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ITEMS OF INTEREST FOR ESF 15 
 
FEMA Preparedness App 
Prepare for severe weather hazards with free mobile apps on your smartphone. The FEMA App 
contains disaster safety tips, interactive lists for storing your emergency kit and emergency 
meeting location information, and a map with open shelters and open FEMA Disaster Recovery 
Centers. The app is free to download through your smartphone provider’s app store.  
http://www.fema.gov/smartphone-app 
 
FEMA Approves Virginia Standard State Mitigation Plan 
The Commonwealth is ensured three years of continued eligibility for non-emergency Stafford 
Act funding from FEMA’s approval of the Virginia Standard State Mitigation Plan. Officially adopted March 14, the 
plan will include eligibility for FEMA’s hazard mitigation assistance programs through March 14, 2016. Eligible 
hazard mitigation assistance programs include the Pre-Disaster Program, the Flood Mitigation Assistance Program, 
the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (at the 15 percent level), the Fire Management Assistance Grant Program, and 
Public Assistance grants (categories C through G). 
 
NWS Hydrometeorological Prediction Center becomes the Weather Prediction Center 
The Hydrometeorological Prediction Center – one of the nine national centers of the National Weather Service – is 
now known as the Weather Prediction Center. The change, which occurred on March 5, is meant to better reflect the 
diverse mission of the organization and provide a clearer and easier-to-understand name for the center, which is 
described in its strategic plan as “America’s go-to center for high-impact precipitation events and forecast guidance 
out to 14 days for a Weather-Ready Nation.”  
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/news/130228_wpc.html 
 
Fairfax County Tops in Virginia in National 2013 County Health Rankings 
The fourth annual County Health Rankings & Roadmaps, released this month by the University of Wisconsin 
Population Health Institute and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, indicates that Fairfax County has the 
healthiest residents in Virginia while the city of Petersburg ranks as the least healthy locality in the state. According 
to the 2013 rankings, the five healthiest localities in Virginia, starting with most healthy, are Fairfax County, 
followed by Loudoun, Arlington, Albemarle and York counties. The five localities in the poorest health, starting with 
least healthy, are the city of Petersburg, followed by Tazewell, Buchanan, Dickenson and Henry counties. The 
County Health Rankings ranks the overall health of nearly every locality in all 50 states, using a standard method to 
measure how healthy people are and how long they live. Localities’ health were ranked on two sets of measures: 
health outcomes (length and quality of life); and weighted health factors [health behaviors (30 percent), access to and 
quality of clinical care (20 percent), social and economic factors (40 percent) and the physical environment (10 
percent).] New this year, the 2013 Rankings includes data on access to dental care and drinking water safety in its 
evaluation of clinical care and physical environment. To learn more about the rankings, visit 
www.countyhealthrankings.org.  
 
One Million Join Statewide Tornado Drill 
One million Virginians participated in the Statewide Tornado Drill on March 12, led by the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management (VDEM). At 9:45 a.m. across the state, participants took shelter in a low-level space away 
from windows, and tuned in to a NOAA Weather Radio, with flashlights and bottled water on hand. Many 
participants, from middle school students to college faculty, tweeted their participation with photos and the hashtag 
“#VAtornadodrill.” Out of the registered participants, 35 percent were joining the drill for the first time. Private 
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homes represented the biggest participation increase since last year (jumping 3.7 percent). 10.4 percent of this 
year’s participants registered in Fairfax County, nearly doubling from 5.4 percent of registrants in 2012. More 
than one third of participants were public schools (37.6 percent), with state government (17.1 percent), private homes 
(13.3 percent), and businesses (8.6 percent) representing the highest percentages of participation, respectively. 
The annual drill is practiced to raise awareness on tornado safety and to encourage Virginians to have a plan for 
taking shelter in their homes, schools, businesses and organizations in the event of a tornado. Since there is no 
“tornado season,” tornado safety is a concern throughout the year. VDEM encourages all Virginians to make a plan 
for taking shelter, to invest in a NOAA Weather radio to stay informed during the event of a tornado or other natural 
disaster, and to visit http://www.ReadyVirginia.gov for more preparedness tips and information. 
 

 
 
Governor Hosts First Annual Governor’s Cyber Challenge at George Mason University 
Governor Bob McDonnell hosted the first annual Governor’s Cyber Challenge in early March. This challenge invited 
all high school students in the commonwealth to participate in a series of online cyber quizzes, with the top 40 
students being asked to participate in a live championship competition at George Mason University in order to 
compete for $10,000 in scholarships. The program featured 110 schools, from throughout the Commonwealth, who 
registered 733 students for the challenge.  
http://www.governor.virginia.gov/News/viewRelease.cfm?id=1703 
 
FEMA Seeks Applicants for Youth Preparedness Council 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is seeking 
nominations for participants in the Agency’s Youth Preparedness Council (YPC). The Youth Preparedness Council 
provides an opportunity for young leaders to serve as a member of a distinguished national council; to complete a 
youth preparedness project of their choosing; to learn about youth disaster preparedness from the leadership at FEMA 
and other national organizations dedicated to youth preparedness; to voice their opinions, experiences, and share 
innovative ideas and solutions; and to participate in the Youth Preparedness Council Summit where the council meets 
with emergency management leadership to discuss steps to strengthen the nation’s resiliency against all types of 
disasters.  
 
Participants are expected to represent the youth perspective on emergency preparedness and relay information within 
their communities. Each council member is expected to develop and complete one preparedness-related project 
specific to his/her region and interests. In addition to attending the Summit in the summer of 2013, council members 
will potentially participate in national, regional, state, tribal and local preparedness meetings and present their work. 
It is expected that members will meet with FEMA on a regular basis via conference call to provide ongoing input on 
strategies, initiatives and projects throughout the duration of their term. Anyone between the ages of 12 and 17, who 
is engaged in individual and community preparedness, is encouraged to apply or be nominated to serve on the Youth 
Preparedness Council.  
 
