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Brain death

Clinical recovery
coordinators

Coma or
persistent
vegetative state

Deceased donor

A diagnosis of brain death is a diagno-
sis of death. Death is caused by a lack
of oxygen to the brain. When the
body's blood supply to the brain is
blocked due to severe injury, the brain
including the brain stem dies. It cannot
be revived. Brain death should not be
confused with brain injury, vegetative
state or coma (see coma). Brain death
is a legal and medical term that defines
the end of life.

Staff of a local organ procurement or-

ganization; their mission is to recover

organs and tissues for transplantation,
research or therapy.

A coma (also called persistent vegeta-
tive state) is a profound or deep state
of unconsciousness. Coma may occur
as a complication of an underlying ill-
ness, or as a result of injuries, such as
head trauma. Individuals in this state
are alive but unable to move, think, or
respond to the environment. They re-
tain non-cognitive function and normal
sleep patterns. Even though those in a
persistent vegetative state lose their
higher brain functions, other key func-
tions such as breathing and circulation
remain relatively intact. Spontaneous
movements may occur, and the eyes
may open in response to external stim-
uli. They may appear somewhat nor-
mal, they do not speak and they are
unable to respond to commands.

A person who has died and donated or-
gans and/or eyes and tissues
(cadaveric donor is an old but still com-
monly used term)
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Diabetes

Donation after
cardiac death

Donor family
advocacy

Friends for Life

Hypertension

Immunosuppres-
sant drugs

Mechanical
ventilation

Non-designated
donation

Organ perfusion
by ventilator

Status One

Tissue banks

An endocrine disorder characterized by inadequate secretion
or utilization of insulin

When a patient has suffered devastating and unrecoverable
brain damage and is ventilator dependent, and when the fam-
ily has decided to withdraw support, donation is an option. Re-
covery can occur only after support is withdrawn and only if
cardiac death is pronounced within one hour following the
withdrawal of support.

Bereavement support programs offered by many organ pro-
curement organizations to donor families

A group of volunteers who help WRTC at health fairs, public
presentations and hospital events to spread awareness about
donation and register citizens to become donors

High blood pressure, which can damage kidneys

Drugs used in post-transplant patients to prevent rejection of
the new organ, e.g. Cyclosporine

The process by which a machine (ventilator) provides oxygen
to the lungs which in turn allows the heart to continue to pump
blood to the body

A completely selfless donation by a living donor which is not
directed to any specific person, but instead to the best recipi-
ent match possible; sometimes called altruistic donation

A deceased donor remains on a ventilator in order to maintain
organ function. This enables the sharing of life with others. It
is incorrect to state that the deceased donor is on life support,
as it gives the false impression that an individual is "kept
alive" so that organs can be donated. This, of course, is never
the case. Organs and tissue are only recovered from individu-
als whose death has been legally declared and consent has
been given either through a donor document or at the request
of the family.

A liver patient in the hospital’s intensive care unit due to acute
and chronic liver failure with life expectancy of 7 days or less
without a transplant; OR a heart patient requiring cardiac or
pulmonary assistance; or less than 6 months old

Organizations throughout the country established to process
tissues for transplantation and research; also provide tissue to
hospitals/surgeons when requested
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