
The ESF 15 Business / Nonprofit Update is designed to provide information about Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) 

along with news articles and informational updates relating to Homeland Security and emergency management to ESF 15 partners. 

Inclusion of any resource, information or Web link is not an endorsement of the product, service or organization. The ESF 15 Business / 

Nonprofit Update is produced by Fairfax County’s Office of Public Affairs – the lead agency for ESF 15. 

 

ESF 15 Business / Nonprofit Update 
Produced by Emergency Support Function 15 – External Affairs 

September 2014 

ITEMS OF INTEREST FOR ESF 15 

 

Survey: More People Trust Google Than The U.S. Government 

According to a new survey from privacy management tool MyLife, more people trust Google than the U.S. 

government with their personal information. The company conducted four separate Google surveys (each with 1,000 

respondents) earlier this month. The question asked was: “Do or would you trust [organization_name] with your 

information?” Each survey asked about a single entity: Facebook, Google, LinkedIn and the government. Google was 

the “most trusted” and Facebook the least trusted — although no entity scored better than 50 percent. 

http://marketingland.com/survey-people-trust-google-us-govt-98002 

 

From Awareness to Action: Making It Easier for Families to Prepare for a Disaster 

By Craig Fugate, FEMA Administrator 

Several weeks ago, FEMA shared research about the state of family preparedness in America. The good news is that 

a large number of American families are aware of the importance of preparing for emergencies. The bad news is that 

awareness doesn't always translate into action. In fact, roughly half of all Americans have not discussed, or developed 

an emergency plan with their family about where to go and what to do in the event of a local disaster. That’s just not 

good enough.  During National Preparedness Month, FEMA, in coordination with partners all across the country, is 

asking everyone to take one simple, free step toward being prepared during an emergency like a hurricane, tornado, 

or earthquake: Make a family communications plan.  Why does this matter?  

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/craig-fugate/from-awareness-to-action_b_5804074.html 

 

 
 

 

2014 Disaster Report Card from Save the Children 

Save the Children's annual evaluation of efforts to prepare to protect U.S. children during disasters reveals that 21 

states and the District of Columbia still do not require adequate emergency preparedness planning of schools or child 

care providers. Meanwhile, 69 percent of parents in those states mistakenly believe that protections are in place. 

More than 40 percent of parents say they would not know where to reunite with their child if their school or child 

care center were evacuated. The report includes an interactive map that summarizes status of the National 

Commission on Children in Disasters’ four minimum child protection standards by state. 

http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.8777053/k.F31D/Get_Ready_Get_Safe_Disaster_Report_

Card.htm 
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Parents Don’t Take Necessary Preparedness Measures, Report Says 

Save the Children poll suggests that parents aren’t engaged enough in disaster preparedness and states are lacking in 

minimum standards. Although 74 percent of parents with a kid in school or child care believe the federal government 

is not adequately prepared to protect their 

children from a disaster, most of those parents 

haven’t spent much time on preparedness 

themselves, according to Save the Children’s 

2014 disaster report card, “What are You 

Waiting For?” Save the Children polled 1,012 

parents of children under 18 and found that the 

parents spent about five hours, on average, 

organizing back-to-school supplies over the 

summer but spent an hour or less over the past 

year on emergency planning. And 49 percent 

said they don’t feel very prepared to protect 

their children from a disaster, although 66 percent said they were somewhat concerned about the risk their kids face 

while at school. 

http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/Parents-Dont-Take-Necessary-Preparedness-Measures-Report-Says.html 

 

Officials Offer Advice on Responding to Emergencies  

While well-publicized applications can help cities respond to emergencies, it is just as important to build and 

maintain the back-end computer systems, advises Rafael Mena, chief information officer of Orange County, Fla. In 

this piece, Mena and other officials give tips gleaned from crises, such as getting all important decision makers 

together in the same room during an emergency. Justin Holmes, who oversees Boston’s phone hotline and mobile 

apps, advises launching social media sites before a crisis so the audience is familiar and engaged with the technology 

when an emergency occurs.  

http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/Hard-Won-Experience-Lessons-from-Americas-Biggest-Disasters-and-

Emergencies.html 

 

 
 

Considerations for Social Sharing and Reporting in an Emergency 

Using social media to report and discuss an incident has become a common activity, as seen following crises such as 

the Boston Marathon bombing in 2013, the Kenya mall attacks in 2013, the London riots in 2011, the mass shooting 

at Virginia Tech in 2007 and numerous others. The desire to share and discuss news items was once again seen on 

social networking sites following the crash of Malaysia Airlines MH17 on July 17, 2014. While the events were 

occurring and reported through social media, many of us followed the events on Twitter and other social media 

networks, before they were officially confirmed by governments or concerned authorities ... While these practices 

have been immediately condemned by some of their fellow social media users, and some journalists have since 

apologized for their conduct, it is necessary to consider the ethical issues of such social media’s activities as they 

arose in this case.  Over the last two years, members of the Ethical, Legal and Social Issues (ELSI) Information 

Systems for Crisis Response and Management (ISCRAM) working group, and the ISCRAM community, have taken 

steps to highlight some of the ethical, legal and social issues of the use of social media in an emergency. Such issues 

range from privacy issues relating to anonymity and transparency, the consequences of vigilante activity online, to 

http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/Parents-Dont-Take-Necessary-Preparedness-Measures-Report-Says.html
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the erosion of basic rights such as freedom of speech, associations and movement. In the case of Malaysia Airlines 

flight MH17, the use of Twitter following the crash demonstrates, the little regard, by some, for the privacy of those 

who tragically died, and consequently their wider social networks, including family and friends.  

