outbreak in U.S. history. The 
report, “Service Assessment of the Super Tuesday Tornado 
Outbreak” of February 5-6, 2008, also addresses a key area of 
concern: why some people take cover while others ride out 
severe weather. Dubbed the “Super Tuesday” tornado outbreak 
due to the presidential primary elections held that day, 82 
tornadoes raked nine states throughout the South, killing 57 
people, injuring 350 others and causing $400 million in property 
damage. In reviewing the public response, the team found that 
two-thirds of the victims were in mobile homes, and 60 percent 
did not have access to safe shelter (i.e., a basement or storm 
cellar). The majority of the survivors interviewed for the assessment sought shelter in the best location available to 
them, but most of them also did not have access to a safe shelter. Some indicated they thought the threat was minimal 
because February is not within traditional tornado season. Several of those interviewed said they spent time seeking 
confirmation and went to a safe location only after they saw a tornado. Many people minimized the threat of personal 
risk through “optimism bias,” the belief that such bad things only happen to other people. 
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2009/20090309_tornadoreport.html 
Photo credit: NOAA 
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New Emergency Response Laws 
The 2009 Regular Session of the General Assembly adjourned on Feb. 28, considering several bills that directly and 
indirectly affect Virginia’s emergency response community. Notable bills that have been submitted to the governor 
for his signature include:  

 SB 1150 and HB 2612: Require all emergency plans to include a provision that the Department of Criminal 
Justice Services and the Virginia Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund be contacted immediately to assist 
victims as defined in § 19.2-11.01 and include current contact information for both organizations.  

 SB 1294: Permits the Department of Criminal Justice Services to establish crisis intervention team pilot 
programs, which shall assist law-enforcement officers in responding to crisis situations involving persons 
with mental illness, substance abuse problems or both.  

 HB 1664: Eliminates the requirement that the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia must develop 
and revise a model institutional crisis and emergency management plan to help public and private two- and 
four-year institutions of higher education in establishing, operating and maintaining emergency services and 
disaster preparedness activities. This bill has already been signed by the governor and becomes effective on 
July 1, 2009.  

 HB 1680: Defines the term “act of God” to include a hurricane, tornado, storm, flood, high water, wind-
driven water, tidal wave, earthquake or fire. Specifies that a fire caused by an individual other than the 
property owner shall not adversely affect the rights vested in the affected property. Limits the owner’s right 
to repair, rebuild or replace the building to its original nonconforming condition only if such building is 
damaged greater than 50 percent. Additionally, the proposed amendment provides that a zoning ordinance 
may allow for a building or structure covered by this section to be brought in compliance with the Uniform 
Statewide Building Code in effect at the time of the construction of such building or structure.  

 HB 1983: Provides civil immunity for private and charitable organizations providing resources and 
assistance, without compensation, pursuant to a governor-declared emergency or during a formal emergency 
management training exercise, and at the request of the State Department of Emergency Management or a 
local emergency management employee. The immunity would not apply in instances of gross negligence, 
recklessness, or willful misconduct.  

 HB 2449: Establishes deemed consent to test for and release test results related to infectious disease in cases 
involving any (i) salaried or volunteer firefighter, paramedic or emergency medical technician, (ii) member 
of the State Police Officers’ Retirement System, (iii) member of county, city or town police departments, (iv) 
sheriff or deputy sheriff, (v) Department of Emergency Management hazardous materials officer, (vi) city 
sergeant or deputy city sergeant of the City of Richmond, (vii) Virginia Marine Police officer, (viii) 
conservation police officer who is a full-time sworn member of the enforcement division of the Department 
of Game and Inland Fisheries, (ix) Capitol Police officer, (x) special agent of the Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control, or (xi) conservation officer of the Department of Conservation and Recreation. This bill 
also changes the term “communicable disease liaison officer” to “exposure control officer” and removes 
language providing that a receiving facility has no duty to perform a test or tests beyond those necessary for 
the medical management of a patient delivered by an emergency medical services agency to the receiving 
facility. 

