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Attachment 9 

 

Synopsis of Events Related to the Storm on June 29, 2012  
Fairfax County Police Department 

 

Beyond the initial rescue efforts of Public Safety personnel, we took steps early to mitigate the 

effects of the storm. From the onset, the Police Department deployed additional staffing 

including personnel normally assigned other duties. The first night we held our evening shift two 

hours to provide more staffing. On Saturday, we held our day shift over two hours and called our 

midnight shift in early to ensure a full overlap of staffing with our evening shift. Motors and 

other Traffic units were called in to work Saturday and Sunday, as were our PIOs and 

commanders to staff the EOC functions.   

  

For the Monday and Tuesday rush hours, we deployed all station detectives (CIS), who normally 

work investigations in business attire, in uniform on the street to increase our operational 

staffing. Similarly, Bike Team officers and Crime Prevention Officers were diverted from their 

normal duties and placed in-service on the street to upstaff operational patrol staffing. 

  

By Saturday morning, we had at least 165 known roadways and intersections that were blocked 

by downed trees, other debris or without power. As it became apparent that power was not going 

to be fully restored for multiple days, to handle one of our most pressing needs, the safe and 

orderly flow of traffic, we set up a Traffic Information Center (TIC) in the EOC to coordinate 

our efforts and it was staffed primarily by personnel from our Traffic Division from Sunday 

through Thursday.  

  

Officers were assigned to some critical, dangerous intersections to actually direct traffic, but with 

the scope of the outages, one of our primary strategies was deploying traffic cones and other road 

barriers to close roadways or make certain intersections right turn only to improve safety 

conditions for drivers.  

 

Twenty-one police generators (one later stolen) were deployed as soon as possible to various 

critical intersections without power, and this effort then required staffing and constant 

monitoring to ensure the generators were kept fueled and were moved as soon as an intersection 

where one was deployed had power restored. Unfortunately, we simply do not have the number 

of generators needed to power each dark intersection, nor do we have sufficient personnel to 

assign to each intersection while maintaining other core Public Safety services.  

  

As you’re aware, the public was asked through constant messaging in Fairfax County and across 

the region to drive carefully and to treat intersections with traffic signals that were without power 

as four-way stops. This seemed to work reasonably well, particularly for the first few days until 

mounting frustration became more visible and some motorists would creep into an intersection 

behind another car not wanting to wait their turn.      

  

In addition to the traffic challenges, officers, like so many others, worked outside in extreme 

heat, and we were faced with the regional outage of 9-1-1 phone lines, which required officers to 

be available at police and fire stations to handle walk-in complaints. Like other agencies, we 

were faced with several facilities without power and air conditioning, most notably our Reston 

District Station and our Operations Support Bureau at Pine Ridge.     
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Throughout this incident, police officers worked in close cooperation with VDOT, the 

Department of Public Safety Communications (9-1-1 Center), the Fairfax County Fire and 

Rescue Department, the Office of Emergency Management, Dominion Virginia Power, and the 

Department of Public Works and Environmental Services in an effort to open blocked roads, 

restore electric service and maintain public safety.    
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