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ITEMS OF INTEREST FOR ESF 15 
May 6 Earthquake 
The United States Geological Survey (USGS) confirmed that Fairfax County and the National Capital Region 
experienced an earthquake of magnitude 1.8 shortly after noon on Tuesday, May 6. The earthquake epicenter was 1 
mile west-southwest of Annandale. Earthquakes with magnitude of about 2.0 or less are usually called 
microearthquakes and may be both felt and heard according to the U.S. Geological Survey. Earthquakes are rare in 
this region, but not unheard of. The D.C. area experienced a similar earthquake in December 2003, there was a 2.5 
earthquake in September 1997 near Manassas, Va. and a 2.1 quake in February 2005 near the Baltimore, Md. city 
limits. Since it is not possible to predict when an earthquake will occur, it is essential that you and your family are 
prepared ahead of time.  
• Securely fasten shelves to walls.  
• Keep large or heavy objects on lower shelves.  
• Store breakable items and toxic and flammable items in lower cabinets with doors and latches.  
• Secure your water heater by strapping it to wall studs and bolting it to the floor.  
• Check your home or building for structural defects and repair cracks in your ceiling and foundation.  
• Learn how to turn off electricity, gas and water.  
• And get an emergency supply kit.  
During or immediately after an earthquake, the best protection is to get under heavy furniture, such as a desk, table or 
bench, staying away from large windows, mirrors or other glass. The greatest danger is directly outside buildings, at 
exits and along exterior walls, due to falling debris. If you are already outside, stay clear of buildings, power lines, 
overpasses and elevated expressways. Most deaths and injuries are due to falling walls, flying glass or debris. For 
more information, visit the Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management Web page: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem and click on the “Be Informed” icon. 
 
Sign Up for Business Alerts Through CEAN 
Did you know that emergency information for the business community is available through Fairfax County’s 
Community Emergency Alert Network (CEAN)? The business registration is specifically designed to allow one 
business contact to add up to five additional employees (for example, security managers or others involved in that 
businesses emergency response program). The registrant is the main contact for that business and any alerts he/she 
signs up for will also be received by the other people registered on the system. Major emergency announcements will 
be sent to both types of users – individual and businesses – however, targeted messages may be sent to members of 
the business community based on their type of business, location, etc. 
Register your business today at: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cean/  
 
Hospital ERs Are Unprepared for Terror Attack 
 The nation’s emergency rooms and hospitals are still, nearly seven years after Sept. 11, not prepared to deal with the 
“surge” of patients that could be caused by a terror attack, according to a House oversight committee. What’s worse 
is that it’s a situation that could be compounded, hospital officials from both coasts and a state disaster planner 
recently noted, if the Bush administration is able to take hundreds of millions in Medicaid funding from public and 
teaching hospitals. Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif., chairs the House Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform, which conducted a survey of 34 hospitals on March 25 and found that not one was prepared at that moment 
on that day for a terror attack. 
Read the oversight committee report: http://oversight.house.gov/documents/20080505101837.pdf  
 
New FEMA Strategic Plan 
FEMA has released a new Strategic Plan to cover fiscal years 2008 - 2013 that outlines a roadmap for building a 
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stronger, dynamic and innovative New FEMA. The plan establishes strategic goals, objectives and strategies that 
enable the FEMA workforce to work together regardless of program or geographic location and helps FEMA become 
a trusted leader and partner. The new plan sets primary goals: 
• Lead an integrated approach that strengthens the nation’s ability to address disasters, emergencies and terrorist 

events.  
• Deliver easily accessible and coordinated assistance for all programs.  
• Provide reliable information at the right time for all users.  
• Build public trust and confidence through performance and stewardship.  
The plan and a “Plan-in-Brief” are available online at http://www.fema.gov/about/strategicplanfy08. 
Reprinted from the Virginia Department of Emergency Management e-newsletter “EM Update,” May 7, 2008. 
 