Detailed information about each bill is available at http://leg1.state.va.us/.  
Reprinted from the March 11 edition of EM Update, the e-mail newsletter from the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management.  

PLANNING / PREPAREDNESS 
Current Threat Level 
The United States government’s national threat level is Elevated, or Yellow.  
 The U.S. threat level is High, or Orange, for all domestic and international 

flights. Only small amounts of liquids, aerosols and gels are allowed in carry-
on baggage. See the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Web site 
(http://www.tsa.gov) for up-to-date information on items permitted and prohibited on airlines.  
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Virginia Threat Level:   
 
Under an elevated threat lever, businesses should: 

 Continue all precautions from lower Threat Conditions.  
 Announce Threat Condition ELEVATED to employees.  
 Review vulnerability and threat assessments and revise as needed.  
 Identify and monitor governmental information sharing sources for warnings and alerts.  
 Update and test call down list for emergency response teams and key employees.  
 Review and coordinate and update mutual aid agreements with other critical facilities and government 

agencies.  
 Establish and monitor active and passive security measures.  
 Review employee training on security precautions (bomb threat procedures, reporting suspicious 

packages, activities and people).  
 Conduct communications checks to ensure radio contact can be established.  

At this time there is no credible information warning of an imminent, specific threat to the homeland. All Americans 
should continue to be vigilant, take notice of their surroundings, and report suspicious items or activities to local 
authorities immediately. Everyone should establish an emergency preparedness kit and an emergency plan for 
themselves and their family, and stay informed about what to do during an emergency. 
http://www.dhs.gov/xinfoshare/programs/Copy_of_press_release_0046.shtm 
http://vaemergency.com/ 
 
NOAA - Emergency Managers to Test Atlantic/Gulf Tsunami Warning and Response 
Residents and visitors along the Atlantic coasts of the United States and Canada, the Gulf 
of Mexico, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands should not be alarmed when they hear 
tsunami test messages broadcast over their televisions and radios on Thursday, April 2, 
2009. That day, at 9 a.m. EDT, officials will test the region’s communication and response 
plans to help communities prepare for a tsunami. Co-sponsored by NOAA and the U.S. 
National Tsunami Hazard Mitigation Program, this is the first region-wide tsunami 
warning test to include the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coasts of the United States, 
Canadian Atlantic Provinces, and the U.S. Caribbean Territories and Commonwealths. 
NOAA’s Tsunami Warning Center in Palmer, Alaska, will commence the exercise by 
issuing a test bulletin through tsunami warning communication channels. The test bulletin, 
clearly marked “test message,” will prompt local officials to implement their tsunami 
response plans. Tsunami Warning Message Poster (Credit: NOAA) 
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2009/20090323_atlanticgulftsunamitest.html 
 
Virginia’s Hurricane Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday 
All Virginians should take steps to prepare their families for any emergency by getting an emergency supply kit, 
making an emergency plan and staying informed about the hazards that could affect their area. Detailed instructions 
for getting ready for emergencies are online at http://www.ReadyVirginia.gov. The General Assembly established an 
annual sales tax holiday to ease the cost of creating an emergency supply kit. From May 25 through May 31, the 
purchase of certain items is exempt from the Commonwealth’s sales and use taxes. Customers may use 
manufacturer’s coupons to lower the price of an item so that it will qualify for the $60 or $1,000 price cap.  
Items include bottled water, flashlights, battery-powered radios, batteries and first aid kits. The entire list of tax-free 
items is available at http://www.tax.virginia.gov/site.cfm?alias=HurricanePreparednessEquipmentHoliday. 
Reprinted from the March 26 EM Update e-mail newsletter from the Virginia Department of Emergency Management. 

