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Madam Chairman— We have a real problem in Lee District with restaurants that serve food 
by day and become bass booming dance clubs by night.  Most of these restaurants have added 
“dance club” to their menu without any consideration of zoning and noise ordinance 
regulations or the impact on the residential neighbors nearby.   
 
Entertainment, specifically dancing by patrons, is considered an accessory use to an eating 
establishment in our Zoning Ordinance and it seems there is not enough regulation or 
opportunity for community input on a use that can adversely impact a neighborhood.  Dancing 
by patrons in restaurants is currently limited to no more than 1/8 of the floor area available for 
dining and requires a Dance Permit. 
 
The Dance Permit is issued administratively by Zoning and is required by County Code 
(Chapter 27) not the Zoning Ordinance.  Chapter 27 has few regulations limiting this use and 
does not provide for public input before the permit is issued.   Safety is also a very big 
concern as many of the establishments in my district have been found to have serious fire 
code violations and are on the local police district station’s hot spot list for routine fights, 
drunkenness and gang activity.  Eating establishments that choose to expand their use to a 
dance club after hours should be subject to a coordinated county review and input from the 
community via a public hearing process. 
 
Therefore, Madam Chairman, I move that the Board request that dancing and/or live 
entertainment in eating establishments be included on the 2009 Zoning Ordinance Work 
Program for Special Permit consideration.  As part of this motion, I also ask that a review of 
Chapter 27 of the Code of the County of Fairfax coincide with the Special Permit 
consideration to ensure all regulatory alternatives are fully vetted.   
 


	COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

