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ITEMS OF INTEREST FOR ESF 15 

 

Helping Those Impacted by the Earthquake in 

Nepal 

On April 25, a magnitude 7.8 earthquake struck Nepal 

with devastating force unseen by the country since 

1934. In the wake of the devastation, the Corporation 

for National & Community Service (CNCS) -- 
http://www.nationalservice.gov/ -- indicates tens of 

thousands of people are reportedly seeking shelter, 

and aftershocks are hindering rescue efforts. The most 

effective way to assist in the disaster relief efforts is 

by making monetary contributions to reputable relief 

organizations. Visit the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID) at 
www.usaid.gov/nepal-earthquake for a list of non-

governmental organizations that have issued appeals 

for donations. The list is provided by the Center for 

International Disaster Information (CIDI).  

Learn more about ways to help with relief efforts: 

www.usaid.gov/news-information/fact-sheets/how-

help-and-stay-informed-assistance-post-earthquake-

nepal . Earthquakes can also happen in the United States. Visit the America’s PrepareAthon! website at  
www.community.fema.gov/connect.ti/AmericasPrepareathon  to get information on earthquakes and other hazards 

visit www.community.fema.gov/connect.ti/AmericasPrepareathon/view?objectId=3229456.  

 

2015 National Preparedness Report Released 

FEMA and its partners have just released the 2015 National Preparedness Report (NPR). The NPR is an annual status 

report summarizing the nation’s progress toward reaching the 2011 National Preparedness Goal of a secure and 

resilient nation. This report marks the fourth iteration of the NPR. The 2015 NPR places particular emphasis on 

highlighting preparedness progress in implementing the National Planning Frameworks. The Frameworks describe 

how the whole community works together to achieve the goal. The report was developed to meet the requirements of 

Presidential Policy Directive 8/PPD-8: National Preparedness. PPD-8 is aimed at strengthening the security and 

resilience of the United States through systematic preparation for the threats and hazards that pose the greatest risk to 

the security of the Nation. The NPR also addresses several reporting requirements from the Post-Katrina Emergency 

Management Reform Act of 2006 (PKEMRA), including components of the Federal Preparedness Report and State 

Preparedness Report (SPR). The 2015 report identifies 43 key findings across the prevention, protection, mitigation, 

response and recovery mission areas, in addition to six key overarching findings: 

 Recent events, including the epidemic of Ebola virus disease, have highlighted challenges with coordinating 

the response to and recovery from complex incidents that do not receive Stafford Act declarations. 

 Businesses and public-private partnerships are increasingly incorporating emergency preparedness into 

technology platforms, such as Internet and social media tools and services. 

 Environmental Response/Health and Safety, Intelligence and Information Sharing, and Operational 

Coordination are additional core capabilities to sustain, which are capabilities in which the Nation has 

developed acceptable levels of performance for critical tasks, but which face potential performance declines 

if not maintained and updated to address new challenges. 

1A member of Virginia Task Force 1 searches rubil in 
Nepal. Picture from the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue 

Department blog. 
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 Cybersecurity, Housing, Infrastructure Systems, and Long-term Vulnerability Reduction remained national 

areas for improvement, and Economic Recovery re-emerged as an area for improvement from 2012 and 

2013. Access Control and Identity Verification is a newly identified national area for improvement. 

 Perspectives from states and territories on their current levels of preparedness were similar to previous years. 

All 10 core capabilities with the highest self-assessment results in 2012 and 2013 remained in the top-10 for 

2014; Cybersecurity continues to be the lowest-rated core capability in state and territory self-assessments. 

 While Federal departments and agencies individually assess progress for corrective actions identified during 

national-level exercises and real-world incidents, challenges remain to comprehensively assess corrective 

actions with broad implications across the Federal Government. 

The NPR presents a national perspective, highlighting the contributions to preparedness made by the whole 

community—namely, federal, state, local, tribal and territorial governments, the private and nonprofit sectors, faith-

based organizations, communities and individuals. The report also integrates data from the annual Threat and Hazard 

Identification and Risk Assessment process and State Preparedness Reports from the 56 states and territories. FEMA 

also conducted research to identify any recent independent evaluations, surveys and other data related to the core 

capabilities. 

For a copy of the full report go to https://www.fema.gov/national-preparedness-report  

Questions can be directed to FEMA at NPR@fema.dhs.gov  

For more information on national preparedness efforts, visit http://www.fema.gov/national-preparedness  

 

National Planning Frameworks: National Engagement Period 

FEMA’s National Integration Center (NIC) is soliciting public feedback for the update of the National Planning 

Frameworks. This National Engagement Period concludes at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, June 3. National Engagement 

provides an opportunity for interested parties to comment and provide feedback on the National Planning 

Frameworks. The National Planning Frameworks, which are part of the National Preparedness System, set the 

strategy and doctrine for building, sustaining and delivering the core capabilities identified in the National 

Preparedness Goal. They describe the coordinating structures and alignment of key roles and responsibilities for the 

whole community and are integrated to ensure interoperability across all mission areas. Over the next few weeks, the 

whole community will have the opportunity to support the update effort and submit their comments and ideas for 

consideration. This update of the National Planning Frameworks focuses on discrete, critical content revisions, and 

confirming edits as a result of comments received on the National Preparedness Goal. Additional changes in the 

current draft of the Frameworks are the result of the lessons from implementing the Frameworks and recent events, as 

well as the findings of the National Preparedness Report. To review the draft National Planning Frameworks, visit 

www.fema.gov/learn-about-presidential-policy-directive-8. To provide comments, complete the feedback form and 

submit to PPD8-Engagement@fema.dhs.gov. For more information on national preparedness efforts, visit 

www.fema.gov/national-preparedness.  Questions can be directed to FEMA’s NIC at: PPD8-

Engagement@fema.dhs.gov.  

