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“The Fairfax Way, Moving Forward.”

December 15, 2013     Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department

Lieutenant Matt  Tamillow, Fire and Rescue Station 8, Annandale, fi ghts a large warehouse fi re, September 2, 2013, at 801 S. Pickett  
Street, Alexandria.  The six-alarm fi re brought units from Fairfax, Alexandria, Arlington, and several other jurisdictions.  It took several 
hours to bring the fi re under control.  The warehouse had large amounts of carpet inside the structure.  The cause of the fi re is under 
investigation.  (Photo by Michael Billewicz)



 Front Lines December 15, 20132

“The Fairfax Way, Moving Forward.”

“As Fire 
and Rescue 

Department 
personnel we 

must continue 
to practice, 

practice, 
practice 

and train, 
train, train 

on executing 
the basics 

perfectly!”  

Richard R. Bowers, Jr.
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From The Fire Chief . . .

 The Fairfax County Fire 
and Rescue Department is 
steeped in its history with 

tradition and pride associated with 
our personnel and stations.  It is our 
duty to always honor the past and 
history, but also embrace the future 
as we develop “The Fairfax Way, 
Moving Forward!”

 As we pave our future with the 
FRD Strategic Plan, I want to take 

• Be ready, be safe, be fit and 
healthy!

• Be kind and respectful!
• Embrace diversity and mentor!
• Execute the basics perfectly!
• Train, train, train!
• Work together!
• Community outreach!

Fire Chief’s Expectations
time to write 
about each of 
the “Fire Chief’s 
Expectations.”  
Making sure 
everyone in 
the department 
knows and un-
derstands what 
the expectations 
of the Fire Chief 
are, is only fair, 
reasonable, and the right thing to do.

 Our mission statement has been re-
vised with the insertion of “premier” 
because the Fairfax County Fire and 
Rescue Department as a fi re-based 
EMS department leader is always on 
and over the edge of training and op-
erations!  Our revised mission state-
ment reads as, “The Fairfax County 
Fire and Rescue Department is dedi-
cated to being a premier community-
focused fi re and rescue department 
ensuring a safe environment for 
everyone.”

Let me begin with the expecta-
tion of “execute the basics perfectly” 
and write about what this statement 

means in this edition of Front Lines.
Every day in the performance of 

our duties and responsibilities, there 
are basics that need to be completed 
while doing our jobs!  The basics 
make or break us during incident op-
erations, training, or performing ad-
ministrative activities.  The outcome 
of executing the basics perfectly lays 
the foundation for success in almost 
every situation.  For example, during 

incident opera-
tions the basics 
allow us to re-
act instinctively 
and intuitively 
to mitigate 
emergency 
situations.  
Focusing on the 
execution of the 
basics paves 
a pathway for  

safe operations.
As Fire and Rescue Department 

personnel we must continue to prac-
tice, practice, practice and train, train, 
train on executing the basics per-
fectly!

Thank you for your work and ef-
forts!  I am proud of the men and 
women of this great department!   v

Happy Happy 
HolidaysHolidays
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Photos (right and above) of the Fairfax County 
Fire and Rescue Academy when fi rst constructed 
in the 1960s. 

Facts-At-A-Glance
• Two-story addition adds 27,500 square 

feet
• Approximately 4,500 square feet reno-

vated
• Consolidates all EMS training (pro-

vides a full size ambulance mock-up)
• Increases staff  and recruit locker rooms
• Provides large and state-of-the-art fi t-

ness room
• Anticipate LEED Silver designation
• Redesigned main entrance for more 

visibility and accessibility 
• Incident Command Room
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These photos are renderings of the current and future Fairfax County Fire and 
Rescue Academy.  Construction is on time and is scheduled for completion 
in summer of 2014  The new Academy will allow personnel from the Tysons 
Corner facility to join staff  at 4600 West Ox Road.  The new two-story facility 
is a welcomed addition, and will dramatically upgrade the training facility and 
increase capacity for centralized and decentralized training for fi re suppression, 
EMS, and specialty training.

Fire Academy 
Expands
(to be completed 

Summer 2014)

The new open design will also feature more 
daylight in offi  ces and common areas. (lower 
left photo)
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135th Recruit School

Firefi ghter
Nicholas L. Crabtree

Firefi ghter/Medic
Hannah M. Davis

Firefi ghter
Richard A. Dawley, Jr.

Firefi ghter/Medic
Mathew J. Moon

Firefi ghter/Medic
Daniel Donato

Firefi ghter
Kevin G. Gorospe

Firefi ghter
Gregory V. Haynes

Firefi ghter/Medic
Robert C. Broughan

Firefi ghter/Medic
Katherine R. Murray

Firefi ghter
Nicole K. Mitt endorff 

Firefi ghter/Medic
Grant A. Phillips

Firefi ghter
Tricia E. Nelsen

Firefi ghter
Robert L. H. Radam III

Firefi ghter
Justin R. Richardson

Firefi ghter/Medic
Patrick D. Ralph

Firefi ghter/Medic
Christopher J. Adkins

Firefi ghter/Medic
Christopher Seaman

Firefi ghter/Medic
Mica L. Swislow

Firefi ghter 
Shou C. Tzong

Firefi ghter/Medic
Joshua M. Wallace

Firefi ghter 
Jose A. Turcios



7December 15, 2013

“The Fairfax Way, Moving Forward.”

A dream of a lifetime comes true...............Technician Jason 
Munt visited Fire and Rescue Station 30, Merrifi eld, during 
Fire Prevention Open House, posing for a photo on the station's 
fi re truck when he was just four years old; he realized then he 
wanted to be a fi refi ghter.  Now 27 years later, he's not only a 
Fairfax County fi refi ghter and assigned to the Merrifi eld Fire 
and Rescue Station, he actually is the assigned driver of the fi re 
truck (now Tower 430).............now he sits in the truck every 
day when he comes to work.  Dreams do come true after all!

Dreams Do Come True . . .

Lett er
of

Thanks
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The Fairfax County Fire 
and Rescue Department 
is pleased to welcome the 
newest addition to the 
Public Safety Occupational 
Health Center’s consul-
tants, Nicole V. Brown, 
Registered Dietitian Nutri-
tionist.

Her company, “For the 
Health of It” has been 
providing nutrition and 
fi tness expertise to phy-
sician-referred and self-
referred adults and pedi-

Nicole V. Brown, 
MS, RDN, LD, HFS
Nutritionist/Dietitian

By Captain II David W. Hall 
Occupational Health and Safety

Occupational Health & Safety Nutritionist/Dietitian

atric clients in the Washington DC Metropolitan 
area since 2000.  Prior to 2000, “For the Health 
of It” was operational in Landstuhl, Germany, 
where she provided, among other services, health 
promotion expertise to military, commercial and 
private organizations, individuals, nutrition edu-
cation lectures, and cooking demonstrations for 
community groups.

She has a master’s degree in nutrition and is 
also a Registered Dietician and an ACSM Certi-
fi ed Health Fitness Specialist.  Her areas of exper-
tise include:  weight management, cholesterol, 
diabetes, hypertension, and sports nutrition.

At the time of an employee’s annual physical or 
a physician requested consult, PSOHC provid-
ers may provide an employee who is felt to be 
“at risk” with an initial nutrition consult refer-
ral.  The initial consult is provided at no cost to 
the employee.  However, funding for additional/
long-term treatment may be transferred to the 
employee’s private health insurance.