Governor Goes YouTube 
Governor Timothy M. Kaine announced recently the creation of his own YouTube channel on the popular online 
video sharing site that allows people to watch and share originally created videos.  The channel, 
http://www.youtube.com/vagovernor, features video clips of public service announcements, speeches and public 
forums with the Governor. Governor Kaine’s channel is part of the Virginia government community of channels. In 
the future, the channel hopes to expand video coverage of press conferences and other appearances. Kaine’s 
involvement marks the 25th Virginia government entity offering Virginians access to their government through the 
Commonwealth of Virginia’s official channel on YouTube, http://www.youtube.com/virginiagovernment. Other 
participants include state agencies, such as the Departments of Emergency Management and Game and Inland 
Fisheries; localities, such as the counties of Roanoke, Montgomery, Arlington and Fairfax; and higher education 
participants such as Old Dominion University, the University of Virginia and Virginia Tech.  
http://www.governor.virginia.gov/MediaRelations/NewsReleases/viewRelease.cfm?id=656  
 
New U.S. Report Discusses Changing Nature of Terror Threat  
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee Chairman Joe Lieberman, ID-Conn., and Ranking Member 
Susan Collins, R-Me., warned on Thursday, May 8, that the threat of home-grown terrorism is on the rise, aided by 
the Internet’s capacity to spread the core recruitment and training message of violent Islamist terrorist groups.  
At a morning press conference to release the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee staff report, 
“Violent Islamist Extremism, The Internet, and the Homegrown Terrorist Threat,” the Senators said that as the threat 
of home-grown terrorism evolves, so too should the government’s response, which must include coordinated and 
comprehensive strategic communications and outreach efforts. The report found that as the Internet breaks down 
physical borders and cultural barriers, permitting easy access to violent extremist ideology, the greater the likelihood 
that more disaffected people will buy into the global violent Islamist movement. The report also found that al-Qaeda 
and other supporters of violent Islamist ideology have also stepped up their efforts to appeal to English speaking 
audiences, especially Americans, including specific ethnic, religious, and racial populations in the United States. The 
report concluded that the federal government must address key questions such as: what, if any, new laws, resources, 
and tactics should be implemented to prevent the spread of violent extremist ideology in the United States; how 
should a counter communications strategy be fashioned and what roles should the government and community and 
religious leaders play; what is the purpose of current outreach efforts and how can those efforts be improved; and 
how should local officials and local law enforcement be involved. The report is part of an ongoing investigation into 
violent Islamist extremism and home-grown terrorism conducted by the Committee that has included six hearings 
over the course of nearly two years. Law enforcement witnesses have testified to a growing danger from home-grown 
terrorism. But the Senators observed that, beyond classified intelligence and law enforcement programs, the federal 
government has provided “relatively uncoordinated outreach to American-Muslim communities and fragmented 
communications strategies.”  
Read the report: http://hsgac.senate.gov/public/_files/IslamistReport.pdf  
 
GAO Rates TSA 
The Transportation Security Administration has taken many steps to secure the nation’s transport systems (mainly 
aviation), reports the Government Accountability Office: better managing the Transportation Security Officer 
workforce, improving screening, developing Secure Flight, and working toward a strategy for securing surface 
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transportation. However, much work remains for the TSA in securing air cargo, deploying checkpoint technologies, 
and redress for passengers wrongly placed on watchlists. 
GAO summary: http://www.gao.gov/docsearch/abstract.php?rptno=GAO-08-487T 
 
DHS Purchases of Services Need Better Oversight, Says GAO 
All service contracts for the eight major, complex Homeland Security Department investments the Government 
Accountability Office reviewed had outcome-oriented requirements; however, four of these contracts did not have 
well-defined requirements, a complete set of measurable performance standards, or both.… Contracts for two major 
investments with negative cost and schedule outcomes did not have the staff needed to adequately plan and execute 
the contracts.… DHS does not have reliable data to facilitate required reporting, informed decisions and analyzing 
acquisition outcomes. About half of 138 contracts that GAO analyzed did not have … a performance work statement, 
measurable performance standards, and a quality assurance surveillance plan. 
GAO summary: http://www.gao.gov/docsearch/abstract.php?rptno=GAO-08-263 
 
DHS Plans National Fusion Center Network 
The Homeland Security Department plans a National Fusion Center Network—to “connect more than 50 state and 
major city fusion centers and the federal government,” writes Charlie Allen, Under Secretary of Homeland Security 
for Intelligence & Analysis. 
http://www.dhs.gov/journal/leadership/2008/05/national-fusion-center-network.html 
 
E-Verify Has Capacity to Spare, Says DHS 
The E-Verify program that electronically validates Social Security numbers for employers “is handling at least 10 
percent of all new hires in the U.S. this year,” writes Stewart Baker, Assistant Secretary of Homeland Security for 
Policy. “Based on a recent load testing, the system has the capacity to handle 240 million queries a year. That’s three 
to four times the number of people who are usually hired in a given year.” 
http://www.dhs.gov/journal/leadership/2008/05/debunking-e-verify-capacity-problem.html  