 

Healthy and Safe Swimming 

Every day, two children less than 14 years old die from drowning. It is the leading cause of injury death for children 

1-4 years old. Keep swimmers safe in the water. 

 Make sure everyone knows how to swim. 

 Use life jackets appropriately. 

 Provide continuous, attentive supervision close to swimmers. 

 Know CPR. 

Prevent access to water when pool is not in use. 

 Install and maintain barriers like 4-sided fencing and weight-bearing pool covers. 

 Use locks/alarms for windows and doors. 

For more information, visit www.cdc.gov/HomeandRecreationalSafety/Water-Safety/waterinjuries-factsheet.html. 

 

TSA Travel Tips: Summer Travel 2015  

TSA screens nearly 2 million passengers each day at nearly 440 airports nationwide. During major holidays, 

including the Memorial Day travel period, TSA sees a spike in the number of passengers screened at airport 

https://www.fema.gov/national-preparedness-report
mailto:NPR@fema.dhs.gov
http://www.fema.gov/national-preparedness
http://www.fema.gov/learn-about-presidential-policy-directive-8
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http://www.fema.gov/national-preparedness
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checkpoints across the country. According to the AAA, airports and airlines anticipate 2.6 million air travelers 

nationwide during this holiday period, a 2.5 percent from 2014. Passenger preparedness can have a significant impact 

on wait times at security checkpoints nationwide. In order to help travelers prepare and plan ahead for the busy 

summer travel season, we’ve put together some travel tips that will help you glide through security. Here are some 

information on frequently asked liquid, aerosol and gel items: 

 Deodorant: Stick deodorant is not limited to 3.4 oz. or less, but gel or spray deodorant is.  

 Powdered Toothpaste: This is fine in both checked and carry-on bags and does not apply to the 3-1-1 rules.  

 Suntan and Sun Block Lotion: Lotions – both pump and aerosol - fall under the procedures that I mentioned 

above. Sun block sticks do not fall under this rule.  

 Beverages: Wine, liquor, beer, and all of your favorite beverages are permitted in your checked baggage. 

You can also bring beverages packaged in 3.4 oz. or less bottles in your carry-on bags in the baggie.  

 Gel Inserts for shoes are now permitted.  

 Foods: Items that should be placed in your checked bags or shipped include creamy dips and spreads 

(cheeses, peanut butter, dressing), jams, jellies, maple syrup, oils and vinegars, sauces and soups.   

http://blog.tsa.gov/2015/05/tsa-travel-tips-memorial-day-summer.html 

 

 
www.CapitalRegionUpdates.gov  

 

ISC Study Shows Decline in U.S. Cybersecurity Readiness 

A new ISC study indicates that the federal government’s efforts in recent years to bolster cybersecurity have seen 

little return on investment. Almost 50 percent of the 1,800 information security professionals surveyed in the U.S. 

said they believe their organization’s security posture over the last two years lack improvement and cited inadequate 

funding and scarcity of qualified professionals as among the reasons, ISC said this month. Dan Waddell, director of 

government affairs for National Capital Region at ISC, said the data suggests “a step back” in the federal 

government’s initiatives to further its security readiness and overall security posture. The study shows that 58 percent 

of respondents anticipate little cybersecurity funding from legislators and that only 15 percent of respondent 

organizations besides the federal government have so far enforced the National Institute of Standards and Technology 

cybersecurity framework.  

http://www.executivegov.com/2015/05/isc-study-shows-decline-in-us-cybersecurity-readiness-dan-waddell-

comments/ 
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PLANNING / PREPAREDNESS 

 

Hurricane Season Begins June 1 

The Atlantic hurricane season runs June 1 through Nov. 30.  Now is a good time to become familiar with the 

hurricane-related notifications (http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutgloss.shtml) issued by the National Weather Service 

(NWS), including watches and warnings. 

 Hurricane Watch:  An announcement that sustained winds of 74 mph or higher are possible within a specified 

area. Watches are issued 48 hours in advance of the anticipated onset of tropical storm force winds. During a 

watch, tune in to your NOAA Weather Radio, local radio, or television for information and conduct outside 

preparedness activities. You can use the America’s PrepareAthon! “How to Prepare for a Hurricane” guide 

for help with storm preparations. 

http://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1409003345844-

0e142725ea3984938c8c6748dd1598cb/How_To_Prepare_Guide_Hurricane.pdf  

 Hurricane Warning: An announcement that sustained winds of 74 mph or higher are expected within a 

specified area. Warnings are issued 36 hours in advance of the anticipated onset of tropical storm force 

winds. During a warning, complete storm preparations and immediately leave the threatened area if directed 

by local officials. 

