
CLASS SPECIFICATION 

County of Fairfax, Virginia 

 

CLASS CODE: 3108  TITLE: PUBLIC HEALTH DENTIST  GRADE: S-33 

 

DEFINITION:  
Under direction, provides consultation, supervision/clinical practice oversight of dental clinical 

and preventive services in dental clinics:  Provides professional-level direct dental services to 

Fairfax County Health Department clients. 

 

ILLUSTRATIVE DUTIES: 
(The illustrative duties listed in this specification are representative of the class but are not an al-inclusive list. A complete list of position duties 

and unique physical requirements can be found in the position job description.) 

Provides general and comprehensive dentistry services at County clinics; 

Diagnoses, plans and provides dental treatment to clients; 

Performs oral examinations; interprets x-rays; treats mouth diseases; performs prophylactic 

procedures, restorations and other treatments as needed;  

Reviews dental and medical histories; 

Prescribes and uses appropriate medications; 

Places dental sealants; 

Applies fluoride varnish; 

Performs emergency procedures on patients in order to reduce or eliminate immediate pain;  

Extracts teeth by simple extraction or surgical extraction; 

Performs uncomplicated root canal therapy. 

Consults with other health care providers on treatment options and procedures;  

Refers patients to appropriate specialist for treatment; 

Documents all medications, evaluations, diagnoses, treatments, outcomes, referrals and 

consultations;  

Directs preparation and maintenance of records for appointments and charting examinations; 

Maintains records and prepares reports;  

Instructs patients and care-givers on oral hygiene and oral disease prevention strategies; 

Performs nutritional counseling for control of dental disease; 

Performs dental and dental-related projects in school and community settings; 

Provides school and community oral health education; 

Supervises the work of assigned staff;  

Performs other duties as assigned. 

 

REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES: 
(The knowledge, skills and abilities listed in this specification are representative of the class but are not an all-inclusive list.) 

Knowledge of the principles and practices of preventive and corrective dentistry and oral 

hygiene; 

Knowledge of dental procedures, diagnosis, treatment planning, supplies and dental materials;  

Knowledge of supervisory techniques and principles;  

Knowledge of behavior management techniques and principles;  

Knowledge of treatment planning techniques and principles; 
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Knowledge of Occupational Safety and Health Administration and Virginia Department of 

Health and County Infection control guidelines; 

Skill in using hand- and motor-driven dental instruments and equipment;  

Skill in handling a number of tasks simultaneously; 

Ability to keep good records; 

Ability to operate and maintain dental equipment including x-ray; 

Ability to work with children; 

Ability to work with various cultural and ethnic groups in a tactful and efficient manner; 

Ability to establish and maintain satisfactory working relationships with employees and patients; 

Ability to train and evaluate assigned staff; 

Ability to communicate clearly and concisely, both orally and in writing. 

 

EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS: 
Graduation from an approved school of dentistry; 

Possession of a valid license to practice dentistry in Virginia.  

 

NECESSARY SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: 

Will require a National Provider Identifier number. 

Will require a valid Federal D.E.A. number. 
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