http://www.emergencymgmt.com/training/Flight-MH17-Considerations-Social-Sharing-Reporting.html 

 

 
www.CapitalRegionUpdates.gov  

 

Weather Advisories are Changing for Some D.C. and Baltimore Area Counties 

If you live in Washington, D.C.’s or Baltimore’s northern or western suburbs, you know that winter weather can 

differ dramatically from northwest to southeast within the same county. Capital Weather Gang reports that with that 

variation in mind, the National Weather Service will subdivide several counties – Loudoun, Montgomery, Howard 

and Harford – for the purpose of “long-duration” watches, warnings and advisories beginning Dec. 3. Learn more 

from the National Weather Service at http://www.weather.gov/lwx/ZoneSplits2014.  To put it simply, it means the 

Weather Service will now have the option to issue a watch, warning or advisory for only the northwest or southeast 

portion of the county, rather than having to include the entire county. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2014/09/22/weather-advisories-are-changing-for-

some-d-c-and-baltimore-area-counties/ 

 

Fairfax County to host World Police and Fire Games 

With the opening ceremony less than a year away, Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe and officials from Fairfax County 

recently announced the countdown to the 2015 World Police and Fire Games June 25-July 5, 2015. “The 2015 

Games promise to deliver a lifetime of 

memories with celebrations and festivities 

worthy of the event’s 30th anniversary,” said 

2nd Lt. Bruce Blechl, Fairfax County Police 

Department and executive director of Fairfax 

2015. “To be able to celebrate the 4th of July 

alongside the 75th anniversary of the Fairfax 

County Police Department will be 

phenomenal.” The World Police and Fire 

Games began in 1985 as a biennial sporting 

event that offers international firefighters, police, customs and corrections officers a chance to showcase their athletic 

skills and represent their countries in a competitive arena. The games strive to inspire, celebrate and honor public 

safety officials and have been hosted in a variety of locations worldwide. 

http://www.naco.org/newsroom/countynews/Current%20Issue/9-22-2014/Pages/Fairfax-County,-Va--to-host-World-

Police-and-Fire-Games.aspx 

 

Tots Offer Tips for Emergency Preparedness 

They may be still be in diapers, but the winners of APHA’s “Tips from Tots Photo Contest,” sponsored by its Get 

Ready campaign, are sharing sage advice about emergency preparedness. This year’s contest drew hundreds of 

adorable submissions, but ultimately 16 lucky babies were chosen to be featured in the 2015 Get Ready Calendar. 

Each month features a different tot practicing emergency preparedness and dispensing helpful safety advice, 

including dressing for extreme weather, where to find shelter during a storm and what to include in an emergency 
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supply kit. This baby photo contest is the latest fun – and cute – 

initiative from the Get Ready campaign to promote emergency 

preparedness. The campaign also held successful photo contests 

featuring cats in 2012 and dogs in 2013. The “Get Ready 2015 Tips 

from Tots” calendar is now available online for free download. You can 

check out the winning photos in the Get Ready campaign’s baby photo 

gallery and share them with your friends and family on social media. 

http://www.publichealthnewswire.org/?p=11262  

Get the “ Get Ready 2015 Tips from Tots” calendar: 

http://www.getreadyforflu.org/GetReadyTipsFromTots15Calendar.pdf 

 

PLANNING / PREPAREDNESS 

 

FEMA Unveils National Strategy to Strengthen Youth Preparedness 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has announced a new strategy to educate young people about 

disaster prevention, protection, mitigation, response and recovery. The “National Strategy for Youth Preparedness 

Education: Empowering, Educating and Building Resilience” couples attention on emergency and disaster 

preparedness with community action that focuses specifically on youth readiness for disasters and related events. The 

national strategy was developed in partnership with the American Red Cross and the U.S. Department of Education. 

“Children who learn about emergency preparedness experience less anxiety during an actual emergency or disaster,” 

FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate said. “This national strategy will encourage communities and organizations to 

give children and their families the information they need to prepare for disasters.” Research shows that it is 

important to educate and empower young people to prepare for disasters. A 2010 study from Oregon State University 

showed that 14 percent of children and teens had experienced a disaster during their lifetime, and four percent had 

been in a disaster within the past year. Of those who had experience with disaster, a quarter reported experiencing 

more than one. Recognizing that children have the ability to play an important role in preparing themselves, their 

families and their communities for a disaster, Disney, the Ad Council and FEMA are releasing new Public Service 

Advertisements (PSAs) as an extension of the Ready campaign. These new PSAs highlight several steps that kids can 

take to prepare for emergencies: Make a Plan, Build a Kit and Know The Facts. The national strategy presents nine 

priority steps to further youth preparedness education. More information about these steps – as well as the national 

organizations that have affirmed their support – is available under the national strategy tab in the FEMA Youth 

Technical Assistance Center at www.ready.gov/youth-preparedness. More information about emergency 

preparedness is available at www.ready.gov. 

 

 
 

Register Now for the Great Southeast ShakeOut 

With just a few weeks to go until the Great Southeast ShakeOut – set for Thursday, Oct. 16 at 10:16 a.m. – Virginia 

http://www.publichealthnewswire.org/?p=11262
http://www.getreadyforflu.org/GetReadyTipsFromTots15Calendar.pdf
http://www.ready.gov/youth-preparedness
http://www.ready.gov/


The ESF 15 Business / Nonprofit Update is designed to provide information about Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) 

along with news articles and informational updates relating to Homeland Security and emergency management to ESF 15 partners. 