PLANNING / PREPAREDNESS 
Flu Vaccine Less Effective in Winter 2007/2008 than in Previous Winters 
A new Harris Poll confirms the findings of a recent report by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
that the vaccine used to prevent the flu this last winter was less effective than the flu vaccines used in previous 
winters. In three previous winters people receiving flu vaccines were 33 percent, 43 percent and 24 percent less likely 
to get the flu than people who did not get flu shots. This year, people who received flu shots were just as likely to get 
the flu as those who did not get flu shots. For reasons explained below, these results probably understate the 
effectiveness of flu shots. However, because the surveys conducted by Harris Interactive used identical 
methodologies, the difference between this winter and different years is very significant. These data come from a 
Harris Poll in which 2,529 U.S. adults were surveyed online between April 7 and 15, 2008, by Harris Interactive. 
http://www.harrisinteractive.com/harris_poll/index.asp?PID=906 
 
Consortium White Paper Calls for Collaboration 
The National Homeland Security Consortium has outlined a vision for how the nation should address homeland 
security in the modern era in a new white paper, “Protecting Americans in the 21st Century: Imperatives for the 
Homeland.” The paper stresses collaboration among local, state, federal and private organizations in setting national 
homeland security goals, policies and procedures. Specific recommendations include: federal agencies should 
consistently ask for local, state, tribal, territorial and private sector input on all homeland security issues.  
The emergency management community should continually focus on efforts to ensure timely and effective 
information sharing with partners at all levels. States’ authority over their National Guard forces should be protected, 
and the circumstances and procedures for using federal active duty forces domestically need to be made clear.  
The consortium is a group of national organizations representing local, state and private professionals involved in 
delivering public health, safety and infrastructure services. Currently administered by the National Emergency 
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Management Association, consortium members include 21 national organizations representing several hundred 
thousand members.  
The full paper is available at http://www.subnet.nga.org/downloads/NHSCProtectingAmericans.pdf. 
Reprinted from the Virginia Department of Emergency Management e-newsletter “EM Update,” May 7, 2008. 
 
A Certification Standard Has Not Emerged, Conference Board Says  
A new report from The Conference Boards says the majority of US businesses have a formal, written plan in place 
for emergency preparedness – but the report also says a widely adopted certification standard has yet to emerge.  
According to an article in Certification magazine, close to 75 percent of the senior corporate executives surveyed said 
an emergency preparedness plan exists in their companies. The most common standard is the ISO 27001/17799 
information security standard, which the survey found 23 percent of companies have implemented. Twenty percent 
have implemented NFPA 1600, while 12 percent have implemented three other kinds of standards. The report also 
found that larger companies are much more likely to have implemented the most widely known standards. At the 
enterprise level, 30 percent have adopted the ISO information security standard, compared with 24 percent of mid-
markets and 15 percent of small businesses. And despite its high visibility as the National Preparedness Standard, 
NFPA 1600 has been implemented by 29 percent of large companies and less than 18 percent of those below the 
enterprise level. NIMS (the National Incident Management System) has been adopted by 19 percent of enterprise-
level firms, compared to 10 percent of mid-markets and only four percent of small companies.  
To read the full article: http://www.certmag.com/industry_news/2008/April/2607/index.php 
 
Emergency Plan Speeds University’s Recovery from Devastating Fire  
A fire at James Madison University’s (JMU) administrative offices could have crippled the entire school for an 
extended period of time. But three days after the fire, the payroll department issued paychecks as usual. Did a good 
emergency plan make the difference? In an article on the Government Technology Web site, Chandler Harris says the 
fire destroyed payroll materials, accounts payable and receivable records, cash, IT equipment, grants and contracts. 
“JMU also lost paper files stored in the building, including all its employees’ W-4 forms,” Harris says. “More than 50 
JMU employees were forced to move into temporary offices on campus.” So how did the university still issue 
paychecks three days later? According to Harris, it was the school’s resilient emergency plan and prepared staff. 
For the full article: http://www.govtech.com/pcio/articles/279724 
 
Protecting Your Family From Fire 
American homes suffer an unwanted fire every 10 seconds, and every 60 seconds they suffer a fire serious enough to 
call the fire department. Most importantly, every three hours someone is killed in a home fire—that’s more than 
2,600 people in 2006 alone. Another 13,000 people are injured in home fires in a typical year. Protecting your family 
from fire requires advance planning for what to do if fire strikes. This includes the use of protective devices, usually 
smoke alarms, to provide early warning of fire, especially at night when they are most vulnerable. However, 
depending on the size and layout of your home and the characteristics of your family, you may need to do more to 
assure their safety. This brochure was written by the U.S. Fire Administration to provide the information you need to 
decide what you must do to protect your family from fire.  
https://www.usfa.dhs.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/fa-130.pdf  
 