An individual may apply on his/her own behalf, or can be nominated by an adult familiar with his/her youth 
preparedness activities. Individuals interested in applying must submit a completed application form, a narrative, and 
a letter of recommendation. The letter of recommendation can be from any adult, including a parent, guardian, 
community first responder, or teacher. Applications that do not include a letter of recommendation will not be 
reviewed. Individuals interested in nominating a young leader to the council should complete the application form 
and narrative, but a letter of recommendation is not mandatory. Specific information about completing and 
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submitting the application and attachments can be found on the application. All applications and supporting materials 
must be received no later than 11:59 E.D.T. on April 19, 2013, to be eligible. Council members will be selected based 
on vacancies and announced in May 2013. Once selected, members serve on the Council for one year, with the option 
to extend for an additional year, based on a formal request by FEMA. For more information about the Youth 
Preparedness Council and FEMA’s work on youth preparedness, and to access the application materials, please visit 
www.ready.gov/youth-preparedness.  
 

 
www.CapitalRegionUpdates.gov  

 
Organize a Readiness Exercise in Your Community 
The HandsOn Network and Points of Light have developed an easy way to engage community and volunteer leaders 
in disaster preparedness through a nationwide virtual exercise series. The Resilient Response Exercise series provides 
an opportunity for neighborhood and community leaders to bring residents together and work through preparedness 
actions and response activities associated with various natural disasters. This exercise series offers the following 
opportunities to engage in 2013: 

 Hurricane Exercise: Thursday, May 23. 
 Volunteer Management in Times of Disaster Exercise: Thursday, Aug. 22. 
 Pandemic Exercise: Thursday, Sept. 12. 

Organize your friends, family, neighbors and co-workers to lead a simulated virtual exercise to help increase your 
communities’ preparedness for the next natural disaster. Exercises are free and open to the public, so be sure to 
register today at http://www.drc-group.com/project/rrce.html. 
 
Flood Insurance 101 
Did you know standard homeowners insurance does not cover flooding? This is why it’s critically important to have 
protection from the floods associated with hurricanes, snow melt, heavy rains and other conditions which frequently 
impact the United States. Learn the facts about flood insurance and what you can do to make sure you, your family 
and home are protected. Some basic tips to know include: 

 There is a 30-day waiting period before flood insurance goes into effect, so don’t delay. 
 Flood insurance is available in most communities through insurance agents. 
 Flood insurance is available for buildings in or out of an identified flood-prone area. 

For more information on flood insurance, visit www.FloodSmart.gov.  
 
There’s More to the NFIP Than Just Policy 
Flooding is the most common natural disaster in the United States. Recently there have been more frequent severe 
weather events, like Hurricane Sandy that ravaged the East Coast. The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) manages the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) which provides flood insurance policies that give 
millions of Americans a defense against flooding. But flood insurance policies are only one component of the 
program and just part of the protection that the NFIP provides to individuals and the American public. Anyone living 
in an NFIP participating community can purchase an NFIP flood insurance policy. It is up to the community to 
decide to enter the NFIP program for the benefit of its citizens. When joining the program, the community agrees to 
assess flood risks and to establish floodplain management ordinances.  As a result, residents can buy federally-backed 
flood insurance policies. You can find out if your community participates in the NFIP by reviewing the Community 
Status Book, available at fema.gov/cis/nation. The NFIP brings all levels of government together with insurers and 
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private citizens to protect against the threat of flooding. Federally sponsored flood maps and locally developed 
floodplain regulations give property owners the picture of their risk and ensure building practices are in place to 
minimize that risk. As a property owner, purchasing a flood insurance policy is a measure you can take to further 
protect yourself. To find out more about your individual risk contact your local floodplain administrator. For more 
information on flood insurance policies or to find an agent, visit www.floodsmart.gov or call 1-800-427-2419. 
 
Sandy Hook Shooting Interim Report 
Follow the link below for the interim report on the Sandy Hook shooting. Scott Jackson, mayor, Town of Hamden, is 
the chairman of the Sandy Hook Advisory Commission. The Sandy Hook Elementary School was the site of the Dec. 
14, 2012, school shootings. Connecticut Governor Dannel P. Malloy established the commission in early January; the 
commission’s interim report is dated March 18. 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/131067141/Sandy-Hook-Interim-Safety-Report 
 
Save the Dates – June 29-30   
Fairfax County CERT will be hosting the National Capital Region CERT-CON 2013 at the Northern Virginia 
Community College, Annandale Campus. The conference will feature lectures and discussions on Saturday and a 
functional field exercise on Sunday. The lineup of speakers for the weekend will consist of practicing professionals in 
the fields of emergency management, public health preparedness, search and rescue, fire suppression and more. The 
speakers hail from a variety of organizations and agencies, including FEMA, Fairfax Fire and Rescue Department, 
Virginia Task Force 1, etc. The conference will include a keynote address given by a subject matter expert in the field 
of emergency management. All CERT members from across the Washington metropolitan area will be invited to 
participate, with the goals of sharing best practices and to review and enhance their skills. This program is hosted by 
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue in conjunction with the Northern Virginia Community College Office of Emergency 
Management and Planning, Georgetown CERT, and Montgomery County CERT. More information about the event 
will follow during the next few weeks. 
 
