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Abstract

The Department of the Army has submitted preliminary and final site and building plans for the
construction of a new Arts and Crafts Center on the South Post of Fort Belvoir in Fairfax
County, Virginia. The existing Arts and Crafts Center will be demolished due to the expansion of
Gunston Road as part of the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) infrastructure
improvements and to meet anti-terrorism and force protection requirements. Also part of the
project is a new vestibule for the existing Auto Skills Center that is currently accessed through
the existing Arts and Crafts Center.

Commission Action Requested by Applicant

Approval of preliminary and final site and building plans pursuant to 40 U.S.C. § 8722(b)(1).

Executive Director’s Recommendation
The Commission:

Approves the preliminary and final site and building plans for the construction of a new Arts and
Crafts Center, including a new vestibule for the existing Auto Skills Center, on the South Post of
Fort Belvoir in Fairfax County, Virginia, as shown on NCPC Map File Number
2204.10(38.00)43044.

Encourages the Army to evaluate the use of bicycle facilities at the site, particularly bicycle
racks and lockers.
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Notes that Fairfax County submitted comments on the proposed project and encourages the
Army to evaluate these comments as it moves forward with the project.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Site

The proposed new Arts and Crafts Center will be located on the South Post of Fort Belvoir, on
the western side of Gunston Road near the intersection of Gunston Road and 3™ Street. Near the
site location is the existing Arts and Crafts Center (to be demolished), the Auto Care Center, and
a Criminal Investigation Command (CID) building.

Arts and Crafts Center Site Location

Gunston Road

Site Location

Auto Skills Existing Arts and
Center 3 Crafts Center
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Background

At its September 2009 meeting, the Commission approved infrastructure improvement projects
on Fort Belvoir Main Post, NCPC file number 6902, for Fort Belvoir to accommodate the
required Base Realignment and Closure Act (BRAC) of 2005 actions at the Fort. One of the
infrastructure improvement projects was the reconstruction of Gunston Road from two lanes to a
five-lane, two way road with a center turning lane, sidewalks, bicycle lanes on both sides, curb-
and-gutters, and additional landscaping from Pohick Road to Abbot Road. As a result of the
widening of Gunston Road, the existing Arts and Crafts Center will not meet anti-terrorism/
force-protection requirements and therefore the Army proposes to demolish the existing center
and construct a new Arts and Crafts Center.

Proposal

The Department of the Army has submitted preliminary and final site and building plans for the
construction of a new Arts and Crafts Center on the South Post of Fort Belvoir in Fairfax
County, Virginia. Also part of the project is a new vestibule for the existing Auto Skills Center,
which is currently accessed through the existing Arts and Crafts Center.

Arts and Crafts Center Site Layout

The proposed facility is a single story structure approximately 72 feet by 144 feet, just over
10,000 gross square feet. Programmatically, the new facility consists of publicly available
workshops for woodworking, framing, and stained glass. Other space is used for the Trophy
shop, which includes retail sales for the general public. Support for the workshops includes:
counter areas, storage, and a Director’s office. Other support areas include: bathrooms, a vending
area, janitor’s closet, and the mechanical and electrical room.
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The structure will be constructed as a pre-engineered metal building system with the north,
south, and east facades of the facility a steel stud assembly clad in brick veneer to match the Fort
Belvoir architectural standards. The west facade will be a pre-engineered metal insulated wall
panel. The roof will be a pitched metal standing seam.

New Arts and Crafts Center
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The proposed vestibule will be a steel frame structure with an aluminum curtain wall system
with laminated insulating glass. The canopy and roof parapet will be aluminum composite
panels. The metal wall panel was chosen to match the existing metal panels over the auto center
bay doors. The vestibule will be eight feet by 14 feet.

New Vestibule for the Auto Care Center

New
Vestibule
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Development Program

Applicant: The Department of the Army - Army Corps of Engineers (Baltimore District)

Estimated cost: The project is estimated to cost $3.1 million and is to be funded by BRAC
funding.

