
 Prepare a special sermon, homily or reflection on organ 
and tissue donation, particularly if it relates to personal 
stories of donor families or recipients who may be in your 
congregation.  Such sermons are especially appropriate 
for Donate Life Month in April, National Donor Sabbath the 
second weekend in November, Give Thanks-Give Life pe-
riod between the November and December holiday times, 
and National Minority Donor Awareness Day on August 1st.  

 Be personally informed about donation so that you can 
more readily counsel families in your congregation facing 
either a donation decision or waiting for a transplant.  Let 
parishioners know that you may be a source of information 
about organ and tissue donation and transplantation.  You 
can support those who are waiting by helping direct them 
to appropriate resources (see accompanying document on 
most faith traditions). 

 Frequently include the donation position of your faith in 
Sabbath bulletins or congregational newsletters.  Go to 
www.beadonor.org\resources\for religious leaders. 

 Regularly distribute donation information or registration 
opportunities through your email list, newsletters, in the 
back of the sanctuary, or other venues. 

 Ask speakers from Washington Regional Transplant Com-
munity to speak—either from the pulpit or at men or 
women’s groups, school sessions, or health fairs. 

 Hold donor registration drives – this is particularly nice in 
conjunction with blood or blood marrow drives. 

 Support parishioners who are listed for a kidney transplant 
by announcing the need – that announcement may lead to 
a living donor from the congregation.  Refer to information 
on types of organ and tissue that can be donated by living 
donors in this packet. 

 Set up a congregational health initiative that stresses the 
importance of avoiding/reducing risk factors that lead to 
organ failure, e.g., healthy eating and exercise as well as 
good life choices about smoking, alcohol, and drugs.     
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