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The ESF 15 Business / Nonprofit Update is designed to provide information about Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) 
along with news articles and informational updates relating to Homeland Security and emergency management to ESF 15 partners. 

Inclusion of any resource, information or Web link is not an endorsement of the product, service or organization. The ESF 15 Business / 
Nonprofit Update is produced by Fairfax County’s Office of Public Affairs – the lead agency for ESF 15. 

 

In a survey, 94 percent of UK SMEs polled admitted that work from home strategies did not go smoothly during the 
UK’s December – January snow events. The survey, conducted by the IT solutions consultancy ramsac, also shows 
that while 60 percent of businesses had at least half their staff absent during the snow in January, only 33 percent 
actually had an effective business continuity plan in place. Robert May, managing director of ramsac said, “The 
estimates of the cost to the UK economy caused by lost working days over the first two weeks of 2010 vary wildly 
(our survey suggested an average of around £13,800 for each business that responded), but it’s very clear that a huge 
proportion of businesses in the UK had large numbers of staff unable to get in to their normal place of work. 
Unfortunately it wasn’t an isolated case. Severe weather in December and also back in February of 2009, 
demonstrated that it’s not just a one off occurrence.” Despite the recent snow-bound reminders, bad weather isn’t the 
only thing that can render whole offices (or vital members of staff) out of action. As May comments, “Pandemic 
illness, child care problems, power failures, floods, fires – the list of possible interruptions to the modus operandi are 
countless – so it is essential to plan for these potential problems.” 
http://www.continuitycentral.com/news05025.html 
 
U.S. Senators Criticise FEMA’s Proposed Disaster Recovery Plan  
FEMA’s proposed national disaster recovery plan still has significant gaps, four leading senators have told 
Department of Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano. Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 
Chairman Joe Lieberman, ID-Conn., and Ranking Member Susan Collins, R-Me., along with Subcommittee on 
Disaster Recovery Chairman Mary Landrieu, D-La., and Ranking Member Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., have submitted 
formal comments to the Secretary on the draft National Disaster Recovery Framework in a letter, availble at: 
http://www.continuitycentral.com/news05019.html 
 
Prepare for Disasters Using Social Media 
Earthquakes, tsunamis, hurricanes — lately, it seems like there’s a new natural disaster wreaking havoc on poor 
planet Earth every week. From our television sets to our Twitter streams, it’s impossible to ignore the devastation 
these disasters leave behind. And, no matter where you’re watching from, it’s hard not to feel just a little bit helpless 
in the face of such colossal catastrophes. But when it comes to natural disasters, modern technology is making it 
easier than ever to take control by creating your own emergency response system — no high pitched beeping 
required. There are tons of tools to help you create emergency preparedness plans, keep in touch during a disaster, 
and get your life back after one strikes. Nothing will keep you safer or saner during a natural disaster than having a 
good plan in advance. Here’s a good article with all sorts of emergency preparedness resources utilizing social media.
http://mashable.com/2010/03/09/prepare-disaster-social-media/ 
 
FEMA Personnel And Rescue Teams Honored By President Obama For Support Of Haiti Response   
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) personnel and members of FEMA-trained Urban Search and 
Rescue (USAR) teams from California, Florida, New York and Virginia joined other personnel and teams involved in 
the United States response to Haiti for a Rose Garden ceremony with President Obama on Wednesday, March 10. 
The President thanked all who participated in the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID)-led effort. Under the direction of the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID), FEMA communications personnel from Incident Management Assistance Teams 
(IMAT), and a Mobile Emergency Response Support (MERS) team, as well as support from 
FEMA external affairs, were activated to support the Haiti response. In addition, USAR teams 
totaling more than 500 personnel deployed to the country. These teams included Virginia 
Task Force 1 from the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department. 
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=50602 
 
Virginia Task Force One Recognized by Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
At its meeting on Tuesday, March 9, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors recognized Virginia Task Force 1 
(VATF-1), which deployed to Haiti on behalf of the federal government to assist with the rescue of victims after the 
recent earthquake. VATF-1 rescued 16 people. 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/vataskforce1/ 
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December Snowstorm SBA Disaster Assistance Available 
The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering low-interest rate disaster loans to certain private nonprofit 
organizations the severe winter weather that occurred on Dec. 18-20. Eligible 
organizations include, among others, food kitchens, homeless shelters, museums, 
libraries, community centers, schools and colleges. Private nonprofit (PNP) 
organizations in Fairfax County and the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, Falls Church, 
Manassas and Manassas Park are eligible. PNP organizations may borrow up to $2 
million to repair or replace damaged or destroyed real estate, machinery and equipment, 
inventory and other business assets. Disaster loan information and application forms are available by calling the 
SBA’s Customer Service Center at 800-659-2955 (800-877-8339 for the hearing-impaired) or by sending an e-mail to 
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. Applications can also be downloaded from 
www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance or PNPs may visit SBA’s secure Web site at https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela/ 
to apply for disaster loans online. The filing deadline to return applications for physical property damage is April 19, 
2010. The deadline to return economic injury applications is Nov. 16, 2010.  A Joint Field Office has been 
established. Because JFO staff will be dealing mostly with reimbursement paperwork for disaster costs and because 
of the widespread nature of the snowstorm (four of the six FEMA Region III states and Washington D.C. received a 
declaration), the JFO will be virtual, with most business conducted online.  
Reprinted from the Virginia Department of Emergency Management e-mail newsletter, EM Update, March 10. 
 