The PSOHC also plans to begin publishing 
quarterly nutrition/fi tness newslett ers at the 
beginning of 2014 for distribution throughout all 
Fairfax County Public Safety Departments.  At 
the present time, public safety employees must 
have a referral from the PSOHC prior to seeing 
Ms. Brown.  Any other questions regarding nu-
tritional/dietary needs should be directed to the 
Wellness Fitness Program Man ager at 703-263-
7316.   v

Front Lines can be viewed at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fr



9December 15, 2013

“The Fairfax Way, Moving Forward.”

Employees from Fairfax County 
Federal Credit Union made a spe-
cial trip to Fire and Rescue Station 
40, Fairfax Center, to thank crews 
for their timely response to a fi re in 
their main branch offi  ce in Fairfax.  
The staff  wanted a photo with fi rst 
responders who helped in their mo-
ment of need.  

Firefi ghters from Fire and Rescue Station 36, 
Frying Pan, run in the Race to Rid SIDS 5K 
and 1K Litt le Angels Fun Run, October, 5, 
2013.  Over a hundred children from Oak 
Hill Elementary in the Herndon area par-
ticipated in the event.  Firefi ghters showed 
their overwhelming support by running in 
full turnout gear--they were a big hit.

Second Citizen’s Fire and Rescue Academy
The second Citizens Fire 
and Rescue Academy 
dresses out in turnout 
gear for a class photo on 
their second day of class 
September, 26, 2013, 
at the Fire and Rescue 
Training Academy. The 
class met  nine times and 
were exposed to all facets 
of the FXFRD, covering 
both the emergency and 
non-emergency areas of 
the organization. Wel-
come to the FXFRD.
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Deputy Chief Anthony Barrero, Training, presents Captain II 
Jay Palau, Fire and Rescue Station 41, Crosspoint, with a plaque 
for being best in show in the 7th batt alion during Fire Prevention 
Open House.  

Deputy Chief William Garrett , EMS Division, presents Volunteer 
Chief Jeff rey Sargent, Fire and Rescue Station, 17, Centreville, 
with a plaque for being best in show in the 3rd batt alion, during 
Fire Prevention Open House.   Philip Sica, (far left), and Captain 
II Donald R. Brasfi eld (far right), Station Commander, also par-
ticipated in the presentation.

Deputy Chief Robert Zoldos, A-Shift, presents plaque to personnel 
at Fire and Rescue Station 22, Springfi eld, for being selected as best 
in the 5th batt alion during Fire Prevention Open House.

2013 Fire Prevention Week
Open House Winners

Batt alion 1  .............................................. FS39
Batt alion 2 ............................................... FS02
Batt alion 3 ............................................... FS17
Batt alion 4 ............................................... FS08
Batt alion 5 ............................................... FS22
Batt alion 6 ............................................... FS11
Batt alion 7 ............................................... FS41

2013 Fire Prevention Week Open House

Deputy Chief Robert Zoldos, A-Shift, presents the plaque for best 
in the 6th batt alion to Firefi ghter/Medic Jason Peterson, Fire and 
Rescue Station 11, Penn Daw, at the 2013 Fire Prevention Open 
House.

Vienna Volunteer Fire Chief John Morrison, Vienna President 
Anthony Stancampiano,and Volunteer EMT/Secretary Michael 
Medwedeff  accept the best in show plaque for Fire Prevention Open 
House for the 2nd batt alion, from Deputy Chief Richard Roatch, 
C-Shift, Operations Deputy, and Batt alion Chief John Price, BC 
402.  (Photo by Daniel Sieff )



11December 15, 2013

“The Fairfax Way, Moving Forward.”

Engine 442 is escorted to Fire and Rescue Station 42, Wolftrap, October 12, 2013, by Batt alion 402 as part of the “housing pro-
cedure” for the new engine at the new Wolftrap fi re station.  The engine moved to the fi re hydrant to be fi lled with water prior to 
pushing the engine into the apparatus bay by station personnel and local community visitors.  The procedure took place at 1 p.m. 
during the department’s Fire Prevention Open House.  Deputy Chief Robert Zoldos, A-Shift, provided remarks and emceed the 
event, with Sharon Bulova, Chairman, Board of Supervisors, and the Fire Chief also providing remarks.  (Photos by Master Techni-
cian Sarah C. Joliat)

Fire and Rescue Station 42, Wolftrap Conducts Apparatus 
Housing Ceremony During Fire Prevention Open House

A fi refi ghter from Fire and Rescue Station 2, Vienna, puts out a 
kitchen fi re as part of a demonstration during Fire Prevention Open 
House, October 12, 2013.  Firefi ghters provided regular demos 
showing residents the dangers of kitchen fi res.  Cooking fi res are 
the number one cause of residential fi res.  (Photo by Daniel Sieff )

Chairman Sharon Bulova, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, 
and Deputy Chief Anthony Barrero, Chief Training Offi  cer, take 
in the various activities of the 2013 Fire Prevention Open House 
at Fire and Rescue Station 14, Burke, October 12, 2013.  Several 
hundred residents visited the fi re station.
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Department staff  and other supporters form a pink ribbon as they do “Rocking the 
Pink” outside the Massey Building, October 8, 2013, showing their unwavering 
support for Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  (Photo provided by Deborah Cobb, 
Connection Newspapers)

Firefi ghters and police offi  cers support the Pink Heals Tour, September 8, 2013, at the Reston Town Center.  The Pink Heals Tour 
mott o is simply:  “Supporting Women, Raising Awareness.”  The focus is on women survivors; however, support is provided to all 
women batt ling all types of cancer.  Pink fi re engines, trucks, ambulances, police cruisers, and buses were available for residents 
that have been aff ected by cancer to autograph or write a personal message on the pink vehicles.  Pink t-shirts were available for sale.   

Firefi ghters Support the Pink Heals Tour

The Department Goes Pink f
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The Fairfax Board of Supervisors recognized Breast Cancer Awareness month with a proclamation October 8, 2013, at their board meet-
ing.  FXFRD personnel were heavily represented at the meeting wearing a sea of pink.  Firefi ghters wore pink t-shirts from Oct. 1 -  14.

It's open! Fire and Rescue Station 42, Wolftrap, opened October 
1, 2013 at 7 a.m.  A Grand Opening was conducted November 2, 
2013, at 11 a.m. The engine crew is sporting pink t-shirts in sup-
port of breast cancer awareness.  The station ran its fi rst emergency 
call at 9:06 a.m., October 1, 2013. Congrats and welcome to the 
neighborhood.

Academy instructors, staff , and 
recruit fi refi ghters from the 135th 
Recruit School take a minute from 
training to celebrate Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month, October, 
18, 2013, in front of the burn 
building at the Academy. (Photo 
by Angela Ballard, Academy)

for Breast Cancer Awareness

Firefi ghters from Fire and Rescue Station 2, Vienna, show their sup-
port for Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  Left to right:  Firefi ghter 
Vicki Clary, Captain I Samuel Devera, Firefi ghter Jason Schmidt, 
and Firefi ghter Seo He Chae, and Technician Giovanni Vasquez 
(Photo by Daniel Sieff )
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Firefi ghters responded to a house fi re, September 8, 2013, at 1036 
Leigh Mill Road, in the Great Falls area.  The large home was fully 
involved with fi re upon arrival of units, and took fi refi ghters ap-
proximately  90 minutes to bring the fi re under control.  The home 
was under renovation and was unoccupied when the fi re broke out.  
The $1.13 million home was a complete loss.  The fi re is under 
investigation.

Fire investigators confer after the fatal townhouse fi re, November 
7, 2013, at 6902 Deer Run Drive, in the Alexandria area of Fair-
fax County. The end unit townhouse was fully involved with fi re 
upon arrival and was a total loss.  The cause of the fi re is under 
investigation.