Threats from hurricanes include high winds, heavy rainfall, tornadoes, coastal and inland flooding, and storm surge.  

According to NWS, storm surge produced by hurricanes is one of the greatest threats to life and property along the 

coast. To learn more about storm surge, visit the National Hurricane Center at http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/.  

 

 
 

Sixty Percent of Americans Not Practicing for Disaster 

A recent Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) survey found that nearly 60 percent of American adults 

have not practiced what to do in a disaster by participating in a disaster drill or preparedness exercise at work, school, 

or home in the past year. Further, only 39 percent of respondents have developed an emergency plan and discussed it 

with their household. This is despite the fact that 80 percent of Americans live in counties that have been hit with a 

weather-related disaster since 2007, as reported by the Washington Post. With the number and severity of weather-

related disasters on the rise, individuals, organizations and communities are encouraged to take action to prepare for 

specific hazards through group discussions, drills and exercises. There are several simple actions to stay safe before, 

during and after emergencies, such as: 

 Sign up for Fairfax Alerts and warnings and download weather apps to your smartphone. 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutgloss.shtml
http://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1409003345844-0e142725ea3984938c8c6748dd1598cb/How_To_Prepare_Guide_Hurricane.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1409003345844-0e142725ea3984938c8c6748dd1598cb/How_To_Prepare_Guide_Hurricane.pdf
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
http://www.ready.gov
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 Develop an emergency communication plan for your family. This will help you be in touch if a disaster 

strikes and family members are in different locations. 

 Collect important documents and keep them in a safe place. This will help you evacuate without delay and 

get back on track after the disaster passes. 

 Gather emergency supplies. Pack a “go bag” to evacuate quickly and have supplies in the home to be safe 

without water or power. 

Visit www.ready.gov/prepare for more information, and www.ReadyNOVA.org to complete a family emergency 

preparedness plan or a business emergency preparedness plan.  

 

Don’t Take the Bait on Phishing Scams 

More than 200 billion emails are sent and received worldwide each day. That represents a lot of opportunity for 

phishing scams, in which scammers distribute emails that appear to come from legitimate organizations or 

individuals and try to entice the recipient into clicking on malicious links or attachments. Spear-phishing is a more 

targeted type of phishing in which a specific organization or person is the target. The typical goal of phishing attacks 

is to get the victim to give up sensitive information such as a Social Security number or financial information. 

Phishing is also used as a way for attackers to get inside an organization’s network for cyber espionage or other 

malicious activity.  Scammers will use spoofed email addresses, phony websites with legitimate logos, or phone 

numbers to fake customer service centers operated by the scammers. Last year phishing attacks cost organizations 

$4.5 billion in losses. 

http://msisac.cisecurity.org/newsletters/2015-05.cfm 

 

U.S. Coast Guard Mobile App 

As the nation's recreational boating safety coordinator, the Coast Guard works to minimize loss of life, personal 

injury, property damage, and environmental harm. Our boating safety program involves public education programs, 

regulation of boat design and construction, approval of boating safety equipment, and vessel safety checks for 

compliance with federal and state safety 

requirements. The Coast Guard Mobile 

App supports these missions by providing 

the essential services and information most 

commonly requested by boaters.  Features 

of the app include: state boating 

information; a safety equipment checklist; 

free boating safety check requests; 

navigation rules; float plans; and calling 

features to report pollution or suspicious 

activity. When location services are 

enabled, users can receive the latest 

weather reports from the closest National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

weather buoys as well as report the location of a hazard on the water. The app also features an Emergency Assistance 

button which, with locations services enabled, will call the closest Coast Guard command center.  The Boating Safety 

Mobile app was not designed to replace a boater's marine VHF radio, which the Coast Guard strongly recommends 

all boaters have aboard their vessels. The app was mainly designed to provide additional boating safety resources for 

mobile device users. The app is self-contained, so personal information is stored on the phone and is not sent to the 

Coast Guard unless the user chooses to send it. The Coast Guard does not track a user's location, and the app does not 

track a user's location unless the app is being used. 

http://www.uscg.mil/mobile/ 

 

Organizational Risks Are on the Rise: PwC Survey  

According to a new report from PwC US, “Risk in Review: Decoding Uncertainty, Delivering Value,” 73 percent of 

executives feel that risks to their companies are on the rise; but the survey also reveals that companies are generally 

not meeting these increased risks with improved risk management. In fact, only 12 percent of responding companies 

http://www.ready.gov/prepare
http://www.readynova.org/
http://msisac.cisecurity.org/newsletters/2015-05.cfm
http://www.uscg.mil/mobile/
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demonstrated qualities that marked them as true risk management leaders. According to the report, which draws on a 

survey of more than 1,200 senior executives and board members, companies that lead in risk management take a 

holistic view of risk and involve risk management in the business at a strategic level. Instead of seeing risk 

management as slowing their business, these companies view it as an enabler of performance and growth; and they 

have the numbers to back that up. Over the past three years, 55 percent of risk management leaders recorded 

increased profit margins, and 41 percent achieved an annual profit margin of more than 10 percent. 