Governor McDonnell Requests Federal Disaster Assistance for State and Local Governments 
Two February storms brought a total of nearly 4 feet of snow to parts of Virginia 
Governor Bob McDonnell has requested federal disaster assistance to reimburse state and local governments for costs 
associated with the severe winter storms that occurred Feb. 5-6 and Feb. 9-10. The Governor has requested assistance 
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to reimburse state agencies and 26 localities for damage 
to public infrastructure, debris removal, related emergency services and snow removal costs. 
http://www.vaemergency.com/newsroom/releases/2010/misc/gov_requests_federal_disaster_feb2010.cfm 
 
60th Anniversary of the FBI’s “Ten Most Wanted Fugitives” Program  
On March 10, FBI Director Robert S. Mueller, III announced the FBI’s commemoration of its famous “Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives” program, created 60 years ago. In 1949, a reporter for the International News Service (the 
predecessor to United Press International) approached the FBI and asked about writing a story about the "toughest 
guys” being sought by the FBI at the time. The Bureau provided the names and descriptions of 10 fugitives to the 
reporter. The resulting feature became a major story and gained national attention. As a consequence of 
overwhelming public interest, on March 14, 1950, then-Director J. Edgar Hoover inaugurated the FBI's Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives program. Since then, the FBI, through the “Top Ten” list, has been asking for help from the public 
to locate America's most dangerous fugitives. The response has been impressive. Since 1950, 494 fugitives have 
appeared on the list; 463 have been apprehended or located, with 152 of those fugitives located as a direct result of 
citizen cooperation.  
http://www.fbi.gov/pressrel/pressrel10/toptenanniversary_031010.htm 
 
Census Scams  
The U.S. Census Bureau (http://www.census.gov) uses a workforce of trained federal employees to conduct a variety 
of household and business surveys by telephone, in-person interviews, through the mail, and in limited cases through 
the Internet. Here are some tips to help you recognize fraudulent activity or unofficial data collections.  
 The Census Bureau does NOT conduct the 2010 Census via the Internet. 
 The Census Bureau does not send e-mails about participating in the 2010 Census.   

o The Census Bureau never asks for your full social security number; ssks for 
money or a donation; sends requests on behalf of a political party; or 
requests PIN codes, passwords or similar access information for credit cards, 
banks or other financial accounts.  

http://l.pr/a4c0q/Census 
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Census Bureau Rolls Out New Interactive Maps Showing 2010 Census Mail Participation Rates 
U.S. Census Bureau Director Robert Groves on March 24 released the initial 2010 Census mail participation rates for 
the nation, showing that 16 percent of households have mailed back their census forms so far. The announcement 
came a week after 120 million households received their 2010 Census forms in the mail. Groves also announced a 
new mapping tool, developed in collaboration with Google, to track and map response rates. The new maps on the 
2010 Census Web site allow anyone to track how well their area is responding to the once-a-decade count on a day-
by-day basis. This same daily data is also available as a layer for Google Earth, both as a downloadable file to open 
in the application, as well as an easy-to-embed local rate tracker (widget) that can be embedded in any web site. More 
details are available at http://google-latlong.blogspot.com. The new tools, part of the Census Bureau’s “Take 10” 
program, are an effort to make data more visually accessible and searchable. 
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/2010_census/014638.html 
 
NOAA Holds First Tsunami Awareness Week 
NOAA and coastal states to test tsunami warning communication system 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the National Tsunami Hazard Mitigation Program 
designated March 21-27 as Tsunami Awareness Week. This designation comes in the wake of last month’s tsunami 
in Chile and less than six months after a tsunami hit American Samoa, both events resulting in loss of life and 
property. As part of tsunami awareness week, NOAA’s National Weather Service hosted open houses at its tsunami 
warning centers in Alaska and Hawaii, and many coastal states hosted community tsunami awareness activities.  
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2010/20100319_tsunami.html 
 