DoD releases strategy for Homeland Defense and Defense Support for Civil Authorities 
The Department of Defense announced this month the release of the Strategy for Homeland Defense and Defense 
Support of Civil Authorities.  This policy establishes DoD’s priorities in the areas of homeland defense and defense 
support of civil authorities through 2020, consistent with the president’s National Security Strategy and the 2012 
Defense Strategic Guidance. It links with other DoD and national strategic documents related to missile defense, 
space, cyberspace, counterterrorism and the Western Hemisphere. 
http://www.defense.gov/releases/release.aspx?releaseid=15878 
 
Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) this month amended its rules to change the name of the 
Commercial Mobile Alert System (CMAS) to Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA). This is intended to conform the 
name used for the wireless alert system regulated under Commission rules to the name used by the major commercial 
mobile service providers that participate in that system. The name change was effective March 19. 
Federal Register Announcement: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-03-19/html/2013-06296.htm 
 

PLANNING / PREPAREDNESS 
 
Life Saving Text Messages 
Stay ahead of the severe weather curve with emergency text message alerts sent directly to your mobile phone. These 
alerts won’t get backlogged and can be life-saving because they inform the public to take preventive measures 
immediately. To get emergency alerts, first check to see if your mobile phone is equipped to receive Wireless 
Emergency Alerts. Be sure to also subscribe for alerts in your area through www.weather.gov/subscribe as well as 
weather alerts via CEAN, Fairfax County’s Community Emergency Alert Network. For text message updates from 
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FEMA (standard message and data rates apply), just text PREPARE to 43362 to sign up and STOP to 43362 to 
unsubscribe. 
 
Why Aren’t Disaster Preparedness Messages Sticky? 
Why can’t Emergency Managers succeed in getting the message across to the public that they should be prepared for 
a disaster?  We all try very hard and yet survey after survey shows that people just aren’t internalizing the message. I 
have an idea. Perhaps the messages don’t work because NOT understanding the curse of knowledge stops us from 
using the stickiness factor. 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/emergency-blogs/campus/sticky-disaster-preparedness-messages-032413.html 

 
March 18-22 – National Flood Safety Awareness Week  
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) partnered 
to improve awareness for National Flood Safety Awareness Week, 
March 18-22. The goal was to improve understanding about flood risk 
among individuals, families, businesses and communities. Knowledge 
and the right precautions can protect families, homes and finances. 
Check out more information as well as a video in this link, which are 
valuable any time of the year. 
http://fairfaxcountyemergency.wordpress.com/2013/03/18/march-18-

22-is-national-flood-safety-awareness-week/ 
 
Get Tech Ready Before Power Outages                                                                                                                                                                                     
Power outages often accompany severe weather. Make sure you can stay connected with loved ones by using these 
technology tips: 

 Keep extra batteries for your phone in a safe place or purchase a solar-powered or hand crank charger. These 
chargers are good emergency tools to keep your laptop and other small electronics working in the event of a 
power outage.  

 If you own a car, purchase a car phone charger because you can charge your phone if you lose power at your 
home. 

 Program emergency contacts into your cellphone so emergency personnel can contact those people for you if 
you are unable to use your phone.  

 Conserve your cellphone battery by reducing the brightness of your screen, placing your phone in airplane 
mode, closing apps you are not using and keeping phone calls brief.  

 If you do not have a cellphone, keep a prepaid phone card to use if needed during or after a disaster. 
For more information on how to get ready before severe weather, visit http://www.ready.gov/get-tech-ready.  
 
Announcing the Launch of CDC’s Pinterest Account 
CDC joins millions of pinners around the country with an official presence on Pinterest, 
a virtual pinboard sharing site. On Pinterest, CDC.gov will share inspiring images and 
important health information through boards covering topics such as women’s health, 
healthy living, emergency preparedness, tobacco prevention, public health history and 
more. We are excited to have an additional social media channel to interact with you on 
the latest in health news and information. 
http://pinterest.com/CDcgov/ 
 
New Youth Disaster Preparedness and Recover Resources  
Disasters are often unpredictable and can happen at any time and to anyone – including 
children. Ensuring youth and their families know what to do in an emergency and that 
the unique needs and assets of youth are included in disaster preparedness, prevention, 
response and recovery efforts is critical. Encourage youths and families in your 
community to prepare for disasters with new resources available on findyouthinfo.gov. 
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The website includes a wide range of tools, guides, articles and more for schools, families and community 
organizations. Visit http://findyouthinfo.gov/youth-topics/youth-disaster-preparedness-and-response for more 
information. 
 
Free Mobile App Helps You Prepare for Emergencies 
Virginians now can be “mobile ready” for disasters with a new app from Ready Virginia. The app gives those who 
use smart phones and tablets a convenient way to prepare for disasters and to stay informed during emergencies with 
the latest information. The Ready Virginia app for iPhone and Android mobile devices provides emergency planning 
and preparedness guidance along with these important features: 

 Location- specific weather watches and warnings as well as flood 
information issued by the National Weather Service. 

 Disaster news from the Virginia Department of Emergency 
Management. 

 A customizable family emergency plan that can be easily shared. 
 Maps of open American Red Cross shelters, hurricane evacuation 

routes, hurricane storm surge zones and stream gauges. 
 A checklist for gathering emergency supplies. 
 Contact information for local emergency managers. 
 Links to register for local emergency alerts. 

The Ready Virginia app is available for download on the App Store and on 
Google Play. The app was developed by the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management in response to the rapid increase in use of mobile phones and tablets by residents seeking 
information during last year’s severe derecho wind storm and Hurricane Sandy.  In addition to the app, VDEM 
launched a mobile version of its website at m.vaemergency.gov. The mobile site contains all the information 
available on VDEM’s regular website with an easier navigation for smart phones and tablets. 
http://www.vaemergency.gov/news/news-releases/2013/mobile-app-ready 
 
National Terrorism Advisory System 
The Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) National Terrorism Advisory System (NTAS) is a robust terrorism 
advisory system that provides timely information to the public 
about credible terrorist threats and replaces the former color-
coded alert system. Under NTAS, DHS will coordinate with 
other federal entities to issue detailed alerts to the public when 
the federal government receives information about a credible 
terrorist threat. NTAS alerts provide a concise summary of the 
potential threat including geographic region, mode of 
transportation, or critical infrastructure potentially affected by 
the threat, actions being taken to ensure public safety, as well as 
recommended steps that individuals, communities, business and 
governments can take to help prevent, mitigate or respond to a 
threat. NTAS Alerts will include a clear statement on the nature 
of the threat, which will be defined in one of two ways: 

 “Elevated Threat”: Warns of a credible terrorist threat 
against the United States. 

