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Excerpts from 2009 Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code 

Section 502 – Definitions 

FIRE APPARATUS ACCESS ROAD.  A road that provides fire apparatus access from a fire station to a 

facility, building or portion thereof.  This is a general term inclusive of all other terms such as fire lane, 

public street, private street, parking lot lane and access roadway. 

Section 503.2 Specifications 

503.2.1 Dimensions.  Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less than 20 

feet (6096 mm), exclusive of shoulders, except for approved security gates in accordance with Section 

503.6, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches (4115 mm). 

Exception:   Fire apparatus access roads exclusively serving single family dwelling or townhouse 

developments which are fully sprinklered as provided for in Sections R313.1 or R313.2 of the 

International Residential Code shall have an unobstructed width of not less than 18 feet (5486 

mm), exclusive of shoulders. 

Section 503.4 Obstruction of fire apparatus access roads.  Fire apparatus access roads shall not be 

obstructed in any manner, including the parking of vehicles.  The minimum widths and clearances 

established in Section 503.2.1 shall be maintained at all times. 