$4.9 Million in Grant Funds Awarded to Virginia Police and Sheriffs’ Departments 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has awarded $4.9 million in State Homeland Security Program grants 
to 45 local police and sheriffs’ departments all across Virginia to acquire equipment crucial to fight crime and deter 
terrorist acts. The State Homeland Security Program provides funds to help build capabilities at the state and local 
levels through planning, training, exercise activities and purchase of needed equipment. Equipment scheduled for 
purchase with these grants includes incident response vehicles, personal protective equipment, automatic license plate 
readers and bomb squad gear. Potential recipients and equipment needs were identified through an analysis 
conducted annually by local law enforcement leaders, the Virginia Sheriffs’ Association, and the Virginia 
Association of Chiefs of Police. Based on the needs analysis, project proposals were developed and submitted 
through the Governor’s Office to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security for review and approval. Once DHS 
approved, the grants were issued by the Department of Criminal Justice Services, the administrative agency in 
Virginia for law enforcement grants under the SHSP program. More information regarding grant opportunities with 
DCJS can be found at http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/grants. 
 
FEMA Finalizes New Flood Maps For Washington, Dc   
On Friday, March 26, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) began a six-month process to develop revised flood maps for Washington, D.C., designed to help local 
officials and residents identify known flood risks, and assist in making insurance and development decisions. 
FEMA continues to update its flood hazard maps nationwide under Congressional guidance and direction in order to 
provide communities with solid information for making decisions on how to mitigate and insure against the risks 
posed by floods. In revising flood maps, FEMA works closely with local communities to ensure that any verifiable 
data and additional input that will strengthen the flood maps is included and incorporated—along with detailed 
ground elevation data, decades of rainfall and storm gauge information, and engineering models. Home and business 
owners who purchase flood insurance prior to the effective date of the new maps may be able to obtain a preferred 
risk policy or be grandfathered into the current flood zone, thereby saving money on flood insurance, and should talk 
with their local insurance agent to discuss their options. Once the revised flood maps are finalized and effective, 
some flood insurance policy holders may see changes in their policies. All policyholders are encouraged to contact 
their insurance agent or company to ensure that they have adequate coverage and that policies account for new flood 
risk information. More information on flood insurance is available at www.floodsmart.gov.  
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MEDIA ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
 
Homeland Security Survey Shows Similar Structures Across States, Evolving Priorities, Funding Concerns 
Results of an annual survey of governors homeland security advisors, released during the National Governors 
Association (NGA) Winter Meeting in February, showed similar homeland security governance structures across 
states, evolving priorities as a result of current events like the H1N1 pandemic and concerns about sustaining security 
capabilities under current funding mechanisms. The 2009 State Homeland Security Advisors Survey, which is in its 
sixth year, provides an overview of states’ homeland security governance structures, strategies and priorities, as well 
as an examination of the evolving relationship between the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and states 
in the areas of communications, intelligence sharing and coordination of efforts. Key findings of the survey include: 
• Pandemic influenza preparedness, which had fallen from the list of priorities in 2008, reemerged as a priority 

for the states as the H1N1 pandemic played out. 
• More than half of states have placed their homeland security operations within a broader cabinet-level 

department. 
• More than half of respondents have positioned their state’s primary fusion center under the command of the 

homeland security director. 
• Communications from DHS to the states continued to improve in 2009.  
• A strong majority of respondents believe DHS should improve the grant allocation process and work with 

Congress to permanently restore allowable management and administration funding to 5 percent.  
• States are struggling to sustain their capabilities with the amount of grant funding that is available to them 

and are hoping for some relief from the administrative burdens that come with that funding.  
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.6c9a8a9ebc6ae07eee28aca9501010a0/ 
 
Virginia State Police launch Facebook Page 
The Virginia State Police agency is hoping people who become fans of its new page on Facebook 
(http://www.facebook.com/VirginiaStatePolice) will help the department solve crimes and find missing people and 
fugitives. The agency launched its page on the social-networking Web site on March 1. Superintendent Col. W. 
Steven Flaherty said that incorporating social media into communications and outreach efforts is a natural 
progression for the agency. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/03/02/AR2010030200995.html 
 
When Is a State of Emergency Over? 
Elected officials declare emergencies with relative ease. But declaring them over is another matter. Some 880 
emergencies remain “open” on government books — 61 of them more than a decade old — as federal government 
workers attempt to reconcile money allocated for the disaster with money actually spent. In some instances, the 
accounting books remain open because it takes years to rebuild roads, bridges and buildings destroyed by fires, floods 
and earthquakes. But in other cases, disasters remain open because of unyielding bureaucratic rules, according to a 
report by Department of Homeland Security Inspector General. Auditors found 45 “open” disasters in which the 
amount of money to be reconciled was less than $10. Blame for needless delays in closing disasters resides with 
virtually every level of government and with organizations that receive emergency agency grants, the report says. 
Regional officials said it was “politically unacceptable” to remove programs established in the wake of disasters. 
Staff shortages at various levels of government contribute to delays, as do new disasters, which get priority attention. 
The report looks at a snapshot in time: September 30, 2008. At that time, there were 880 “open” disasters. Of that 
number, 744 were open because of obligations that had not yet been paid totaling $16 billion. The remaining 136 
disasters were delayed for other reasons, such as appeals or because of other priority work.  
http://www.cnn.com/2010/POLITICS/03/01/fema.disasters/ 
 