Timeline: Construction for the project is expected to start in fall of 2010 with completion and
occupancy in the summer of 2011.
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PROJECT ANALYSIS

Staff recommends the Commission approve the preliminary and final site and building plans for
the new Arts and Crafts Center and a new vestibule for the Auto Care Center on the South Post
of Fort Belvoir as this is a minor project on the installation that does not increase employee
population on base. The demolition of the existing center and construction of the new center is
required to meet AT/FP requirements outlined by the Department of Defense.

To decrease the use of single-occupancy vehicles at Fort Belvoir, staff is encouraging the Army
to evaluate the use of bicycle facilities at all of its facilities including the Arts and Crafts Center.
The reconstruction of Gunston Road will include bicycle lanes and multiple pedestrian paths.
Therefore, staff recommends that the Commission encourage the Army to evaluate the use of
bicycle facilities at the site particularly bicycle racks and lockers.

CONFORMANCE

Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital

The proposed project is not inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan for the national Capital,
particularly the Federal Workplace Element.

Relevant Federal Facility Master Plan

The project is consistent with the land use of the area as designated by the draft Master Plan
update being completed for Fort Belvoir. The draft Long Range Component of the Fort Belvoir
Master Plan proposes “community” land use in this area. Fort Belvoir defines “community” uses
as “land use that encourages a mix of uses. Facilities allowed include religious, family support,
personnel services, professional services, medical, community, housing, commercial and
recreational services. Users live both on- and off-post and may include soldiers, dependents,
retirees, and other civilian personnel.” Staff has reviewed the Long Range Component of the
draft Fort Belvoir Master Plan and provided early comments to the Army on the master plan. The
Army anticipates starting National Environmental Policy Act review of the master plan in July
2010, with formal submission of the master plan to the Commission in the fall of 2010.

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Department of the Army
analyzed the environmental impacts from the project under the infrastructure projects as part of
the BRAC Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The U.S. Army issued the final EIS in July
2007 with a Record of Decision signed on August 7, 2007, completing the Army’s NEPA
obligations for this project.

NCPC does not have an independent NEPA responsibility for projects outside of the District of
Columbia because it has an advisory role.
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National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)

Pursuant to the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the Army
coordinated with the Virginia State Historic Preservation Officer under the Infrastructure
projects as part of the BRAC EIS.

NCPC does not have an independent Section 106 responsibility for projects outside of the
District of Columbia because it has an advisory role.

CONSULTATION

Referral to relevant local planning agencies

In accordance with the Commission’s Procedures for Intergovernmental Cooperation in Federal
Planning in the National Capital Region, NCPC staff referred the proposed project to: Fairfax
County; the Virginia Department of Transportation; the Virginia Department of Environmental
Quality; the Washington Metropolitan Council of Governments; the Northern Virginia Regional
Commission; and the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission. The comments received
from Fairfax County are attached.
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Attachment: Fairfax County Comments

Arts and Crafts Center
NCFPC Project Plans—Preliminary and Final Approval Package
NCPC File Number 7095—April 2, 2010
Comments from Fairfax County Staff, May 2010
Staff Contact: Mary Ann Welton, Mary.Welton@ fairfaxcountv.gov; 703-324-1364

These comments have been prepared by the Fairfax County Department of Planning and
Zoning in collaboration with the Fairfax County Department of Public Works and
Environmental Services (DPWES), the Fairfax County Department of Transportation and
the Fairfax County Park Authority staff. Staff comments for this project are based on
building and site design as well as water quality 1ssues. This project proposes the
removal and replacement of the Kawamura Arts and Crafts Center (building 1462) which
is included in the current Fort Belvoir Master Plan.

The Kawamura Arts and Crafts Center Building is located on the west side of Gunston
Road south of Third Street on a 1.96 acre site which 1s shared by the Auto Skills Center,
the Criminal Investigation Cominand (CID) and associated surface parking. The Auto
Skills Center and the Arts and Crafts Center Building appear to be one building;
however, they are separate structures. Removal of the existing Arts and Crafts Center 1s
necessitated by the plan to widen Gunston Road as well as the fact that building 1462 no
longer meets the anti-terrorist setback requirement from Gunston Road. The proposal
involves demolishing the existing building and removing the slab and footings which
comprise slightly less than 1,000 square feet of existing impervious surface and
constructing a 92 square foot vestibule on the Gunston Road facade of the Auto Skills
Center. The new Arts and Crafts Center will be built northwest of its current location
east of CID bulding.