 “Imminent Threat”: Warns of a credible, specific, and 
impending terrorist threat against the United States. 

Depending on the nature of the threat, alerts may be sent to law 
enforcement, distributed to affected areas of the private sector, or 
issued more broadly to the public through both official and social 
media channels – including a designated DHS webpage 
(www.dhs.gov/alerts), Facebook and via Twitter @NTASAlerts. 
NTAS alerts and posters will also be displayed in places such as 
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transit hubs, airports and government buildings. NTAS threat alerts will be issued for a specific time period and will 
automatically expire. Alerts may be extended if new information becomes available or as a specific threat evolves. 
For more information on the National Terrorism Advisory System or to receive NTAS alerts, visit 
www.dhs.gov/alerts. 
 
Community Emergency Alert Network (CEAN) 
Get emergency alerts by email, as well as by text or pager. Sign 
up at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cean. Businesses can also register 
up to five people in their organizations – such as security officers 
– who can receive alerts and then share that information with 
their workforce. 
 
 

MEDIA ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
 
New Tornado App Brings American Red Cross Safety Information to Mobile Devices  
As National Severe Weather Awareness Week begins, the American Red Cross is releasing its official Tornado App, 
putting lifesaving information right in the hands of people who live in, visit 
or have loved ones in tornado-prone areas. This free app – available in 
English or Spanish – gives iPhone, iPad and Android smartphone and tablet 
users instant access to local and real-time information, so they know what to 
do before, during and after a tornado. The app includes a high-pitched siren 
and "tornado warning!" alert that signals when a NOAA tornado warning has been issued in their area – even if users 
have the app closed. An "all clear!" alert lets users know when a tornado warning has expired or has been cancelled. 
http://news.yahoo.com/tornado-app-brings-american-red-cross-safety-information-050100245.html 
 
CMAS is No More 
Goodbye CMAS! Hello WEA! The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has officially changed the name of 
the new national cell broadcast system from the Commercial Mobile Alert System (CMAS) to Wireless Emergency 
Alerts (WEA). The reason is pretty simple:  it was confusing for wireless carriers to use WEA and the government to 
officially use CMAS.  The FCC’s order said the name change will, “...more accurately reflect common parlance and 
thus reduce confusion.” 
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/emergency-blogs/alerts  
http://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-renames-cmas-wireless-emergency-alerts-wea 
 
Department of Homeland Security Launches Fake Counterfeiting Website 
DesignsFauxReal.com was launched by the Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement and the nonprofit International Anti-Counterfeiting Coalition. Designed by ad agency KraftWorks, the 
site looks just like a high-quality e-commerce site that sells knock-off brand-name items, until you see the product 
descriptions. 
http://www.upi.com/blog/2013/03/08/Department-of-Homeland-Security-launches-fake-counterfeiting-
website/1201362759980/ 
 
More than 1 Million Take Part in Statewide Tornado Drill 
The State Department of Emergency Management says more than 1 million Virginians participated in a statewide 
tornado drill. The drill was held at 9:45 a.m. on Tuesday. It was a joint effort between the state emergency officials 
and the National Weather Service. At that time, NOAA Weather Radio broadcasted a test warning from the National 
Weather Service. The test warning also aired on television and radio stations. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-emergency-management-officials-holding-statewide-tornado-drill-on-
tuesday/2013/03/12/2686a4a0-8ae0-11e2-a88e-461ffa2e34e4_story.html 
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CSUN’s Phone App for Deaf Wins International Software Competition 
A team of Cal State Northridge computer hotshots licked top universities throughout the region at a software 
competition last weekend by designing a winning phone app alert system for the deaf. The CSUN computer science 
students clinched the “SS12: Code for a Cause” contest in San Diego, thumping teams from USC and UCLA. With 
only two weeks to design their software, the team of five students concocted an Android application that can interpret 
audio disturbances such as sirens, smoke alarms, car horns or even crying children, then translate them into flashing 
lights, vibrations and texts to those who could not otherwise hear them. The free app is now available at Google Play. 
The SS12: Code for Cause competition drew top student software designers to CSUN's 28th Annual International 
Technology and Persons with Disabilities Conference in San Diego. Sponsored by Project Possibility, a nonprofit 
group dedicated to creating open-source software for the disabled, contestants could chose between nine different 
projects, including fashioning an app to turn smart phones into emergency alert systems for the hearing impaired. 
http://www.dailynews.com/news/ci_22775184/deaf-alert 
 
Financial and Energy Sectors Call for Cyber Information Sharing Legislation 
Lawmakers, administration officials and industry groups all agree that cyber information-sharing legislation needs to 
be passed. But movement on legislation has been stalled by disagreements over the details in past bills. Concerns 
have been raised over which agency should lead the country’s cyber information sharing efforts, and how much 
liability protection should be provided to companies that share cyber threat data with the government. 
http://thehill.com/blogs/hillicon-valley/technology/287963-financial-energy-sector-representatives-call-for-cyber-
information-sharing-legislation- 
 
National Weather Service Head Seeks to Improve U.S. Forecasting 
The weather service, part of the Commerce Department, provides national and local forecasts, including information 
on hurricanes and other storms. Computing power gives Europeans a commanding advantage when it comes to 
weather forecasting and storm tracking, but the new head of the National Weather Service hopes to see the United 
States regain its leadership in that crucial field. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/03/14/us-usa-weather-uccellini-idUSBRE92D07620130314 
 
Industrial and Critical Infrastructure – Essential Protection Strategies 
The critical infrastructure, industrial and outdoor detection markets are nearly synonymous with each other. 
Certainly, critical infrastructure has its written definition from the Department of Homeland Security (DHS): 
“Critical infrastructure are the assets, systems, and networks, whether physical or virtual, so vital to the United States 
that their incapacitation or destruction would have a debilitating effect on security, national economic security, public 
health or safety, or any combination thereof.” 
http://www.securityinfowatch.com/article/10884589/industrial-and-critical-infrastructure-essential-protection-
strategies 
 