MEDIA ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
Internet Voice Communications Create Interoperability in North Carolina and Virginia 
Local law enforcement agencies in Virginia and North Carolina are working to implement a permanent solution 
based on voice-over-Internet protocol that would link Internet Protocol, non–Internet Protocol, and radio networks 
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inside one system, reports Government Technology. This would allow officers to talk across jurisdictional lines 
without ditching the equipment they’ve used for years. 
http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/624252 
 
Main U.S. Federal Disaster Relief Law has Fallen Behind Modern Threat Levels, NYU Professor Finds 
In new research published in the “Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management,” New York 
University Professor Mitchell Moss claims that the cornerstone federal disaster relief legislation, the Robert T. 
Stafford Act, is dangerously out of date, and must be reformed to provide for rapid relief after a catastrophe. Two 
years after Hurricane Katrina, and six years after the September 11 attacks, the federal government still lacks the 
legal authority to provide rapid financial assistance to residents, small businesses and municipal governments 
following a major disaster, that according to the Journal article (Vol. 6: Issue 1, Article 13). Moss, professor of urban 
policy and planning at the Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service at NYU, faults the Stafford Act. 
http://www.nyu.edu/ccpr/pubs/Moss_03.09.09.pdf 
 
White House Taps Experienced Emergency Manager to Lead FEMA 
President Barack Obama picked Craig Fugate, an experienced first responder who now leads Florida’s division of 
emergency management, to lead the Federal Emergency Management Agency. A career firefighter in a state known 
for natural disasters, Fugate has served as Florida’s state coordinating officer in 23 declared state emergencies, 11 of 
which were presidentially declared disasters. Fugate, who has been a member of the board of directors at the National 
Emergency Management Association (NEMA) for several years and chairs the response and recovery committee 
there, is well-known in the emergency management community. Meanwhile, Jason McNamara will become FEMA’s 
chief of staff. McNamara is an associate vice president and director of emergency management-homeland security in 
Dewberry’s Emergency Management, Disaster and Mitigation Services Group. Dewberry is a professional services 
firm in Fairfax. 
http://www.governmentexecutive.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=42192&sid=60 
 
Canada Launches New Emergency Preparedness Advertising Campaign 
The advertising supports the “72 hours…Is Your Family Prepared?” social marketing campaign, designed to improve 
Canada’s readiness to prepare for and respond to an emergency by 
mobilizing families to take three practical steps: 
 Know the risks in their area 
 Make a family emergency plan 
 Get a family emergency kit 

The television ad works backwards in time to show a family successfully 
coping through 72 hours of an emergency situation, thanks to having 
prepared an emergency kit. The campaign has successfully encouraged 
more Canadians to take action to prepare. One in five Canadians who saw 
the 72 Hours advertising from last year say they took action as a direct 
result of seeing the ads. However, most Canadians are still not well-
prepared to sustain themselves for the first 72 hours of an emergency. For example, given the gap that exists between 
those who believe they have a kit (43 percent) and those whose kits contain all the recommended basic items 
(estimated at 8 percent), Canadian officials say further effort is required to raise awareness. 
http://www.marketwire.com/press-release/Public-Safety-Canada-956031.html 
 
Economy Forces Many to Slash Security Staff, Survey Says 
A new survey has found that the majority of security budgets are being hard-hit by the economic downturn, as many 
respondents are either implementing hiring freezes or slashing security staff. In an article on the IT World Web site, 
Joan Goodchild says the study by CSO magazine polled security decision-makers in more than 100 companies about 
their spending plans for 2009. The survey found that 64 percent said that the economy was having a negative impact 
on security spending, and another 19 percent said the economy currently had no impact. Just 6 percent said the crisis 
was having a positive impact on their organization’s security budget. 
http://www.itworld.com/security/63480/survey-economy-forces-many-slash-freeze-security-staff 
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Markle Foundation Envisions Greater Collaboration Among Information Users  
The Obama administration and Congress must ensure that information sharing remains a national priority and provide 
the means for information to be available to law enforcement agencies and other stakeholders as a means to “connect 
the dots” on terrorism, according to a report released on March 10. “Today, we are still vulnerable to attack because-
as on 9/11 – we are still not able to connect the dots. At the same time, civil liberties are at risk because we don’t 
have the government-wide policies in place to protect them as intelligence collection has expanded,” said the report, 
titled “Nation At Risk: Policy Makers Need Better Information to Protect the Country,” from The Markle Foundation 
Task Force on National Security in the Information Age, established to further the use of information technology to 
protect US interests. The report recommends several steps the White House and Congress must take to ensure that 
information sharing continues to become more robust, recognizing that the 9/11 Commission saw a failure to share 
information as a reason why the United States could not stop the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 
http://www.hstoday.us/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=7600&Itemid=128 
“Nation At Risk” report: http://www.markle.org/downloadable_assets/20090304_mtf_report.pdf 
 