Federal Emergency Communications Center Struggling 
A GAO report outlines challenges facing the Emergency Communications Preparedness Center, including a lack of 
authority, and an inability to prove its value to stakeholders. Members of the Emergency Communications 
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PLANNING / PREPAREDNESS 
 
Current Threat Level 
 The United States government’s national threat level is Elevated, or Yellow.  
 The U.S. threat level is High, or Orange, for all domestic and international 

flights. See the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Web site 
(http://www.tsa.gov) for up-to-date information on items permitted and 
prohibited on airlines.  

 Virginia Threat Level:   
 
Under an elevated threat level, businesses should: 

 Continue all precautions from lower Threat Conditions.  
 Announce Threat Condition ELEVATED to employees.  
 Review vulnerability and threat assessments and revise as needed.  
 Identify and monitor governmental information sharing sources for warnings and alerts.  
 Update and test call down list for emergency response teams and key employees.  
 Review and coordinate and update mutual aid agreements with other critical facilities and government 

agencies.  
 Establish and monitor active and passive security measures.  
 Review employee training on security precautions (bomb threat procedures, reporting suspicious 

packages, activities and people).  
 Conduct communications checks to ensure radio contact can be established.  

At this time there is no credible information warning of an imminent, specific threat to the homeland. All Americans 
should continue to be vigilant, take notice of their surroundings, and report suspicious items or activities to local 
authorities immediately. Everyone should establish an emergency preparedness kit and an emergency plan for 
themselves and their family, and stay informed about what to do during an emergency. 
http://www.dhs.gov/xinfoshare/programs/Copy_of_press_release_0046.shtm 
http://vaemergency.com/ 
 
Is the Private Sector Prepared? 
On Thursday, March 4, the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Government Affairs’ ad hoc subcommittee 
on state, local, and private sector preparedness held a hearing on private sector preparedness. According to the 
Homeland Security Watch blog, three distinguished experts on homeland security and disaster preparedness appeared 
before committee chairman, Senator Mark L. Pryor (D-Ark.). Stephen Jordan, executive director of the Business 
Civic Leadership Center of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, lead off the testimony by highlighting the business 
community’s commitment to investments in resilience. Dr. Jack Harrald, chairman of the National Academies 
Disaster Roundtable, who emphasized the opportunity presented by heightened awareness of our vulnerability to 
catastrophic events. And Dr. Stephen Flynn, president of the Center for National Policy, remarked on the importance 
of community resilience to national security. 
http://www.hlswatch.com/2010/03/10/is-the-private-sector-prepared/ 
 
Flooding Safety Rules 
 Monitor the NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards, or your favorite news source for vital weather related 

information.  
 If flooding occurs, get to higher ground. Get out of areas subject to flooding. This includes dips, low spots, 

canyons, washes etc.  
 Avoid areas already flooded, especially if the water is flowing fast. Do not attempt to cross flowing streams. 

Turn Around Don’t Drown!  
 Road beds may be washed out under flood waters. NEVER drive through flooded roadways. Turn Around 
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FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate.  
Photo from FEMA/Bill Koplitz 

telecom failure/power outages, which received 35 and 45 percent respectively. Both data security and telecom 
failure/power outages were ranked as top threats in 2008. 
http://www.securityinfowatch.com/survey-disaster-recovery-a-bigger-priority-data-security 
 
FEMA Administrator Addresses Tech Companies on Preparedness and Disaster Response 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
Administrator Craig Fugate earlier this month (March 19) 
addressed representatives from some of the leading technology 
and communications companies, discussing the growing role 
technology plays in preparedness and disaster response, 
particularly in engaging the public. “The tech sector is one of 
the most important members of the nation’s emergency 
management team,” said Fugate. “Just as technology is 
constantly changing our daily lives, it’s changing the way we 
manage disasters. Today’s event provided an opportunity to talk 
about ways FEMA and the private sector can work together to 
further engage the public and strengthen our nation’s 

preparedness.” As Administrator, Fugate has made a concerted 
effort to engage the private sector as part of the nation’s 
emergency management team. He also has made the use of 
social networking sites and other new media a central component of the agency’s public outreach, and has met 
previously with representatives from Google, Microsoft, TechNet and other industry leaders.  
http://www.fema.gov/ 
 
