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Summer Reading Program 
Equals Fun and Prizes    
As summer arrives, young people are invited to 
participate in the Fairfax County Public Library’s 
annual summer reading program, “Master the Art 
of Reading” from June 17 – August 30. This year, 
the program celebrates “Art in the Pages,” a public art sculpture project 
cosponsored by the Fairfax Library Foundation.     

Preschoolers through sixth graders and teens in 7th through 12th 
grade can join the fun. Younger children who read 15 books will 
receive a coupon book with prizes and discounts donated by various 
businesses. Teens who read eight books receive the same coupons. 
Read whatever books you choose. Just mark down the ones you have 
read on a log and return it to Access Services or your local library.

The Summer Reading Program is open to all young people in Fairfax 
County and Access Services encourages all its customers to join the 
fun and keep reading this summer. Our readers can sign up by calling 
us at 703-324-8380, e-mailing access@fairfaxcounty.gov or visiting 
your local library branch.

Staff recommendations are listed in the Reading Roundup section.
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Talking Book Tips
The staff at the Access Services branch wants you to receive the books 
that you enjoy. You can send your requests for particular items via the 
U.S. mail, e-mail, fax or telephone.    

A computer program often helps us select your books, based on the 
reading preferences you indicated when you joined the program. If 
those have changed or you want to experiment and treat yourself to a 
different style of writing, character or author it is easy to do.    

Also, remember you can tell us when you want a particular item. For 
example, if you want Christmas recipes in July, we will send them to 
you.

If you have questions or want to change any aspects of your service, 
please call the Access Services branch at 703-324-8380, e-mail us at 
access@fairfaxcounty.gov, or send us mail at:     

Access Services
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 123
Fairfax VA 22035-0012

Crystal City Conference
The 2008 Foundation Fighting Blindness annual conference will take 
place August 8-10 at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City in Arlington.    
Topics include the latest research for retinal degenerative diseases 
such as retinitis pigmentosa, Usher syndrome, Stargardt disease and 
macular degeneration, plus vendor exhibits. Daily registration rates are 
available for those who cannot attend the entire conference. For infor-
mation call 1-800-683-5555, or go to the Web site www.blindness.
org/VISIONS/index.htm.
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Staff News
Volunteer Luncheon        
The Access Services volunteer luncheon was held on Tuesday, April 
29 in the Government Center. The theme of the party was a “World 
of Thanks” and that expression truly reflects the sentiments library 
staff have for the 30 or so regular volunteers. A special thank you was 
given to Hannah Lederman, Rosemary Hilsabeck and Thelma 
Sheridan, who have retired from their leadership positions with the 
Vision Support Groups. Once again we want to acknowledge and thank 
the Friends of the Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library, who funded our 
volunteer luncheon for the third consecutive year.

Also, further kudos to Mr. Wellington Machmer, a recent recipient 
of an FCPL "Star Volunteer" award. Honored at a dinner and recogni-
tion ceremony held on April 9, “Mr. Mac” has contributed 5,000 hours 
of service to the Access Services branch.     

Farewell to Reader Advisor Dorothy Halligan. After four years of 
dedicated service to many talking book readers, Dorothy has moved on 
to a position with another county agency. Good luck!
 
Farewells and good wishes also go to Branch Manager Starr Smith, 
who is now the new branch manager of the Dolley Madison Library in 
McLean. Starr invites all the many friends she has made during the last 
three years at AS to visit her whenever they are in the McLean area.
 

“I alternate between reading cook books and reading 
diet books.”                     - mason Cooley 
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Web Corner: Three Sites to See 
The March King: John Philip Sousa [Real Player]

http://memory.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/html/sousa/sousa-home.
html

A digital collection created from materials held by the Library of Con-
gress. Visitors can browse over 100 photos, vocal scores, instrumental 
parts, librettos and other printed materials. The site also features 57 
audio recordings. From The Scout Report, Copyright Internet Scout 
1994-2007, http://scout.wisc.edu/.

