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Attachment 11 

 

Synopsis of Events Related to the Storm on June 29, 2012  
McConnell Public Safety and Transportation Operations Center (MPSTOC) 

 

 MPSTOC acted as a joint command for county and state regional operations. OEM 

activated the EOC and DPSC, VDOT, VSP, FCPD and FCFRD were all able to staff and 

access the EOC as needed to ensure joint communications. VDOT activated its situation 

room located off the Ops floor (to 24-hour activation) and VSP increased its presence at 

the facility as well. 

 On June 30, BOS Chairman Sharon Bulova, Governor Robert McDonnell, Public Safety 

Secretary Marla Decker and Secretary of Health and Human Resources William A. Hazel 

Jr., MD, conducted a press briefing from the MPSTOC lobby to discuss the aftermath of 

the storm, the current state of the region and the recovery response and operations 

underway. 

 All agencies expressed that the ability to walk within MPSTOC to communicate was 

extremely beneficial, both on the shared Operations floor (Ops floor) and the EOC. Even 

though telephones were an issue and not functioning properly, the ability to walk over to 

another agency on the Ops floor to share information was very valuable. 

 VSP was able to remain in regular communication with FCPD to aid in traffic control at 

key intersections closed by downed power lines. 

 VSP provided a liaison in the VDOT situation room for unified command on July 2.   

 VSP participated in a VDOT conference call (included VDOT Commissioner) to discuss 

HOV operations for the morning of July 2, in light of the large number of intersections on 

commuter arteries still without power. 

 Multiple conference calls were held with MPSTOC partner agencies and external 

agencies to discuss operational topics including traffic control plans for morning rush 

hours.  Participants included agencies such as VSP, VDOT, VDEM, FCPD and OEM. 

 VDOT and VSP both conducted regional operations from the facility to assist localities in 

addition to Fairfax County.  VSP worked with regional law enforcement entities as 

needed (Alexandria PD, Prince William PD and Loudoun County Sheriff). VDOT 

worked with other regional transportation entities for coordination and communication 

purposes. 

 VSP and other MPSTOC agencies were also able to communicate with regional law 

enforcement through PMARS (Police Mutual Aid Radio System) from MPSTOC. 

 VDOT and VSP both interacted with OEM/EOC and DPSC on various issues, including 

road closures. 

 MPSTOC partnership staff, including GM, FMD and DIT provided facility, equipment 

and partnership support and communication during and after the event. 

 