U.S. Securities Industry Prepares for Business Continuity Test  
SIFMA and the Financial Information Forum will lead the annual securities industry-wide business continuity test on 
Saturday, June 7, 2008. SIFMA says that the format of the 2008 test will be similar to the 2006 connectivity test, “but 
the 2008 test will include a simulation of a delayed opening of exchanges and markets as might occur in an 
emergency or a National Day of Mourning.” During the test, firms, service bureaus and exchanges/markets will 
connect simultaneously using backup data centers, backup communications links, alternate trading sites and alternate 
operations facilities to place test orders, receive simulated executions and conduct settlement interactions. Futures 
exchanges will test separately later in 2008 but SIFMA says that it is intended that there will be common test dates in 
future years. 
http://www.sifma.org/services/business_continuity/html/industrytest08.shtml 
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Companies Have Emergency Plans but No Standard for Certification 
The majority of U.S. companies have a formal, written plan for emergency preparedness, according to the 
Conference Board, but a widely adopted certification standard for such plans does not exist yet. A voluntary 
certification process for preparedness was adopted as part of the 2007 homeland security legislation. Three-quarters 
of the 302 senior corporate executives surveyed in mid-2007 said that an emergency preparedness plan exists in their 
companies. The analysis was sponsored by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security as part of an ongoing research 
project to assess the effectiveness of security in American companies. 
http://www.conference-board.org/utilities/pressDetail.cfm?press_ID=3385 
 
Homeland Security Urges Small Businesses To “Define Their Day After” Through New PSA 
As hurricane season approaches, Homeland Security’s Ready Campaign and The Advertising Council are reaching 
out to small businesses and encouraging them to “define their day after” by putting emergency preparedness at the 
top of their to-do list. A series of national public service advertisements (PSA) entitled “Procrastination” were 
released nationwide today for radio, print, Internet and outdoor media. These PSAs focus on what can happen when a 
business owner chooses to place making an emergency plan at the bottom of their to-do list. The theme taps into the 
natural tendency for individuals to put off making plans for another day. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, small 
businesses employ more than half of all Americans. However, Institute for Business and Home Safety research shows 
that, at the minimum, one in four businesses never reopen following a disaster. “Research conducted by the Ad 
Council found that more than 85 percent of small businesses understand that emergency preparedness is important, 
yet only four in ten businesses have a plan to protect their businesses,” said Homeland Security Secretary Michael 
Chertoff. “The ability of these businesses to survive and recover quickly from both natural and man-made disasters 
directly benefits employees, customers, the community and the local, and even national, economy.” 
http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1211302619193.shtm  
 
Federal Government Prepared for Hurricane Season 
Administrator David Paulison of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) spoke at a Hurricane 
Awareness Day event on May 20 on the federal government’s preparations for the 2008 Hurricane Season. He was 
joined by Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary Michael Chertoff and other senior leaders from 
government and the private sector – all of whom spoke on the joint activities being planned this year and their efforts 
to improve coordination when helping communities to prepare for, respond to and recover from hurricanes. FEMA 
Administrator Paulison stressed that individuals also must prepare themselves for a Hurricane. “Americans in 
hurricane-prone states must get serious and be prepared,” said Paulison. “Government – even with the federal, tribal, 
state and local governments working perfectly in sync – is not the entire answer. Everyone is part of the emergency 
management process. We must continue to develop a culture of preparedness in America in which every American 
takes personal responsibility for his or her own emergency preparedness.” Paulison spoke during an event at FEMA’s 
national headquarters that featured demonstrations of reforms and improvements being implemented for this year's 
hurricane season. The event highlighted FEMA’s new equipment, online resources and new programs.   
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=43498  