http://www.continuitycentral.com/index.php/news/erm-news/169-news7606 

 

Six Ways to Stay Safe and Healthy this Hurricane Season 

Coming through a storm safe, healthy and able to recover fast means being ready before the storm. Anticipating 

hurricanes can help you and your loved ones stay safe and healthy, keep your family together, and help you cope with 

the stress of disaster. National Hurricane Preparedness Week (May 24-30) was the perfect time to get ahead of the 

storm and take action. But if you didn’t use the week to prepare, there’s still time. Here are six ways you can get 

started: 

1. Refresh your emergency kit and plan:  Life changes pretty quickly – make sure your preparedness kit and 

plan are keeping up with your family’s changing needs and schedules. Replace any items that are expired or 

no longer needed. Check out these resources to help you and your family and friends plan together. Run a 

drill to be sure your family knows what to do. 

2. Remember your pets: Pets need a plan, too! Getting your pet microchipped, having a grab-and-go kit and 

including your pet in your plans are all important parts of pet preparedness.  Also, remember that many 

emergency shelters don’t accept pets. Check out FEMA’s “Guidelines for Pets” to help you plan. 

3. Know your exits: If a hurricane strikes, you may need to evacuate.  Take time now to learn the evacuation 

routes where you live, work and play. Get to know your state and local emergency management agencies; 

they’ll have information to help you make smart choices. Find out how they’ll communicate with the 

community – emergency alert systems, cable TV, Facebook, Twitter – and sign up for or follow their 

emergency alerts.  

4. Be smart. Be safe: Hurricane disasters often lead us to use potentially dangerous equipment. Every year, 

more than 400 people die from accidental carbon monoxide poisoning and about 36,000 people are treated in 

hospital emergency rooms for injuries from the unsafe use of chainsaws.  

5. Plan to cope: Disasters are stressful. Coping can be difficult, as can recognizing when the people around you 

need help coping. Discover how to recognize the common reactions to stress and how to cope. Remember 

that children show signs of stress differently than adults; learn about these unique signs and how to help. 

6. Plan for your medical needs: If you take medication regularly, have extra supplies and a copy of the 

prescription in a water-proof bag, ready to evacuate with you. If you rely on durable medical equipment, such 

as oxygen concentrators, ventilators or intravenous infusion pumps, learn about your system’s battery backup 

and fully charge it before the storm. If you rely on dialysis, talk with your nephrologist and dialysis facility 

about having a treatment early, and learn about a renal diet, alternate care facilities and other important 

considerations. If you are unsure how to plan for your health condition, talk with your doctor. 

Taking action today to be ready, putting the tools and plans in place now, brings peace of mind that you, your family 

and friends can weather the storm as safe and healthy as possible. Learn more at www.PHE.gov/hurricanes.  

http://www.hhs.gov/blog/2015/05/22/6-ways-stay-safe-and-healthy-hurricane-season.html 

 

Emergency Alerts (Fairfax Alerts) – In the Know, On the Go 

Get emergency alerts by email, as well as by text or pager. Sign up at 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts.  

You Choose the Type of Alerts 

 Pick the types of weather alerts you wish to receive, along with traffic and 

public safety alerts.  

 Create a “do not disturb” timeframe when you don’t want to receive weather 

alerts.  

 Learn about county government non-emergency notices such as taxes and 

elections.  

http://www.continuitycentral.com/index.php/news/erm-news/169-news7606
http://www.phe.gov/hurricanes
http://www.hhs.gov/blog/2015/05/22/6-ways-stay-safe-and-healthy-hurricane-season.html
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts
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Alerts for Many Different Devices 

 Choose up to 10 delivery methods like home phone, cell phone, email, text messaging and more.  

 Manage your Fairfax Alerts profile from your phone by downloading the iPhone or Android app.  

 Mobile app allows for two-way conversations with emergency managers and does not use text messaging 

service. 

Alerts for Your Locations 

 Customize your Fairfax Alerts with up to five addresses, i.e., school, work and home.  

 Get geo-targeted weather alerts based on the addresses you define.  

 Weather advisories for you, your family, home, business, school, child care and more. 

If we can’t reach you, we can’t alert you. Sign up for free emergency alerts today at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts.  

 

 

 
www.ReadyNOVA.org 

 

MEDIA ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

 

What Will the Weather Bring? Searching for Solutions to 

Disaster Preparedness 

Now, more than ever before, it is imperative that Americans 

come together to address weather-related disasters. From 1980-

2010, there was an average of three to four weather events per 

year that caused at least $1 billion in damages. As the price tag 

for federal emergency relief packages continues to grow, more 

and more bipartisan support will continue for investing in 

planning and preparedness ahead of the next storm or wildfire 

season. In the last Congress bills like the Strengthening The 

Resilience of Our Nation on the Ground (STRONG) Act and the Preparedness and Risk Management for Extreme 

Weather Patterns Assuring Resilience (PREPARE) Act, enjoyed co-sponsorship from members of both parties. 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/brett-jenks/what-will-the-weather-bri_b_7207838.html 

 