Drills Tested Regional Response to Metro-related Incidents 
Metro and its regional partners participated in two emergency response exercises involving simulated explosions on 
Metrorail and Metrobus on Sunday, March 28, and Monday, March 29, to test and practice the multi-jurisdictional 
coordination and response needed to mitigate such incidents. The first exercise simulated an explosion on a rail car in 
the tunnel between the Rosslyn and Foggy Bottom Metrorail stations. As part of the drill, emergency personnel 
responding to the incident found a scene representative of hundreds of injured passengers and multiple fatalities. The 
exercise took place after midnight when ridership is lighter and fewer passengers were impacted by the emergency 
response activity. The Rosslyn Metrorail station remained open throughout the drill. The second 
on Monday was held at the RFK Stadium parking lot and simulated an explosion on a Metrobus 
with multiple passengers injured, discovery of a second explosive found on a bus in a garage, 
and phone call stating that additional explosive devices have been placed on other buses. The 
emergency response exercises are funded through a $1.2 million U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security Urban Area Security Initiative grant  obtained by the Metropolitan Washington Council 
of Governments Fire Chiefs and managed by the Arlington County Fire Department. 
http://www.wmata.com/about_metro/news/PressReleaseDetail.cfm?ReleaseID=4371 
 
FEMA Private Sector Widget 
The FEMA Private Sector Division recently launched the new FEMA private sector widget leveraging Web 2.0 tools 
to enhance our ability to protect, prepare, respond, recover and mitigate against all forms of disasters as well as 
enhance community resiliency across the nation. FEMA’s goals with Web 2.0 tools are: 

 Provide timely and accurate information related to disaster preparedness 
response and recovery. 

 Provide the public with another avenue for insight into the agency’s 
operations. 

 Engage in what has already become a critical medium in today’s world of 
communications.    

www.fema.gov/privatesector  
Is Your Business Ready? (The Ready Campaign) - http://www.ready.gov/business/index.html  



Cr
To

 
Fin
Re
esp
htt
 
FD
Th
an
Ch
Va
sub
pro
htt
 
Am
Do
Al
Sta
rep
for
wi
yo
rea
an
20
W
int
htt
 
M
Du
fre
tim
“M
sou
H1
ho
we
H1
htt
 
Fo
Flu
the
htt

The ESF 1
along wit

Inclusion of

 

 

reate Resilient
o get the FEM

ndings Confi
euters reports 
pecially if the
tp://www.nlm

DA Issues Fin
he U.S. Food 
d effective ce

haracterization
accines for In
bstrates for va
oduced in chi
tp://www.hhs

merican Coll
on’t let influen
lthough flu ac
ates and abroa
ported increas
r Disease Con
ill continue fo
ung adults es
asons, the CD
d staff at univ
09, we saw th
ith the 2010 “
ternationally, 
tp://www.flu.

orbid Obesit
uring the 2009
equent among
me, a number 
Morbid Obesit
ught to determ
1N1-related c
spitalization 

eight. Data fro
1N1 infection
tp://www.cdc

ollow Flu.gov
u.gov is using
em on Twitter
tp://twitter.co

5 Business / Non
th news articles a
f any resource, in

Nonprofit Up

t Communitie
MA widgets:  h

irm H1N1 Fl
that new rese

ey have asthm
m.nih.gov/m

nal Guidance
and Drug Ad

ell-based viral
n and Qualifi
fectious Dise
accine produc
icken eggs.  R
.gov/news/pr

lege Health A
nza spoil you

ctivity has dec
ad, causing il
sed influenza 
ntrol and Prev
or weeks, and 
specially hard
DC and the Am
versities and c
he spread of 2
“Spring Break
getting vacci
gov/professio

ty a Risk Fac
9 H1N1 pand

g persons hosp
of studies hav
ty as a Risk F
mine whether
omplications
for 2009 H1N
om this study

n may be high
.gov/h1n1flu/

v on Twitter 
g Twitter. If y
r. 
m/flugov 

nprofit Update is d
and informational 
formation or Web

pdate is produced 

es with Citize
http://www.fe

lu’s Toll on P
earch from Au

ma, obesity or 
medlineplus/n

e to Boost De
ministration t
l vaccines to 
cation of Cel

ease Indication
ction, such as

Report: http://
ress/2010pres/

Association S
r plans for Sp
clined in recen
llness, hospita
activity on th

vention (CDC
parts of the w

d in terms of il
merican Colle
colleges to pr
2009 H1N1 re
k” coming up
inated against
onal/school/sp

ctor for Hosp
demic, early re
pitalized with
ve suggested 

Factor for hosp
r or not obesit
, including de

N1 infection c
y also suggest 
her for morbid
/in_the_news

you use social

designed to provi
updates relating 

b link is not an en
by Fairfax Coun

en Corps - http
ema.gov/help

PAND

Pregnant Wo
ustralia confir
diabetes. 

