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FAIRFAX COUNTY FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT 
Fact Sheet Fiscal Year 2008 (Jul 1, 2007 – Jun 30, 2008) 

 
                                                                   -- COUNTY DESCRIPTION --   
Area:  395 square miles land area * 
   (407 square miles including water area) 

* Estimated Population:  1,065,178 
 

Roads:  4,800 miles 

                 
Total Housing Units* 390,684  
Single Family Houses* 190,803  ** Total Assessed Value Taxable Real  Estate   $228.5 billion 
Apartments (all types)* 100,619  ** Mean Assessed Value of Housing Units      $542,744 
Townhouses (all types)* 97,398  
Mobile Homes* 1,864  
                         *    Source: 2006 Economic and Demographic Information 
                   ** Source: FY2009 Adopted Budget: Overview - Assessed Valuation Tax Rates 
 

BUDGET IN FISCAL YEARS COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
   
Cost Center FY08 Actual FY09 Revised*

 

Administration 2,183,226    2,320,922 People Educated % of Population 

Support Services 9,454,414 11,713,762   
Prevention 7,739,065    7,643,460 Life Safety Education 139,204  
Operations 126,252,072 136,407,695   
Volunteers 1,463,346     1,350,630 High Risk Groups  
Safety & Personnel Services 6,384,459     7,326,408  Preschool Children 20,745 27% 
Academy 5,038,329     5,150,909  School Age Child Care 11,258 98% 
Fiscal Services 1,464,079     2,066,073  Older Adults 60+ 13,775 14% 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 5,753,009     7,077,554     Juvenile Firesetters 266 100% 
Totals 
                   *as of August 2008 

165,731,999 181,702,576  

 
FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT 

   
SITES/AREAS POSITIONS STAFFED FUNCTIONS 

         
Stations   37 Uniformed 1,356 Advanced Life Support Trucks 14
Battalions   7 Civilian, full time    128      Engines 37        Aerial Ladders 7
Fire Boxes 681 *Civilian, seasonal    228 Medics 25        Tower Ladders 7
 Volunteer, Operations    247 Ambulances 17  Tankers 4
 Volunteer, Administration    224 Hazmat Unit   1  Rescues 8 
                    *109 Disaster Recovery Specialists deployed when needed  
 

 RESPONSE STATISTICS    
   
         INCIDENTS                              VEHICLE RESPONSES             SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

  Fire EMS Staff/     
   Support      
EMS 64,433  60,019 76,696 154  Water Rescue 33  
Suppression 21,296  46,762 3,469 745  Hazmat 814  
Public Service 6,207   6,370 33 207  Tech Rescue 37  
Totals 91,936  Totals 112,059 82,298 932  Total               884  
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* SELECTED EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES DATA in FAIRFAX COUNTY 

  
     Drownings/Submersions   12       Cardiac Arrests 551  
     Helicopter Transports 103       Poisonings/Overdoses 561  
     Patients Transported 52,797       Motor Vehicle Deaths and Injuries 5,921  
     Burns 156    
 

       *Statistics may not reflect total services due to the current data collection method. 

 
 SELECTED FIRE SUPPRESSION DATA in FAIRFAX COUNTY    

  
FIRES  
Structure, residential 331   FALSE ALARMS 

 Cause #1:  Abandoned, Discarded Materials  37    Malicious 461  
 Cause #2:  Heat Source Close to Combustible 35    Malfunction 2,752  
 Cause #3:  Electrical Failure, Malfunction, Other 29    Accidental/other 7,536  
    
Structure, non-residential 409   SMOKE ALARMS 

 Cause #1:  Heat Source Close to Combustible 40    Alerts (structure fires) 89  
 Cause #2:  Electrical Failure, Malfunction, Other 39    Available, not working 27  
 Cause #3:  Abandoned, Discarded Heat Source 38        Undetermined                               78 
    

*DOLLAR LOSS 

Vehicle 409    All fires $28,412,044  
 Cause #1:  Heat Source Too Close to Combustible 40    
 Cause #2:  Mechanical Failure, Malfunction, Other 39    
    
Outside/other 1,220    
 
                      *Estimated loss values do not include contents and may not reflect market property values. 

 
SELECTED FIRE PREVENTION DATA in FAIRFAX COUNTY   

 
INVESTIGATED FIRES  INVESTIGATED HAZMAT  LARGE LOSS FIRES ($50,000+) 

Accidental 142   Complaints open    453 Number 71
Incendiary 111   Investigations open        5 Total loss $22,935,962
Other 52   Active oversight cases      32  
Undetermined 26     
 
 

FIRE FATALITIES 

 
LOCATION  CAUSES  AGES 

Residential 8  Suicide 1  0 - 20 2 
Vehicle 0  Incendiary 1  21 - 35 0 
Apartment 0  Undetermined 4  36 - 50 3 
Non-Residential/Outside 0  Accidental 2  51 - 65 2 
  65+ 1 
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FAIRFAX COUNTY FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT 
Performance Indicators:  Fiscal Year 2008 

 
 

OPERATIONS  
  
Return of Spontaneous Circulation1

                                35.8%         
Unit Arrival Rates within established standards:2

   First Responder with AED on-scene in 5 minutes of dispatch                                               59.54%       
   ALS Transport Unit on-scene in 9 minutes of dispatch                                                         95.34%  
   Engine Company on-scene of a structure fire in 5 minutes of dispatch                                 50.43% 
   Fifteen (15) Operational Personnel assemble on a structure fire in 9 minutes of dispatch    89.47% 
 
 
 

FIRE PREVENTION    
Fire Protection Systems Tested:  
 High-Rise Buildings 62.30%  
 Health Care Facilities 93.53%  
 Child Care Facilities  74.38%  
  
Occupancies Inspected:  
 Public Assemblies, during peak hours                                   22  
  
Total Fire System Tests                             14,790 
Total Inspections     26,830  
Total Plans Reviewed                              8,084 
Total Revenue for Fire Marshall’s Office                     $3,579,896 
 
 

                                                 
1 All patients with witnessed non-traumatic cardiopulmonary arrests who present with a shockable rhythm and who arrive at a hospital 
with return of spontaneous circulation.  Percentage based on Calendar Year 2007 data. 
2 Established standards per the National Fire Protection Association and the American Heart Association. 