Transportation

The Department of Transportation provided the following comments in response to the
submission package:

e There 15 no mention of existing or planned bicycle/pedestrian or transit (including
internal and/or external shuttle) connections. This facility would seem to be a mostly
internal land use. It would seem like an opportunity to maximize non-auto trips. An
effort should be made to show support for the Transportation Demand Management
(TDM) goals reflected in the Real Property Master Plan (RPMP) and Transportation
Management Plan (TMP) through these site plans.

# Bicycle parking should be incorporated into plan. Based on square footage, adding
two inverted "U" racks allowing parking four bike spaces 1s recommended.

Page 1 of 3
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Arts and Crafts Center
NCPC review—July 1, 2010
Comments from Fairfax County staff—May 2010

Stormwater Management

The Stormwater Planning Division cited a number of water quality issues pertaining to
the Accotink Creek watershed, as a whole, because the proposal is located 1n the
watershed and because of the cumulative impact of individual proposals on water quality
within the larger watershed:

# The streams i the Accotink Creek watershed are substantially degraded and exhibit
poor habitat, poor biological conditions and a lack of fish diversity. Benthic
macromvertebrate community health 1s also poor throughout the watershed. The
entire Accotink Creek watershed 1s categorized as Watershed Restoration Level IT by
Fairfax County. The primary goal for Restoration Level II watersheds 1s to prevent
further degradation and to implement measures to improve water quality;

* Portions of Accotink Creek from the confluence with Calamo Branch to the tidal
waters of Accotink Bay have been listed as Impaired (Category 5) Waters by the
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality for benthic macromvertebrate
bioassessments (TMDL scheduled in 2010) and fecal coliform bacteria (TMDL
scheduled m 2016);

* Accotink Bay has also been listed as impaired for aquatic plants (TMDL schedule of
2010); causes of the impamrment mnclude atmospheric deposition of mitrogen,
industrial and municipal point source discharge, internal nutrient recyeling, loss of
riparian habitat, sediment resuspension and wet weather discharges. The tidal waters
of Accotink Creek near the confluence with Pohick Bay/Gunston Cove have also
been listed as impaired for PCBs in fish tissue;

* The Stormwater Management Plan, provided in the submission as Attachment I, cites
only stormwater conveyance measures from the building and from the site, such as
roof drains and vertical rain leaders with runoff conveyed to the storm sewer and
piped below grade by gravity to the site storm sewer system. The report mentions no
specific measures for water quality improvement or facilities to maintain the runoff
on the site. However, a note on the Stormwater Management Plan indicates that the
plan to treat the runoff from the Arts and Crafts project was included 1n the Main Post
Phase II plan. Thus, in order to provide a realistic evaluation of the adequacy of what
has been proposed, Stormwater Planning staff would have to review the Main Post’s
MS4 permut.

* Inconclusion, demonstration of water quality and quantity measures implemented on
site could have the positive effect of avoiding further water quality degradation,
which is the primary goal for Restoration Level II watersheds, such as Accotink
Creek.

Page 2 of 3
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Arts and Crafts Center
NCPC review—July 1, 2010
Comments from Fairfax County staff—May 2010

Other comments

e Specific statistics in the proposal have not been referenced consistently throughout
the document. For example, the existing structure to be demolished is stated to be
10,178 gross square feet in Section 1.3, page 1; but on page 5, Section 2.2 the existing
structure 1s stated to be 60° wide x 1427 long which 1s 8,520 square feet. The total
area of the site where the Arts and Crafts Center 15 located is stated to be 1.96 acres
on page 1, Section 1.2 and the site size 1s described as 1.10 acres on Attachment I,
entitled Stormwater Management and Erosion and Sediment Control Plan. Such
inconsistencies make evaluation of the proposal difficult.

e Staff commends the proposal for its goal to achieve a mimimum Silver Certification
under the United States Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED). The document references, however, LEED version
2.2. Thus has been supplanted by LEED v.3 (also referred to as LEED 2009). The
current version of LEED should be referenced, or (1n the body of the document) the
reference should, generically, identify the most current version of LEED.
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