news/fullsto

evelopment o
today issued f
address emer
l Substrates a
ns,” the docum
s for influenza
/l.pr/a4c1x/ 
/03/20100302

Spring Break
pring Break 
nt weeks, 200
alizations and
heir campuses

C) expect that 
world may ev
llness, as mos
ege Health As
rotect themsel
esult in a lot o

p and large nu
t 2009 H1N1 
pringbreakltr.

pitalization a
eports from th

h 2009 H1N1 
that many 20
pitalization an
ty or morbid o
eath.  This stu
compared to p
that the risk 

dly obese indi
s/obesity_qa.h

l media, you m

ide information ab
to Homeland Sec

ndorsement of the
nty’s Office of Pu

p://www.citiz
/widgets/#4 

DEMIC FL

omen 
rms that the H

ry_95810.ht

of Cell-based
final guidance
rging and pan
and Other Bio
ment will aid
a vaccines. Cu

2a.html 

k Vaccination

09 H1N1 Infl
d even deaths.
s. Flu activity
flu activity —

ven see big ou
st young peop
ssociation (A
lves against 2
of illness follo
umbers of stud

influenza is e
.html 

and Death du
he United Sta
disease or wh

009 H1N1pati
nd Death due
obesity were 
udy found tha
persons with n
of death follo
ividuals. 
htm 

may want to “

bout Emergency 
curity and emerge
e product, service

ublic Affairs – the

zencorps.gov/

LU 

HIN1 flu hits 

tml 

d Viral Vacci
e to help man
demic threats

ological Mater
d manufacture
urrently, all li

n Letter 

uenza viruses
. Recently, se
y is difficult to
— caused by 2
utbreaks. This
ple do not hav
CHA) continu

2009 H1N1 by
owing travel a
dents expecte
especially imp

ue to 2009 H1
ates and abroa
ho died follow
ients tend to b
e to 2009 Pand
in fact indepe

at morbidly ob
normal 
owing 

“follow” 

Support Function
ency managemen
e or organization.
e lead agency for 

/  

pregnant wom

ines 
nufacturers wh
s. Titled “Gui
rials Used in 

ers who wish t
icensed influe

s continue to 
everal college
o predict, but 
2009 H1N1 o
s season the 2
ve immunity t
ue to encoura
y getting vacc
associated wi

ed to travel bo
portant. 

1N1 
ad suggested t
wing 2009 H1
be morbidly o
demic Influen
endent risk fa
besity persons

n 15 (External Af
nt to ESF 15 partn
. The ESF 15 Bus
ESF 15. 

men particula

ho are develo
idance for Ind
the Productio
to use new ce
enza vaccines

spread in the 
s and univers
experts at the

or seasonal flu
009 H1N1 vi
to the virus. F
age all studen
cinated. In the
ith “Spring Br
oth domestica

that obesity w
1N1 infection
obese. The stu
nza A (H1N1
actors for serio
s have a high

ffairs) 
ners. 
siness / 

arly hard-

oping safe 
dustry: 
on of Viral 
ell 
s are 

United 
sities have 
e Centers 
u viruses — 
irus has hit 
For these 
nts, faculty 
e spring of 
reak.” 

ally and 

was more 
n. Since that 
udy 
) Disease,” 
ous 2009 
er risk of 



The ESF 15 Business / Nonprofit Update is designed to provide information about Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) 
along with news articles and informational updates relating to Homeland Security and emergency management to ESF 15 partners. 

Inclusion of any resource, information or Web link is not an endorsement of the product, service or organization. The ESF 15 Business / 
Nonprofit Update is produced by Fairfax County’s Office of Public Affairs – the lead agency for ESF 15. 

 

 
 

 
Vaccinating Children against Flu Helps Protect Wider Community 
Results of a clinical trial conducted in a largely self-contained religious community during the 2008-09 influenza 
season show that immunizing children against seasonal influenza can significantly protect unvaccinated community 
members against influenza as well. The study was conducted to determine if immunized children could act as a 
barrier to limit the spread of influenza to the wider, unvaccinated community, a concept known as herd immunity. 
The researchers found that influenza vaccination was 61 percent effective at indirectly preventing illness—that is, 
protecting via herd immunity—in unvaccinated individuals if they lived in a colony where approximately 80 percent 
of the children had received flu vaccine. The findings, they write, “...offer experimental proof to support selective 
influenza immunization of school aged children…to interrupt influenza transmission.” 
http://www3.niaid.nih.gov/news/newsreleases/2010/Hutterite.htm 
 