Inclusion of any resource, information or Web link is not an endorsement of the product, service or organization. The ESF 15 Business / 

Nonprofit Update is produced by Fairfax County’s Office of Public Affairs – the lead agency for ESF 15. 

 

held a substantial lead in Southeastern states participating in the simultaneous earthquake drill. More than 850,000 

Virginians have already signed up to practice “Drop, Cover, and Hold On,” the recommended response in the U.S. to 

an earthquake. The drill is open to everyone. Individuals, families, businesses, organizations, schools and colleges, 

and government agencies can sign up at www.shakeout.org/southeast or www.ReadyVirginia.gov. Those who 

register will receive information on how to plan an earthquake drill and how to help communities be better prepared 

for earthquakes and disasters. The ShakeOut drill provides an opportunity to practice the safe response to an 

earthquake: 

 Drop to the ground, before the shaking drops you. 

 Take cover under a sturdy table or desk if possible, protecting your head and neck. 

 Hold on to the table or desk until the shaking stops. 

More than 1.1 million people have signed up so far for the Great Southeast ShakeOut to be held in Delaware, 

Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, West Virginia, Maryland, Virginia and Washington, D.C. Coordinating 

partners for the Great Southeast ShakeOut include the Central U.S. Earthquake Consortium, the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). ShakeOut originated in California, where 

statewide earthquake drills have been held annually since 2008, and has grown to be an international program with 

nearly 25 million people participating in 2013. 

 

APHA Google+ Hangout helps Americans prepare for emergencies 

Can Americans prepare for infectious disease outbreaks, extreme 

weather events, mental health disasters and active shootings? Yes, they 

can. On Sept. 16, the American Public Health Association (APHA) 

hosted four panelists for a Google+ Hangout on emergency 

preparedness. The live event, “If you care, you’ll prepare,” coincided 

with Get Ready Day – APHA’s annual event to raise emergency 

preparedness awareness nationwide. In light of the growing Ebola 

crisis, Connecticut Department of Health Commissioner Jewel Mullen 

discussed a collective prevention strategy for the outbreak and other 

spreadable diseases. 

http://www.publichealthnewswire.org/?p=11217 

 

Tech Experts Offer to Replace Detroit Fire Department’s Pop Can Alert System  
That’s what the Detroit Fire Department might be saying soon to its rigged-up emergency alert system. It could get 

replaced -- for free -- by one of several philanthropic software companies that recently learned just how bad things 

are in Detroit. The revelation came when the Free Press published an article and video showing how Detroit 

firefighters get emergency alerts: A pop can filled with coins or screws gets knocked over by a piece of paper that 

rolls through a fax machine. The rattle signals an emergency. For tech gurus nationwide, the pop-can story sounded 

an alarm. 

www.emsworld.com/news/11686673/tech-experts-offer-to-replace-detroit-fire-departments-pop-can-alert-system 

 

New GIS Map Shows Hurricane Storm Surge Risk 

Map gives coastal residents and visitors additional information tool during hurricane season 

When evacuations are ordered because of an approaching tropical storm system, it’s not just the wind that concerns 

emergency officials – it’s rising water called storm surge. A new preparedness tool created by the Virginia 

Department of Emergency Management (VDEM) helps people in Virginia find their storm surge risk. The 

Geographic Information System (GIS) map allows users to find the maximum storm surge risk at their current 

location or the risk of an address location entered into the search bar. Storm surge is the abnormal and dangerous rise 

of water, over and above the tide, that is pushed to shore by strong winds from a hurricane or tropical storm system. 

The storm surge zones of the GIS map show the maximum coastal area in Virginia that may be inundated by a 

hurricane generating a surge of a given value. “Historically, 90 percent of the time, it’s the inundation of water that 

kills, not the wind,” said  Jeff Stern, state coordinator of emergency management. “We created this map for people to 

get an idea of what surging water could mean in their communities so they will pay closer attention when hurricane 

season storms are forecast.” Every storm is different, and every forecast is different, so the exact impact of a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7UyGPaAKR8&feature=youtu.be
http://www.shakeout.org/southeast
http://www.readyvirginia.gov/
http://www.publichealthnewswire.org/?p=11217
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particular storm may not reflect the modeled storm surge shown on the GIS map. The map is only a projection, but it 

can be used as one tool to better understand storm surge and the risk to Virginia coastal communities. The localities 

shown on the map include the counties of Accomack, Gloucester, Isle of Wight, Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, 

Northampton, Northumberland, Richmond, Surry, Westmoreland and York, and the cities of Chesapeake, Hampton, 

Newport News, Norfolk, Poquoson, Portsmouth, Suffolk and Virginia Beach. The map is available in English and 

Spanish at www.ReadyVirginia.gov. To use the map, click on the “find my location” button or type in an address 

next to the magnifying glass. Click on the evacuation routes and storm surge zones to identify them. The data used to 

create the new GIS map came from the Virginia Hurricane Evacuation Study, a joint effort by VDEM, the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and coastal localities. Additional storm surge 

and hurricane season resources: 

 Learn more about preparing for hurricane season in Virginia and download the 2014 Virginia Hurricane 

Guide: http://www.ReadyVirginia.gov  

 Residents of and visitors to the Hampton Roads region can sign up for weather alerts: 

http://readyhamptonroads.org/Resources/Map.aspx  

 Download a storm surge brochure from the National Weather Service: 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hurricane/resources/surge_intro.pdf 

 

Emergency Alerts (Fairfax Alerts) – In the Know, On the Go 

Get emergency alerts by email, as well as by text or pager. Sign up at 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts.  

