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Madam Chairman—United Community Ministries (UCM) is a non-profit community-based 
agency that has been working to address the problems of poverty in the southeastern section 
of Fairfax County for 40 years. UCM serves individuals and families who need crisis 
intervention and services to increase self-sufficiency. Single parents, married couples, 
veterans, substance abusers, the mentally ill and those suffering from HIV/AIDS have all 
benefited from services provided which reflect the underlying mission of the agency, "to 
assist families and individuals to improve the quality of their lives in a manner which builds 
their self-esteem and fosters their ability to function at the greatest level of their capacity—
socially, economically, and emotionally." UCM is a resource for all who need assistance—no 
one is ever turned away.  Among the services it offers are emergency food, household items 
and furniture; clothing; financial assistance for rent, utilities, and medical care; employment 
counseling, placement and training; technical assistance for developing micro-entrepreneurs; 
subsidized childcare through the Bryant Early Learning (BEL) Center (NAEYC accredited 
and licensed to serve 200 children); and case management services all designed to develop 
self-sufficiency. As a former member of UCM’s board of directors and as a parent whose 
daughter participates in the BEL Center’s childcare program, I can attest to the importance of 
the services that UCM provides to our community.   
 
In these very difficult economic times, UCM provides a critical safety net for those who are 
less fortunate.  Madame Chairman—I ask for unanimous consent to bring UCM Executive 
Director Cynthia Hull, her staff, and members of the UCM board before the Board for 
recognition of 40 years of exemplary service and compassion.  
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