Bird Flu Remains a Threat: WHO 
Bird flu outbreaks that have killed seven people in several countries so far this year show the virus remains a threat to 
humans, the World Health Organization (WHO) said Wednesday, March 24 (as reported by Yahoo! News). “The 
newly confirmed human and poultry cases of avian influenza this year are a reminder that the virus poses a real and 
continuous threat to human health, the WHO said in a statement. One danger is that bird flu, also known as H5N1, 
may mutate, warned Takeshia Sakai, the WHO's regional adviser for communicable diseases. So far this year, 
authorities monitored 21 human cases of bird flu from Egypt, Vietnam and Indonesia, including seven deaths, the 
organization said. 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100324/hl_afp/healthfluwhoasia 
 
1918 and 2009 Pandemic Influenza Viruses Lack a Sugar Topping 
Although they emerged more than 90 years apart, the influenza viruses responsible for the pandemics of 1918 and 
2009 share a structural detail that makes both susceptible to neutralization by the same antibodies. Scientists led by 
Gary J. Nabel, M.D., Ph.D., of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National 
Institutes of Health, describe the molecular basis for this shared vulnerability and suggest how it might be exploited 
to design vaccines matched to future pandemic influenza virus strains. The research appears online in the journal 
“Science Translational Medicine.” 
http://www.nih.gov/news/health/mar2010/niaid-24.htm 
Visit www.flu.gov for one-stop access to U.S. government influenza.  
Also, visit NIAID’s flu Web portal at http://www3.niaid.nih.gov/topics/Flu. 
 
Everyday Preventive Actions That Can Help Fight Germs, Like Flu 
New flyer avaialble from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/freeresources/2009-10/pdf/everyday_preventive_actions.pdf  
 

TRAININGS / EXERCISES / CONFERENCES 
 
2010 Emergency Preparedness Conference 
April 8-9; Washington, D.C. 
The theme is “Emergency Preparedness Compliance 2010.” This conference brings together the best practices and 
case studies for “planning, maintaining, responding, executing and evaluating the six critical elements of emergency 
preparedness,” and it fulfills 13 continuing education contact hours. 
http://www.jcrinc.com/common/PDFs/education/E-prep-brochure.pdf 
 
25th Annual NSI IMPACT 2010! Conference, Expo and Awareness Fair 
April 26-28; Westfields Marriott, Chantilly, Va. 
IMPACT 2010 is programmed by security professionals who are confronting the same issues, worrying the same 
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worries and wrestling with the same problems. Register at http://nsi.org/impact-registration.html; 508-533-9099. 
 
Defense Industrial Base Critical Infrastructure Protection Conference 
April 26-28; Philadelphia, Pa. 
This year’s theme is “Risk Reduction & Mitigation in the Defense Industrial Base.” The panel topics include 
“Critical Infrastructure Protection/Resilience Leadership,” “Threats to the Defense Industrial Base,” “Cyber Security 
Critical Infrastructure Protection and Public-Private Partnerships,” “Critical Infrastructure Protection Mission 
Assurance Assessments,” “Effective Partnerships for Homeland Defense and Security Program Implementation” and 
“Commercial Interdependencies Risk Management.”  
http://www.ndia.org/meetings/0030/Pages/default.aspx 
 
Sport Event Risk Management Workshop 
April 27-28; FedEx Field, Washington, D.C.,  
DHS has identified professional and collegiate stadiums and arenas as potential targets for terrorist activity. The 
Sport Event Risk Management Workshop has been specially designed for NCAA institutions to help them develop 
university security action teams, which are composed of specialists from five distinct areas: campus police, athletic 
department, emergency management, fire/hazardous materials and emergency medical/health services. The workshop 
will be delivered to these key personnel via regional workshops. Emergency managers that have an NCAA institution 
in their areas are encouraged to participate; contact National Center for Spectator Sports Security Project Manager 
Nick Nabors at 601-266-4694. More information is at www.ncs4.com/workshop.  
 
Emergency Management Procurement Forum 
VDEM’s Procurement Office will host the 2010 Emergency Management Procurement Forum, May 2-4, 2010, to 
raise awareness about being better prepared to procure goods and services during emergencies. The conference will 
begin with an overview and tour of the Virginia Emergency Operations Center and continue with presentations and 
demonstrations that address Virginia Department of Minority Business Enterprises Small, Woman- and Minority-
owned certification, legal issues, Small Purchase Charge Cards, prequalified contracts, ethics and more.  
Transformational Medical Technologies Initiative Partnership Symposium 
May 3-4; Lansdowne, Va. 
The initiative was pioneered by the Defense Department in 2006 to better prepare and protect warfighters and the 
nation from emerging, genetically engineered, and unknown biothreat agents. Professionals from government, 
academia, and the biotechnology and pharmaceutical industries are invited for a unique opportunity to learn about the 
initiative, network with the initiative’s performers, and discuss collaborative opportunities with the program, the state 
of medical countermeasure preparedness, and plans for enhancing national capabilities to respond to emerging and 
novel biological threats. 
https://tmti.jscbis.apgea.army.mil/conferences/ 
 