MEDIA ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
Audit: State Emergency Agency Lacks Own Recovery Plans 
The state agency tasked with coordinating disaster recovery in Virginia lacks plans to get up and running should a 
catastrophe strike its own offices, according to a recent audit that also found a host of accounting and turnover 
problems. State auditors said the Department of Emergency Management’s lack of recovery plans “places the 
confidentiality, integrity and availability of the commonwealth’s sensitive and mission critical information at risk.” 
Statewide disaster efforts would be hindered if the agency were inoperable. The report also found that significant 
turnover had led to financial mistakes that included missing payment dates and lacking documentation for financial 
transactions. The audit was released last month and covered the prior two fiscal years, though the results are still 
current, Auditor of Public Accounts Walter Kucharski told The Washington Examiner on May 7. The agency didn’t 
lack disaster recovery documents, but “what we found was problems with the one they had,” Kucharski said. “They 
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are in the process of making changes.” 
http://www.examiner.com/a-1380659~Audit__Emergency_agency_lacks_own_recovery_plans.html 
 
Disaster Plans a Must for Small Businesses, Florida Official Says 
Thirty to 50 percent of small businesses will go out of business if Florida is hit by a hurricane, says the David Casto, 
director of Osceola County’s Emergency Management Department. Will small businesses get the message before 
hurricane season starts in a few weeks? In an article on the Reporter Web site, Mike Grogan says Casto made the 
remarks to 100 local businesspeople at the Kissimmee/Osceola County Chamber of Commerce. Half of the people in 
attendance told Casto they did not have BC plans in place. “If we’re hit by a hurricane, 30 (percent) to 50 percent of 
small businesses will go out of business,” Casto told attendees, reciting numbers gathered during previous storms, 
including the three that hit Central Florida in 2004. “If you don’t have a disaster plan, you will go out of business.” 
He also warned the crowd that the government cannot be expected to help specifically with each small business. 
Governments don’t identify individuals or their businesses in their disaster plans, but have such plans in place to 
protect the community as a whole. 
Full article: http://www.theledger.com/article/20080508/REPORTER/805080414/1048/YOURTOWN 
 
How to Improve your Disaster Recovery Plans 
When it comes to disaster recovery, it’s a good idea to update your plans. Today’s industry has a number of new tools 
and techniques to help optimize disaster recovery. Is it time to refresh your own disaster recovery plan? In an article 
on the ComputerWorld Web site, Bill Snyder takes a look at the latest technologies and services available for disaster 
recovery. Snyder says that while virtualization technologies tend to steal the spotlight, there are a number of 
techniques out there that can also work, including WAN optimization and appliance-based e-mail backup. 
http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic &articleId=9086158&pageNumber=1 
 
Americans Are Not Prepared for Emergencies, Expert Says 
Disaster is all around us these days, from the cyclone in Myanmar to the earthquake in China, not to mention the 
tornadoes and floods in the United States. So why aren’t most Americans ready for emergencies? In an article in the 
Washington Post, emergency preparedness expert John D. Solomon says too many Americans are watching the 
devastation unfold in Asia “from relative safety and, if I had to guess, with a certain sense of complacency, a feeling 
that disaster on that scale isn’t likely to happen to them. But it could.” Solomon warns that even after 9/11 and 
Hurricane Katrina, 93 percent of Americans still aren’t prepared for a natural disaster, pandemic or a terrorist attack. 
He also warns that readying the public for our 21st century emergencies might be one of the most complex socio-
education challenges the nation has faced.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/16/AR2008051603735_pf.html 
 
Virginia Community College System Launches Emergency Alert System 
According to the Washington Business Journal, a majority of schools in the Virginia Community College System are 
now using an emergency alert technology that was originally developed by Roam Secure, a text-based alerting and 
regional mass-notification systems provider. The emergency alert system was launched at 17 of the 23 schools May 
19. Northern Virginia Community College, the first in the state’s community college system to launch the company’s 
emergency notification system, started using the technology last August. Houston-based Cooper Industries Ltd. 
bought Arlington-based Roam Secure and two other companies for $100 million in December 2007. Roam Secure is 
now called Cooper Notification. The remaining five community colleges within the 240,000-student system have pre-
existing contracts with other providers. The alert system allows campus safety officials to send targeted alerts – 
which include weather notices to security breaches – via e-mail, text and voice messaging to students, faculty and 
staff. The systems are hosted in two secure data centers located on the East Coast and in the Southwest. The Web-
based system supports more than 18,000 messages per minute. Alerts can be generated from a single Web interface 
or using a mobile device. The community college deployments also will be integrated with more than 30 existing 
systems at cities, counties and other colleges across Virginia that are connected via Roam Secure and the Virginia 
Statewide Alerting Network, which is managed by the Virginia Department of Emergency Management. 
http://www.bizjournals.com/washington/stories/2008/05/19/daily47.html 
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County Conducts Disaster Training 
Employees from the Fairfax County Health Department and volunteers with the Medical Reserve Corps completed a 
training session on mass medical dispensing Saturday morning. The event at Buzz Aldrin Elementary School in 
Reston provided volunteers with realistic training to prepare them to distribute medication on a large scale during a 
public health emergency. “Hopefully we’ll never have to do this, but to have a structure in place, a place for 
volunteers to go, is just proper planning,” said Mike Andrews, public safety information officer for Fairfax County. 
During the training, attendees learned how to organize and run a Quick Distribution Center, which is a space where 
antibiotics or other medications would be provided to thousands of people in a very short time.  
http://www.observernews.com/story08/news08/052308_training.html  