ESi Releases WebEOC for Hospitals 
When a natural or man-made disaster strikes any region of the country, local hospitals are a critical part of the first 
response effort. Shared awareness is crucial to these healthcare providers and emergency managers: what is the 
current situation -- what resources are available -- where are patients being delivered and moved. ESi® has just 
released WebEOC® for Hospitals, a crisis information management system designed to manage and communicate 
health information and hospital resources in real time. The new software is based on more than 10 years of 
experience in providing crisis information management solutions to hospitals, federal agencies, state/county/local 
governments and corporations across the nation and the world. WebEOC for Hospitals includes a suite of 108 status 
boards designed to comply with the HICS IV standard – a comprehensive incident management system for use in 
emergencies and for hospital daily operations. The HICS IV suite includes three categories of status boards:  

 The Incident Action Plan: designed to collect information from key personnel and publish a cohesive report 
that can be regularly updated.  

 Job Action Sheets: 78 job action sheets that enable users to track assignments as not yet addressed, in 
progress, or completed – and track completed assignments on each shift.  

 HICS Forms: includes 13 HICS forms that cover incident messaging, patient evacuation tracking, resource 
accounting, volunteer registration and more.  

The WebEOC platform meets the federally mandated capability requirements laid out in Homeland Security 
Presidential Directives 5 and 8 and the ASPR Hospital Preparedness Program guidelines for a bed tracking system. 
The program will also automate hospital NIMS compliance activities.  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/29636115/ 
 
DHS Getting Better at Communications, State Officials Say 
A new survey has found that more than three quarters of state homeland security directors are satisfied with their 
communications with the Department of Homeland Security. That’s almost double the amount that were satisfied in 
2007. In an article on the Federal Computer Week Web site, Alice Lipowicz says the study, by the National 
Governors Association’s Center for Best Practices, shows that more than 75 percent said they were satisfied with the 
communications in 2008, up from only 42 percent in 2007. The survey also found that 83 percent of the state 
directors prefer electronic communications with DHS, including e-mail messages and Web communications, in 
comparison to other means 
http://fcw.com/Articles/2009/03/11/States-see-better-communication-with-DHS.aspx 
 
DHS Has Backlog of 75,000 Freedom of Information Requests 
Federal Computer Week reports that U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services has reduced its Freedom of 
Information Act backlog, from 89,124 overdue requests in September 2006 to 70,175 in October 2008, citing a new 
report by the Government Accountability Office. However, four other Homeland Security Department agencies saw 
sharp increases in their overdue requests during that period. 
http://fcw.com/articles/2009/03/23/dhs-has-mixed-record-on-foia.aspx 
GAO summary: http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-09-260  
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PANDEMIC FLU 
Fairfax County Pandemic Flu Preparedness 
Be sure to visit the county’s pandemic flu Web page for information on 
upcoming events and other preparedness news. 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/pandemicflu/ 
 
ACIP OKs Fewer Anthrax Shots, Leaves Flu Shot Groups the Same 
Americans who receive anthrax shots—mainly members of the military—are 
likely to get five injections into muscle tissue instead of six subcutaneous injections, as a result of action last month 
by the federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP). The ACIP voted unanimously to make the 
changes in the schedule and route of administration for BioThrax, also known as anthrax vaccine adsorbed, according 
to Tom Skinner, a spokesman for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). BioThrax is the only 
anthrax vaccine currently licensed in the United States. The ACIP endorsed an anthrax vaccination schedule of 
intramuscular injections at 0 and 4 weeks and 6, 12, and 18 months, replacing the old regimen of subcutaneous 
injections at 0, 2, and 4 weeks and 6, 12, and 18 months, according to Skinner. Annual booster shots are also 
recommended after the initial series. The ACIP sets the government's immunization guidelines, making 
recommendations that are routinely approved by the CDC director and health and human services secretary.  
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/bt/anthrax/news/feb2509acip.html 
 
