Feasibility of Phase I of the NoVi Trail Network

Executive Summary

The Problem
Residents in the Hunter Mill District have long been concerned regarding the inability to walk throughout the neighborhood in Vienna, Virginia, especially to the local amenities such as Wolf Trap National Park, the Barns at Wolf Trap, Meadowlark Botanical Gardens Regional Park, Wolftrap Elementary and the Enterprise School, as well as to the Town of Vienna and the Tysons Corner area.  

Fairfax County’s Countywide Trails Plan had long envisioned connecting various sidewalks and trails in the area.  Due to interest by local residents, a citizens group was appointed by Fairfax County Hunter Mill District Supervisor Catherine Hudgins to determine the feasibility of completing Phase I of the NoVi Trail Network, on the alignment designated by the Countywide Trails Plan.  The citizens group, the NoVi Trail Advisory Committee (NTAC), compiled this feasibility report after obtaining community input via surveys of the local neighborhoods and landowners along the trail, open community meetings, an assessment of safety concerns, evaluation of current right-of-way (ROW) along the major roads, and evaluation of various other issues.  Extensive opinion polling has indicated overwhelming support within the general community and limited support among property owners living on the trail alignment.  

Recommendations
The feasibility study strongly supports a Minor Paved pedestrian trail throughout the study area, which is 5 feet to 7 feet 11 inches wide, instead of the Major Paved Trail, 8 feet wide or wider, that the Countywide Trails Plan envisioned along most of Beulah Road.  The Minor Paved trail is more in keeping with the neighborhood character and community responses on how the trail will be used.  In addition, a narrower width with a more limited use will allow more mature trees and vegetation to remain in place than will a wider, flatter, multi-purpose trail system.  By constructing a Minor Paved trail, the project will enjoy more citizen support, cost taxpayers less, and be more compatible with the existing trails/sidewalks that already exist.

Given these considerations, higher-speed performance cyclists should be accommodated on the existing roadway; however, another feasibility study will need to be undertaken to evaluate the option of widening the shoulders of the roadways if the community is interested in promoting that use, as this study was limited to the trail.

The trail segments are:

Segment A:  Beulah Road from end of sidewalk near Abbotsford Road to Clarks Crossing Road, including crosswalk

Segment B:  Clarks Crossing Road from Brookside Lane to the Beulah/Trap/Old Courthouse Roads (Four Corners) intersection, including crosswalk

Segment C:  Beulah Road from Beulah/Trap/Old Courthouse (Four Corners) intersection to Coral Ridge Subdivision trail

Segment D:  Beulah Road from end of Coral Ridge subdivision trail to Meadowlark Gardens/Enterprise School, including crosswalks

Designing the Trail System
For the most part, there are few impediments to constructing the segments to connect the existing sidewalks/trails so that the trail system is unified.  However, there are some issues that will need to be resolved in order to do so.

Primary consideration is the need to acquire right-of-way (RoW) from five landowners.
  One of these, at the intersection of Beulah and Clarks Crossing, owns property to the edge of the pavement.  Several trees on the property, which are located close to the roadway, are used to string lights in the shape of 40-foot holiday star which has become a neighborhood landmark.  Another property requiring RoW or an easement has several large historic trees that will need special attention and a fence which the owners fear will be abused by trail users. Right-of-way acquisition issues exist in Segments A and B only.   

There have also been concerns expressed by other homeowners along the trail alignment where adequate RoW exists; specifically regarding safety and water drainage at the Four Corners intersection, and removal of vegetation along their properties.  Consideration of these concerns should be addressed in the final design of the trail system.

The following strategies are recommended for consideration in planning and design for connecting the segments of trail along Beulah Road:

· A Minor Paved trail width of 6 feet plus a buffer between the trail and roadway

· Engineering studies of the two intersections at Beulah/Clarks Crossing and Beulah/Trap/Old Courthouse to improve vehicular and pedestrian safety 

· Reconsideration of current speed limits in light of increased pedestrian presence

· Marked crosswalks with warning signs and/or warning lights as necessary for pedestrian crossings

· Signs to warn motorists to “share the road” with cyclists

· Signs to identify on-road or alternative bike routes

· Signs to protect property and provide information about trail usage

· Education of local residents about safe use of the street and trail

· Planning for future bicycle accommodations

· Development of a comprehensive Safe Routes to School program for the area surrounding Wolftrap Elementary School, as well as a plan for safe access to the Enterprise School and Learning Tree Preschool

· County staff meetings with individual property owners to ascertain and address concerns in cases where right-of-way acquisition may be necessary
· Consideration of environmentally friendly and flexible paving materials including recycled rubber products and those made from resin-based soil or aggregate stabilization especially in those areas where preserving mature trees is necessary

· Forming a “Friends of the Trail” advocacy group to monitor trail usage and conditions

Additional Considerations
· Providing a direct trail connection between the Cross County Trail and the NoVi Trail Network via Meadowlark Botanical Gardens Regional Park, and direct trail access from Meadowlark Gardens to the W&OD Railroad Regional Park

· Adding a pedestrian bridge crossing over the Dulles Toll Road at Meadowlark Gardens on Beulah Road with continuous trail connections in both directions

· Providing continuous trail connections in both directions to the pedestrian crossing over the Dulles Toll Road along Trap Road at Wolf Trap National Park 

· Providing safe trail connections between Fairfax County parks located on opposite sides of Old Courthouse Road, with continuous connections to existing sidewalks  in both directions on Old Courthouse Road
· Creating a Vienna Trail of History between Lahey Lost Valley Park and Meadowlark Gardens Regional Park, and providing pedestrian access to Lahey Lost Valley Park 

This report was funded by the Transportation Enhancements Program, VDOT Project EN02-029-133, PE101.
� There were six properties originally, but one is currently under development and will be required to provide a pathway as a part of the rezoning.
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