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ITEMS OF INTEREST FOR ESF 15 
New Emergency Preparedness Initiative Announced  
Virginia is marking National Preparedness Month in September with the launch of Ready Virginia, a coordinated 
effort to provide vital preparedness information to the people of the Commonwealth. This new, collaborative effort 
will unite state government agencies with private sector and local government partners in a statewide public 
education effort to prepare Virginians for all hazards, including natural disasters and potential terrorist attacks. Ready 
Virginia encourages citizens to prepare for emergencies by taking three easy steps: get an emergency supply kit, 
make an emergency plan and stay informed about the hazards that could impact Virginia. A new Web site, 
http://ww.ReadyVirginia.gov, features specific steps families and businesses can take to prepare themselves for 
disasters and emergencies. The Ready Virginia Web site is a central, authoritative resource for preparedness 
information for all Virginians, including a list of materials for a kit, steps to making a plan, and sources of 
information to stay informed. Ready Virginia aims to use a variety of messages to inform residents on the basic steps 
needed to better prepare their homes, families and businesses. 
 
Fairfax County Creates Special Needs Registry 
Fairfax County launched the Special Needs Registry this week as part of 
National Preparedness Month activities. The registry has two distinct 
categories: the Medical Needs Registry and the Social Needs Registry. The 
online registry is intended to allow residents with medical needs and 
organizations assisting those with social needs to provide Fairfax County with 
information so the county can communicate emergency preparedness, response 
and recovery resources to vulnerable, at-risk and hard-to-reach residents. The 
Medical Needs Registry will contain the names and addresses of individuals 
with medical needs who have a high-risk health condition that is either 
temporary or chronic and who cannot manage for themselves in a shelter or evacuation center; will require assistance 
in performing the activities of daily living; and/or will require care for and the monitoring of a health condition. The 
Medical Needs Registry is voluntary and all information collected will be kept confidential and stored on secure 
Fairfax County servers. The Social Needs Registry is a tool used by Fairfax County to facilitate access to groups in 
need of specialized communications and/or transportation during an emergency. People with social needs are 
individuals who are vulnerable, at-risk or hard-to-reach in the event of an emergency but are not medically 
dependent. This includes people with disabilities, limited language proficiency, public transportation dependent 
and/or household pets and service animals. The nature of the assistance provided to those people will be determined 
by the individual, the emergency and the resources available to the county. Organizations assisting those with special 
needs should register with Fairfax County to ensure the safety and well-being of these individuals in an emergency. 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/specialneeds 
 
DHS Releases National Response Framework for Comment  
The Department of Homeland Security has released the new National Response Framework, which, when finalized, 
will take the place of the National Response Plan. The shorter, less bureaucratic and more user-friendly framework 
focuses on the national response to and short-term recovery from all-hazard disasters across all levels of government. 
In addition, supporting documents, including Emergency Support Functions, Support and Incident Annexes and other 
appendices have also been updated to reflect a number of key recommendations from more than 700 representatives 
from federal, tribal, state and local governments, non-governmental agencies and associations, and the private sector, 
who participated in a review process that began one year ago. The 30-day comment period provides interested parties 
with the opportunity to provide feedback on the document. These documents are available at the newly-created NRF 
Resource Center, which is available online at http://www.fema.gov/nrf.  
http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1189720458491.shtm 
DHS National Response Guidelines: http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/National_Preparedness_Guidelines.pdf 
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Chertoff Begins Blogging 
The Department of Homeland Security has become the latest Cabinet-level entity in the Bush administration to start a 
blog according to the National Journal’s Beltway Blogroll. Secretary Chertoff’s blog is called Leadership Journal. 
Article: http://beltwayblogroll.nationaljournal.com/archives/2007/09/homeland_securi.php 
Blog: http://www.dhs.gov/journal/leadership/ 
 
Local Officials Remain in Charge During Disasters, Says New National Response Plan 
State officials will step in and help local communities if they are overwhelmed during a disaster … But local officials 
remain in charge of the response before, during and after disasters. That according to the revised National Response 
Plan, reports the Associated Press. AP reports that the new plan “tries to clarify who’s in charge during emergencies.”
http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=37971&sid=60 
 