Experts Fight H5N1 Bird Flu Using Smallpox Vaccine 
Scientists in Hong Kong and the United States have developed an experimental H5N1 bird flu vaccine for people by 
piggybacking it on the well-tested and highly successful smallpox vaccine. Initial tests on mice showed the vaccine to 
be highly effective, they told a news conference in Hong Kong in early March. In an article published in the current 
Journal of Immunology, the experts from Hong Kong and the U.S. National Institutes of Health described how they 
inserted five key components of the H5N1 virus into the smallpox vaccine. The vaccine uses a Vietnam strain of the 
H5N1 virus and appeared to be broadly protective. Mice which were inoculated with it successfully fought off an 
Indonesian strain of H5N1, according to the scientists. While H5N1 rarely infects people, experts fear it could mutate 
into a form that people could easily pass to one another, sparking a pandemic that could kill tens of millions and 
topple the global economy. Smallpox was eradicated worldwide in 1979 and the experts are hoping that their novel 
H5N1 vaccine can ride on the various advantages of the smallpox vaccine. The smallpox vaccine is very cheap, has a 
long shelf-life of several years and does not require highly sophisticated laboratories, making it easier for poorer 
countries to produce. However, it will take at least a few more years before the vaccine would be ready for the 
market. It must be tested next in ferrets, then monkeys, before human clinical trials can be carried out. 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20090302/sc_nm/us_birdflu_vaccine 
 
Potential Human Vaccine Against Bird Flu 
A vaccine to protect humans from a bird flu pandemic is within reach after a new discovery by researchers at the 
University of Melbourne, Australia. The discovery, published in the prestigious “Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences,” reveals how boosting T cell immunity could better protect humans from a bird flu pandemic. 
The continued spread of the highly virulent “bird flu” virus has experts worried that we are facing a new potential 
influenza pandemic which could transfer between humans. Furthermore, given the bird flu is new, there is no pre-
existing immunity in the population and current vaccine formulations would be useless. The key to vaccine 
effectiveness was ensuring a match between the vaccine and the current circulating flu strain. However, the spike 
proteins varied over the course of a flu season rendering the current vaccine ineffective. As such, the vaccine needs to 
be updated every year to match the likely strain for that winter. 
http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/140930.php 
 
Interim Cleaning Guidance for a Pandemic Flu 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has issued interim guidance on cleaning transit vehicles 
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and facilities during a pandemic, including: 
Interim Guidance for Cargo Trucking Crews for the Prevention of Pandemic Influenza 

  
 Interim Guidance for Transit Station Cleaning During and Influenza Pandemic 
 Interim Guidance for Passenger Railcar (Transit Vehicle) Cleaning When Pandemic Influenza is Suspected 

in a Passenger or Crew Member 
 Interim Guidance for Cleaning Emergency Medical Service (EMS) Transport Vehicles during an Influenza 

Pandemic 
All of the seven guidance documents can be found online on the pandemicflu.gov Web site at 
http://pandemicflu.gov/plan/workplaceplanning/transit_guidance.html 
 

 
 
Library of Free Pandemic Flu Materials Debuts 
To strengthen the nation’s preparedness for a potential influenza pandemic, the National Public Health Information 
Coalition (NPHIC) has launched a new clearinghouse of pandemic influenza communication materials. The 
Pandemic Influenza Resource Library, located at http://www.nphicpanflu.org, features a wide variety of 
communication materials for local and state pandemic influenza planning efforts. At the Web site, visitors will find 
downloadable materials including fact sheets, posters, print and broadcast PSAs, guidebooks, checklists, newsletters 
and questionnaires in multiple languages. The materials are organized by topic – such as isolation and quarantine, 
social distancing and surge capacity – and audience – such as business, disabled populations and faith-based 
organization. The materials were developed by public health communicators in local, state, federal and territorial 
health agencies. Visitors to the Web site can add to the Pandemic Influenza Resource Library by posting their own 
pandemic influenza materials.  
http://www.nphicpanflu.org/  

