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Abstract 
 
The Department of the Army has submitted preliminary and final site and building plans for the 
construction of a new Arts and Crafts Center on the South Post of Fort Belvoir in Fairfax 
County, Virginia. The existing Arts and Crafts Center will be demolished due to the expansion of 
Gunston Road as part of the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) infrastructure 
improvements and to meet anti-terrorism and force protection requirements. Also part of the 
project is a new vestibule for the existing Auto Skills Center that is currently accessed through 
the existing Arts and Crafts Center.  
 

Commission Action Requested by Applicant 
 
Approval of preliminary and final site and building plans pursuant to 40 U.S.C. § 8722(b)(1). 
 

 

Executive Director’s Recommendation 
 
The Commission: 
 
Approves the preliminary and final site and building plans for the construction of a new Arts and 
Crafts Center, including a new vestibule for the existing Auto Skills Center, on the South Post of 
Fort Belvoir in Fairfax County, Virginia, as shown on NCPC Map File Number 
2204.10(38.00)43044. 
 
Encourages the Army to evaluate the use of bicycle facilities at the site, particularly bicycle 
racks and lockers.  
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Notes that Fairfax County submitted comments on the proposed project and encourages the 
Army to evaluate these comments as it moves forward with the project.  
 

*                    *                    * 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Site 

The proposed new Arts and Crafts Center will be located on the South Post of Fort Belvoir, on 
the western side of Gunston Road near the intersection of Gunston Road and 3rd Street. Near the 
site location is the existing Arts and Crafts Center (to be demolished), the Auto Care Center, and 
a Criminal Investigation Command (CID) building.  
 
 

Arts and Crafts Center Site Location 
 

 

Gunston Road

CID 

Site Location 

3rd Street

 

Existing Arts and 
Crafts Center 

Auto Skills 
Center 
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Background 

At its September 2009 meeting, the Commission approved infrastructure improvement projects 
on Fort Belvoir Main Post, NCPC file number 6902, for Fort Belvoir to accommodate the 
required Base Realignment and Closure Act (BRAC) of 2005 actions at the Fort. One of the 
infrastructure improvement projects was the reconstruction of Gunston Road from two lanes to a 
five-lane, two way road with a center turning lane, sidewalks, bicycle lanes on both sides, curb-
and-gutters, and additional landscaping from Pohick Road to Abbot Road. As a result of the 
widening of Gunston Road, the existing Arts and Crafts Center will not meet anti-terrorism/ 
force-protection requirements and therefore the Army proposes to demolish the existing center 
and construct a new Arts and Crafts Center.  

Proposal 

The Department of the Army has submitted preliminary and final site and building plans for the 
construction of a new Arts and Crafts Center on the South Post of Fort Belvoir in Fairfax 
County, Virginia. Also part of the project is a new vestibule for the existing Auto Skills Center, 
which is currently accessed through the existing Arts and Crafts Center.  
 

Arts and Crafts Center Site Layout 
 

 

N 

 
 
The proposed facility is a single story structure approximately 72 feet by 144 feet, just over 
10,000 gross square feet. Programmatically, the new facility consists of publicly available 
workshops for woodworking, framing, and stained glass. Other space is used for the Trophy 
shop, which includes retail sales for the general public. Support for the workshops includes: 
counter areas, storage, and a Director’s office. Other support areas include: bathrooms, a vending 
area, janitor’s closet, and the mechanical and electrical room.  
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The structure will be constructed as a pre-engineered metal building system with the north, 
south, and east façades of the facility a steel stud assembly clad in brick veneer to match the Fort 
Belvoir architectural standards. The west facade will be a pre-engineered metal insulated wall 
panel. The roof will be a pitched metal standing seam.  
 

New Arts and Crafts Center 
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The proposed vestibule will be a steel frame structure with an aluminum curtain wall system 
with laminated insulating glass. The canopy and roof parapet will be aluminum composite 
panels.  The metal wall panel was chosen to match the existing metal panels over the auto center 
bay doors. The vestibule will be eight feet by 14 feet.  
 
 

New Vestibule for the Auto Care Center 
 

 

New 
Vestibule 

 

Development Program 

Applicant: The Department of the Army - Army Corps of Engineers (Baltimore District) 
 
Estimated cost: The project is estimated to cost $3.1 million and is to be funded by BRAC 
funding.  
 
Timeline: Construction for the project is expected to start in fall of 2010 with completion and 
occupancy in the summer of 2011.  
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PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
Staff recommends the Commission approve the preliminary and final site and building plans for 
the new Arts and Crafts Center and a new vestibule for the Auto Care Center on the South Post 
of Fort Belvoir as this is a minor project on the installation that does not increase employee 
population on base. The demolition of the existing center and construction of the new center is 
required to meet AT/FP requirements outlined by the Department of Defense.  
 
To decrease the use of single-occupancy vehicles at Fort Belvoir, staff is encouraging the Army 
to evaluate the use of bicycle facilities at all of its facilities including the Arts and Crafts Center. 
The reconstruction of Gunston Road will include bicycle lanes and multiple pedestrian paths. 
Therefore, staff recommends that the Commission encourage the Army to evaluate the use of 
bicycle facilities at the site particularly bicycle racks and lockers.  

CONFORMANCE 

Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital 

The proposed project is not inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan for the national Capital, 
particularly the Federal Workplace Element.  

Relevant Federal Facility Master Plan 

The project is consistent with the land use of the area as designated by the draft Master Plan 
update being completed for Fort Belvoir. The draft Long Range Component of the Fort Belvoir 
Master Plan proposes “community” land use in this area. Fort Belvoir defines “community” uses 
as “land use that encourages a mix of uses. Facilities allowed include religious, family support, 
personnel services, professional services, medical, community, housing, commercial and 
recreational services. Users live both on- and off-post and may include soldiers, dependents, 
retirees, and other civilian personnel.” Staff has reviewed the Long Range Component of the 
draft Fort Belvoir Master Plan and provided early comments to the Army on the master plan. The 
Army anticipates starting National Environmental Policy Act review of the master plan in July 
2010, with formal submission of the master plan to the Commission in the fall of 2010.  

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Department of the Army 
analyzed the environmental impacts from the project under the infrastructure projects as part of 
the BRAC Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The U.S. Army issued the final EIS in July 
2007 with a Record of Decision signed on August 7, 2007, completing the Army’s NEPA 
obligations for this project. 
 
NCPC does not have an independent NEPA responsibility for projects outside of the District of 
Columbia because it has an advisory role. 
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National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) 

Pursuant to the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the Army 
coordinated with the Virginia State Historic Preservation Officer under the Infrastructure 
projects as part of the BRAC EIS.  
 
NCPC does not have an independent Section 106 responsibility for projects outside of the 
District of Columbia because it has an advisory role. 

CONSULTATION 

Referral to relevant local planning agencies 

In accordance with the Commission’s Procedures for Intergovernmental Cooperation in Federal 
Planning in the National Capital Region, NCPC staff referred the proposed project to: Fairfax 
County; the Virginia Department of Transportation; the Virginia Department of Environmental 
Quality; the Washington Metropolitan Council of Governments; the Northern Virginia Regional 
Commission; and the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission. The comments received 
from Fairfax County are attached.  
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Attachment: Fairfax County Comments 
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