Salvation Army Mobile Command Center 
Salvation Army shows off mobile command center. Members of the Salvation Army in New Jersey dedicated an 
emergency response center on wheels Thursday saying it’s the kind of equipment they would have liked to have had 
during the April storm that flooded Somerset County towns. The mobile command vehicle, based at the Salvation 
Army New Jersey Division headquarters in Union, Union County, was once just a Winnebago, the organization's 
state director of human services. Someone in Pennsylvania donated the vehicle to the Salvation Army. Turning the 
Winnebago into a mobile command center funded by private and corporate donations, cost $60,000.  The need for a 
mobile command center became evident when the Salvation Army New Jersey Division sent volunteers to Louisiana 
to help in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 
http://www.thespectrum.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070912/NEWS01/709120310 
 
UN Warns Risk of Disease Transmission from Animals to Humans 
The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has expressed the fear that ongoing major 
transformation in global food production could lead to a higher risk of disease transmission from animals to humans. 
“There is no doubt that the world has to depend on some of the technologies of intensive animal food production 
systems,” FAO’s livestock policy expert said during a policy brief. “But excessive concentration of animals in large 
scale industrial production units should be avoided and adequate investments should be made in heightened bio-
security and improved disease monitoring to safeguard public health.” To satisfy higher demand for meat as the 
population continues to rise, livestock production and densities have significantly increased, the agency said, adding 
that industrial animal production has become more concentrated, using fewer but more productive livestock breeds.      
http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/000200709181240.htm 
 
Malware Becoming More Sophisticated, Warns IBM 
IBM has reported an increase in malware volume and sophistication as part of its security statistics report for the first 
half of the year. So far this year, IBM’s X-Force research and development team has identified and analyzed more 
than 210,000 new malware samples, which is more than the total number of malware samples observed over the 
entirety of last year. According to IBM, the “exploits as a service” industry continues to thrive, with the new practice 
of “exploit leasing” added to the repertoire of criminals. By leasing an exploit, attackers can now test exploitation 
techniques with a smaller initial investment, making this underground market an even more attractive option for 
malicious perpetrators. According to the report, Trojans (seemingly legitimate files that are actually malware) are the 
most common form of malware this year, accounting for 28 percent of the total. Last year, Downloaders was the most 
common category. A downloader is a low-profile piece of malware that installs itself so that it can later download 
and install a more sophisticated malware agent. On the other hand, X-Force reports a slight decrease in the overall 
number of vulnerabilities uncovered in the first half of 2007 versus the first half of 2006. A total of 3,273 
vulnerabilities were identified in the first half of this year, down 3.3 percent year-on-year. However, the percentage 
of high-impact vulnerabilities has gone up, from 16 percent in the first half of 2006 to 21 percent for the first half of 
this year. A similarly unexpected trend in the report is the decrease in spam message size. IBM said the fall 
corresponded with a decrease in image-based spam. 
http://tinyurl.com/2c2xuj 
 
DHS Adopts 11 Standards for Emergency Responders 
The Homeland Security Department has adopted 11 National Fire Protection Association standards for emergency 
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responders. DHS previously adopted 14 of the association’s standards, which remain in use. The adoption of NFPA 
standards reflect the continuing support of a multi-year program in U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Science 
and Technology Directorate to build confidence in homeland security technologies, products, services and personnel 
through the development and adoption of voluntary consensus standards. A list of the standards can be found on the 
Department of Homeland Security’s Web site (http://www.dhs.gov). The standards documents are available from the 
National Fire Protection Association (http://www.nfpa.org) and from the American National Standards Institute 
(http://webstore.ansi.org).  

PLANNING / PREPAREDNESS 
Fairfax County Business Preparedness Summit 
Fairfax County held a Business Preparedness Summit in July. If you were unable to attend and would like a notebook 
of materials that were given to attendees, a few extra summit notebooks are available. Contact Lyn Ganschinietz in 
the Fairfax County Office of Public Affairs at 703-324-3187, TTY 711 if you’d like one. There are a limited number 
and will be given out on a first come, first served basis. 
 
Osterman Research Survey Looks at E-mail Downtime 
A recent Osterman Research survey, commissioned by Neverfail, has found that 56 percent of the companies 
surveyed said they most often detect system downtime only after users complain they cannot send or receive e-mail. 
Survey participants also said they experienced an average of 1.6 unplanned e-mail downtime incidents per month. 
Downtime costs are significant, with 40 percent of survey participants saying they could lose up to $50,000 per major 
e-mail outage. With four out of five organizations using e-mail to send business critical content and documents and 
the number of e-mails growing by 20 percent each year, businesses need to better protect their e-mail infrastructures 
from instances of downtime and gain better insight into the issues causing outages. A copy of a report based on the 
survey by Osterman Research is available at http://www.neverfailgroup.com/osterman (registration required). 
 
Accommodating People with Disabilities in Disasters: New FEMA Reference Guide 
FEMA has published a new reference guide that outlines existing US legal requirements and standards relating to 
access for people with disabilities during a disaster or incident. ‘A Reference Guide for Accommodating Individuals 
with Disabilities in the Provision of Disaster Mass Care, Housing and Human Services’ is the first of a series of 
disability-related guidelines to be produced by FEMA for disaster preparedness and response planners and service 
providers at all levels. The reference guide summarizes equal access requirements for people with disabilities within 
disaster mass care, housing, and human services functions. The guide explains how applicable Federal laws relate to 
government entities and non-government, private sector and religious organizations. A full copy of the Guide may be 
accessed at http://www.fema.gov/oer/reference.  
 
New CDC Season Flu Web Site Launched 
The site features free flu materials. This season’s materials (available for download only; no printed versions to 
order) reflect outreach to high-risk groups, including caregivers and parents of infants, parents of children with 
asthma and diabetes, adults who live with at-risk seniors, and Spanish language materials emphasizing protecting the 
family. Check back later in the season for late season materials, including for National Influenza Vaccination Week 
(NIVW). Materials from previous seasons are still available for download. A select number of these materials are 
already printed and available free to order from the CDC warehouse while supplies last.  
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/. 

MEDIA ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
GAO Finds DHS Falling Short 
In a stinging assessment, Government Accountability Office “auditors say the Homeland Security Department has 
fallen far short of meeting its performance expectations in the first four years of its existence,” reports the Associated 
Press. “… maritime security is the only area in which significant improvements have been made.” The report 
“measured progress in 14 mission and management areas. Auditors identified 171 performance expectations and 
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found that the department had achieved fewer than half of them.… The department disagreed with the GAO findings, 
particularly with the way auditors defined and measured progress.” 
http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2007/09/06/ap4087284.html 
View GAO abstract: http://www.gao.gov/docsearch/abstract.php?rptno=GAO-07-454 
 
Virginia Bans Public Access to Bridge Reports 
The Virginia Department of Transportation has banned public access to detailed bridge inspection reports out of 
concern the information is too specific and could encourage terrorism, reports the Norfolk Virginian-Pilot. “… The 
public will continue to have access to information about bridge ratings and the definitions that explain why one 
structure may be rated higher than another.” 
http://content.hamptonroads.com/story.cfm?story=131800&ran=64190 
 
Report Says Cybercrime committed Every 10 Seconds in Britain 
A cybercrime is committed every 10 seconds in Britain, criminals abusing the anonymity of the online world to carry 
out offences from unwanted sexual approaches to online fraud, according to a recent study. The UK Cybercrime 
report, commissioned by online criminology firm 1871 Ltd, suggested that more than three million offences were 
committed online last year. The author of the report said, “Although measuring cybercrime is difficult, it is clear that 
in many instances it is outstripping 'traditional' crime.” Online security firm Garlik compiled the figures and found 
that individuals and not organizations were the intended target of more than 60 percent of the online offences. 
Topping the list of offences was online harassment, including abusive e-mails and offensive allegations posted on 
websites and chatrooms. There were also 850,000 instances of sex crimes, where individuals were ‘cyberstalked’ or 
received unwanted sexual approaches, for example. Garlik also found that there were 207,000 financial frauds 
committed last year – up more than 30 percent on a similar study in 2005. There were 92,000 cases of identity theft 
and 144,500 cases of hacking into another PC. Experts also warned that not enough is being done to tackle the 
problem. 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20070906/tc_afp/britaininternetfraudcrime;_ylt=AtD4sOn0ph0bmNrhyBqQE6sjtBAF 
 
Teens Launch Web Site to Aid in Emergency Response 
A 16 year old boy in North Carolina has created a concept aimed at assisting emergency personnel in the city of 
Statesville. The teen’s plan utilizes an online photo database of houses in the city. He was inspired to begin the 
project in hopes that emergency services, such as first responders, would utilize the database for more effective 
responses. Various security measures are in place to insure the integrity of the database, and to keep the public as safe 
as possible. Homeowners can choose to contact the site by e-mail if they want their listing removed. The teenage 
volunteers of the site are referred to as the Street Team. The group is composed of various teenagers from around 
Iredell County, who see the site as a way to positively affect the community.  
http://www.prweb.com/releases/teens/volunteer/prweb552053.htm 
 
How YouTube Is Affecting the Security Industry 
As the popularity of video-posting website YouTube grows, it is affecting the security industry in ways experts could 
never have imagined. A new report suggests the popular website may be damaging the security industry’s image. In 
an article in the new issue of Security magazine, Charles P. Howes says many of the postings are of attacks and 
incidents captured by security video, and those videos are showing frightening images of people identifying 
themselves as security industry workers. 
http://www.securitymagazine.com/CDA/Articles/Industry_News/BNP_GUID_9-5-2006_A_10000000000000161304 
 
DHS Ditches Data Mining Program Over Privacy Woes  
The debate between privacy rights versus homeland security took a turn back toward privacy recently after the 
Department of Homeland Security announced it has given up on one of its broadest anti-terrorism data-mining tools. 
Why did the DHS stop the program? The Associated Press’ Michael J. Sniffen says the DHS suspended the program, 
known as “ADVISE” (Analysis, Dissemination, Visualization, Insight and Semantic Enhancement), after 
investigators found the department tested it with information about real people without privacy safeguards. 
The program, begun in 2003, was developed by the department and the Lawrence Livermore and Pacific Northwest 
national laboratories. 
http://tinyurl.com/32d9eo 
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USA Mobility Gets More HHS Work 
Alexandria-based, wireless messaging and communications services company USA Mobility, Inc. has been asked by 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to provide additional paging units for the National Disaster 
Medical System, the agency’s nationwide emergency medical response system. The company will supply about 600 
more alphanumeric paging units across the country and at HHS’ Washington headquarters. USA Mobility established 
a relationship with HHS last November when the agency, which is responsible for providing medical and other 
essential services in emergency situations, started using 980 two-way messaging units for its rapid-deployment 
forces, incident response coordination teams and applied public health teams. HHS acquired the two-way units after 
government studies showed relief efforts after the Sept. 11 attacks and Hurricane Katrina in 2005 were delayed by the 
failures of land-line and cell phone networks.                                                                                                                      
http://www.bizjournals.com/washington/stories/2007/09/17/daily7.html 
 
Defense Dept. and DHS Fail Audits 
Ten years after Congress ordered federal agencies to have outside auditors review their books, neither the Defense 
Department nor the newer Department of Homeland Security has met even basic accounting requirements, leaving 
them vulnerable to waste, fraud and abuse. An Associated Press review shows that … The entire Homeland Security 
Department, with a $35 billion budget this fiscal year, passed its first audit in 2003 with strong stipulations but has 
failed every one since. And the Defense Department, with a $460 billion budget this fiscal year, has never even come 
close to passing. The audits were conducted by the Government Accountability Office. 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/20780840/ 
 
Getting Smart IDs to First Responders 
A newly-formed consortium of smart-card technology companies, called Tiers of Trust, will provide affordable smart 
identification cards to first responders at the state and local levels. The companies will provide hardware, software 
and services free or at steep discounts to cut the cost of deploying interoperable cards by as much as 75 percent. The 
cards will help provide access to crisis areas only to qualified first responders. They will also help track emergency 
personnel and make sure they are allocated efficiently. The program is open to first-responder organizations such as 
law enforcement, fire, hazmat, rescue and public health agencies in the United States and its territories, in addition to 
private-sector utilities, communications and transportation companies that operate critical infrastructure. 
Organizations should register for the program at http://www.TiersofTrust.com by December 31. Priority will be given 
to the first 500 organizations to register. 
http://www.gcn.com/print/26_24/45024-1.html  
 
Caution Urged as Gadgets Enter the Workplace 
IT security professionals need to take steps to properly manage how employee-owned consumer devices are used in 
the workplace, analysts warned at Gartner’s IT security summit in London this week. With powerful consumer 
devices becoming increasingly ubiquitous in the enterprise, and home-working on the increase, Gartner said it was 
important that technology privileges reflect genuine need to avoid security problems. A survey by Gartner found that 
15 percent of businesses will have at least some workers using their own devices by the year-end. A Gartner vice 
president said it was crucial that the management of user-owned technology reflect the needs of staff carrying out 
day-to-day tasks, rather than simply the person’s rank within the organization. Individual requirements of users in 
completing their work, weighed against the security risks they posed, ought to be the judging factors. One key area of 
risk being largely ignored was the technology being used by outsourced workers, in spite of the fact they were often 
handling sensitive data for the company they were serving. It was vital this technology was properly managed, 
Gartner said. 
http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9037879&intsrc=hm_list  
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PANDEMIC FLU 
Fairfax County Pandemic Flu Preparedness 
Be sure to visit the county’s pandemic flu Web page for information on 
upcoming events and other preparedness news. 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/pandemicflu/ 
 
Federal Leadership Roles in a Flu Pandemic Are Unclear, Says GAO 
The federal government has established an online information clearinghouse, 
developed planning guidance and checklists, awarded grants to accelerate development and production of new 
technologies for influenza vaccines, and assisted state and local government pandemic planning efforts, notes the 
Government Accountability Office. However, federal government leadership roles and responsibilities for preparing 
for and responding to a pandemic require clarification. Most of these leadership roles and responsibilities have not 
been tested under pandemic scenarios, leaving it unclear how they will work.. 
http://www.gao.gov/docsearch/abstract.php?rptno=GAO-07-781 
 
China Confirms H5N1 Strain of Bird Flu Among Ducks 
An outbreak of H5N1 bird flu has killed about 9,830 ducks on five farms in the Panyu District of Hong Kong. Tissue 
sample tests at a provincial government lab confirmed the presence of the virus. As of Sept. 14, about 32,630 ducks 
had been slaughtered in an attempt to contain the outbreak. Local and provincial officials will conduct joint 
inspections, and poultry from farms within a 20 kilometer radius of the outbreak will be suspended. China, which 
raises more poultry than any other country in the world, has vowed an aggressive fight against H5N1, which has 
sickened at least 328 people worldwide, killing 200 of them, according to the WHO. China has reported 25 human 
cases of bird flu since 2003, 16 of them fatal.         
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/09/17/asia/AS-GEN-China-Bird-Flu.php 

TRAININGS / EXERCISES / CONFERENCES 
PIO Training 
The Emergency Services Training Associates are offering two trainings the week of Oct. 8. The first course is a basic 
4-day PIO course for PIO’s and spokespersons that would be for PIO’s or others with 3 years or less experience. The 
second course is an advanced PIO Bootcamp that is all hands on training with a response to incidents and setting up 
and running a joint information center. Trainers for both classes are practicing PIO professionals that include 
experienced responses to Hurricane Katrina and the Virginia Tech incidents. 
http://www.esta911.com 
 
Realizing IPv6: Unleash the Benefits of the Next Generation 
Sept. 19-20; Reston, Va. 
This educational and interactive conference sponsored by the Digital Government Institute will explore the business 
case and return on investment and how to successfully transition to Internet Protocol version 6. It will identify and 
break down real operational issues and explore the solutions powered by the next-generation Internet. Government 
experts and industry leaders will discuss what it means to have true network-centric organization. 
http://tinyurl.com/26dyjo 
 
Virginia Hazardous Materials Conference and Expo  
Oct. 15-19; Hampton, Va. 
The Virginia Association of Hazardous Materials Response Specialists and VDEM are sponsoring the 24th Annual 
Virginia Hazardous Materials Conference and Expo, Oct. 15-19 in Hampton. The conference offers more than 70 
educational workshops and exhibits. Conference information and online registration are available at 
http://www.virginiahazmat.org. 
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Recovering From Disaster 
Oct. 17; Washington, D.C. 
This public workshop is organized by the National Research Council-National Academies’ Disasters Roundtable and 
will feature presentations by experts from the hazards research, policy, and practitioner communities on key topics 
related to disaster recovery; it will include audience discussion.  
http://dels.nas.edu/dr/f21.shtml 
 
Mid-Atlantic All Hazards Forum  
Nov. 6-8; Baltimore, Md. 
The Mid-Atlantic All Hazards Forum is an annual gathering that brings together law enforcement, fire, EMS, public 
health, transportation/public works, local and state government, private sector, university and other nonprofit agency 
representatives. The forum allows participants to share information from a regional perspective and to improve 
regional preparedness in the broad areas of homeland security and emergency management. The forum is Nov. 6-8 at 
the Baltimore Convention Center. Registration and information are available online at 
http://www.allhazardsforum.com. 
 
2007 Preparing for Pandemic Influenza Training Conference 
Nov. 13-14; Arlington, Va. 
Medical and public health leaders will stress the importance of national, state, and local preparedness to respond to a 
pandemic so as to ensure the health and safety of our people. The conference will address three crucial areas: How 
real is the pandemic threat today, and how should you prepare to respond? How can an influenza outbreak impact 
your community or business, and what measures should you take to ensure business continuity? What is the best 
approach to properly communicate an outbreak to your staff, community, other agencies, organizations and private 
institutions? 
http://governmenthorizons.org/Pandemic-Influenza-Nov07.htm 
 
Virginia Public Safety Outreach Conference 
Nov. 14; Newport News, Va. 
Registration for the 2007 Virginia Public Safety Outreach Conference is now open. The conference will take place on 
Wednesday, Nov. 14 at the Newport News Omni. The theme for this year's conference is “Ready Virginia.” 
Conference sessions will focus on an array of topics, including how you can leverage the Ready Virginia campaign to 
improve emergency preparedness in your community. The conference is sponsored by the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management and Virginia Citizen Corps. More information about Ready Virginia is available at 
http://www.readyvirginia.gov. To register for the conference, visit http://www.vaemergency.com. 
 
Transit System Security Courses 
November 2007 - September 2008; various locations 
The Federal Transit Administration’s training schedule for 2007-2008 offers courses and seminars at locations 
around the country, covering Transit System Security, Effectively Managing Transit Emergencies, Transit Explosives 
Incident Management, Transit System Security Design Review, and Transit Response to Bus and Rail Hijackings.  
http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/training/Courses/Schedule.asp 
 
Command and General Staff Functions for Local Incident Management Teams 
Nov. 11-16; Emmitsburg, Md. 
The U.S. Fire Administration will train a designated team of fire, emergency medical services, public works, public 
health, and/or law enforcement personnel from a larger and generally more populated area, typically within a single 
jurisdiction (city, county, or region). They would be activated to manage an incident requiring a significant number 
of local and mutual aid resources. 
http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa/program_notice.shtm 
 
Water Facility Security Conference 
Nov. 27-28; Arlington, Va. 
This conference will discuss pre- and post-disaster emergency preparedness and response. It will cover water 
protection methodologies and techniques, including ways to identify and mitigate problems. Industry experts will 
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discuss how to respond and recover and how to best communicate to customers or staff. 
http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com/hdl/water-security-nov07.htm 
 
ER One Institute Emergency Preparedness Conference 
March 3-4, 2008; Washington, D.C. 
The title of next year’s meeting is “Hospitals on the Frontline. Emergency Preparedness: Today’s Questions and 
Tomorrow’s Answers.” Topics for abstracts and posters are Information Management, System Recovery and 
Business Continuity, Behavioral Health Injuries Following Mass-Casualty Events, and Challenges and Innovations in 
Hospital Response to Mass-Casualty Events. Abstracts must be submitted via e-mail to 
eroneconference@eroneinstitute.org. The deadline for submissions is October 30. 
http://www.web.sitelms.org/view_event.php?event_id=42 

LINKS 
DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report 
The Department of Homeland Security’s Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report is produced each weekday as a 
summary of open-source published information concerning significant critical infrastructure issues. Each daily report 
is divided by the critical infrastructure sectors and key assets defined in the National Strategy for the Physical 
Protection of Critical Infrastructures and Key Assets. It provides valuable information for ESF-15 partners. If you 
would like to subscribe, contact the DHS Daily Report Team at dhsdailyadmin@mail.dhs.osis.gov or by telephone at 
703-983-3644, TTY 711. 
www.dhs.gov/xinfoshare/programs/editorial_0542.shtm 
 
Fairfax County Government Emergency Information Web Page 
The county’s emergency information page has been redesigned and features easier navigation and a cleaner look, 
hopefully making it easier for residents to find emergency related information. 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/ 
 
Fairfax County Government Emergency Information Line 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/opa/infoline.htm 

In accordance with NIMS – the National Incident Management System – the Fairfax County Emergency Operations 
Plan states that Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) is led by the Office of Public Affairs. This ESF 15 
Business/Nonprofit Update is part of the county's outreach efforts for our business and nonprofit partners as a way 
to provide information about the county’s ESF 15, Homeland Security and emergency management. 
 
Please feel free to forward this ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update to other contacts you have inside or outside your 
organization. Should someone you know like to be added to our distribution list, have them send an e-mail to 
jim.person@fairfaxcounty.gov and ask to be subscribed to the ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update. 
 
If you have any suggestions on how to improve this update or other communications between Fairfax County and 
the business/nonprofit community, please contact Merni Fitzgerald, Director of the Fairfax County Office of Public 
Affairs, at 703-324-3187, TTY 711, or by e-mail at merni.fitzgerald@fairfaxcounty.gov. 