PANDEMIC FLU 
Fairfax County Pandemic Flu Preparedness 
Be sure to visit the county’s pandemic flu Web page for information on 
upcoming events and other preparedness news. 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/pandemicflu/ 
 
Transmission of Avian Influenza Virus (H3N2) to Dogs 
In South Korea, where avian influenza virus subtypes H3N2, H5N1, H6N1 
and H9N2 circulate or have been detected, three genetically similar canine influenza virus (H3N2) strains of avian 
origin were isolated from dogs exhibiting severe respiratory disease. To determine whether the novel canine 
influenza virus of avian origin was transmitted among dogs, beagles were experimentally infected with this influenza 
virus (H3N2) isolate. The beagles shed virus through nasal excretion, seroconverted and became ill with severe 
necrotizing tracheobronchitis and bronchioalveolitis with accompanying clinical signs (e.g., high fever). 
http://www.cdc.gov/eid/content/14/5/741.htm 
 
Experts Meet to Review Influenza Pandemic Preparedness Guidance 
120 influenza and planning experts from WHO Member States, research institutions and UN agencies around the 
globe met in Geneva recently to review the current WHO pandemic preparedness guidance. Who says that key 
scientific and situational developments make the review particularly important. WHO will release the revised 
guidance later this year. With the risk level of an influenza pandemic unchanged, maintaining appropriate focus on 
preparedness and ensuring that efforts contribute to broad public health capacity are ongoing challenges. 
Read the current WHO global influenza preparedness plan. 
http://www.who.int/csr/resources/publications/influenza/WHO_CDS_CSR_GIP_2005_5/en/index.html 
 
GlaxoSmithKline Persists With Bird Flu Vaccine 
GlaxoSmithKline is betting that the threat of an actual bird flu pandemic is still real enough for governments across 
Europe reports Forbes. “The pharmaceutical company said … it had secured European approval for the first pre-
pandemic vaccine against the dreaded H5N1 virus, more commonly known as bird flu … there is no sign yet of the 
much-heralded worldwide bird flu pandemic,” but “Glaxo’s product offers governments the chance to stockpile the 
vaccine just in case.” 
http://www.forbes.com/markets/2008/05/19/glaxo-bird-flu-markets-equity-cx_ll_0519markets11.html  

TRAININGS / EXERCISES / CONFERENCES 
Partnering for a Safer Nation: 2008 Homeland Security S&T Stakeholders Conference–East 
June 2-5; Washington, D.C. 
This conference is presented by the National Defense Industrial Association with subject matter support from the 
DHS Science and Technology Directorate. The agenda and training workshops will focus on the future of the 
directorate while highlighting the collaborations being built at home and around the world to secure America. 
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http://www.ndia.org/Template.cfm?Section=8680&Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID
=21398 
 
Safety Act Workshop 
June 3; Washington, D.C. 
In parallel with the Homeland Security S&T Stakeholders Conference, DHS is presenting a workshop for producers, 
sellers, and users of antiterrorism technologies. It will offer an overview of the Safety Act, the application kit, and the 
application process. 
https://www.safetyact.gov/ 
 
Applying Advanced Critical Thinking Skills 
June 3-5; Reston, Va. 
Students apply critical thinking skills as they work their way through all phases of a major project or research paper. 
Preference is given to teams of analysts beginning a project. 
http://www.pherson.org/advancedcriticalthinkingskills.html 
 
American Security Challenge 
June 5; Washington, D.C. 
In conjunction with the Homeland Security S&T Stakeholders Conference, the American Security Challenge will 
showcase emerging technologies as they compete for an award of $100,000. Six finalists will present their business 
plans, and Governor Tom Ridge will receive the 2008 Patriot Award. 
http://americansecuritychallenge.com/Home_Page.html 
 