You Choose the Type of Alerts 

 Pick the types of weather alerts you wish to receive, along with traffic and 

public safety alerts.  

 Create a “do not disturb” timeframe when you don’t want to receive weather 

alerts.  

 Learn about county government non-emergency notices such as taxes and 

elections.  

Alerts for Many Different Devices 

 Choose up to 10 delivery methods like home phone, cell phone, email, text messaging and more.  

 Manage your Fairfax Alerts profile from your phone by downloading the iPhone or Android app.  

 Mobile app allows for two-way conversations with emergency managers and does not use text messaging 

service. 

Alerts for Your Locations 

 Customize your Fairfax Alerts with up to five addresses, i.e., school, work and home.  

 Get geo-targeted weather alerts based on the addresses 

you define.  

 Weather advisories for you, your family, home, 

business, school, child care and more. 

If we can’t reach you, we can’t alert you. Sign up for free 

emergency alerts today at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts.  

 

Preparing an Older Generation 

The generation that brought us the Internet, the civil rights 

movement, tie-dye and classic rock, is turning 65. It is estimated 

that nearly 7,000 baby boomers turn 65 every day, and by the 

year 2030 most of the baby boomers will be entering their 

elderly years. As the largest generation prepares for retirement 

and senior living, we must consider how to prepare this 

population for disasters. Older adults may have a more difficult 

time preparing for or reacting in an emergency, especially those 

who live alone, have limited mobility or rely on a caregiver.  

 

http://www.cdc.gov/aging/emergency/
http://www.readyvirginia.gov/
http://www.readyvirginia.gov/
http://readyhamptonroads.org/Resources/Map.aspx
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hurricane/resources/surge_intro.pdf
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alerts
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If you or someone you love is part of this growing population of older adults, we have tips to help you be ready for an 

emergency or disaster. Nearly 28 percent of all older adults live alone, and close to half of older women live alone. It 

is important for all older adults, but especially those who do live alone, to have a support network they can rely on in 

case of an emergency. Your support network should consist of close friends, family members, caregivers or 

neighbors, who can provide assistance and ensure you are alright before, during and after a disaster. Make a plan with 

the people in your support network and let them know important information about your medical and mobility needs. 

Consider sharing an extra house key with neighbors so they can check on you during a disaster and let them know 

where you keep emergency supplies and medication. It is important to be able to contact your support network during 

a disaster to let them know you are alright or if you need help. Know how you would get in contact with them if the 

power went out, and practice contacting them in this way. 

http://blogs.cdc.gov/publichealthmatters/2014/09/preparing-an-older-generation/ 

 

Digital Disaster Preparedness 

Smartphones offer a world of knowledge and information at your fingertips. Keeping your phone at hand is second 

nature, so why not take the time to turn it into a life-saving device in times of emergencies?  

http://www.fema.gov/news-release/2014/09/05/digital-disaster-prep-are-you-ready  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/prepare/digital-preparedness-kit.htm 

 

Emergency Supply Kit 

A disaster supplies kit is a collection of basic items your household needs in the event of an emergency. Try to 

assemble your kit well in advance of an emergency by having your own food, water, and other supplies in sufficient 

quantity to last at least 72 hours, or 3 days. See hwww.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/prepare/make-a-kit.htm or 

www.ready.gov/build-a-kit for more ways to help build your kit. 

 

It's A Parent's Worst Nightmare. And A Kid's. Is Your Family Ready? 

You've probably thought about what your family would do if a hurricane, earthquake, or proletariat uprising 

disrupted your life. Maybe you've imagined yourself huddled with your family in the bathtub, waiting for storm 

winds to calm. Or helping your kids shove clothes 

into a duffel bag as the Emergency Broadcast 

System warns you that “this is not a test.” Or 

saving your babies from zombies with only your 

guts and a tire iron. But what if your family isn't 

holed up in the bomb shelter together? Save the 

Children estimates that in the United States, 68 

million children are separated from their parents, 

in school or day care, every workday. Maybe it's 

time to stop the daydream, get with your kids, and 

make a plan for how you'd get back together. So ... 

now what? Save the Children offers this great 

checklist for parents to help you get ready for 

whatever might come your way. Make sure your kids know the plan. And share this with their friends' parents, too. 

The more people take a couple of minutes to think about this, the safer everyone will be. 

http://www.upworthy.com/its-a-parents-worst-nightmare-and-a-kids-is-your-family-ready  

Checklist:  

http://www.savethechildren.org/atf/cf/%7B9def2ebe-10ae-432c-9bd0-df91d2eba74a%7D/ParentChecklist_Large.jpg 
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Emergencies Happen All the Time 

It’s important to have training and practice needed to know how to properly respond to many different situations that 

may occur.  At home, once you have built your kit and developed your plan you need to practice and maintain it. 

Train your family to manage disasters by practicing and conducting family disaster drills. This will help you know 

what to do during difficult times. Learn more at www.ready.gov and www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency.  

 

MEDIA ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

 

21 States Don’t Meet Emergency Preparedness 

Standards for Kids 

Aid group Save the Children said in a report released today 

that for the first time, a majority of states – 29 – require four 

basic safety plans to protect children in school and child care 

disasters.  The group’s annual disaster report card faulted 21 

states and the District of Columbia for failing to require the 

emergency safety plans for schools and child care providers 

that were recommended by a national commission in the 

wake of Hurricane Katrina.   