Internet Providers Persuade FCC Panel Against Cybersecurity Recommendations 
Big Internet providers seem to have talked their way out of unwelcome new recommendations on cybersecurity. An 
original draft of a report by an advisory panel to the Federal Communications Commission, viewed by “The Wall 
Street Journal,” endorsed a list of concrete suggestions for major telecommunications and cable companies to tackle 
the cybersecurity problem. Those measures – which included steps such as controlling which employees have 
administrative privileges on company networks – weren’t backed in the final report, which was released Monday 
March 18. The development may be indicative of the tensions to come as the government looks at tougher oversight 
of the private sector's cybersecurity defenses. Attacks by foreign hackers led President Barack Obama to issue an 
executive order in February directing officials to set a cybersecurity framework for key industries. While the FCC 
isn't directly responsible for that effort, the series of drafts of the report by the commission panel offered a preview of 
how the debate over that framework could unfold. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323639604578368722811930666.html 
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UVA Researchers Awarded $40K Grant to Fight Online Hacking 
A group of researchers at the University of Virginia is the recipient of a large grant that the three will use to help 
protect every website in the world. The team just received a $40,000 grant from the Virginia Innovation Partnership. 
Now three University of Virginia scientists have the money they need to develop their code further. 
http://www.newsplex.com/home/headlines/UVa-Researchers-Awarded-40K-Grant-to-Fight-Online-Hacking-
199050671.html 
 
Weather Service Chief: We Face ‘New Normal’ of Extremes  
Global warming is making it more likely that the storms are more intense and produce heavier precipitation. The 
extreme weather, surprisingly, may even include winter storms, such as the ones that have hammered the Northeast 
Coast this winter. 
http://www.usatoday.com/story/weather/2013/03/20/weather-extremes-global-warming-climate-change-louis-
uccellini/2003513/ 
 
U.S. Infrastructure Grade Raised from D to a D+, but Problems Loom 
The American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), in its just-released 2013 Report Card for America’s Infrastructure, 
gave the U.S. infrastructure an overall grade of D+, showing slight progress from the D in the last Report Card issued 
in 2009. The Report Card concludes that to raise the grades and get U.S. infrastructure to an acceptable level, a total 
investment of $3.6 trillion is needed by 2020. Currently, only about $2 trillion in infrastructure spending is projected, 
leaving a shortfall of approximately $1.6 trillion. 
http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20130321-u-s-infrastructure-grade-raised-from-d-to-a-d-but-
problems-loom 
 
Tornado Debris Study Could Lead to Better Warnings 
A new study has documented how one photo traveled nearly 220 miles over Alabama and Tennessee 

Photos and mementoes that were snatched up and blown hundreds of miles during a deadly Southern tornado 
outbreak two years ago are giving researchers new insight on how debris is carried by the storms and how it could 
threaten the public. A new study has documented how one photo traveled nearly 220 miles over Alabama and 
Tennessee, said John Knox, an associate professor of geography at the University of Georgia who led the research. 
That is among the longest-documented trajectories of tornado debris. The slightly scratched snapshot, which shows a 
stream flowing through a mountainous landscape, traveled from the northwest Alabama town of Phil Campbell to the 
east Tennessee town of Lenoir City. The study was recently published online by the Bulletin of the American 
Meteorological Society. It tracked the direction the items traveled in relation to the storms that struck Alabama and 
other Southern states on April 27, 2011. 
http://www.homeland1.com/disaster-preparedness/articles/1420902-Tornado-debris-study-could-lead-to-better-
warnings/ 
 
Luring Young Web Warriors is a U.S. Priority. It’s Also a Game 
In the eighth grade, Arlan Jaska figured out how to write a simple script that could switch his keyboard’s Caps Lock 
key on and off 6,000 times a minute. When friends weren’t looking, he slipped his program onto their computers. It 
was all fun and games until the program spread to his middle school. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/25/technology/united-states-wants-to-attract-hackers-to-public-sector.html 
 
Maryland County to Offer 9-1-1 Texting for Speaking, Hearing Impaired 
Frederick County (Md.) is one of the first jurisdictions in the country to offer the option to text 911, reports CBS 
Baltimore. It’s a standard greeting: “Baltimore City 911. Operator 1232. Where is your emergency?” But what if you 
can’t hear the question, or say where that fire is burning or where that ambulance is needed? At Frederick County’s 
9-1-1 center, they have expanded beyond voice communication. Verizon customers will have the option to text 911. 
Frederick County is an early adopter of this technology for a good reason. It is the home of the main campus of 
Maryland’s School for the Deaf, where many on staff see a real need for texting 911. Frederick County is among the 
first jurisdictions to enable texting. It’s won’t replace voice calls, but hopes to fill a gap in communicating. 
http://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2013/03/22/frederick-co-to-offer-911-texting-for-those-who-cant-speak-or-hear/ 
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FLU 
 
Study Shows Flu Vaccination Prevents Hospitalizations in Older Adults 
A new study conducted by researchers from Vanderbilt University Medical Center in collaboration with CDC has 
found that flu vaccination reduced the risk of flu-related hospitalization by 71.4 percent among adults of all ages and 
by 76.8 percent in study participants 50 years of age and older during the 2011-2012 flu season. “This study is 
reassuring in light of recent reports that flu vaccination can be less effective in older adults,” said Dr. Keipp Talbot, 
lead author of the study and a Vanderbilt medical researcher. The study, entitled “Effectiveness of influenza vaccine 
for preventing laboratory-confirmed influenza hospitalizations in adults, 2011-2012 influenza season,” was published 
online in the journal Clinical Infectious Diseases on Feb. 28. It is available for online viewing or download. It’s 
estimated that more than 200,000 people in the United States are hospitalized each year from flu-related illness. Older 
adults, specifically those 65 years of age and older, typically account for 60 percent of these flu-related 
hospitalizations each year and about 90 percent of flu-related deaths. 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/spotlights/flu-vaccination-older-adults.htm 
 