Firefi ghters encountered heavy smoke and fi re coming from the roof and rear of this middle unit townhouse at 7207 Evanston Road, 
Springfi eld.  Firefi ghters rescued a dog and cat; however, no one else was home when the fi re broke out.  Damage is estimated at 
$200,000.  The fi re is under investigation.
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Firefi ghters batt led a two-alarm fi re September 15, 2013, in the 
Fairfax Station area.  The single-family home is located at 8108 
Bellingham Court.  The fi re displaced three adults who were not at 
home when the fi re broke out.  Damage is estimated at $500,000 
and the cause of the fi re is under investigation. 

Firefi ghters responded to a large outside transformer fi re, resulting 
in several explosions at 11800 Sunset Hills, Reston.  Firefi ghters 
aggressively fought the fi re and contained it to the outside area, 
not allowing it to spread to the building.   Everyone was evacuated  
from the 13-story building.  There was one non-life threatening 
injury to a bystander. 

The sky was populated with multiple bolts of lightning and thunder 
on August 21, 2013, in front of Fire and Rescue Station 22, Spring-
fi eld.  Fortunately, there were no fi res as a result of the lightning.  
(Photo by Master Technician William Britt on)

A nearby storage shed fi re extended to the siding of a Falls Church 
townhouse at 7901 Yancey Drive, causing approximately $50,000 
in damage.  The  occupants, four adults and two children, escaped 
unharmed and were displaced.

Training academy staff  conduct a live fi re demonstration for training staff  from Montgomery Fire/Rescue, Manassas Fire Depart-
ment, and the ATF fi re modeling team, October 31, on Tappawingo Road, Vienna.  (Photos by Brian Mensing)
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DID YOU KNOW that if an Organizer sends a meeting invite through Outlook and the recipi-
ent hits “accept without sending response,” it shows up on the recipient’s calendar as accepted, 
but does not on the Organizer’s calendar?  All this time I thought I was accepting a meeting 
while avoiding sending the Organizer a pesky email response, but this is not the case...it will 
not refl ect on the Organizer’s calendar that the meeting was accepted.

Did You Know . . . 

Charles S. commented on Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department’s photo. Charles S. wrote: “12,000 square feet, 
that’s a lot of house. It was fortunate that FCF & RD were able to save the guest & pool house. When you’re looking for 
your next house, look for a hydrant or two also. This was a beautiful location, but it was a hydrant free area.”

Missy T. commented on Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department’s photo. Missy T. wrote: “Great work! Stunning 
pic too!”

David S. wrote:  The photos you post on facebook are AWESOME

Henry D. commented on Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department’s photo.  Henry wrote: “Wow, that’s an average 
of almost 16 calls each day. Busy and very important house for sure!”

MarshaandAllen M. commented on a link Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department shared. MarshaandAllen M. 
wrote: “Thank you for your continued support for these important events. Together we can make a diff erence.”

Jane R. commented on Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department’s photo.  Jane R. wrote: “I drive past there almost 
every day....It was good to see the bays open and people there!”

Charles S. commented on Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department’s photo. Charles S. wrote: “Good news to hear 
that 42 will fi nally be manned and ready for action next week. With all the new developement just East of this location 
in Tysons Corner, the men/women who work here will be very busy. Congratulations and good luck to all who will be 
working here !” 

Janet H. commented on Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department’s photo.  Janet H. wrote: “Thanks to Station 11 
for a great open house! My son Tyler had an awesome time!”

The Centreville Independent commented on a link Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department shared.  The Centreville 
Independent wrote: “We had a wonderful time. Thank you!”

Diane H. commented on Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department’s Coat Drive 2013 album.  Diane wrote: “Thank 
you to everyone from United Community Ministries for the coats that we received for our client families in Alexandria. 
You rock!”

Matt hew H. commented on a link Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department shared.  Matt hew wrote: “We have our 
good days and we have our bad days but it is still the BEST job in the world!”

Linda T. commented on a photo Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department shared.  Linda wrote: “Thank you Fairfax 
County Fire and Rescue Department. I appreciate the warning and alerts to convey to us. You are truly the best.....We 
appreciate your dedication and service.”

Facebook FeedbackFacebook Feedback



17December 15, 2013

“The Fairfax Way, Moving Forward.”

Large Loss Fire Investigations

Firefi ghters from Fire and Rescue Station 30, Merrifi eld, visited 
Merritt  Academy October 9, 2013, to raise awareness of fi re safety 
during Fire Prevention Week, October 6 - 12, 2013.    

Date:  8/9/2013   Box:  24-02   Address:  8627 Beekman Place  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Incendiary   Value:  $150,000   Loss:  $60,000   Status:  Open
Date:  8/20/2013  Box:  05-01   Address:  5428 Castle Bar Lane  Type:  Residential
Cause:  Accidental   Value:  $531,000  Loss:  $50,000   Status:  Closed
Date:  8/23/2013  Box:  24-02   Address:  8659 Venoy Court  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Undetermined   Value:  $   Loss:  $50,000   Status:  Open
Date:  9/3/2013  Box:  25-03  Address:  9840 Coral Bells Court  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Accidental   Value:  $579,480   Loss:  $250,000   Status:  Closed
Date:  9/8/2013  Box:  29-07   Address:  1036 Leigh Mill Road  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Accidental   Value:  $1,500,000   Loss:  $1,500,000   Status:  Closed
Date:  9/9/2013  Box:  38-00  Address:  14825 Maidstone Court  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Accidental  Value:  $255,000   Loss:  $60,000  Status:  Closed
Date:  9/11/2013  Box:  26-05   Address:  5254 Cozy Glen Lane  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Accidental   Value:  $638,790   Loss:  $150,000   Status:  Closed
Date:  9/15/2013  Box:  41-03   Address:  8108 Bellingham Court  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Undetermined  Value:  $776,145  Loss:  $500,000   Status:  Inactive
Date:  9/18/2013  Box:  14-09   Address:  9709 Church Way  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Accidental   Value:  $510,000   Loss:  $100,000   Status:  Closed
Date:  9/23/2013  Box:  14-07   Address:  4942 Andrea Avenue  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Accidental   Value:  $451,850   Loss:  $150,000   Status:  Closed
Date:  9/29/2013  Box:  08-05   Address:  7300 Franklin Road  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Accidental   Value:  $358,000  Loss:  $75,000   Status:  Closed
Date:  10/20/2013  Box:  21-12   Address:  11581 Laurel Lake Square  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Accidental   Value:  $450,000   Loss:  $250,000   Status:  Closed
Date:  10/29/2013  Box:  31-01  Address:  11686 Generation Court  Type:  Residential  
Cause:  Accidental   Value:  $375,000   Loss:  $75,000   Status:  Closed

Six-year old Calvin (left) stopped by to visit Fire and Rescue Station 
1, McLean, on September 22, 2013, and to personally thank Lieuten-
ant Thomas Meloy (right), and Firefi ghter Randall Gage for treating 
and transporting him to the emergency room after falling from a 
fence.  Calvin had his cast autographed by the crew while there.
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Ambulance

Unit Calls
A 4 0 2 E  1 2 6
A 4 2 1 E  1 1 9
A 4 2 2 E  1 0 2
A 4 1 4 E  5 0
A 4 0 5 E  4 9
A 4 1 3 E  3 9
A 4 3 8 E  3 5
A 4 2 2  3 2
A 4 1 7 E  2 5
A 4 0 8 E  1 8

Engine Company

Unit Calls
E 4 0 9  7 8 1
E 4 1 0  7 6 6
E 4 0 8  7 1 9
E 4 3 0  7 1 4
E 4 2 9  7 0 3
E 4 1 1  6 9 7
E 4 1 3  6 5 8
E 4 2 2  6 4 0
E 4 1 7  6 2 2
E 4 0 4  6 1 9

Rescue Squad

Unit Calls
R 4 2 6  3 9 0
R 4 1 1  3 6 0
R 4 2 1  3 4 8
R 4 1 8  3 1 9
R 4 0 1  2 8 9
R 4 1 9  2 4 3
R 4 1 4  2 2 7
R 4 3 9  2 0 6  

July - September 2013

Unit activity is compiled from the event history fi le.  A unit must be dispatched 
to a call or added on to be counted.  Mutual aid dispatches are included in the 
activity report.

