
Land Use Information Accessibility 
Recommendations of the 2006 Advisory Group to 
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors



Genesis of the Land Use 
Accessibility Advisory GroupAccessibility Advisory Group

Created by the Board of Supervisors 
J 23 2006 th tion January 23, 2006 upon the motion 

of Chairman Connolly
Advisory Group mission:

To review how land planning and 
development information is currently 
made available to the public
To make recommendations for 
accessibility improvements, and 
T d l hi h l l l f i
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To develop a high level plan of action  



Advisory Group Proceedings

The Advisory Group met 6 times 
b t A il N b 2006 tbetween April-November 2006 to:

Gather information about what 
i t d l dimprovements are underway already
Gather information on what other 
j i di ti d th i t tjurisdictions and the private sector are 
doing with land use information
Discuss and finalize recommendationsDiscuss and finalize recommendations
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Two Sets of Recommendations

12 Guiding Principles
M k l d i f ibl l & ftMake land use info accessible early & often
Incorporate geo-coding standards into all land 
use info systemsuse info systems
10 additional recommended principles as 
guidance on future system improvement 

j tprojects

17 Specific Recommendations
S “l h i f it” th t ld bSome “low hanging fruit” that could be 
implemented quickly and easily
Others require more study, resources to be 
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Ot e s equ e o e study, esou ces to be
implemented over a number of years



Recommendation Highlights

1) First recommendation calls for 
ti d i f l dcontinued expansion of land use 

information tools
The Advisory Group applauds County 
staff for the recent major 
improvements to LDSNet Myimprovements to LDSNet, My 
Neighborhood, GIS, and other 
information tools designed to makeinformation tools designed to make 
land use information more readily 
available 
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Additional Recommendations

2) Further Integration of GIS into all 
County Land Use InformationCounty Land Use Information 
Systems

The potential of My NeighborhoodThe potential of My Neighborhood 
noted

3) Land Use Public Hearing Information3) Land Use Public Hearing Information
Integrate and make land use 
information currently provided in the y p
hard copy staff report, including critical 
pieces of information such as proffers, 
development plans and affidavits
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development plans and affidavits, 
available electronically 



Additional Recommendations

4) Enhance Notification Processes 
Ab & B d St t t dAbove & Beyond Statutory and 
Ordinance Requirements 

o Allow interested citizens to be notified 
via email, or via another ‘push’ 
technology of land use actions withintechnology, of land use actions within 
a user-specified distance of a County 
addressaddress

o Requires more study prior to 
implementation
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implementation



Additional Recommendations

5) Improve access to site-specific land 
hi tuse history

6) Continue movement toward 
electronic file submission and review

7) Permit applicants should be able to ) pp
file electronically and utilize relevant 
information already on filey

8) Land use orientation page and 
calendar
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calendar 



Additional Recommendations

9) PC verbatim excerpts and/or 
i bl di h ld bviewable proceedings should be 

available online
10) Collection of approved plans 

electronically and visualization of 
community-wide development

11) Six more recommendations, then…) ,
17) Enhancements to the Board 

auditorium
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auditorium



A Big Thank You!

• The Advisory Group tips its hat to 
C t t ff f it k b dCounty staff for its work above and 
beyond in support of this effort

• Especially Dave Molchany & Gordon 
Jarratt

• The Advisory Group thanks the 
Board of Supervisors for its support 
in making land use information 
accessible to all interested public 
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stakeholders