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-

now/2014/09/01/disaster-report-card-save-the-

children/14739989/ 

 

Resilience Coordinator 

The state should name a leader in preparing coastal Virginia for flooding linked to rising sea levels, a new report 

says. The recommendation is one of about two dozen in the draft report of a subpanel of the Secure Commonwealth 

Panel, which is advising Gov. Terry McAuliffe on emergency management issues.  

http://www.timesdispatch.com/news/state-regional/virginia-politics/report-virginia-needs-someone-to-lead-efforts-to-

deal-with/article_60b531f0-32c8-11e4-96db-0017a43b2370.html 

 

Parents Just Don’t Understand 

Although 74 percent of parents with a kid in school or child care believe the federal government is not adequately 

prepared to protect their children from a disaster, most of those parents haven’t spent much time on preparedness 

themselves, according to Save the Children’s 2014 disaster report card.  Save the Children polled 1,012 parents of 

children under 18 and found that the parents spent about five hours, on average, organizing back-to-school supplies 

over the summer but spent an hour or less over the past year on emergency planning. And 49 percent said they don’t 

feel very prepared to protect their children from a disaster, although 66 percent said they were somewhat concerned 

http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2014/09/01/disaster-report-card-save-the-children/14739989/
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about the risk their kids face while at school. Despite their concerns, 63 percent said they weren’t very familiar with 

the emergency plans at their child’s school or day care, and 67 percent didn’t know if emergency drills were held 

frequently or at all. Forty-two percent wouldn’t know where to find their kid if the school or day care was evacuated. 

http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/Parents-Dont-Take-Necessary-Preparedness-Measures-Report-Says.html 

 

What Slows Down Emergency Responders When Every Second Counts 

Every day across the country, firefighters and paramedics respond to urgent calls for help. But many of those 

responders say it’s taking longer to make their way through congested streets and past inattentive drivers. There are 

simply more pedestrians, more drivers, more distractions and more cars that are nearly sound-proof — making it hard 

to hear a siren. Riding along with fire departments in Chicago; Boston; Montgomery County, Md.; and Orange 

County, Calif.; NBC News mounted GoPro cameras on rigs to see what they’re up against as they respond to 

emergencies. They saw fire trucks stuck in intersections with heavy pedestrian traffic, drivers who refused to move 

over for fear of missing a turn, motorists who seemed paralyzed — unable to move over for paramedic units — and 

many more delays that cost emergency responders precious seconds. 

http://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/what-slows-down-emergency-responders-when-every-second-counts-

n194126 

 

VDH Warning Hospitals about Ebola Risk 

The CDC and the World Health Organization say the Ebola outbreak in West Africa is worsening. What if an 

infected person travel to Virginia? The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) is alerting hospitals and health care 

providers about the Ebola outbreak, said Dr. Laurie Forlano, state epidemiologist at VDH 

http://www.timesdispatch.com/entertainment-life/health/your-health/va-health-department-warning-hospitals-about-

ebola-risk/article_6079df6b-f200-57a6-9835-2dffed5bcd46.html 

 

West Virginia Mulls Releasing Crude Oil Shipment Information to the Public 

In May 2014, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) ordered railroads operating trains carrying more than one 

million gallons of Bakken crude oil to notify state emergency officials in states through which oil-carrying trains 

travel of the expected movement of such trains. The order came to allow first responders to be better prepared should 

an accident occur. CSX Corporation agreed to share shipping information with West Virginia officials, but refused to 

release the information to the public citing concerns about terrorism. DOT made it clear that citing terrorism concerns 

does not exempt crude oil shipment information from being released to the public. 

http://www.homelandsecuritynewswire.com/dr20140915-west-virginia-mulls-releasing-crude-oil-shipment-

information-to-the-public 

 

Is a California Community the Most Prepared? 

Although Bel Air Crest has fewer than 300 homes, the homeowners association has spent about $50,000 on 

emergency supplies and equipment over the past three years, including the purchase of a 2,000-gallon water truck. A 

core group of about a dozen nearby Bel Air Ridge residents has met monthly for more than 20 years to discuss 

emergency response.   

http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/Bel-Air-Calif-Prepares-to-be-Self-Sustaining.html 

 

Virginia Tech Shooting Survivor Creates LiveSafe App 

A survivor of the Virginia Tech massacre has created an app to help other Tech students stay safe on campus. 

LiveSafe is available on Android and iPhone and lets students, faculty, and staff send tips and messages straight to 

Virginia Tech police. You can even do it anonymously. You can also share your location with friends or family as 

you walk around campus.  

http://www.wset.com/story/26537526/vt-shooting-survivor-creates-livesafe-app 

 

Ebola Vaccine Trail Begins 

A trial of an experimental vaccine against the Ebola virus is to begin in Oxford. The first of 60 healthy volunteers 

will be injected with the vaccine. It contains only a small portion of genetic material from the virus, so it cannot cause 

the disease. Normally it would take years of human trials before a completely new vaccine was approved for use. But 

http://www.emergencymgmt.com/disaster/Parents-Dont-Take-Necessary-Preparedness-Measures-Report-Says.html
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such is the urgency of the Ebola outbreak in west Africa that this experimental vaccine is being fast tracked at an 

astonishing rate. If the trials are successful, it could be used to immunize health workers in affected areas by the end 

of the year. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/health-29230157 

 