NIH Study Sheds Light on Role of Climate in Influenza Transmission 
Two types of environmental conditions – cold-dry and humid-rainy – are associated with seasonal influenza 
epidemics, according to an epidemiological study led by researchers at the National Institutes of Health’s Fogarty 
International Center. The paper, published in PLoS Pathogens, presents a simple climate-based model that maps 
influenza activity globally and accounts for the diverse range of seasonal patterns observed across temperate, 
subtropical and tropical regions. The findings could be used to improve existing current influenza transmission 
models, and could help target surveillance efforts and optimize the timing of seasonal vaccine delivery, according to 
Fogarty researcher Cecile Viboud, Ph.D., who headed the study. Human influenza infections exhibit a strong 
seasonal cycle in temperate regions, and laboratory experiments suggest that low specific humidity facilitates the 
airborne survival and transmission of the virus in temperate regions. Specific humidity is the ratio of water vapor to 
dry air in a particular body of air while relative humidity – commonly used in weather forecasts – the amount of 
water vapor in the air relative to its capacity to hold water vapor, and is primarily a function of temperature. 
Data from animal studies indicate low temperature and humidity increase the duration of the virus’s reproduction and 
expulsion in infected organisms and virus stability in the environment, increasing the probability of transmission 
through coughing, sneezing or breathing. In contrast, high temperature seems to block airborne transmission. 
http://www.nih.gov/news/health/mar2013/fic-08.htm 
 
Obama Signs Off on Preparedness Law 
President Barack Obama today signed into law the Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Reauthorization Act 
(PAHPRA) of 2013, which reauthorizes appropriations through fiscal year 2018, according to a White House press 
release. The law gives public health new authorities to address health and bioterror emergencies, streamlines 
processes at the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and helps the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) bring new countermeasures to market. Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response Nicole Lurie, MD, 
said in an HHS press release, “I commend Congress on its bipartisan leadership in reauthorizing PAHPRA. The 
reauthorization is a recognition of the importance of investing in innovation and supporting communities in public 
health preparedness.” She said it builds on such work at the HHS as, for example, boosting the capacity of hospitals 
and communities to respond to disasters. Lurie also said the law gives states new authorities to temporarily deploy 
federally funded state personnel to meet urgent needs. The law increases flexibility for Project BioShield in 
advancing the development of medical countermeasures and enhances the FDA’s authority to declare an emergency 
use authorization in emergency situations. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/03/13/statement-press-secretary-hr-307  
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2013pres/03/20130313a.html  
 
Meta-analysis Finds Small Increased GBS Risk for 2009 H1N1 Vaccine 
The largest U.S. study so far to explore the safety of the 2009 H1N1 vaccine found a small increased risk of Guillain-
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Barre syndrome (GBS), similar to previous estimates for the seasonal flu vaccine, researchers reported today in The 
Lancet. GBS is an autoimmune disorder that causes neurologic symptoms. In 1976 GBS was linked to a pandemic 
vaccine in the United States, and officials put several systems in place to monitor the safety of the most recent 
pandemic vaccine. The Lancet group based their meta-analysis on data from six adverse monitoring systems that 
included about 23 million vaccinated people. Investigators calculated the risk ratios and risks of excess GBS cases 
per million vaccinations. They found that the vaccine was associated with about 1.6 excess GBS cases per million 
people vaccinated, which was consistent across different surveillance systems and other factors such as receipt of the 
seasonal flu vaccine. They said the findings provide reassurance that the vaccine benefits greatly outweigh the risks. 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2812%2962189-8/abstract 
 
Study: Intradermal Flu Vaccine Immune Response Similar to Shot 
A large comparison trial of intradermal (ID) flu vaccine and the intramuscular (IM) version found that immune 
responses were similar, and though patients often reported injection-site reactions with the ID vaccine, many 
preferred the route and would receive it again. The phase 3 study of Sanofi Pasteur’s ID vaccine appeared in 
“Vaccine.” The study began in October 2008, enrolling 4,292 adults ages 18 to 64 from 47 U.S. centers. Those in the 
2,581-subject ID group received one of three vaccine lots. Patients recorded their temperature, along with injection-
site and systemic reaction, for 7 days after vaccination. The three ID vaccine lots induced similar antibody levels 
based on hemagglutination inhibition testing, and the ID vaccine was as immunogenic as the IM version for all three 
strains. At 28 days postvaccination, seroconversion rates between the two vaccines were similar for H1N1 and H3N2 
strains. Researchers wrote that the lower seroconversion rate to the B strain may not be clinically important, because 
the postvaccination rates for the two vaccines were similar. Local reactions were more frequent after the ID vaccine, 
but pain did not differ and most reactions were minor and resolved within 3 to 7 days. On a questionnaire, most 
patients who received the ID vaccine said they would prefer it for the next season. 
Abstract: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X13002673 
 
Skip the Trip: Air Travelers’ Behavioral Responses to Pandemic Influenza 
Theory suggests that human behavior has implications for disease spread. We examine the hypothesis that individuals 
engage in voluntary defensive behavior during an epidemic. We estimate the number of passengers missing 
previously purchased flights as a function of concern for swine flu or A/H1N1 influenza using 1.7 million detailed 
flight records, Google Trends and the World Health Organization’s FluNet data. The authors estimate that concern 
over “swine flu,” as measured by Google Trends, accounted for 0.34 percent of missed flights during the epidemic. 
The Google Trends data correlates strongly with media attention, but poorly (at times negatively) with reported cases 
in FluNet. Passengers show no response to reported cases. Passengers skipping their purchased trips forwent at least 
$50 million in travel related benefits. Responding to actual cases would have cut this estimate in half. Thus, people 
appear to respond to an epidemic by voluntarily engaging in self-protection behavior, but this behavior may not be 
responsive to objective measures of risk. Clearer risk communication could substantially reduce epidemic costs. 
People undertaking costly risk reduction behavior, for example, forgoing nonrefundable flights, suggests they may 
also make less costly behavior adjustments to avoid infection. Accounting for defensive behaviors may be important 
for forecasting epidemics, but linking behavior with epidemics likely requires consideration of risk communication. 
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0058249 
 