Top 10 Activity ReportTop 10 Activity Report

Medic

Unit Calls
M 4 2 2  6 2 4
M 4 1 0  6 0 8
M 4 2 9  5 8 9
M 4 3 0  5 7 8
M 4 1 3  5 5 5
M 4 2 6  5 5 4
M 4 2 5  5 4 6
M 4 2 1  5 4 3
M 4 0 5  5 2 5
M 4 0 4  5 2 4

Batt alion Chiefs &
EMS Captains

Unit Calls
E M S 4 0 5  4 2 8
E M S 4 0 4  4 0 9
E M S 4 0 3  3 6 2
E M S 4 0 2  3 2 2
E M S 4 0 6  3 1 7
E M S 4 0 1  2 8 3
E M S 4 0 7  2 3 4
B C 4 0 4  2 2 3
B C 4 0 3  1 9 8
B C 4 0 2  1 8 8

Ladder Company

Unit Calls
T L 4 3 6  5 0 3
T L 4 2 9  4 9 7
T 4 1 0  4 6 1
T 4 2 5  4 3 7
T L 4 3 0  4 0 2
T 4 1 1  3 8 2
T L 4 0 8  3 6 1
T 4 2 2  3 2 3
T L 4 0 5  2 9 2
T L 4 0 1  2 8 6

Birth
 Announcements

Master Technician Dawn C. Kerns  
(FS26-B) and Technician David M. 
Kerns (FS23-B) welcomed their 
twin girls, Adeline Dawn Kerns 
and Ansley Merida Kerns, into the 
world on March 8, 2013.

Master Technician Kevin Campbell 
(Air Shop) and his wife, Maria, 
welcomed their son, Kaden Leonard 
Campbell, into the world October 
29, 2013.

Technician Maxwell L. Price (FS04-B) 
and his wife, Kelly, welcomed their 
son, Calvin Robert Price, into the 
world November 23, 2013.

The Board of Supervisors recognized FXFRD for Fire Prevention Week with a proc-
lamation.  (FXFRD Fire Prevention Open House was Saturday, October 12, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.)  The Board also spotlighted our Safety In Our Community Program 
(SIOC).  The program was designed to help “prevent the 911 call.”  Front line and 
support staff  gathered for a group photo, September 24, 2013.

The 2014 deadlines are 
February 15, May 15, August 
15, and November 15.  Please 
submit articles or text to Dan 
Schmidt at Dan.Schmidt@
fairfaxcounty.gov or Cathy 
Richards, Cathy.Richards@

fairfaxcounty.gov.

Front Lines
Deadlines
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Community Outreach Program Highlights

(Pictured Right) Firefi ghters, both active and retired, and de-
partment civilians, handed out backpacks and school supplies to 
needy children August  29, at Fire and Rescue Station 11, Penn 
Daw.  Supervisor Jeff  McKay, Lee District; Supervisor Penny 
Gross, Mason District; County Executive Ed Long, and Deputy 
County Executive Dave Rohrer all joined in on the festivities.  
Over 2,600 deserving kids  received much needed backpacks and 
school supplies. 

(Pictured Above) Firefi ghters, civilian employees, retirees, and 
Operation Warm offi  cials participate in another record breaking 
winter coat giveaway for needy and deserving school children 
throughout the region, October, 30, 2013, at Fire and Rescue 
Station 11, Penn Daw.  A fi rst for 2013, most of the new winter 
coats provided were American made.  Several thousand coats 
were distributed to school administrators, churches, and social 
services.  (Photos by Elliott  Rubino)

(Pictured Above) The Fire Chief, Master Technician Joel Ko-
bersteen, and crews from Fire and Rescue Station 40, Fairfax 
Center, went to Powell Elementary School, November 20, 2013, 
to thank and present certifi cates to students for their valiant ef-
forts in raising money for MDA.  The children sold lemonade to 
residents in their neighborhood in support of MDA, raising more 
than $360.  The children were thrilled for the surprise visit and 
att ention.  (Photos by Gary Dize)  
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Awards & Presentations

GIS Award
The Virginia 2013 GIS Conference 

selected the  Fairfax County Fire and 
Rescue Department’s IT Section as 

a second place winner in the Project 
Poster Contest (Professional Category), 
September 17, 2013.  The project was an 
analysis of the third safety offi  cer staff -
ing study conducted by Brian McMil-

lan, an intern, and sophomore at James 
Madison University.

Air Force Senior Master Sergeant Timothy Nicholson, and a lieutenant in the Fairfax 
County Fire and Rescue Department, assigned to Fire and Rescue Station 29, Tysons 
Corner, received the 2013 Earl T. Ricks Award, September 16, 2013, at the Air Force As-
sociation Air and Space Conference and Technology Exposition.  Nicholson (eighth from 
the left) and his crew,  are assigned to the 167th Airlift Wing, received the award for their 
quick thinking and exemplary teamwork after their C-5 Galaxy aircraft suff ered multiple 
bird strikes during a takeoff  that severely damaged two of the aircraft’s engines on April 
13, 2013,  while overseas on a mission.  Fire Chief Bowers provided congratulations while 
att ending the ceremony at the Gaylord Hotel.

McLean Chamber 
of Commerce Award

Lieutenant Antonio D. Trammell
Firefi ghter of the Year, FS01

Career Achievement Awards

Captain I Michael W. Whetsell
Lieutenant Janet T. Norko

Lieutenant Easton M. Peterson
Technician Nathaniel R. Moore

Meritorious Service Award

Paul Lof, Administrative Assistant III
Kim Renfro,

 Materials Management Specialist I

Team Performance Awards

EMS Manual
Batt alion Chief Philip A. Pommerening

Captain II Mark Guditus
Captain II Glenn D. Kaplan

Captain II William R. Kingdon
Captain II James E. Lee, Jr.

Captain II Scott  R. Lison
Captain II Mark A. Schroeder 
Captain II Ronald B. Sydnor
Captain II Donald L. Vaught
Captain I Mark E. Kordalski

Captain I Cindy S. White
Lieutenant Kenneth L. Coff elt

Lieutenant Edward D. DeCarlo
Lieutenant William J. Lamont III

Lieutenant James T. Martin
Lieutenant Easton M. Peterson

Lieutenant Jessica P. Spear
Lieutenant Bruce J. Stark

Lieutenant David A. Winter
Lieutenant Mark R. Wolfi n

Master Technician Kristi L. Bartlett 

Master Technician Kelly D. Johnston
Master Technician Christopher M. Kroboth

Technician Jason M. Butt enshaw
Technician Adam C. Heming

Technician William L. Kendall
Technician Amy L. Olson

Technician Michael C. Pickering
Technician Jessica T. Pickett 

Technician Johnny Price
Technician Jacob L. Quirke
Technician Paige K. Smith

Technician Adam M. Armstrong
Firefi ghter/Medic Jon A. Bailey

Firefi ghter/Medic Christopher F. Martin
Scott  Weir, MD

Dan Avstreih, MD 
Donna M. Speakes, Nurse Practitioner

Beth L. Adams Roemmelt,
Management Analyst III

Alfred J. Pacifi co, Instructor III

Hydraulics Manual
Captain II Fred H. Brandell, Jr.