Field Management of Chemical and Biological Casualties 
June 9-13; Aberdeen, Md. 
This course is conducted by the U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Chemical Defense. It is designed for 
Medical Service Corps officers and noncommissioned officers in medical or chemical specialties. It comprises 
classroom, laboratory, and field training. 
https://ccc.apgea.army.mil/courses/in_house/brochureFCBC.htm 
 
Federal CBRN Detection Research and Development Opportunities 
June 11-13; Arlington, Va. 
This event is designed to provide the most current information about the role that industry, research contractors, and 
universities can play in addressing the nation’s needs for new chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear 
detection technologies and diagnostic tools. It will focus on the research and development requirements of each of the 
funding departments and agencies. 
http://www.infocastinc.com/index.php/conference/detection 
 
Critical Thinking Skills 
June 17-19; Reston, Va. 
Students learn how to use critical thinking skills in their work by framing their line of argument, developing 
hypotheses, visualizing data, and writing their final product with clarity and persuasiveness. 
http://www.pherson.org/CriticalThink.html 

 
Homeland Security Network Centric 
June 23-25; Alexandria, Va. 
The program will focus on emerging trends, such as expansion of regional information 
sharing and collaboration and the latest technological innovations. With presentations and 
representation from a broad cross-section of federal and state agencies, delegates will 

develop a thorough understanding of the solutions and best practices employed to meet operational requirements, as 
well as review the status of current systems such as the DHS Secure Border Initiative. 
http://www.networkcentrichomelandsecurity.com/ShowEvent.aspx?id=98248 
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Strategic Counterterrorism Issues and Practices 
July 8-10; Reston, Va. 
Students explore the current thinking on strategic counterterrorism issues and research and practice, applying 
analytical tools to topics such as radicalization. 
http://www.pherson.org/CounterTerror.html 
 
Basic Analytic Tools and Techniques 
July 14-16; Reston, Va. 
This course explains what analysis is, why frameworks are important, and how to overcome mindsets and avoid 
surprise by using indicators, key assumptions checks, devil’s advocacy, and ACH. 
http://www.pherson.org/BasicAT&T.html 
 
ER One Institute Hospital Security Conference 
July 15; Washington, D.C. 
The theme of the conference is “Are We Prepared for Today’s Challenges? Looking Directly Into the Eye of the 
Enemy.” This conference, sponsored by the Simulation and Training Environment Lab at the Washington Hospital 
Center’s ER One Institute, will empower hospital-based security professionals to become better prepared for the 
current security situation. Participants will receive a realistic perspective of the hazards confronting healthcare 
facilities, learn how to investigate opponents’ motivations, and be readied to respond to threats proactively.  
http://www.web.sitelms.org/view_event.php?event_id=286&event_day_id=838 
 
International Aviation and Maritime Security Conference 
July 21-24; Washington, D.C. 
Sponsored by the U.S. Airport and Seaport Police of the Americas Region and the International Association of 
Airport and Seaport Police, the conference will examine where the responsibilities lie, how to effectively build teams, 
tomorrow’s technology, best practices, and risk-mitigation tools. 
http://www.e-pages.dk/usportpolice/9/ 
 
Advanced Briefing 
July 22-25; Reston, Va. 
Students will review what makes for an effective presentation, prepare several briefings, practice delivering them, 
and review their presentations on videotape. 
http://www.pherson.org/AdvancedBriefingWorkshop.html 
 
Georgetown U. Master’s Programs in Microbiology and Immunology 
Fall 2008; Washington, D.C. 
Georgetown University’s Department of Microbiology and Immunology is now accepting applications for its fall 
2008 semester master of science degree programs in microbiology and immunology; biomedical science, policy, and 
advocacy; and biohazardous threat agents and emerging infectious diseases. 
http://microbiology.georgetown.edu/ 
 
National Transit Institute—Terrorist Activity Recognition and Reaction 
July 25; Williamsburg, Va. 
This class for transit employees who have direct contact with the public teaches participants to identify and report 
suspected pre-attack terrorist activity; distinguish normal, suspicious, and dangerous activity; define roles in 
recognizing and reacting to suspicious activity; and describe immediate actions to take when confronted with 
dangerous activity. 
http://www.drpt.virginia.gov/events/otc/details.aspx?ID=30 
 
Campus Security Conference 
Aug. 4; Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, Va. 
Gov. Tim Kaine will host a Campus Security Conference Aug. 4 at Virginia Commonwealth University’s Student 
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Commons in Richmond. Administrators, campus security, emergency management, health, counseling, information 
technology officials, faculty and student leaders from Virginia public and private colleges and universities have been 
invited. This year’s conference will focus on preparedness for all hazards. The conference format will consist of a 
general session in the morning with breakout workshops in the afternoon highlighting preparedness initiatives on 
college campuses. Workshop topics will include campus continuity of operations planning, crisis media relations, 
campus health programs and other important areas. 
Registration is available at http://www.ocp.virginia.gov/vhepc/sec_conf.htm. 
 