Cloud Security Policy Challenges for Enterprises 

Earlier this year, a survey by Ponemon Institute showed that 36 percent of the businesses surveyed didn’t have a 

centralized cloud security policy in place; and 45% said they didn’t enforce employee use of private clouds. The 

problem is that those types of contrasts can lead to improper (or worse - malicious) cloud usage and potentially 

catastrophic security or regulatory incidents. The bottom line is that organizational leaders must understand and 

protect the data that is most valuable to the organization. Policy isn’t easy, nor is it fun; but policy creation such as 

this is an essential step to creating a framework of layers that defend against the threats that represent the largest 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts
http://www.readynova.org/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/brett-jenks/what-will-the-weather-bri_b_7207838.html
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amount of risk.  

http://www.securityweek.com/ten-questions-every-business-should-ask-developing-cloud-security-policy 

 

When Hurricanes Form, These Guys Head for the Eye 

David Pirie is a technical sergeant in the U.S. Air Force, and part of the crew of a "Hurricane Hunter, “one of the 

snub-nose C-130 cargo planes the Air Force has retrofitted to fly into storms to gather data. The thing Pirie drops out 

the belly of the massive plane is tiny – about the size of a mailing tube; however, the information it gathers from 

hurricanes is huge.  

http://hamptonroads.com/2015/05/when-hurricanes-form-these-guys-head-eye 

 

Hepatitis C Infections Soaring, Fueled by Prescription Painkiller Abuse 

Rates of hepatitis C are soaring, largely driven by an epidemic of prescription painkiller abuse, a new report shows. 

The incidence of acute hepatitis C infections among young people in rural areas of four Appalachian states more than 

tripled from 2006 to 2012, according to a report released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. New 

hepatitis cases among people age 30 and younger rose from 1.25 per 100,000 in 2006 people to 4 per 100,000 in 2012 

in Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia, states known to have high rates of hepatitis C. About 73 

percent of those hepatitis C patients said they injected drugs, which can spread the virus when people share needles, 

said John Ward, director of viral hepatitis prevention at the CDC, who called the rising infection rates "staggering." 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2015/05/07/drug-use-increases-hepatitis/70907318/ 

 

Keeping Score with the University of Maryland’s Disaster Resource Center 

More than 40 resilience experts from government, industry and academia put their heads together in mid-April for a 

two-day workshop at the University of Maryland Center for Disaster Resilience, with the goal of developing a 

national resilience scorecard. Sponsored by the Department of Homeland Security, Science and Technology, the 

workshop featured representatives from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) and others, who assessed the nation’s disaster health and vulnerability. Organizers hope 

that a scorecard will drive public interest and foster change 

http://www.disaster-resource.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2536 

 

U.S. Isn’t Prepared for a Disease Outbreak, Says Public Health Expert 

Public health experts told a St. Cloud, Minn., audience that Stearns County is at the epicenter of a major infectious 

disease outbreak that's evidence of how unprepared the world is to deal with a global pandemic. Global disease has 

changed, because the world has changed. While the population has grown to more than 7 billion people, the amount 

of time it takes to circumnavigate the globe has shrunken in the last 150 years from about a year to a day. Planes, 

ships and people are constantly moving from country to country, carrying diseases with them. 

http://www.emergencymgmt.com/health/US-Isnt-Prepared-Disease-Outbreak.html 

 

FLU / EBOLA 

 

Liberia Declared Ebola-free as Panel Reviews WHO Response 

In a May 9 statement, the WHO declared Liberia free of Ebola, as the country passed the 42-day mark since the last 

lab-confirmed case was buried. It said Liberia’s interruption of Ebola transmission is a “monumental achievement,” 

given that it reported the highest number of deaths in the biggest, longest, most complex outbreak since the virus 

emerged in 1976. Forty-two days represent two incubation periods for the virus. During the country's transmission 

peak last August and September, Liberia saw some of the outbreak's most tragic scenes, including overflowing 

treatment centers that were turning away patients and uncollected bodies that piled up on city streets, the WHO said. 

It added that although the country’s capital, Monrovia, was hardest hit, all 15 of the country's counties reported cases, 

and health officials worried that Ebola might become endemic in Liberia. The WHO praised the determination of 

Liberia’s government and its people, the heroic work of local and international health teams, as well as international 

http://www.securityweek.com/ten-questions-every-business-should-ask-developing-cloud-security-policy
http://hamptonroads.com/2015/05/when-hurricanes-form-these-guys-head-eye
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2015/05/07/drug-use-increases-hepatitis/70907318/
http://www.disaster-resource.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2536
http://www.emergencymgmt.com/health/US-Isnt-Prepared-Disease-Outbreak.html
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assistance that came in when case growth was exponential, in driving cases down to zero. 