One Simple Step 

Take one simple, free step toward being prepared during an emergency like a hurricane, tornado or earthquake: Make 

a family communications plan. Why does this matter? Having a family communications plan on hand can literally 

mean the difference between being with the ones you love the most during a disaster, or the anxiety of frantically 

trying to find and reunite with your children and loved ones.  

www.huffingtonpost.com/craig-fugate/from-awareness-to-action_b_5804074.html 

 

Fewer than 50 Percent in U.S. Get Flu Shots, CDC says 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced on September 18 that less than half of all 

Americans choose to receive the flu vaccine “The flu season could be tougher than usual this year, if it follows the 

pattern seen in Australia,” William Schaffner, a professor at the Vanderbilt University School of Medicine in 

Nashville, commented in USA Today. 

http://www.sciencerecorder.com/news/fewer-than-fifty-percent-in-u-s-get-flu-shots-cdc-says/ 

 

CDC’s Worst Case Scenario: 1.4 Million Ebola Cases  

A new CDC report says there are likely 2.5 times as many Ebola cases as are being reported, and that the disease 

could reach 1.4 million people by early next year. A new report from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

warns the international community that if it doesn’t step up efforts to combat Ebola, it could reach millions by 

January. The investigation, a part of the CDC’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR), lays out the best 

and worst case scenarios for the Ebola epidemic in West Africa, which has claimed more than 2,500 lives. Using 

numbers gathered from Sierra Leone and Liberia in August, it presents the first hard data to predict how dependent 

the scale of the epidemic is on our response. 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/09/23/cdc-s-worst-case-scenario-1-4-million-ebola-cases.html 

 

FLU 

 

Report: DHS Ill Prepared for Pandemic Response 

The Department of Homeland Security cannot ensure it has sufficient personal protective equipment and antiviral 

medical countermeasures to respond to a pandemic, or that the supplies on hand remain effective, the agency’s Office 

of Inspector General reported on Sept. 8. For example, OIG found that DHS and its components do not know where 

its PPE is located, how much it has, and the usability of the stockpiles that exist. In addition, 84 percent of the hand 

sanitizer in PPE stockpiles has expired and 81 percent of the department’s antiviral drugs will expire by the end of 

2015, OIG said. According to the report (http://www.oig.dhs.gov/assets/pr/2014/oigpr_090814.pdf), DHS did not 

develop and implement stockpile replenishment plans or inventory controls to monitor stockpiles, have adequate 

contract oversight processes, or ensure compliance with department guidelines. In 2006, Congress appropriated $47 

million in supplemental funding to DHS to plan, train and prepare for a potential pandemic. 

http://mhanewsnow.typepad.com/prepared/2014/09/report-dhs-ill-prepared-for-pandemic-response.html 

 

Business Pulse Helps Employers Prepare for Flu Season 

Prevention is better than cure when it comes to any illness, and influenza – the flu – is no exception. Flu costs the 

U.S. more than $87 billion annually, including an estimated $10.4 billion a year in direct medical expenses and an 

additional $16.3 billion in lost earnings annually. Vaccination is the single best way to prevent the flu. Check out the 

CDC Foundation’s new Business Pulse: Flu Prevention to learn how the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) helps businesses and employees prepare for the 2014-2015 flu season.   

http://www.cdcfoundation.org/businesspulse/flu-prevention 
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More than Half of Americans Not Getting Flu Shots 

Less than 50 percent of Americans received flu vaccinations this past flu season, according to the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. The consequences of flu-related illnesses include tens of thousands of hospitalizations, 

thousands of deaths, the loss of roughly 17 million workdays and more than $87 billion in lost productivity annually. 

At a news conference earlier this month, health leaders convened in Washington, D.C., to make a U.S. public service 

announcement: Get your flu shots and we can prevent so much of it. While some of the latest flu statistics were 

positive – notably that more schoolchildren are getting vaccinations -- the overall numbers were disappointing. 

Nearly 60 percent of cases from the last flu season were among people between 18 and 64 years of age. And more 

than 100 children died from flu-related complications, 90 percent of whom were not vaccinated and roughly 50 

percent had no pre-existing condition. 

http://www.publichealthnewswire.org/?p=11221 

 

Influenza Vaccination Performance Measurement Among Acute Care Hospital-Based Health Care Personnel 

Annual influenza vaccination is recommended for all health care personnel (HCP). In August 2011, the Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) published a final rule requiring acute care hospitals that participate in its 

Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting Program to report HCP influenza vaccination data through the National 

Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) beginning Jan. 1, 2013. Data reported by 4,254 acute care hospitals, covering the 

period Oct. 1, 2013, through March 31, 2014, were analyzed to collect estimates of the proportion of HCP vaccinated 

nationally and by state for three groups: employees, licensed independent practitioners (LIPs) and adult 

students/trainees and volunteers. Overall in the United States, 81.8 percent of hospital-based HCP were reported 

vaccinated, with the highest proportion (86.1 percent) among employees and the lowest (61.9 percent) among LIPs.  

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6337a2.htm 

 

Fairfax County Flu Preparedness 

Be sure to visit the county’s flu Web page for information and news on flu and flu preparedness. 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/flu 

 

 
 

TRAININGS / EXERCISES / CONFERENCES 

 

Homeland Security Week 2014 

Oct. 6-9; Washington Convention Center, Washington, D.C. 

Homeland Security Week 2014 will focus on the highest mission priorities for protecting the U.S. by examining 

FY2015 mission highlights such as preventing terrorism and enhancing security; border management and 

immigration; cyber security; disaster relief and emergency preparedness; and science and technology. There are 35-

plus speakers influencing Homeland Security including: 

 Michael Fisher, Chief, U.S. Border Patrol. 