Lieutenant Ryan S. Fletcher
Master Technician Michael D. Macario

Master Technician Cliff  E. Sweeney

Inspections
Captain II Rocco Alvaro

Captain II Donald R. Brasfi eld
Captain II George A. Hollingsworth

Lieutenant John R. Brinkerhoff 
Lieutenant Haywood P. Marshall

Master Technician Rolf F. Lenzsch, Jr.
Sheila A. Pulliam, Inspector III 
Dianne A. Crump, Inspector II

Stacy Harman, Inspector II
Kristopher L. Lacy, Inspector II

George G. Martin, Jr., Inspector II
Scott  A. Read, Inspector II

Lisa D. Reddington, Inspector II
Matt hew W. Smith, Inspector II

Matt hew M. Solomon, Inspector II 
Cathy E. Perry, Inspector I

Margaret A. Dix, Financial Specialist III
Matt hew W. Davis, Financial Specialist I

Amanjit S. Sohi, 
Administrative Assistant II

Team Performance Awards

Logistics
Captain I Jennifer L. Svites

Lavanda G. Sykes, 
Materials Management Specialist I 

Willie D. Gilliam, Instrument Technician II
Fredrick R. Reddington,
Instrument Technician II

Joseph R. Konczal,
Materials Management Assistant

Jesse D. Kruse,
Materials Management Driver
Brian C. Bundy, Truck Driver

Inspections
LaTycia S. Tanks, Inspector III

Unit Citation Awards

CPR
Captain I Kenneth A. Wildman

Lieutenant Jon W. Snyder
Master Technician Garner T. Marshall

Master Technician John M. Stett er
Technician Joseph M. Jones, Jr.

Technician Linda J. Post
Firefi ghter Ampofo J. Davis
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Mount Vernon-Lee
Chamber of Commerce 

Awards
The following awards were recognized 

at the Mt. Vernon-Lee Chamber of 
Commerce, Police & Firefi ghters Salute, 

September 27, 2013.

Those recognized were:

Captain Mark Menton
Offi  cer of the Year, FS11

Technician Kempton
EMT/Medic of the Year, FS37

Technician Randy Schwartz 
Firefi ghter of the Year, FS11

Technician John Guy 
Meritorious Service/Longevity Award, 

FS11 

Firefi ghter Sung H. Lee
Firefi ghter Raymond W. Tricarico

I-95 Vehicle Accident
Captain I Marc L. Straubinger

Lieutenant James R. Bookwalter, Jr.
Lieutenant Michael P. D’Amico
Lieutenant Jeff rey T. Wharton

Master Technician Terry J. Berner
Master Technician Anthony L. Cabrera

Master Technician Serge S. Tcheuff a
Master Technician John S. Werh

Master Technician Harold B. Wolf
Technician Latasha Faulk

Technician Toussaint M. Holland
Technician Richard E. Lathrop
Technician Jerold R. Manuel
Technician Wesley J. Sloan 

Technician Thomas D. Wainwright
Firefi ghter Brian D. Foster

Firefi ghter Man Y. Li
Firefi ghter Kelvin L. Teel, Jr.

Litt le River Turnpike Incident
Captain I Dustin J. Cramer
Captain I Colin D. Flanigan

Captain I Jared B. Goff 
Captain I John E. Peters

Lieutenant Joshua R. Allen
Lieutenant Diron D. Powell

Master Technician Herbert M. Knerr, Jr.
Master Technician Joel J. Kobersteen 
Master Technician Robert J. Pilsucki

Master Technician James Pott er
Technician Daryl T. Casey

Technician David M. Kerns
Technician Duane E. Lawrence

Acting Technician Thomas E. Hill
Firefi ghter Stanley A. Jones 
Firefi ghter Alex E. Stewart

Firefi ghter Colin T. Morgan
Firefi ghter Sean A. O’Neill

Firefi ghter Rachel L. Wicker

Motorcycle Accident
Captain II Richard A. McKinney
Master Technician Kim A. Klaren

Technician Nicole Y. Ciarrocca
Technician Minh T. Nguyen

Firefi ghter Carl E. Drew
Firefi ghter Marlon D. Garner

Firefi ghter Gregory A. Morton

Water Rescue
Captain II Danny J. Daniels II

Captain II Kevin Edwards
Master Technician Edward C. Lofties
Master Technician Beverly L. Studds

Technician Rickie L. Atkins
Technician Christopher R. Gay
Technician Annita L. Reynolds

Firefi ghter Nathan N. White 

Safe Driving Awards

15 Years
Technician Lloyd Coburn III

10 Year Safe Driving
Master Technician Carol A. Laymon 

Technician Trisha A. Danula
Technician Terrance L. Ewell

Technician Peter Kehne
Technician Michael D. Moore
Technician Samuel L. Poles

5 Years
Master Technician Brian A. Bonifas
Master Technician Brian C. Roberts 

Technician Ryland W. Chapman
Technician Stephen A. Haines

Technician Nicholas F. Heufelder
Technician Michael D. Miller

Technician Eric D. McLaughlin
Technician Susan V. Tomczak

Firefi ghter Brandon M. Winfi eld

Fire Chief’s
Unit Citation Awards

Live Burn Exercises
Captain II Bill C. Betz 

Captain I David W. Barlow
Captain I Keith W. Cerzullo

Captain I Richard M. Lancing
Captain I Barry W. Maham

Captain I Rex E. Strickland III
Lieutenant Jason R. Abitz 

Lieutenant Thomas R. Carver, Jr.
Lieutenant James A. Flynn

Lieutenant William T. Hyden, Jr.
Lieutenant Claude R. Johnson, Jr.

Lieutenant Scott  Kraut
Lieutenant Timothy W. Palmer

Master Technician Michael B. Crowder
Master Technician Michael C. Lewis

Master Technician Brian T. Wood
Technician Kevin W. Pett y

Technician Javier A. Santa Gadea Rayo
Technician Peter G. Zagorites

Firefi ghter/Medic Robert Blasett i, Jr.
Firefi ghter Ryan H. Chinn

Firefi ghter Jamal R. Hudson
Firefi ghter James C. Kenney
Firefi ghter Nathan R. Larkin
Firefi ghter Jordan C. Legan
Firefi ghter Sean A. O’Neill

Firefi ghter Elizabeth K. Planchak
Firefi ghter David W. Prohaska
Firefi ghter David P. Saunders

Recruit Firefi ghter Training
Captain I Chester E. Waters
Lieutenant Joshua R. Allen

Lieutenant Angel L. Medina
Lieutenant Douglas M. Washington

Technician MaryKate Costello

Captain II Felecia Edwards presented “Citizen Recognition Awards,” to Scott  Saverot, 
Ashly Nenteman, Victor Celis, Orhan Yilmaaz, Susan Perez, Gregory Fuge, and 
Damian Schlussel, September 24, 2013.  All present acted quickly when an elderly 
male fell from the bleachers to the deck fl oor of the Providence Pool, in Falls Church.  
Everyone’s actions helped improve the chances of a positive outcome for the patient 
while emergency personnel were enroute.
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“Taking Up”

Entry Date:  September 24, 1979 
Retirement Date:  October 18, 
2013
Recruit School Number:  49
Assignments:  17, 30, 27, 1, 28, 
34, Prevention; Special Projects, 
29, 09, Prevention Hazardous 
Materials Enforcement, Preven-
tion Fire & Hazardous Materials 
Investigations.