TRAININGS / EXERCISES / CONFERENCES 
National Capital Region Homeland Security Events 
http://www.mwcog.org/committee/committee/events_homeland.asp?COMMITTEE_ID=134 
 
Virginia Emergency Management Courses 
http://www.vaemergency.com 
 
FEMA Independent Study Courses 
http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/ 
 
American Red Cross Disaster Services Training 
http://www.redcrossnca.org/Online/disaster_registration.php 
 
Independent Study: Introduction to the Incident Command System for Higher Education 
The EMI Independent Study Program has announced the launch of a new course: IS-100.HE – Introduction to the 
Incident Command System for Higher Education. This course describes the history, features and principles, and 
organizational structure of ICS. It also explains the relationship between ICS and the National Incident Management 
System (NIMS). IS-100.HE uses the same objectives and content as other ICS courses with higher education 
examples and exercises. This course also includes downloadable materials for group training. To download a copy of 
these training materials, visit the EMI Web site at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is100HE.asp and choose 
“Downloads for Classroom” from the Additional Resources box on the right hand side of the screen. Group training 
also is available for the following NIMS courses:  
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 IS-100.a – Introduction to the Incident Command System  
 IS-100.HE – Introduction to the Incident Command System for Higher Education  
 IS-100.SCa – Introduction to the Incident Command System for Schools  
 IS-200.a – ICS for Single Resources and Initial Action Incidents  
 IS-700.a – National Incident Management System, An Introduction  
 IS-800.b – National Response Framework, An Introduction  

If you are providing group training for any of these courses and plan to submit the exams via OpScan (bubble sheet), 
you must call the Independent Study Office at 301-447-1200 during normal business hours of 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, excluding federal holidays. A copy of the final exam for the appropriate course will be 
mailed to you via US Postal Service. Please allow adequate time for delivery of the exam prior to your training class.  
When returning the exams, please include a copy of the exam given as well as the IS Delivery Processing Form.  
 
Virginia Emergency Management Conference 
March 31-April 3; Hampton Convention Center, Hampton, Va. 
The VEMC schedule is available for download at http://www.vemaweb.org where users also can find a conference 
brochure and online registration. The conference is, and features local, state and national presenters. 
 
Impact 2009: “Security 360—Emerging Threats, Practical Solutions” 
April 6-8; McLean, Va. 
The theme of this year’s conference will address terrorism, cybercrime, 
counterintelligence, information security, operations security, security awareness, economic espionage, insider 
threats, and information assurance. 
http://nsi.org/Impact_2009/ 
 
Are We Prepared? Four WMD Crises That Could Transform U.S. Security 
May 6-7; Washington, D.C. 
This symposium, which requires Secret clearance, will examine the nation’s preparedness to prevent or manage four 
crises involving weapons of mass destruction: (1) Collapse of the nuclear nonproliferation regime, in which a number 

of current, unresolved nuclear proliferation challenges threaten to unleash a sudden and destabilizing 
wave of proliferation. (2) Failure of a WMD-armed state, creating unprecedented risks that radical 
actors will obtain WMD and unprecedented challenges for prevention. (3) A biological terror 
campaign, in which terrorists employ deadly biological pathogens to strike at multiple cities. (4) 
A nuclear detonation in a U.S. city, delivered covertly and leaving great uncertainty about who did 

it, whether it will happen again, and how we should respond. 
https://beta.saic.com/ndu_symposium2009/index.htm 

 
Biodetection Technologies 2009 
June 25-26; Baltimore, Md. 