Decommissioning of Nuclear Facilities 
Oct. 6-8; Virginia Beach, Va.  Nov. 17-20; Las Vegas, Nevada 
The course provides information on the basic steps in the decommissioning 
process and imparts lessons learned from experiences in decommissioning. 
Elements learned in this course will assist in decision making, planning, and 
implementation of the decommissioning of various types of nuclear facilities. A 

major objective is to demonstrate the need for early and complete project planning to achieve safe and cost-effective 
decommissioning of research reactors and other small nuclear installations. 
http://www.dd.anl.gov/ddtraining/  

 

LINKS 
Fairfax County Blogs and Web Resources 

• Fairfax County CERT - http://fairfaxcountycert.blogspot.com/ 
• Fairfax County Citizen Corps Web Page - http://www.fairfaxcountycitizencorps.org/ 
• Fairfax County Citizen Corps Blog - http://citizencorps.blogspot.com/ 
• Virginia Citizen Corps - http://www.vaemergency.com/citcorps/index.cfm 

 
DHS Science & Technology Directorate Newsletter 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Science & Technology Directorate has a free newsletter, “S&T 
Snapshots,” featuring stories about current research projects and opportunities with laboratories, universities, 
government agencies, and the private sector. The newsletter is produced monthly by the DHS Science and 
Technology Directorate in partnership with the Homeland Security Institute, a Studies and Analysis Federally Funded 
Research and Development Center. 
http://www.homelandsecurity.org/snapshots/ 
 
DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report (OSIR) 
The Department of Homeland Security provides a Web-based “Daily OSIR,” which is posted on the DHS public 
Web site. Accessing the report via the Web enables readers to retrieve the current Daily Report as well as 10 days of 
archived DHS Daily Reports. Once you arrive at the Web page you will find the most recent Daily OSIR at the top of 
the page, under the title “Current Report.” This report is posted each morning, except for weekends and holidays. 
Simply click on the title “DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report.” This will launch the current days report in 
PDF format. You can continue to submit content comments or make suggestions by contacting the DHS Daily Report 
Team by telephone at 202-312-5389 or by e-mail at NICCReports@dhs.gov. You can access the Daily OSIR at:  
http://www.dhs.gov/xinfoshare/programs/editorial_0542.shtm. 
 
Fairfax County Government Emergency Information Web Page 
The county’s emergency information page features easy navigation and a clean look so that residents can easily find 
emergency information. 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/ 
 
Fairfax County Government Emergency Information Line 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/opa/infoline.htm 
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ESF 15 Contact Information 
Merni Fitzgerald, Director 

Fairfax County Office of Public Affairs 
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 551    Fairfax, Va.  22035-0065 

 
Tel: 703-324-3187      Direct: 703-324-3189 
E-mail: Merni.Fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Web site: www.fairfaxcounty.gov 
Emergency Information: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency 

 
 
 

To Unsubscribe: 
E-mail publicaffairs@fairfaxcounty.gov with “Remove from ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update” 

in the subject line and you will be immediately removed from the distribution list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In accordance with NIMS – the National Incident Management System – the Fairfax County Emergency Operations 
Plan states that Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) is led by the Office of Public Affairs. This ESF 15 
Business/Nonprofit Update is part of the county's outreach efforts for our business and nonprofit partners as a way 
to provide information about the county’s ESF 15, Homeland Security and emergency management. 
 
Please feel free to forward this ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update to other contacts you have inside or outside your 
organization. Should someone you know like to be added to our distribution list, have them send an e-mail to 
jim.person@fairfaxcounty.gov and ask to be subscribed to the ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update. 
 
If you have any suggestions on how to improve this update or other communications between Fairfax County and 
the business/nonprofit community, please contact Merni Fitzgerald, Director of the Fairfax County Office of Public 
Affairs, at 703-324-3187, TTY 711, or by e-mail at merni.fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
 
Thanks for your partnership with Fairfax County. We appreciate the opportunity to work with you. 