Captain I
Terrence L. Jenkins

Entry Date:  January 24, 1983
Retirement Date:  December 17, 
2013
Recruit School Number:  58th
Assignments: 1-A, 30-A, 21-A, 
18-A, 14-A, 32-C
Likes about the Fire Depart-
ment:  Making a diff erence to 
people who need help.   Being 
part of a team who help others 
and have a camaraderie to look 
out for each other.  The Satis-
faction of a long day’s work 
and goals accomplished (lives 
saved/fi re out). 
Will miss about the Fire De-
partment:  My friends, people 
I’ve known and worked with 
for 30 plus years.  Sunday 
brunch at FS01, shift dinners 
and shift camaraderie all the 
time.
Plans for the future?  Making 
up for all the lost weekends 
with my family.  Seeing the 
world and enjoying summers 
at our beach house.  Turning 
that page to retirement and 
maybe learning something new.  
Watching the stone fall in the 
PA mountains and not having 
to go to work.
Words of wisdom:  Be part of 
a team that makes a diff erence 
in someone’s life.   Never stop 

Captain I 
Edward D. Bowman

learning, trying mentoring, or 
having fun doing it all.  Be a 
friend to those you work with 
and those you serve.  Be safe-
know what you can do and 
trust your team when you need 
help.  Look to make the world a 
bett er place.
What got you interested in the 
fi re service?   My dad taught 
me how to work with my hands 
and the joy of helping others.  
Frank Brannigan was my Fire 
Science Professor at Montgom-
ery College who started my 
learning and pushed me to get 
hired.  
Who or what made an infl u-
ence in your career?  My Dad, 
Frank Brannigan, Jack Ferguson 
(RVFD), Butch Sisler, a “great“ 
shift leader, Bob Roubo, Bobbie 
Rhea, Dean Cox, Greg Bunch, 
Jim Hedrick, Steve Blount, 
Keith Cross, Tom Feehan, Ken 
Rhodes, Bubba Cornett , R.G. 
Bauserman, and Dennis Ko-
tecki.

Will miss about the Fire De-
partment:  I’ll miss all of the 
good people that I have worked 
with over the years.  Running 
the emergency calls is what 
the job is all about, helping the 
citizens of the county. Being 
part of the sirens, the roto rays, 
the air horns, and the fl ashing 
lights, I’ve done this for so long 
that it will defi nitely be missed.  
I’ll miss the daily interaction of 
everyone on a shift each day.  I 
will miss the best time of the 
day, when everyone is sharing a 
cooked meal each evening.
Plans for the future:  My wife 
Kathy and I will eventually be 
moving from the county, so the 
fi rst few months I’ll be gett ing 
the house ready to sell and 
then fi nding a home in a less 
congested area, possibly West 
Virginia.  I’ll try out a few hob-
bies I always wanted to try but 
never had a chance to do before. 
Kathy and I will do some travel-
ing as well.
Words of wisdom:  Be true 
to your profession. Be true to 
yourself and family. Be true to 
your co-workers.  Most impor-
tantly, do what is right.  
What got you interested in the 
fi re service?  I was in the pro-
cess of having an education and 
career in music but learned that 
teaching was the only steady 
source of income.  I didn’t want 
to teach, so my music teacher 
suggested that I join the Volun-
teer Fire Department.
Who or what made an infl u-
ence in your career?  There 
have been so many over the 
years that I’m sure that I’ll miss 
someone.  I need to start with 
my friends at the South Union 
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Entry Date: August 15, 1988
Retirement Date:  September 6, 
2013
Recruit School Number:  72nd
Assignments:  28, 21, 2, 18, 14, 
9, 21, 29, EMS 405-A, VATF-1 
(17 Years)
Likes about the Fire 
Department:   The people I 
worked with and the chance to 
make a diff erence in someone’s 
life.  Being a fi refi ghter/medic!
Will miss about the Fire 
Department:  My fellow co-
workers in the department and 
VATF-1.
Plans for the future:  Go fi shing 
with my dad, take care of 
family, help my wife get her 
Master’s Degree.  Maybe fi nish 

Captain II 
Brian E. Moravitz 

EMS Captain II 
William R. Kingdon

Entry Date: September 24, 1979
Retirement Date:  October 4, 
2013
Recruit School Number:  49th
Assignments:  21, 2, 10, 
Academy, EMS 4, EMS 5, EMS 
2, EMS 1, EMS 3
Likes about the Fire 
Department:   The family 
att itude, helping people truly 
in need, the interesting call, the 
shift work, fi re station meals, 
the coff ee, the life long friends 
you make.
Will miss about the Fire 
Department:  Actually, 
everything listed above except 
the shift work. 
Plans for the future:  Short 
term - just work around the 
house.  Long term - I would like 
to come back and teach some at 
the Academy in some function.
Words of wisdom:  Always 
check scene safety fi rst.  If you 
do see “airway” as a choice of 

Township Vol. Fire Department 
in Uniontown, Pa., true volun-
teers.  Others are Larry Collins, 
John Kimball, Jeff  Coff man, 
Mike Neuhard, Dean Sherick, 
Ed Stinnett e, Mark  Rohr, Scott  
Cullers, Matt  Malof, Tyrone 
Harrington, Dave Lauler, my 
son, Ben Jenkins, and fi nally Jim 
Sobota, Terry Hall, and Antho-
ny Barrero.

answer on and EMS test, that’s 
probably it.  And lastly - listen 
to your co-workers and shift 
mates, they might know more 
than you think.
What got you interested in 
the fi re service?  I had been a 
volunteer in Ashland, Virginia 
and at old FS03.
Who or what made an 
infl uence in your career?  
So many to list, but include 
Captain Paul Nichols, 
Lieutenant Jim Alderton, 
Dewey Perks, Bill Bullock, Bob 
Witherow, Mark Kane, Will 
Snyder, and J.T. Harrison.

educational requirements to 
teach biology at the high school 
level.
Words of wisdom:  Be kind, 
work together - Do the Right 
Thing!
What got you interested in the 
fi re service?  My experiences 
as a volunteer at Dunn Loring 
VFD.
Who or what made an 
infl uence in your career?  Ron 
Sacra, Don Booth, Dr. Weir, Dr. 
Dan Avstreih, Craig DeAtley, 
Tyrone Harrington, Matt  Malof, 
and many more!

Entry Date:  October 10,1988 
Retirement Date: October 17, 
2013
Recruit School Number: 73rd

Assignments: 26-B, 8-B, 10-B, 
28-B, 18-6, 29-6, 01-6, Relief- B, 
Academy (EMS Training Divi-
sion)
Likes about the Fire Depart-
ment:
The variety of challenges pre-
sented on a daily basis, the abil-
ity to help others and possibly 
make a diff erence in their lives.  
Station life and the time spent 
with my fi re department family.
Will miss about the Fire De-
partment:
Gett ing up in the middle of the 
night for calls.  “Fresh Left-
overs” (not gett ing to eat with 
the shift because the medic 

Thomas J. Papoutsis
Lieutenant

(continued on page 24)
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is always out).  The Rotunda, 
8500 Tyspring St. and Kaiser 
(Tysons).  Singing and Rapping 
to my medic partner.  Interac-
tion with all of the wonderful 
emergency department staff .  
The countless history lessons 
learned by talking to my pa-
tients.
Plans for the future: I will 
be spending time with my 
family, especially weekends 
and holidays and continu-
ing to work part-time for 
Laerdal Medical Corpora-
tion as an Educational Sup-
port Specialist.
Words of wisdom: “You get 
paid to remain CALM, put 
aside your emotions and focus 
on the task at hand...... REMEM-
BER... It’s their emergency, 
NOT YOURS!”  Treat others as 
you would your family mem-
ber or as you would like to be 
treated yourself.