This conference will address such topics as threat detection and identification, nanotechnology, bioinformatics, 
detector sensitivity, and field-deployable devices. 
http://www.knowledgefoundation.com/viewevents.php?event_id=184&act=evt  
 
National Conference on Community Preparedness 
Aug. 9-12; Arlington, Va. 
This year’s theme is “The Power of Citizen Corps.” The conference is open to all who are interested in making their 
communities safer, stronger and better prepared for all types of hazards. 
http://www.iaem.com/NCCP2009.htm 
 
Virginia Hazmat Conference 
The Virginia Hazardous Materials Conference and Expo, “HazMat Synergy: Working Smarter during Tough Times” 
is set for Oct. 19-21. The conference will provide workshop content that can be applied to the annual training hours 
required of hazardous materials response personnel. In addition, conference planners will not raise the price of 
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registration and offer individual scholarships to cover member’s costs to attend and grants for hazmat teams to send 
their members. The Virginia Association of Hazardous Materials Response Specialists and VDEM co-sponsor the 
annual conference. For more information, visit http://www.virginiahazmat.org/index.cfm. 

LINKS 
Fairfax County Blogs and Web Resources 

 Fairfax County CERT - http://fairfaxcountycert.blogspot.com/ 
 Fairfax County Citizen Corps Web Page - http://www.fairfaxcountycitizencorps.org/ 
 Fairfax County Citizen Corps Blog - http://citizencorps.blogspot.com/ 
 Virginia Citizen Corps - http://www.vaemergency.com/citcorps/index.cfm 

 
DHS Science & Technology Directorate Newsletter 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Science & Technology Directorate has a free newsletter, “S&T 
Snapshots,” featuring stories about current research projects and opportunities with laboratories, universities, 
government agencies, and the private sector. The newsletter is produced monthly by the DHS Science and 
Technology Directorate in partnership with the Homeland Security Institute, a Studies and Analysis Federally Funded 
Research and Development Center. 
http://www.homelandsecurity.org/snapshots/ 
 
DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report (OSIR) 
The Department of Homeland Security provides a Web-based “Daily OSIR,” which is posted on the DHS public 
Web site. Accessing the report via the Web enables readers to retrieve the current Daily Report as well as 10 days of 
archived DHS Daily Reports. Once you arrive at the Web page you will find the most recent Daily OSIR at the top of 
the page, under the title “Current Report.” This report is posted each morning, except for weekends and holidays. 
Simply click on the title “DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report.” This will launch the current days report in 
PDF format. You can continue to submit content comments or make suggestions by contacting the DHS Daily Report 
Team by telephone at 202-312-5389 or by e-mail at NICCReports@dhs.gov. You can access the Daily OSIR at:  
http://www.dhs.gov/xinfoshare/programs/editorial_0542.shtm. 
 
Fairfax County Government Emergency Information Web Page 
The county’s emergency information page features easy navigation and a clean look so that residents can easily find 
emergency information. 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/ 
 
Fairfax County Government Emergency Information Line 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/opa/infoline.htm 
 
Emergency Management Magazine 
http://www.govtech.com/em/toc.php 
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ESF 15 Contact Information 
Merni Fitzgerald, Director 

Fairfax County Office of Public Affairs 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 551    Fairfax, Va.  22035-0065 

 
Tel: 703-324-3187      Direct: 703-324-3189 
E-mail: Merni.Fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Web site: www.fairfaxcounty.gov 
Emergency Information: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency 

 
 
 

To Unsubscribe: 
E-mail publicaffairs@fairfaxcounty.gov with “Remove from ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update” 

in the subject line and you will be immediately removed from the distribution list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In accordance with NIMS – the National Incident Management System – the Fairfax County Emergency Operations 
Plan states that Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) is led by the Office of Public Affairs. This ESF 15 
Business/Nonprofit Update is part of the county's outreach efforts for our business and nonprofit partners as a way 
to provide information about the county’s ESF 15, Homeland Security and emergency management. 
 
Please feel free to forward this ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update to other contacts you have inside or outside your 
organization. Should someone you know like to be added to our distribution list, have them send an e-mail to 
jim.person@fairfaxcounty.gov and ask to be subscribed to the ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update. 
 
If you have any suggestions on how to improve this update or other communications between Fairfax County and 
the business/nonprofit community, please contact Merni Fitzgerald, Director of the Fairfax County Office of Public 
Affairs, at 703-324-3187, TTY 711, or by e-mail at merni.fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
 
Thanks for your partnership with Fairfax County. We appreciate the opportunity to work with you. 


