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Save the Date 
 The Access Services (AS) branch of the Fairfax County Public Library 
will be having an Open House in 2013.  Come by our offices at Fairfax 
County Government Center to meet the staff and to get hands-on, one-on-
one, demonstrations of downloading books from the BARD database.  We 
will keep you informed as more information is made available.  The 
tentative date is Thursday, June 20, 2013. 



___________________________________________________________ 

Keep in the Know with Digital Magazines 
NLS Magazines Going Digital 

 Early in 2013 the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped (NLS) will convert audio magazines from cassette tapes to 
digital cartridges.  Since there will no longer be any magazines produced 
on a recorded cassette you will need a digital talking book player in order to 
enjoy your magazines.   To order a digital player, please call Access 
Services at 703-324-8380.   

 The cartridges holding magazines will be light blue in color and come 
in a red container. If you subscribe to more than one magazine, NLS will 
send multiple magazines on one cartridge.  But unlike the cassette copies, 
after enjoying the magazine, the cartridges will need to be returned.  
Remember to flip the mail card over and replace it in the mailing container 
and give it to your postal carrier.  If these special cartridges are not 
returned, your service may be disrupted. 

 There are over thirty-eight (38) magazines available including titles 
such as;  Money, People, Sports Illustrated, Consumer Reports,  American 
Heritage, and the Nation.  It is also possible to download magazines from 
the BARD database and enjoy them as soon as they become available. 

 If you have questions about your NLS magazine subscriptions, need 
to get a digital player or want to start receiving a magazine please call the 
library at 703-324-8380. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Bookshelf Navigating.  Say What?? 

 One of the features of digital cartridges and players is the capability 
of placing more than one selection or title onto a single cartridge.  The 
amount of space on a cartridge is greater than what is available on a 
cassette.   



 As mentioned above, NLS will soon be placing all their magazines on 
digital cartridges.   If a reader subscribes to more than one magazine they 
will receive one cartridge containing multiple magazines.  Sometimes staff 
members may send you a cartridge with two or three books on one 
cartridge.   

 When the book cartridge has several books or magazines on it you 
can jump from book to book or magazine to magazine.  To activate this 
feature, push the green PLAY/STOP button on your player for a few 
seconds.  The machine will announce “Bookshelf.”  When a customer 
hears this, one can then use the FAST FORWARD and /or REVERSE  
buttons to move backwards or forwards  from book to book or magazine to 
magazine.  After selecting the story or magazine you want to listen to, 
press the ‘Play’ button. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Subscribe to the Golden Gazette 
 The Golden Gazette, published by the Fairfax Area Agency on Aging, 
is a monthly newspaper dedicated to informing and serving older adults in 
the greater Fairfax County area. For FREE subscriptions e-mail your 
contact information (full name, street address, apartment or PO box, city, 
state, zip code, and phone number) to goldengazette@fairfaxcounty.gov, 
call 703-324-5633 or send your contact information to: 

   Golden Gazette 

   Fairfax Area Agency on Aging 

   12011 Government Center Parkway, Suite 708 

   Fairfax, VA 22035-1104 

____________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming Holiday Closings 
Veteran’s Day  Monday, November 12, 2012 

mailto:goldengazette@fairfaxcounty.gov


Thanksgiving  Thursday, November 22, 2012 

   Friday, November 23, 2012 

Christmas  Monday, December 24, 2012 

   Tuesday, December 25, 2012 

New Year’s Day  Monday, December 31, 2012 

   Tuesday, January 1, 2013 

Martin Luther King Day 

            Monday, January 21, 2013 

__________________________________________________________ 

Holiday Closing Reminder 

 Before the end of this year, we have three holidays where the library 
will be closed for an extended period of time (four days, including 
weekends).  They are: 

The Thanksgiving holiday, Thursday November 22 through 
Sunday, November 25. 

The Christmas holiday, Saturday, December 22 through 
Tuesday, December 25 and 

The New Year’s holiday, Saturday, December 29 through 
Tuesday, January 1. 

 We want to keep you reading and get the books to you that you want 
to read.  Please be aware of these upcoming disruptions in our normal 
service hours and make your requests early.   

_________________________________________________________ 

Enhance Your Library 



 Please consider the Access Services branch as part of your 
charitable giving. Private donations are critically needed to maintain high-
quality library services. Contributions in any amount are welcome and are 
tax deductible. 

 Checks may be sent to Access Services, made payable to the Fairfax 
Library Foundation with “for Access Services” specified in the memo line or 
cover letter. For more information, contact Access Services or call the 
foundation at 703-324-8300. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Reading Roundup 

 This list continues some of the non-fiction titles that the Friends of 
Access Services have recently enjoyed. 
 

The Mind's Eye by Oliver Sacks   DB 71931 

 Neurologist uses case studies to illustrate the brain’s ability to adapt 
to lost senses. Discusses a concert pianist who can no longer read music, 
a writer who is unable to read print after suffering a stroke, and Sacks’s 
own macular melanoma and its effects on his visual perception. 
 
Ghost Soldiers  by Hampton Sides  DB 52290 

 In 1945, 121 U.S. Army Rangers raided the Cabanatuan Military 
Prison Camp in the Philippines to rescue long-suffering soldiers. Depicts 
the atrocities of war, the conditions endured by the prisoners, and the 
bravery of the liberators. Violence.   
 