What got you interested in 
the fi re service? A close family 
friend was killed in a vehicle 
accident and, as a teenager; I 
couldn’t understand why they 
could not do anything for him... 
Then a high school friend, 
Tommy Cutchall, gave me an 
application for the Volunteer 
Fire Department.  The rest is 
history!
Who or what made an infl u-
ence in your career? Chief 
James W. Cutchall, Fayett eville 
Vol. Fire Dept, Randy Leather-
man, Randy Kennedy, Steve 
Rhea, Mike Graham, Bob With-
erow, Kenny Hunsberger, Bob 
Lanning, Rick Beatt y, Gerry 
Peifer, Jerome Williams, John 
Oudkerk, John Gleske, Larry 
Nyers, Joe ‘Kratochvil, Rich 
Yuras, Al “Bonzo” Mullins, Al 
Pacifi co, Velma Bunch, Scott  
“Snapper” Slepetz , Fred Ferraro 
and so many, many more,... 
thank you all.

Entry Date: March, 11, 1987
Retirement Date:  November 
15, 2013
Likes about the Fire 
Department:   Problem solving.
Will miss about the Fire 
Department:  Solving problems. 
Plans for the future:  Kindle, 
volunteer at church.
Words of wisdom:  Take great 
care.  “Ut Vivant Alii” (“So 
Others May Live”)
What got you interested in 
the fi re service?  10 years as a 
volunteer.
Who or what made an 
infl uence in your career?  Dr. 
John Bryan.

James B. Labb,
Engineer III

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors recognized the FXFRD and Local 2068 for their record breaking MDA eff orts dur-
ing the Fill the Boot campaign over Labor Day weekend at their board meeting, October 29, 2013.  Extraordinary hard work 
by fi refi ghters and paramedics and all public safety employees provided yet another number one outcome for collections in the 
country among fi re departments.  Additionally, the generosity of Fairfax residents over the years has been second to none and 
greatly appreciated.  

“Fill The Boot” Campaign for Muscular Dystrophy

(continued from page 23)
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*To Probationary Firefi ghter Nick 
Crabtree (FS30-A) - Welcome to 
Beautiful downtown Merrifi eld!  From 
Captain Todd O’Brien and the mem-
bers of Fire Station 30, A-Shift.
 
*To Lieutenant Tom Carver, Lieu-
tenant Jason Abitz , Lieutenant Ray 
Johnson, Lieutenant James Flynn, 
Technician Javier Santa Gadea, and 
ALL of the Adjunct Field Training 
Instructors and Helpers, for giving 
110 percent 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week to “make it happen.”  THANK 
YOU.  From Captain Dave Barlow.
 
*To Deputy Chief Mike Reilly, 
Battalion Chief Brad Cochrane, 
Engineer IV Bill Aceto, Engineer III 
Cheryl Wood, Financial Specialist 
III Margaret Dix, Captain II George 
Hollingsworth, Captain II Corey 
Matthews, Captain I Vic Miller, 
Technician Shawn McPherson, 
Technician Charles Ford, Inspector 
III Sheila Pulliam, Inspector II 
Doug Turner, Inspector II Wayne 
Champagne, Inspector II Bill 
Mueller, and Inspector II Mike 
Haynes for your outstanding commit-
ment, customer service, and contribu-
tion to the completion of Phase 1 of 
the Dunn Loring Metro Project - From 
John Lippincott  - Vice President, Mill 
Creek Residential Trust.
 

*To Inspector II Stacy Harman, for 
your actions in identifying a gas leak 
in the Lorton area while conducting 
a routine inspection.  Your eff orts 
and actions “prevented the 9-1-1 call.  
From Captain I Rocco Alvaro and 
Inspector III Mike Long.

*To Lieutenant Dave Lauler,  for your 
outstanding dedication to the FHMIS 
Section in the Offi  ce of the Fire Mar-
shal.  In addition to providing training 
to ensure the investigators meet the 
latest 1033 requirements, Lieutenant 
Lauler also went above and beyond 
in providing information on numer-
ous subjects to assist our investiga-
tors in having a central place to locate 
important data and learning resources 
on the latest investigative techniques.  
From Code Specialist II Trice Burgess.

*To Inspector II Diane Crump, 
for your eff orts in identifying criti-
cal issues during an inspection of a 
business on Lee Highway, and your 
subsequent eff orts working with the 
business to ensure these issues were 
corrected in a timely manner, and 
ensuring the business opened on time.  
Your eff orts not only prevented the 
9-1-1 call, but also demonstrated a 
great att itude toward the businesses 
in our community.  From Captain I 
Rocco Alvaro.

 *To Jaime Russell and Katie O’Brien, 
for always stepping up to the plate 
and helping with any extra duties 
occurring with daily staff  shortages.  
Your eff orts are greatly appreciated!  
Thank you!  From FSIII Margaret Dix.
 
*To Captain Fontana, staff  on E410, 
T410, and M410, C-Shift, for the train-
ing and the exercise they participated 
in at the Goodwin House, staff  was 
professional, and provided excellent 
advice to older adults.  From Deputy 
Chief (Ret.) Dave McKernan,  Fairfax 
County Fire and Rescue Department.

*To personnel from FS 414, T441, and 
EMS 407, B-Shift, for their participa-
tion at the Burke Community Church 
Fall Festival, November 2, 2013.  Your 
professionalism and dedication was 
superb.  From Deputy Chief (Ret.) 
Dave McKernan, Fairfax County Fire 
and Rescue Department.

* To  Frank Murphy, former Fairfax 
County fi refi ghter, for giving his Ma-
rine Corps Marathon medal to Preston 
Williams, a D.C. fi refi ghter batt ling 
prostate cancer.  Williams fi nished the 
race; however, he was not awarded 
a medal because race offi  cials had 
already run out of medals when he 
crossed the fi nish line.  From Lieuten-
ant Hugh Clark.

Submission to Backstep Kudos is simple.  Three items of information are needed to submit a kudo: “To,” 
“For,” and “From.”  Submissions should be one or two sentences—maximum.  Backstep Kudos do not have 
to follow the chain of command.  All Kudo submissions must be sent to backstepkudos@gmail.com.

From: Romulo B.
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 7:32 AM
To: OPA 703Fairfax
Subject: Thank you, fi refi ghters!

