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Immigration Options



 

Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) 


 

VAWA Cancellation of Removal


 

Battered Spouse Waivers


 

U Visa (crime victim)


 

Special Immigrant Juvenile Status 
(SIJS)



 

T Visa (trafficking)


 

Asylum



VAWA
Requirements
Spouse of a US Citizen or Legal 

Permanent Resident


 

Good Faith Marriage (not just for 
immigration benefits)



 

Resided with the abusive spouse


 

Battery or Extreme Mental Cruelty 


 

Good Moral Character

Child of a US Citizen or Legal 
Permanent Resident



 

Child of the abuser (including 
stepchild or adopted child)



 

Resided with the abusive parent 
(including periods of visitation)



 

Battery or Extreme Mental Cruelty 


 

Good Moral Character

Benefits


 

Deferred Action Status (will not be 
deported)



 

Employment Authorization


 

Eligibility for Public Benefits 


 

Ability to apply for Legal Permanent 
Resident status (green card)



 

Non-citizen children of the applicant 
are included as beneficiaries and 
get all of the benefits listed above



 

Can file within 2 years of a divorce 
“connected to” domestic violence



U Visa
Requirements


 

Immigrant suffered substantial physical or mental abuse from 
having been a victim of certain criminal activity (including 
domestic violence);



 

Immigrant possesses information regarding criminal activity;


 

Immigrant has been helpful, is being helpful, or is likely to be 
helpful in the investigation/prosecution of the criminal activity;



 

The criminal activity violated the laws of the U.S. or occurred in 
the U.S.  

Benefits


 

Permission to remain legally in US for duration of visa (4 years)


 

Employment Authorization 


 

Ability to apply for Legal Permanent Resident status (green 
card) after holding visa for 3 years



 

Spouse, child(ren), and/or parent(s) may also qualify for visas 
and to apply for legal permanent residency 



Special Immigrant 
Juvenile Status (SIJS)

Requirements


 

The child must be unmarried and must be under 21 at time of 
application;



 

The child must be dependent on a “Juvenile Court” through 
foster care, custody, guardianship, or delinquency proceedings;



 

The child may not be reunified with 1 or both parents due to 
abuse, abandonment, or neglect; and



 

The child’s best interests are to remain in the US and not to 
return to his/her country. 

Benefits


 

Parole: protection from deportation and work authorization;


 

Eligible to immediately apply for Lawful Permanent 
Residency (green card);



 

As Lawful Permanent Resident, eligible for certain public 
benefits.



T Visa
Requirements


 

Victim of severe trafficking (forced labor or sex trafficking)


 

Physically present in the United States on account of trafficking


 

“Complied with any reasonable request for assistance in the 
investigation or prosecution of acts of trafficking,” or is under 18 
years old



 

Would suffer extreme hardship if deported

Benefits


 

Permission to remain legally in the US for the duration of the 
visa 



 

Public benefits and assistance as if an asylee/refugee


 

Ability to apply for legal permanent resident status (green card) 
after holding the visa for 3 years



 

Spouse, child(ren), and/or parent(s) of the qualifying alien also 
qualify for visas and to apply for legal permanent residency



Asylum
Requirements


 

Past persecution or well-founded fear of future persecution


 

By the government of the home country or by private actors in 
the home country (including parents, spouses, families) that the 
government cannot or will not control



 

On account of the race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or 
social group (including family group or gender) of the applicant

Benefits


 

Public benefits


 

Employment Authorization


 

Ability to file derivative petitions for spouse and/or children


 

Ability to apply for Legal Permanent Resident status (green 
card) one year after asylum is granted
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