Gabby by Mark Lewis  DB 74049 

 Arizona congresswoman Gabby Giffords and her husband, astronaut 
Mark Kelly, describe their lives before and after the near-fatal shooting of 
Giffords in January 2011. They discuss their anguish over the other victims, 
Kelly’s support during Giffords’s recovery, and Giffords’s determination to 
return to work. Some violence and some strong language.   

The Woman Behind the New Deal by Kirstin Downey  DB 68910 



 Biography of Frances Perkins (1880-1965), Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 
labor secretary, highlights her contribution to the establishment of social 
reforms that mitigated the effects of the Great Depression. Uses archives to 
highlight Perkins’s development of Social Security, fair labor practices, the 
minimum wage, and other federal programs.  
 
The Return of Depression Economics and the Crisis of 2008 by Paul 
Krugman  DB 68287 

 Nobel Prize-winning economist updates his 1999 book The Return of 
Depression Economics (RC 50206) to reevaluate the 1990s Asian 
financial crisis and explain the 2008 American credit meltdown. Contends 
that regulations failed to keep pace with an out-of-control financial system. 
Offers suggestions for recovery and prevention of recurrence. 
 
And in honor of Sandy (the storm, not our staff member) 

Storm Cycle by Iris Johansen   DB 69430 

Houston computer expert Rachel Kirby seeks a cure for her sister 
Allie’s rare disease. A message from adventurer John Tavak, who is 
supposedly trapped in a collapsed tomb with an ancient Egyptian 
physician, sets Rachel and Allie racing for a valuable 4,500-year-old secret. 
Strong language and some violence. 

Storm Prey  by John Sanford    DB  71115 

 Investigator Lucas Davenport’s wife, Dr. Weather Karkinnen, is 
planning to operate on conjoined twins the day bikers rob the hospital 
pharmacy and kill an employee. Since Weather saw two of the robbers, 
Lucas has his colleague Virgil Flowers guard her. Violence, strong 
language, and some explicit descriptions of sex. 

Storm Runners  by T Jefferson Parker     DB  64176 

 Disabled-cop-turned-private-detective Matt Stromsoe, still mourning 
the murders of his wife and son, takes a job guarding San Diego weather 
announcer Frankie Hatfield. Someone is after her family secret that 



controls rainfall. While investigating, Matt falls for Frankie. Violence and 
strong language.  

Stormy Weather:  The Life of Lena Horne by James Gavin      DB  69545 

 Biography of African American singer/actress Lena Horne, born in 
1917 Brooklyn, who first performed at Harlem’s Cotton Club at age sixteen. 
Interprets Horne’s multiracial family background in the pre-civil rights era as 
the reason for emotional conflicts in both her personal and professional 
lives. 

Stormy Weather by Carl Hiaasen   DB  41190 

 As a hurricane hurtles through Florida, a handful of unusual people 
react in peculiar ways. Honeymooning Max Lamb eagerly videotapes the 
wreckage but is soon kidnapped by a reclusive ex-governor called Skink. 
Meanwhile two hustlers try to stage an insurance scam, and Max’s new 
wife hunts for him with the help of a millionaire who juggles skulls.  Strong 
language, some violence, and some explicit descriptions of sex.   

__________________________________________________________ 

Other Notes from NLS  
Bard Database  

Many customers are curious about the BARD (Braille and Audio 
Reading Download) database.   This database has over 23,000 recorded 
titles that are available for you or someone in your family to download.  In 
order to use this database you or a member of your family need a computer 
with a high speed Internet connection, an email address and a blank 
cartridge or a storage device called a 'flash' or 'thumb' drive.    

These are the initial steps that you follow to open a BARD account:  

Go to nlsbard.loc.gov.   

Click on “BARD application instructions”.   



Click on “Link to BARD application”.   

Using the drop-down menu, select “Fairfax County Public Library 
Access Services VA” 

Submit the application. 

You will then receive a confirmation e-mail and a PASSWORD.  You now 
have the tools you need to search the BARD database.  Please contact 
Access Services at 703-324-8380 or online at access@fairfaxcounty.gov if 
you have any questions. 

Talking Book Topics 

 As some of our customers have noted, Talking Book Topics has 
recently changed its format, decreasing the annotation to one line.  This 
has been done (temporarily) because there is a backlog of titles that have 
become digitally available.  By using one line of annotation, more titles can 
be placed in each issue.  This format will be kept until the backlog is 
reduced.  (Full annotations are available on the Voyager catalog, 
http://nlscatalog.loc.gov,  Click on “Voyager”). 

Recently Added Books 

Check out ‘Recently Added Books’ for the  latest recorded books and 
the most recently received books on the BARD database.  New titles are 
added daily.   

_______________________________________________________ 

Staff News 
 Did You Know? 

Daniel Ramos, Talking Book Manager, has recently posted these facts 
about the Access Services Talking Book program.   There are 1061 active 
individual customers, serving people from 4 years old to 107 years old. 
34% of our customers are 80 or older, and 58% of you are female. 

Ken Plummer, Outreach Manager, has posted this information about the 
Home Delivery Service.  There are 294 individual customers who have 
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checked out over 8100 books.  We also place small collections of library 
books (usually Large Print) at 26 locations throughout Fairfax County, 
places like retirement communities or senior citizen centers.  There were 
more than 8500 books in circulation at these locations. 

Geeta Katiyar, our library page, will soon begin her new duties as a 
circulation aide at the Dolly Madison library.   Congratulations, Geeta. 

____________________________________________________________  

Contact Us 
       If you have questions, comments or suggestions concerning the Loud 
& Clear newsletter, please call Ken Plummer at 703-324-8389. You may 
also e-mail him at access@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
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