 Randolph Alles, Assistant Commissioner, Office of Air and Marine, U.S. CBP. 

 Wolf Tombe, Chief Technology Officer, U.S. CBP. 

 Peter Chin, Director of Cloud and Enterprise Applications Services, DHS. 

 Louis A. Rodi, III, Deputy Assistant Director, National Security Programs Homeland Security Investigations 

http://www.publichealthnewswire.org/?p=11221
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6337a2.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/flu
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(HSI), US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

 Gibson B. Kerr, Deputy Director, Acquisition Support & Operations Analysis Group (ASOA) Science & 

Technology Directorate, DHS. 

http://www.homelandsecurityexpo.com/ 

 

National Conference on Building Resilience through Public-Private Partnerships 

Oct. 15-16; Washington, D.C. 

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) National Protection and Programs Directorate Office of 

Infrastructure Protection will hold the 4th National Conference on Building Resilience through Public-Private 

Partnerships Oct. 15-16, 2014. DHS Secretary Jeh Charles Johnson, Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Administrator Craig Fugate, and Weather Channel CEO David Kenny are keynote speakers. Registration is 

underway. Register at https://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventID=1572643. For more conference 

information, visit the conference Web page:  http://www.dhs.gov/event/Public-Private-Partnerships-Conference.  

 

BARDA Industry Day 2014 

Oct. 15-17; Washington, D.C.  

Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) Industry Day is a three-day conference that 

will provide an overview of Project BioShield and BARDA’s priorities for product development and manufacturing 

for all threats going forward, as well as the range of agreements that will be used to work with the private sector. 

https://www.medicalcountermeasures.gov/federal-initiatives/public-meetings-and-

conferences/workshopBID2014.aspx 

 

Cyber Security Summit 2014 

October 21-22; Minneapolis, Minn. 

With a few key-strokes from a key board, a cyber-attack from anywhere, at any time can be launched. The Cyber 

Security Summit's mission is to establish a multi-stakeholder consortium that brings together industry, government, 

and academic interests in an effort to improve the state of cyber security on both a domestic and international level. 

http://www.cybersecuritysummit.org/ 

 

121st Annual International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) Conference 

Oct. 25-28; Orlando, Fla. 

IACP 2014 is the best opportunity to learn, network, and problem solve at a one-of-a-kind event dedicated 

specifically to law enforcement professionals. Featuring renowned keynote speakers, forums, technical workshops, 

and the largest exhibit hall of products and services in the law enforcement community. 

http://www.theiacpconference.org/iacp2014/public/enter.aspx 

 

2014 Emergency Preparedness & Hazmat Response Conference 

Oct. 26-30; Valley Forge, Penn. 

The Emergency Preparedness & Hazmat Response Conference is the nation's premier all-hazards conference for 

emergency management, public safety and industry with quality education, training and networking. The conference 

offers a wide variety of trainings, workshops, tours, and an exhibit hall with the latest technology & solutions. 

http://www.emergencypreparednessconference.org/index.html 

 

2014 Water Infrastructure Conference 

Oct. 26-29; Atlanta, Ga. 

It’s time to confront America's water infrastructure challenges. This conference will address essential water 

infrastructure planning and reinvestment strategies that utilities need to incorporate now. Critical infrastructure 

protection through comprehensive emergency preparedness efforts and enhanced security measures will also be 

covered.  

http://www.awwa.org/conferences-education/conferences/water-infrastructure-conference.aspx 
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2014 International Facility Security Officer (iFSO) Conference 

Oct. 27-31; Houston, Tex. 

The iFSO conference will provide port facility professionals from around the country and world to share their 

expertise as well as current and future trends. Attendees will hear from senior Coast Guard personnel and other key 

partners that will deliver cutting-edge insight on regulation changes with a spotlight on exemplary facilities that are 

leading the way. 

http://www.fsoconference.com/ 

 

CBRNe Convergence 2014 

Oct. 28-30; Long Island, N.Y. 

The 7th Annual CBRNe Convergence Congress & Exhibition is the most important annual meeting for the global 

CBRNE community. Growing together, staying distinct. Creating flexible CBRNE response teams for the All Hazard 

threat. 

http://www.cbrneworld.com/convergence2014 

 

2014 IEEE Conference on Communications & Network Security 

October 29-31; San Francisco, Calif. 

The goal of the IEEE Conference on Communications and Network Security (CNS) is to provide an outstanding 

forum for cyber security researchers, practitioners, policy makers, and users to exchange ideas, techniques and tools, 

raise awareness, and share experience related to all practical and theoretical aspects of communications and network 

security. 

http://cns2014.ieee-cns.org/ 

 

Secured Cities Conference 2014 

Nov. 4-6; Baltimore, Md. 

A collaborative peer-to-peer venue, Secured Cities provides the only platform where public/private partnership 

initiatives, including technology, funding and budget issues, can be discussed, ideas shared and solutions reached 

through comprehensive education and networking opportunities. 

http://securedcities.com/ 

 

IAEM 62nd Annual Conference & EMEX 2014 

Nov. 14-19; San Antonio, Tex. 

The International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) Annual Conference provides a forum to discuss 

current trends and topics, share information about the latest tools and technology in emergency management and 

homeland security, and advance the work of IAEM. This year’s theme is “Navigating the New Normal.” 

http://www.iaem.com/page.cfm?p=events/annual-conference 

 

6th Annual Aid & International Development Forum (AIDF) Disaster Relief Summit 

Nov. 19-20; Washington, D.C. 