Good morning. On behalf of the residents of the Carlton House, 11800 Sunset Hills Road, Reston, VA, I would like to thank our 
fi refi ghters for the fast turnaround after the explosion of the transformer outside the building. I saw the explosion happening from 
my apartment and it caused a lot of damage. In a matt er of minutes, there were 3 trucks outside and the fi re fi ghters were taking 
care of everything. These guys are very brave and deserve all the respect we can give. Thanks a lot!
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60 Years
Kyle F. Beach, Lorton VFD

Barbara A. Boley, Lorton VFD
Earl Curtis, Lorton VFD

Phenett a S. Harrover, Lorton VFD

50 Years
Dennis Isley, McLean VFD

45 Years
John F. X. Ryan, 

Greater Spring fi eld VFD

40 Years
Ed Collins,

Greater Springfi eld VFD

Goldie Appleton, Vienna VFD

35 Years
Patricia A. Looney, Lorton VFD

25 Years
Tom Eisenhardt, Centreville VFD 

Paul Huston, McLean VFD
Keith O’Connor, Burke VFD

Mike Paris, McLean, VFD

20 Years
Shirley Binsky, Annandale VFD
Richard Fogelson, McLean VFD

Pam Johnstone, Vienna VFD

Volunteer Anniversaries
Tracy L. Moreland, 

Greater Springfi eld VFD
David F. Presson, 

Bailey’s Crossroads VFD

15 Years
Marie C. Blain, Burke VFD 

George Coyne III, Fair Oaks VFD
Patrick Decker, Franconia VFD

Walter English,
Greater Springfi eld VFD 

Tina N. Godfrey, Burke VFD
Holly R. Harrison, Vienna VFD
Deborah Howard, Lorton VFD
Mark Servello, Fair Oaks VFD

Phil Sica, Centreville VFD

Three weeks after completing the Marine 
Corps Marathon, a D.C. fi refi ghter who 
is batt ling prostate cancer has a fi nishers 

medal, and he has a generous fellow runner to 
thank.

Preston Williams completed the Oct. 26 Marine 
Corps Marathon, his fi rst such race, in 7 hours 
and 20 minutes, but by the time he got to the fi n-
ish line, race offi  cials were out of medals.

No worries, though - Williams was assured 
he’d get one in the mail. However, that didn’t 
happen, because according to race policy, he was 
never issued a fi nishers medal because he didn’t 
reach a specifi c point on the course by 12:35 p.m.

Those runners, by defi nition, didn’t fi nish the 
course, according to a marathon spokesman.

“I made sure the cancer didn’t stop me,” Wil-
liams said. “I made sure the chemo didn’t stop 
me.”

That’s where Frank Murphy stepped in to help 
Williams, who recently discovered that his cancer 

Preston Williams Receives Marine Corps 
Marathon Medal From Fellow Finisher

had come back for a third time. The Arlington 
resident and former Fairfax County fi refi ghter 
was on the road when he read Williams story and 
felt compelled to act.

“For what he has gone through, what he is go-
ing through...7 hours and 20 minutes was a lot 
harder than probably anyone else running the 
race,” Murphy said. “He deserves the medal.”

On Monday, Murphy, whose father also suf-
fered from prostate cancer, handed his medal off  
to Williams and was greeted with a bear hug. The 
circle of cancer survival is understood between 
one fi refi ghter and another.

“I wasn’t upset about not gett ing the medal,” 
Williams said. “I knew in my heart I ran it, but I 
think I just wanted it more for the guys that have 
prostate cancer that are out there fi ghting it and 
pushing through it every day.”   v 

 (Reprinted with permission from WJLA TV)

By Jennifer Donelan,
Reporter, WJLA TV
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AnniversariesRetirements

New Hires

Correction
Captain II Ralph M. Pisani 

was inadvertently left out of 
the anniversaries in the last is-
sue of Front Lines.  He is a 25 

year veteran.

Captain II Edward D. Bowman
1/24/83 - 12/15/13

Captain I Terrance L. Jenkins
9/24/79 - 10/18/13

Captain II William R. Kingdon
9/24/79 - 10/4/13

Lieutenant Michael G. McCullen
1/20/87 - 9/4/13

Lieutenant Sheree E. Melton
1/16/90 - 10/10/13

Captain Donald P. Montague
4/24/78 - 11/4/13

Captain II Brian E. Moravitz 
8/15/88 - 9/6/13

Lieutenant Thomas J. Papoutsis
10/10/88 - 10/17/13

Andrew S. Chanthapone, BA II
Fire Prevention Division 

Timothy E. Horner, MA I
Operations

35 Years

Deputy Chief Michael T. Reilly 
Firefi ghter Eugene W. Beach

25 Years

Captain II Tony C. Kostecka 
Lieutenant

Lawrence M. Braswell
Lieutenant Richard A. Dawley 
Lieutenant Anthony D. Mullins 

Master Technician 
Dale W. Dommel 
Master Technician 

Joseph P. Kieler
Master Technician 

Karl C. Sallberg
Master Technician 

Jeff rey L. Smith

Technician John D. Imlay
Technician Samuel L. Sandeen

Richard F. Twomey,
Engineer III

15 Years

Firefi ghter
 Clayton Thompson III 

10 Years

Lieutenant Peter B. Besong
Lieutenant Allan R. Burchell 

 Technician Dennis S. Camacho
Technician MaryKate Costello 
Technician Charles H. Ford IV

Firefi ghter Patrick A. Butler
Pamela S. Czekalski, 

Administrative Assistant II
Michael J. Felczak,

Fire Inspector II 
 

5 Years

Technician Adam M. Armstrong 
Technician Eric J. Edwards 

Technician Jonathan J. Kurzinger
Technician Alexander M. Paal 
Technician Shawn M. Rappach
Technician Jonathan A. Wright 
Acting Technician Jason J. Kim 

Firefi ghter/Medic 
Christopher F. Martin 

Christine D. Delp, 
Administrative Assistant IV

Katherine E. Good, 
Geo Info Spatial Analyst II

The crew from Fire and Rescue Station 16, Clifton, won the Clifton Chili Cook-
off  held over the Labor Day weekend, 2013, as part of the Clifton Classic Car and 
Antique Show.  The $1,000 prize was donated to the Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion.  Eight fi rehouses participated in the chili cooking competition.   The chili was 
quickly eaten by those att ending the car show, and Springfi eld District Supervisor 
Pat Herrity (far left) was able to partake in the chili tasting.
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West Springfi eld
Fire and Rescue

Station 27

Station Profi le

Captain II
Michael R. Smith

Station Commander

Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Department
Att n: Public Aff airs and Life Safety Education
4100 Chain Bridge Road
Fairfax, Virginia  22030

Station constructed:  1976
Station specialty:  Mobile Ambulance Bus
Square miles in fi rst due area:  7.23
Specifi c hazardous/target areas:  11.5 million gallon underground propane storage facility.  Commuter and freight train 
rails.  Nine schools, six preschools, eight churches and one retirement community.
Total calls in 2012:  2,587
Equipment assigned to station:  Engine, Medic Medical Ambulance Bus.
Station personnel:  A-Shift:  Captain Bryan J. Nix, Jr., Technician Eric J. Edwards, Technician Hyun Lee, Technician Ryan 
P. McGill, Firefi ghter Richard J. Beatt y, Firefi ghter Tanya D. Hall, Firefi ghter Joseph Herrera.  B-Shift:  Captain I Oscar 
L. Beasley, Jr., Master Technician Sean D. Hodgson, Technician Antwaun L. Hawkins, Firefi ghter Charles K. Marlon, 
Firefi ghter Soraja Lofstrom, Firefi ghter Julie A. Ray, Firefi ghter Hakim L. Smith, Firefi ghter Mark S. Williams.  C-Shift:  
Captain II Michael R. Smith,  Master Technician Christopher Warner, Technician William A. Harrington, Technician 
James E. Pfi ster, Firefi ghter Mario A. Board, Firefi ghter Alexander A. Campos, Firefi ghter Jonathan D. Schmeltz .

Follow us on twitt er at htt ps://twitt er.com/ff xfi rerescue

Follow us on facebook at htt ps://www.facebook.com/fairfaxcountyfi rerescue
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