Fairfax County Flu Preparedness 
Be sure to visit the county’s flu Web page for information and news on flu and flu preparedness. 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/flu 
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TRAININGS / EXERCISES / CONFERENCES 
 
Essentials of Community Cyber Security 
April 2, 8 a.m. - noon; Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Pkwy, Fairfax, Va. 
The Essentials of Community Cyber Security course provides individuals, community leaders, and first-responders 
with information on how cyber attacks can impact, prevent, and/or stop operations and emergency responses in a 
community. The course also provides a cursory introduction to cyber security vulnerabilities, risks, threats, and 
countermeasures. It introduces the Community Cyber Security Maturity Model as a framework for understanding 
community cyber security and offers a brief introduction to low-cost or no-cost approaches to securing against cyber 
security threats and attacks. 

 Why cyber security is important. 
 Unstructured threats /Structured threats /Highly structured threats. 
 The Community Cyber Security Maturity Model (CCSMM). 
 Things a community can do to initiate a cyber security program. 

To register, visit http://goo.gl/EAxOe. For more information, contact Michael Guditus at 571-350-1011, TTY 711; 
email Michael.guditus@fairfaxcounty.gov.  
 
Learning in Disaster Health: A Continuing Education Workshop 
April 2-3; Georgetown University Hotel and Conference Center, Washington, D.C. 
A unique opportunity to assist with the nation’s disaster health preparedness. This workshop will focus on education 
and training in disaster health and provide an interdisciplinary academic forum to: 

 Explore concepts of adult learning in the context of disaster health. 
 Highlight the implications of the latest research and practice for disaster health learning and performance and 

identify key areas for future research. 
 Present a unique opportunity for collaboration among disaster health, human resource development and adult 

education professionals. 
 Identify potential solutions for maximizing learning in a resource-constrained environment. 

http://ncdmph.usuhs.edu/KnowledgeLearning/2013-04LearningWorkshop.htm 
 
Defense Intelligence Worldwide 
April 8-10; Baltimore, Md.  
Formerly known as the DoDIIS Worldwide Conference, the Defense Intelligence Worldwide is expanding to focus 
on all-source intelligence and information technology as it contributes to mission success, hence the theme, “Beyond 
DoDIIS - Mission Readiness 2020.” This year the DoDIIS Worldwide Conference will now focus on all-source 
intelligence with a continued emphasis on information technology as it contributes to mission success. 
http://www.ncsi.com/dia/2013/index.php 
 
Critical Infrastructure Symposium 
April 15-16; West Point, N.Y. 
Symposium promotes the exchange of ideas and experiences among students, educators, practitioners and 
government officials developing critical infrastructure. 
http://www.tisp.org/index.cfm 
 
NSI’s 28th Annual IMPACT 2013 Conference and Expo 
April 22-24; Westfields Marriott, Chantilly, Va.  
NSI's annual IMPACT conference is essential for government and contractor security directors and managers 
responsible for protecting classified and sensitive information assets from a growing array of threats posed by 
espionage, terrorism, computer crime and information warfare. 
http://www.nsi.org/impact-2013.html 
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NASCIO Mid-Year Conference 
April 28-May 1; Washington, D.C. 
The National Association of State Chief Information Officers (NASCIO) conferences provide a unique opportunity 
for state government and corporate members to discuss the issues facing the information technology field in the 
public and private sectors. These events offer members a break from the many conferences that promote the 
marketing and sale of products or services through trade shows and exhibitions. Instead, we invite our corporate 
participants to sit side-by-side with state attendees to discuss trends and build relationships. NASCIO educational 
programs are centered on policy issues, trends, best practices and information technology issues that affect the public 
and private sectors. By bringing together all interested parties, NASCIO members can map strategies, develop 
positions and act responsibly for the benefit of all involved. 
http://events.nascio.org/dnn/2013midyear/Home.aspx 
 
SPIE Defense Security + Sensing 
April 29-May 3; Baltimore, Md. 
Meeting for scientists, researchers and engineers from industry, military, government agencies and academia 
throughout the world.  
http://spie.org/x6766.xml 
 
GovSec Featuring TREXPO 
May 13-15; Walter E. Washington Convention Center, Washington, D.C. 
Description: Advanced-level education from public and private sector industry experts on today’s hot topics and 
challenges, including: Homeland Security; Counter and Anti-Terrorism; Critical Infrastructure Protection; 
Cyberterrorism and Cybercrime; and Law Enforcement Case Studies, Tactics and Technologies. 
http://govsecinfo.com/Home.aspx 
 
International Hazardous Materials Response Teams Conference 
June 6-June 9; Baltimore, Md. 
The Hazmat Conference is recognized as a high quality, in-depth conference with cutting-edge educational programs 
designed for professionals at all levels of experience. For nearly 30 years the Hazmat Conference has offered 
informative sessions and unique hands-on training designed to tackle the most pressing issues facing hazmat 
professionals. 
http://www.iafc.org/micrositeHazConf/homeHazConf.cfm?ItemNumber=6165&navItemNumber=6150 
 
2013 Building Resilience through Public-Private Partnerships Conference 
July 23-25; Rutgers University-Newark, The Paul Robeson Campus Center, Newark, NJ 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security Headquarters, in partnership with the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, U.S. Northern Command, and Rutgers University will present the third annual Building Resilience through 
Public-Private Partnerships Conference at Rutgers University in July. This year’s conference themed, “Partnerships 
in Action: Enhancing National and Economic Security,” will highlight successful public-private partnerships across 
the homeland security enterprise and is designed to identify solutions to coordination gaps between the public and 
private sectors. From Hurricane Sandy response efforts and global supply chain resilience to campus resilience and 
cyber security, building resilient communities continues to be a whole community approach. More detailed 
registration information and a call for topics is forthcoming. Call the DHS Private Sector Office at 202-282-8484 and 
PPPConference@hq.dhs.gov for immediate inquiries. 
 