The summit strives to enable quicker and better response during crisis and catastrophes in a more effective, 

sustainable and cost-efficient way. This year’s program focuses on best practice in logistics and transport, 

innovations in water security and ICT solutions for disaster relief while also offering experiential zone and unique 

pitch tank sessions. 

http://disaster-relief.aidforum.org/ 

 

EMS Today 2015 

Feb. 25-28, 2015; Baltimore, Md. 

EMS Today, now in its 34th year, is a unique and stimulating experience for emergency medical services (EMS) 

personnel worldwide. This event offers four full days of workshops, sessions, competitions, networking and more. 

http://www.emstoday.com/index.html#showcase_3 
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2015 Virginia Emergency Management Symposium 

March 18-20, 2015; Hampton Roads, Va. 

Save the date. Plan to attend the Symposium “Partnerships: Share the Load,” sponsored by Virginia Emergency 

Management Association and the Virginia Department of Emergency Management. 

http://www.vemaweb.org/content/symposium/ 

 

SPIE Defense + Security 2015 

April 20-25, 2015; Baltimore, Md. 

SPIE Defense + Security has, for more than 20 years, featured conferences and courses on infrared systems, lidar and 

radar, laser technology, image processing, data analysis, intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance systems (ISR), 

display technologies, unmanned systems and robots, CBRNE, cyber sensing and security, biometric technology, law 

enforcement, energy harvesting, and more. 

http://spie.org/defense-security.xml 

 

National Capital Region Homeland Security Events 

http://www.mwcog.org/committee/committee/events_homeland.asp?COMMITTEE_ID=134 

 

Virginia Emergency Management Courses 

http://www.vaemergency.com 

 

FEMA Independent Study Courses 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/ 

 

American Red Cross Disaster Services Training 

http://www.redcrossnca.org/Online/disaster_registration.php 

 

 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/outreach/newsletter.htm 

 

 

LINKS 

 

Fairfax County Web Resources 

 Fairfax County Emergency Information Blog - www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/blog  

 Fairfax County Emergency Information Web page - www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/ 

 Fairfax County CERT - http://fairfaxcountycert.blogspot.com/ 

 Fairfax County Citizen Corps Web Page - www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/citizencorps/ 

 Fairfax County Citizen Corps Blog - http://citizencorps.blogspot.com/ 

Additional Web Resources 

 Capital Region Updates - www.CapitalRegionUpdates.gov  

 Virginia Citizen Corps - www.vaemergency.com/citcorps/index.cfm 

 

DHS Science & Technology Directorate Newsletter 

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Science & Technology Directorate has a free newsletter, “S&T 

Snapshots,” featuring stories about current research projects and opportunities with laboratories, universities, 

http://www.vemaweb.org/content/symposium/
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ESF 15 Contact Information 
Tony Castrilli, Director 

Fairfax County Office of Public Affairs 

12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 551    Fairfax, Va.  22035-0065 

Tel: 703-324-3187      Direct: 703-324-3189 

E-mail: Tony Castrilli 
Web site: www.fairfaxcounty.gov 

Emergency Information: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency 

 

To Unsubscribe: 

E-mail publicaffairs@fairfaxcounty.gov with “Remove from ESF 15 Business/Nonprofit Update” 

in the subject line and you will be immediately removed from the distribution list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

government agencies, and the private sector. The newsletter is produced monthly by the DHS Science and 

Technology Directorate in partnership with the Homeland Security Institute, a Studies and Analysis Federally Funded 

Research and Development Center. 

http://www.homelandsecurity.org/snapshots/ 

 

DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report (OSIR) 

The Department of Homeland Security provides a Web-based “Daily OSIR,” which is posted on the DHS public 

Web site. Accessing the report via the Web enables readers to retrieve the current Daily Report as well as 10 days of 

archived DHS Daily Reports. Once you arrive at the Web page you will find the most recent Daily OSIR at the top of 

the page, under the title “Current Report.” This report is posted each morning, except for weekends and holidays. 

Simply click on the title “DHS Daily Open Source Infrastructure 

Report.” This will launch the current days report in PDF format. 

You can submit content comments or make suggestions by 

contacting the DHS Daily Report Team by telephone at 202-312-

3421 or by e-mail at NICCReports@dhs.gov. You can access the 

Daily OSIR 

at:  http://www.dhs.gov/files/programs/editorial_0542.shtm.  

 

Fairfax County Government Emergency Information Line 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/opa/infoline.htm 

 

Emergency Management Magazine 

http://www.govtech.com/em/toc.php 

 

FEMA Private Sector 

http://www.fema.gov/privatesector/ 
 

In accordance with NIMS – the National Incident Management System – the Fairfax County Emergency Operations 
Plan states that Emergency Support Function 15 (External Affairs) is led by the Office of Public Affairs. This ESF 15 
Business/Nonprofit Update is part of the county's outreach efforts for our business and nonprofit partners as a way 
to provide information about the county’s ESF 15, Homeland Security and emergency management.  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/alert
mailto:anthony.castrilli@fairfaxcounty.gov
file://s70ntgc09/paffpub/Emergency/ESF%2015/Business%20Updates/www.fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency
mailto:publicaffairs@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.homelandsecurity.org/snapshots/
mailto:NICCReports@dhs.gov
http://www.dhs.gov/files/programs/editorial_0542.shtm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/opa/infoline.htm
http://www.govtech.com/em/toc.php
http://www.fema.gov/privatesector/