BioDefense 2010 
May 3-4; Washington, D.C. 
This conference will evaluate the state of America’s biodefense readiness. Speakers will discuss strategy and policy, 
collaboration, detection and situational awareness, and consequence management. 
http://biodefenseconference.com/index.html 
 
Center for the Study of Weapons of Mass Destruction Symposium 
May 5-6; Washington, D.C. 
This year’s symposium will explore the administration’s emerging strategic approach to challenges involving 
weapons of mass destruction: explicating its key elements, considering the implications for practitioners, and 
assessing how it all adds up to a comprehensive blueprint for success. It will focus on recent and forthcoming 
reviews, including the Nuclear Posture Review, the Ballistic Missile Defense Review, and WMD aspects of the 
Quadrennial Defense Review as well as the National Strategy for Countering Biological Threats and ongoing 
chemical threat policy deliberations. 
https://beta.saic.com/ndu_symposium2010/index.htm
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Clean Atlantic 
May 17-19; Baltimore, Md.  
More than 50 speakers, along with over 15 conference sessions, panel discussions, 
and workshops, will address port and maritime security, inland waterway spills, 
liquefied natural gas, hazmats, and environmental concerns. The expo features 65+ exhibitors. 
http://www.cleanatlantic.org/  
 

International Hazardous Materials 2010 
May 19-23; Baltimore, Md. 
The conference features top hazmat thinkers, strategists, and leaders as they share 
ideas and insights. The expo offers the chance to talk one on one with leading 
company representatives about the latest hazmat equipment and technology. 

http:/s36.a2zinc.net/clients/IAFC/hazmat10/Public/MainHall.aspx?ID=343& 
 
Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear Consequence Management Conference 
June 8-10; Chantilly, Va. 
The conference will provide a professional forum for decision makers and planners; develop a deeper understanding 
of capabilities, limitations, and challenges; and discuss how Defense Department supporting organizations can best 
provide integrated efforts to domestic and foreign lead federal agencies. 
http://www.cmconferences.org/ 
 
World Conf. on Disaster Mangement 
June 6-9; Toronto, Canada 
Emergency management and business continuity working together – the largest annual conference in the world that 
brings together professionals from these and other disciplines. 
http://www.wcdm.org/emails/DRG/CS1.html 
 
Virginia Emergency Management Symposium: Haiti Response 
Representatives of two Urban Search and Rescue teams will share their experiences during rescue operations in Haiti 
after a major earthquake devastated the country on Jan. 12. USAR Virginia Task Force 1, a 72-member team from 
Fairfax, deployed the day of the earthquake, and pulled a security guard out of the collapsed United Nations building 
within hours of their arrival. The next day, USAR Task Force 2 from Virginia Beach was deployed. District Chief for 
the Virginia Beach Fire Department Mark Piland and Battalion Chief for Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Keith 
Morrison will describe their roles during the deployment. Registration for the 2010 Virginia Emergency Management 
Symposium, “Heads Up: Changes in Emergency Management,” is available at 
http://www.vemaweb.org/content/conference/. The symposium offers opportunities to learn from a variety of experts 
and emerging leaders in public safety and emergency management. Topics include lessons learned from the 
November Nor’easter, the Washington, D.C. Metro crash and the Rockbridge County plane crash. 
 
National Capital Region Homeland Security Events 
http://www.mwcog.org/committee/committee/events_homeland.asp?COMMITTEE_ID=134 
 
Virginia Emergency Management Courses 
http://www.vaemergency.com 
 
FEMA Independent Study Courses 
http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/ 
 
American Red Cross Disaster Services Training 
http://www.redcrossnca.org/Online/disaster_registration.php 
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To Unsubscribe: 
E-mail publicaffairs@fairfaxcounty.gov with “Remove from ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update” 

in the subject line and you will be immediately removed from the distribution list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In accordance with NIMS – the National Incident Management System – the Fairfax County Emergency Operations 
Plan states that Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) is led by the Office of Public Affairs. This ESF 15 
Business/Nonprofit Update is part of the county's outreach efforts for our business and nonprofit partners as a way 
to provide information about the county’s ESF 15, Homeland Security and emergency management. 
 
If you have any suggestions on how to improve this update or other communications between Fairfax County and 
the business/nonprofit community, please contact Merni Fitzgerald, Director of the Fairfax County Office of Public 
Affairs, at 703-324-3187, TTY 711, or by e-mail at merni.fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov. 


