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BRAC-133 (MARK CENTER) IMPACTS TO 
ROUTE 236 (LITTLE RIVER TPK), I-395 & BEAUREGARD STREET 

 
PRELIMINARY RESPONSE 

(REVISED OCTOBER 18, 2010) 
 
 
This is a preliminary response to a request from Mason District Supervisor Penelope Gross and Lee 
District Supervisor Jeff McKay.  Supervisors Gross and McKay have expressed concerns that 
transportation impacts from BRAC-133 (Mark Center) will adversely affect the Route 236 (Little 
River Turnpike)/Beauregard Street/I-395 and Van Dorn Street/I-495 areas, respectively.  Fairfax 
County Department of Transportation (DOT) staff will prepare an evaluation of transportation 
facilities in these areas and assess the impacts from the Mark Center.  A list of transportation 
improvements needed to mitigate impacts will be developed and proposed.  This document provides 
a summary of steps taken to date, and steps to be taken, in developing this evaluation. 
 
 
STUDIES 
 
DOT staff has collected and inventoried a number of transportation studies in the area that either 
have been completed, or are underway and will be completed in the near future.  The following 
studies focus on this area of Fairfax County, as well adjacent parts of the City of Alexandria: 
 
Studies Completed: 

o BRAC-133 Final Transportation Management Plan (TMP), USACE, 2010 
o Mark Center (BRAC-133) Access Study, VDOT, February 2010 
o Landmark Van Dorn Corridor Plan, City of Alexandria, 2009 
o I-95/I-395 HOV/Bus/HOT Lanes Interchange Justification Report, 2009 
o Eisenhower West Study, City of Alexandria, 2009 
o Final Environmental Assessment, 2005 BRAC, BRAC-133, USACE, 2008  
o Route 236 Corridor Study, VDOT, 2007 

 
Studies Underway: 

o APR 09-I-1L (Plaza at Landmark) Chapter 527 Study, Applicant 
o APR 09-I-2L (Plaza 500) Chapter 527 Study, Applicant 
o Beauregard Corridor Plan, City of Alexandria 
o Transitway Corridor Feasibility Study, City of Alexandria 

 
The data and analysis included in these studies will be used in the evaluation of Mark Center 
impacts and to determine a set of transportation improvements, short and long term, which will be 
required to address those impacts.  The information included in these studies, including traffic count 
data and level of service (LOS) analyses, will be used to evaluate traffic conditions in these areas.   
 
 
FACILITIES TO BE EVALUATED 
 
There are a number of key roadways, interchanges and intersections in these areas of Fairfax 
County and Alexandria that are important to maintaining efficient traffic flow.  The 8,500 new jobs 
at the Mark Center will only serve to exacerbate the capacity situation on these facilities.  DOT will 
provide an evaluation of vehicular level of service (LOS) for the following facilities (see Figure 1): 
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Roadway Segments (5): 
o I-395 
o Route 236 (Little River Turnpike) 
o Beauregard Street 
o Lincolnia Road  
o Van Dorn Street 

 
Intersections (25): 

o Route 236 (Little River Turnpike) at Cherokee Avenue (unsignalized) 
o Route 236 (Little River Turnpike) at Southland Avenue 
o Route 236 (Little River Turnpike) at Beauregard Street 
o Route 236 (Little River Turnpike) at Plaza at Landmark Entrance 
o Route 236 (Duke Street) at Walker Street 
o Route 236 (Duke Street) EB Ramps at Van Dorn Street 
o Route 236 (Duke Street) WB Off-Ramp/Mall Entrance at Van Dorn Street 
o Beauregard Street at North Chambliss Street 
o Beauregard Street at Lincolnia Road  
o Beauregard Street at Quantrell Avenue 
o Beauregard Street at North Armistead Street 
o Beauregard Street at North Morgan Street 
o Beauregard Street at Sanger Avenue 
o Beauregard Street at Reading Avenue 
o Beauregard Street at Rayburn Avenue 
o Beauregard Street at Highview Lane 
o Beauregard Street at Mark Center Drive 
o Beauregard Street at Seminary Road 
o Beauregard Street at Fillmore Avenue 
o Beauregard Street at West Braddock Road 
o Beauregard Street at King Street 
o Lincolnia Road at North Chambliss Street 
o Van Dorn Street at Eisenhower Avenue 
o Van Dorn Street at Pickett Street 
o Van Dorn Street at Edsall Road 
o Van Dorn Street at Stevenson Avenue 

 
Interchanges: 

o I-395 at Route 236 (Little River Turnpike) 
 
These assessments will be qualitative and/or quantitative, depending on the availability of data and 
analyses. 
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FIGURE 1 – STUDY AREA WITH INTERSECTIONS 
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PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS 
 
There are a number of planned improvements for this area.  DOT staff has reviewed the 
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG) National Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Board (TPB) Constrained Long Range Plan (CLRP) and the Transportation 
component of the Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan.  The following planned improvements for 
this area will be considered: 
 
Transportation Planning Board (TPB) Constrained Long Range Plan (CLRP): 

o I-95/395 HOT Lanes, widen, construct 2, 3 lanes with 14 ramps, 2012, 2014 
o Route 236, Widen and Reconstruct to 4, 6 lanes, 2020 
o Route 236, Reconstruct Intersection at Braddock Road, 2009 

 
Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan:  

o I-95/395, Widen to 9 lanes, including 3 Reversible HOT Lanes 
o Route 236, Widen to 6 lanes 
 

 
I-395 
 
The Mark Center Access Study shows the following Levels of Service for I-395 at Route 236: 
 
  2009 2015 2035 

AM LOS D/E LOS D/F LOS D/F I-395 NB PM LOS C/D LOS C/D LOS C/E 
AM LOS B/C LOS B/C LOS B/C/E I-395 SB PM LOS C/E/F LOS D/F LOS D/F 

* Note that the Access Study does not include analyses for ramps. 
 
 
POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS 
 
DOT staff will provide a list of recommended transportation improvements to address Mark Center 
impacts once all studies have been completed, collected and evaluated.  
 
 
SCHEDULE 
 
DOT staff anticipates commencement of this assessment by November 1, 2010.  The study is 
projected to be completed by February 2011, contingent upon satisfactory results and a timely 
review of the two aforementioned APR Chapter 527 studies by DOT and VDOT staff and the 
Beauregard Corridor Study by the City of Alexandria.    
 