IS-450.NC - Emergency Preparedness for Federal Employees in the National Capital Region 
The goal of this independent study course is to provide practical steps you can take to prepare for emergencies that 
could threaten your home, workplace, and community. This course is intended specifically for Federal employees 
living and working in the National Capital Region. The first lesson focuses on the importance of personal emergency 
preparedness and its relationship to your professional responsibilities as a Federal employee. The second lesson 
introduces the four steps to personal emergency preparedness: Be Informed, Make a Plan, Build a Kit and Get 
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Involved. The last lesson reinforces the concepts learned in the previous lessons by applying the four steps of 
emergency preparedness to a given scenario. 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is450nc.asp 
 
National Capital Region Homeland Security Events 
http://www.mwcog.org/committee/committee/events_homeland.asp?COMMITTEE_ID=134 
 
Virginia Emergency Management Courses 
http://www.vaemergency.com 
 
FEMA Independent Study Courses 
http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/ 
 
American Red Cross Disaster Services Training 
http://www.redcrossnca.org/Online/disaster_registration.php 
 

LINKS 
 
Fairfax County Web Resources 

 Fairfax County Emergency Information Blog - www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/blog  
 Fairfax County Emergency Information Web page - www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/ 
 Fairfax County CERT - http://fairfaxcountycert.blogspot.com/ 
 Fairfax County Citizen Corps Web Page - www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps/ 
 Fairfax County Citizen Corps Blog - http://citizencorps.blogspot.com/ 

Additional Web Resources 
 Capital Region Updates - www.CapitalRegionUpdates.gov  
 Virginia Citizen Corps - www.vaemergency.com/citcorps/index.cfm 

 
DHS Science & Technology Directorate Newsletter 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Science & Technology Directorate has a free newsletter, “S&T 
Snapshots,” featuring stories about current research projects and opportunities with laboratories, universities, 
government agencies, and the private sector. The newsletter is produced monthly by the DHS Science and 
Technology Directorate in partnership with the Homeland Security Institute, a Studies and Analysis Federally Funded 
Research and Development Center. 
http://www.homelandsecurity.org/snapshots/ 
 
DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report (OSIR) 
The Department of Homeland Security provides a Web-based “Daily OSIR,” which is posted on the DHS public 
Web site. Accessing the report via the Web enables readers to retrieve the current Daily Report as well as 10 days of 
archived DHS Daily Reports. Once you arrive at the Web page you will find the most recent Daily OSIR at the top of 
the page, under the title “Current Report.” This report is posted each morning, except for weekends and holidays. 
Simply click on the title “DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report.” This will launch the current days report in 
PDF format. You can submit content comments or make suggestions by contacting the DHS Daily Report Team by 
telephone at 202-312-3421 or by e-mail at NICCReports@dhs.gov. You can access the Daily OSIR at:  
http://www.dhs.gov/files/programs/editorial_0542.shtm.  
 
Fairfax County Government Emergency Information Line 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/opa/infoline.htm 
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http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/blog
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/
http://fairfaxcountycert.blogspot.com/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps/
http://citizencorps.blogspot.com/
http://www.capitalregionupdates.gov/
http://www.vaemergency.com/citcorps/index.cfm
http://www.homelandsecurity.org/snapshots/
mailto:NICCReports@dhs.gov
http://www.dhs.gov/files/programs/editorial_0542.shtm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/opa/infoline.htm


The ESF 15 Business / Nonprofit Update is designed to provide information about Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) 
along with news articles and informational updates relating to Homeland Security and emergency management to ESF 15 partners. 

Inclusion of any resource, information or Web link is not an endorsement of the product, service or organization. The ESF 15 Business / 
Nonprofit Update is produced by Fairfax County’s Office of Public Affairs – the lead agency for ESF 15. 

 

 

 
 

ESF 15 Contact Information 
Merni Fitzgerald, Director 

Fairfax County Office of Public Affairs 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 551    Fairfax, Va.  22035-0065 

Tel: 703-324-3187      Direct: 703-324-3189 
E-mail: Merni.Fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Web site: www.fairfaxcounty.gov 
Emergency Information: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency 

 
 
 

To Unsubscribe: 
E-mail publicaffairs@fairfaxcounty.gov with “Remove from ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update” 

in the subject line and you will be immediately removed from the distribution list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Emergency Management Magazine 
http://www.govtech.com/em/toc.php 
 
FEMA Private Sector 
http://www.fema.gov/privatesector/ 
 

In accordance with NIMS – the National Incident Management System – the Fairfax County Emergency Operations 
Plan states that Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) is led by the Office of Public Affairs. This ESF 15 
Business/Nonprofit Update is part of the county's outreach efforts for our business and nonprofit partners as a way 
to provide information about the county’s ESF 15, Homeland Security and emergency management. 
 
Please feel free to forward this ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update to other contacts you have inside or outside your 
organization. Should someone you know like to be added to our distribution list, have them send an e-mail to 
jim.person@fairfaxcounty.gov and ask to be subscribed to the ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update. 
 
If you have any suggestions on how to improve this update or other communications between Fairfax County and 
the business/nonprofit community, please contact Merni Fitzgerald, Director of the Fairfax County Office of Public 
Affairs, at 703-324-3187, TTY 711, or by e-mail at merni.fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

mailto:Merni.Fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov?subject=ESF%2015
file://s70ntgc09/paffpub/Emergency/ESF%2015/Business%20Updates/www.fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency
mailto:publicaffairs@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.govtech.com/em/toc.php
http://www.fema.gov/privatesector/
mailto:jim.person@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:merni.fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov