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2015/05/liberia-declared-ebola-free-panel-reviews-who-response 

 

Liberia Declared Free of Ebola But Officials Warn Against Complacency 

Liberia, one of the countries hardest hit by the deadly Ebola outbreak, has been declared Ebola-free by the World 

Health Organization. President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf marked the “monumental achievement” in a public ceremony 

mid-May in the capital of Monrovia. During the 14-month outbreak, more than 4,700 Liberians died after being 

infected with the Ebola virus. The country has a population of about four million. The last death was on March 27. 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/liberia-declared-free-of-ebola-but-officials-warn-against-

complacency/article24359816/ 

 

Halting Response to the Four Ebola cases in U.S. Valuable in Preparations for Bioterror Attacks 

The Ebola outbreak in West Africa has killed at least 10,000 people to date. There were only four Ebola diagnoses in 

the United States, one of which resulted in a death, but many public health officials say the U.S. response to in-

country cases is a lesson on how government can prepare for a bioterror attack. Experts warn, though, that the United 

States is only prepared to confront a fraction of the fifteen potential biological agents that could be released in an 

attack, adding that many U.S. cities would be left scrambling to respond. 

http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20150505-halting-response-to-the-4-ebola-cases-in-u-s-valuable-in-

preparations-for-bioterror-attacks 

 

Indianapolis Man Describes Life on the Front Lines, Fighting Ebola 

Justin Mast, a nurse and emergency preparedness specialist with the MESH Coalition in Indianapolis, recently 

returned from a six week stint in Sierra Leone as an Ebola relief worker. Mast provided care at an Ebola Treatment 

Unit established by the Sierra Leone Ministry of Health in collaboration with Partners in Health, a global health relief 

organization. In this story, Mast describes his decision to volunteer and the challenges of providing care in disease-

torn West Africa. 

http://www.indystar.com/story/news/2015/05/03/indy-man-describes-life-front-lines-fighting-ebola/26846967/ 

 

Judge Questions Hospital Company’s Motive in Ebola Nurse’s Lawsuit  

A judge says documents that weren’t turned over to nurse Nina Pham’s attorneys could be damaging to the company 

Pham is suing after she contracted Ebola. In a hearing earlier this month, state District Judge Martin Hoffman said 

that if the documents had been improperly withheld by Texas Health Resources or its insurance company, he could 

impose sanctions. During the hearing, the judge extended a restraining order to prevent the companies from pursuing 

a workers’ compensation claim with the state. Pham’s attorneys have said that claim is an attempt to kill their lawsuit 

against the company, which owns Texas Health Presbyterian of Dallas. Because of the way workers’ compensation 

claims are structured in Texas, Pham’s lawsuit would effectively be quashed if Texas Health Resources is determined 

to be a co-employer. 

http://www.dallasnews.com/news/metro/20150518-judge-questions-hospital-companys-motive-in-ebola-lawsuit.ece 

 

After Ebola, WHO Launches New Outbreak Workforce 

The 68th World Health Assembly opened in Geneva this month with a one-two punch: An opening address by 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, declaring the need for a major reform of the World Health Organization (WHO), 

and a speech by WHO Director General Margaret Chan saying that such a reform is under way. This is no mere 

bureaucratic reshuffle; it means a dramatic and overdue change in the whole global health system, triggered by an 

Ebola outbreak in West African countries with almost no health system at all. Proposed reforms include an 

independent rapid-response outbreak team, an emergency fund, detailed performance metrics and new powers to 

pressure governments into action. The implications for Canada are likely to be as momentous as for the rest of the 

world. 

http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2015/05/20/After-Ebola-WHO/ 

 

Coal Giant Exploited Ebola Crisis for Corporate Gain, Say Health Experts  

Public health experts involved in the response to the Ebola crisis have condemned what they described as a ludicrous, 

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2015/05/liberia-declared-ebola-free-panel-reviews-who-response
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/liberia-declared-free-of-ebola-but-officials-warn-against-complacency/article24359816/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/liberia-declared-free-of-ebola-but-officials-warn-against-complacency/article24359816/
http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20150505-halting-response-to-the-4-ebola-cases-in-u-s-valuable-in-preparations-for-bioterror-attacks
http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20150505-halting-response-to-the-4-ebola-cases-in-u-s-valuable-in-preparations-for-bioterror-attacks
http://www.indystar.com/story/news/2015/05/03/indy-man-describes-life-front-lines-fighting-ebola/26846967/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/metro/20150518-judge-questions-hospital-companys-motive-in-ebola-lawsuit.ece
http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2015/05/20/After-Ebola-WHO/
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insulting and opportunistic attempt to exploit the disease for corporate gain by the world’s largest privately-held coal 

company. As part of a PR offensive to rebrand coal as a “21st-century fuel” that can help solve global poverty, it has 

emerged that at the height of Ebola’s impact in Africa, Peabody Energy promoted its product as an answer to Africa’s 

devastating public health crisis. The World Health Organization believes nearly 27,000 people contracted Ebola in an 

outbreak of the virus in West Africa last year, and more than 11,000 died – although the international agency believes 

that is probably an underestimate. Public health experts who were involved in fighting the spread of Ebola were 

outraged at Peabody’s suggestion that expanding energy access with coal generation could have hindered the spread 

of Ebola and helped with the distribution of a vaccine – especially as there is no approved vaccine against the disease. 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/may/19/peabody-energy-exploited-ebola-crisis-for-corporate-gain-

say-health-experts 

 

Bird Flu Is Slamming Factory Farms But Sparing Backyard Flocks. Why? 

The Midwest’s ongoing avian flu crisis is wreaking havoc on the region’s large-scale egg and turkey farms. Earlier 

this month, the US Department of Agriculture confirmed that the virus had turned up in more than 20 additional 

facilities in the region, condemning 4 million birds to 

euthanasia. Altogether, the H5N2 virus — “highly 

pathogenic” to birds, so far non-threatening to humans — 

has affected 168 sites and a jaw-dropping 36 million 

birds, the great bulk of them in Iowa and surrounding 

states. It’s the largest avian flu outbreak in U.S. history — 

and it has already wiped out 40 percent of the egg-laying 

flock h Iowa, the number-one egg-producing state in the 

U.S., according to The New York Times. But it’s largely 

leaving backyard flocks unscathed. Why? 

http://www.motherjones.com/tom-

philpott/2015/05/ongoing-bird-flu-crisis-stumps-experts 

 

Bird Flu Epidemic Hits 35 Countries Since Early 2014 

More than 35 countries have been hit in a surge in bird flu 

outbreaks since early last year, killing tens of millions of 

poultry, that according to the World Organization for 

Animal Health (OIE). U.S. poultry and egg producers 

have been grappling with a record outbreak of avian flu, 

mainly the H5N2 strain, that has led to the culling of more 

than 33 million birds since December last year and is now 

threatening supplies. Highly pathogenic H5N8, which like H5N2 has not been found in humans, was also reported in 

a few U.S. states, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The H5N8 strain was discovered early last year in 

Korea and China, and reached Japan soon afterwards. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/05/19/health-birdflu-oie-idUSL5N0YA21I20150519 

 

Deadly Bird Flu Spreading: Nebraska Declares State of Emergency 

Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts declared a state of emergency earlier this month after poultry at a second farm in 

the state tested positive for Avian flu. Governors in Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa have also recently declared 

emergencies in response to the outbreak that has led to the culling of over 33 million birds in the United States. No 

cases of human infection have been reported; health experts say the risk to human health is low.  

http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/05/14/us-health-birdflu-usa-idUSKBN0NZ29S20150514 

 

SLU Selected to Work on Universal Flu Vaccine Project 

Supported by a federal contract, Saint Louis University will study a concept for a universal flu vaccine that is 

designed to protect people from influenza pandemics that could turn deadly as well as seasonal flu caused by the 

influenza A virus. The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), which is part of the National 

Institutes of Health, selected SLU to work on the flu vaccine project, which has a total funding of $1.1 million. 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/may/19/peabody-energy-exploited-ebola-crisis-for-corporate-gain-say-health-experts
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/may/19/peabody-energy-exploited-ebola-crisis-for-corporate-gain-say-health-experts
http://www.motherjones.com/tom-philpott/2015/05/ongoing-bird-flu-crisis-stumps-experts
http://www.motherjones.com/tom-philpott/2015/05/ongoing-bird-flu-crisis-stumps-experts
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/05/19/health-birdflu-oie-idUSL5N0YA21I20150519
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/05/14/us-health-birdflu-usa-idUSKBN0NZ29S20150514
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http://www.news-medical.net/news/20150429/SLU-selected-to-work-on-universal-flu-vaccine-project.aspx 

 

Fairfax County Pandemic Flu Preparedness 

Be sure to visit the county’s flu Web page for information and news on flu and flu preparedness. 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/flu 

 

TRAININGS / EXERCISES / CONFERENCES 

 

GEOspatial INTelligence (GEOINT) Symposium 2015 

June 22-25; Washington, D.C. 

The 2015 GEOINT Symposium is the preeminent event for defense, intelligence, and homeland security 

communities. This event features keynote speakers, panel discussions, and breakout sessions that provide attendees 

with unique opportunities to learn from leading experts, share best practices, and uncover the latest developments 

from government, military, and private sector leaders. 

http://geoint2015.com/ 

 

Biodefense World Summit 

June 22-26; Bethesda, Md. 

This international meeting brings together Biodetection Technologies: Biothreat and Pathogen Detection, 

Biodetection Technologies: Point-of-Care for Biodefense, and Biosurveillance Integration: Integrated Management of 

Threats to Public Health & Safety to present the latest research within the pathogen detection, point-of-care and 

integrated threat response communities. 

http://www.biodefenseworldsummit.com/  

 

Getting it Right! Workshop 

July 31; Hilton Arlington, Va. 

Portlight Strategies Inc. and the Virginia Department of Emergency Management present the Getting It Right! 

Workshop. This workshop will provide tools and information to emergency managers, lawyers, disability 

organizations and stakeholders as well as advocates who want to improve resources and services of older Virginians, 

Virginians with disabilities and their families. This workshop will encourage facilitation of facilitate full integration 

and inclusion in all aspects of emergency preparedness and response. We will also help you understand how to be in 

full compliance to avoid litigation. The speakers include representatives from FEMA, the American Red Cross, 

disability stakeholder organizations, and those involved in the recent litigation of the Brooklyn Center for 

Independence of the Disabled v. City of New York. The workshop is free and will include lunch, snacks and all 

workshop materials to attendees. To register go to http://www.portlight.org/page.html.  

 

Defense Strategies Institute (DSI) Cyber Security for National Defense Symposium 

Aug. 4-5; Alexandria, Va. 

The Cyber Security for National Defense Symposium offers educational and training “town hall” forum. The 

symposium focuses on increasing the security and resilience of the nation's critical networks, which operate freely in 

the cyber domain, and protecting infrastructure in support of national defense and homeland security. 

http://cybersecurity.dsigroup.org/ 

 

APCO 2015 Conference & Expo 

Aug. 16-19; Washington, D.C. 

The Association of Public-safety Communications Officials (APCO) annual conference will bring together leading 

public safety communications professionals from all across the United States. This year's theme is “Explore, Inspire, 

Achieve.” 

http://www.apco2015.org/ 
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2016 Fire and Rescue Conference (Call for Presentations) 

Feb. 24-28, 2016; Virginia Beach, Va. 

The Virginia Fire Chiefs Association has put out a call for anyone who might be interested in being a presenter at the 

2016 Fire and Rescue Conference which will be held on Feb. 24-28, 2016 at the Virginia Beach Convention Center. 

Presentation subject matter can include, but is not limited to, strategy and tactics, leadership, management, safety and 

health, hazmat, EMS, ICS, new initiatives/concepts/trends, case studies, etc. The due date to submit a proposal to be a 

presenter is June 1, 2015. The proposal application can be found online at  
http://www.vaemergency.gov/webfm_send/1051/VaFireRescueConfCallforPresentations.pdf.  

 

National Capital Region Homeland Security Events 

http://www.mwcog.org/committee/committee/events_homeland.asp?COMMITTEE_ID=134 

 

Virginia Emergency Management Courses 

http://www.vaemergency.com 

 

FEMA Independent Study Courses 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/ 

 

American Red Cross Disaster Services Training 

http://www.redcrossnca.org/Online/disaster_registration.php 

 

 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/outreach/newsletter.htm 

 

 

LINKS 

 

Fairfax County Web Resources 

 Fairfax County Emergency Information Blog - www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/blog  

 Fairfax County Emergency Information Web page - www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/ 

 Fairfax County CERT - http://fairfaxcountycert.blogspot.com/ 

 Fairfax County Citizen Corps Web Page - www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps/ 

 Fairfax County Citizen Corps Blog - http://citizencorps.blogspot.com/ 

Additional Web Resources 

 Capital Region Updates - www.CapitalRegionUpdates.gov  

 Virginia Citizen Corps - www.vaemergency.com/citcorps/index.cfm 

 

DHS Science & Technology Directorate Newsletter 

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Science & Technology Directorate has a free newsletter, “S&T 

Snapshots,” featuring stories about current research projects and opportunities with laboratories, universities, 

government agencies, and the private sector. The newsletter is produced monthly by the DHS Science and 

Technology Directorate in partnership with the Homeland Security Institute, a Studies and Analysis Federally Funded 

Research and Development Center. 

http://www.homelandsecurity.org/snapshots/ 
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http://citizencorps.blogspot.com/
http://www.capitalregionupdates.gov/
http://www.vaemergency.com/citcorps/index.cfm
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ESF 15 Contact Information 
Tony Castrilli, Director 

Fairfax County Office of Public Affairs 

12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 551    Fairfax, Va.  22035-0065 

Tel: 703-324-3187      Direct: 703-324-3189 

E-mail: Tony Castrilli 
Web site: www.fairfaxcounty.gov 

Emergency Information: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency 

 

To Unsubscribe: 

E-mail publicaffairs@fairfaxcounty.gov with “Remove from ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update” 

in the subject line and you will be immediately removed from the distribution list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report (OSIR) 

The Department of Homeland Security provides a Web-based “Daily OSIR,” which is posted on the DHS public 

Web site. Accessing the report via the Web enables readers to retrieve the current Daily Report as well as 10 days of 

archived DHS Daily Reports. Once you arrive at the Web page you will find the most recent Daily OSIR at the top of 

the page, under the title “Current Report.” This report is posted each morning, except for weekends and holidays. 

Simply click on the title “DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report.” This will launch the current days report in 

PDF format. You can submit content comments or make suggestions by contacting the DHS Daily Report Team by 

telephone at 202-312-3421 or by e-mail at NICCReports@dhs.gov. You can access the Daily OSIR 

at:  http://www.dhs.gov/files/programs/editorial_0542.shtm.  

 

Fairfax County Government Emergency Information Line 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/opa/infoline.htm 

 

Emergency Management Magazine 

http://www.govtech.com/em/toc.php 

 

FEMA Private Sector 

http://www.fema.gov/privatesector/ 
 

In accordance with NIMS – the National Incident Management System – the Fairfax County Emergency Operations 
Plan states that Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) is led by the Office of Public Affairs. This ESF 15 
Business/Nonprofit Update is part of the county's outreach efforts for our business and nonprofit partners as a way 
to provide information about the county’s ESF 15, Homeland Security and emergency management. 
 
Please forward this ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update to other contacts you have inside or outside your 
organization. Should someone you know like to be added to our distribution list, have them send an e-mail to 
jim.person@fairfaxcounty.gov and ask to be subscribed to the ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update. 
 
If you have any suggestions on how to improve this update or other communications between Fairfax County and 
the business/nonprofit community, contact Tony Castrilli, Director of the Fairfax County Office of Public Affairs, at 
703-324-3187, TTY 711, or by e-mail at anthony.castrilli@fairfaxcounty.gov.  
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