Preventing Cancer       
www.preventcancer.org
The Prevent Cancer Foundation focuses its energies and resources 
on those cancers—including lung, breast, prostate, colorectal, cervi-
cal, skin, oral and testicular—that can be prevented through lifestyle 
changes or detection and treatment in their early stages.

Top Teenage reading
www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/teenstopten/teen-
stopten.htm

A teen choice list from the Young Adult Library Services Association

Books are the bees which carry the quickening 
pollen from one to another mind.    
                          -  James Russell Lowell
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Enhance Your Library 
Please consider the Access Services branch as part 
of your charitable giving. Private donations are 
critically needed to maintain high-quality library services. Contributions 
in any amount are welcome and are tax deductible.

Checks may be sent to Access Services, made payable to the Fairfax Li-
brary Foundation with “for Access Services” specified in the memo line 
or cover letter. For more information, contact Access Services or call 
the foundation at 703-324-8300. 

All Fairfax reads
The 2008 All Fairfax Reads selection is The Uncommon 
reader by Alan Bennett.  This novella features Her 
Majesty the Queen and her chance encounter with a mobile library.  
Once the Queen finds herself reading, she develops a new view of the 
world which leads her to some bold, new decisions. The Uncommon 
reader celebrates the power of reading, books and readers.

The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
has selected this book to be recorded but at the time of this writing 
the recording process is not complete. FCPL has several copies of this 
book available in CD format. Call Access Services to reserve this title. 

Other titles by Alan Bennett available through the Talking Book 
program are: Writing Home (RC 43193) and The Clothes They 
Stood Up In (RC 51770). 

All Fairfax Reads is cosponsored by the library’s Center for the Book, 
Barnes & Noble, Borders, the Fairfax Library Foundation, Fall for the 
Book, The Friends of the City of Fairfax and Reston Regional Libraries, 
George Mason University, and NOVEC.
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reading roundup
A focus on the child within us all.

Juvenile Fiction

magician's Boy by Susan Cooper    RC 64849                                                                      
A boy works for a Magician, polishing wands, feeding the rabbits and 
performing a puppet show of "Saint George and the Dragon." One day 
the puppet is missing. The Magician sends the Boy through the Land of 
Story to find it. On his quest, he meets many nursery-rhyme and fairy-
tale characters. For grades 2-4.

Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo        RC 50679                                 
Ten-year-old India Opal and her preacher dad move to a new town 
in Florida. Opal is lonely until she adopts a big stray dog she names 
Winn-Dixie. The two soon make friends with the local librarian, the 
pet store manager and a nearly-blind elderly neighbor. For grades 3-6.    
Available from FCPL library branches in large print, CD and cassette 
formats.

Amanda Pig and the Really Hot Day by Jean Van Leeuwen   
rC 62588  
Amanda Pig tries different ways to beat the summer heat. Beginning 
chapter book. Seuss Geisel Honor Book. For grades K-3. 

Martin Bridge: Blazing Ahead! by Jessica Scott Kerrin    rC 64086 
Martin looks forward to the Junior Badger’s overnight camping trip, 
while his friend Alex, king of pranks, has prepared some slime that 
looks like relish. In a second story, “Lightning Bolts,” Martin finds a 
special way to thank his father for teaching him about tools.  For 
grades 3-5.
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continued on page 8

The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo     RC 57805 
The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, a mouse of unusual talents, the 
princess that he loves, the servant girl who longs to be a princess and 
a devious rat determined to bring all to ruin. For grades 4-7. Available 
from FCPL library branches in e-audiobook, CD and cassette formats.

Tuck everlasting by Natalie Babbitt     RC 50587                                                
Winnie Foster is 10 when she meets 17-year-old Jesse Tuck and learns 
that his family hasn’t aged in 87 years ever since drinking from a se-
cret spring. She is tempted to drink that water too. For grades 4-7     
Available from FCPL libraries in large print, CD and cassette formats.

The Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, 
and a Very Interesting Boy by Jeanne Birdsall     RC 61553
A widowed father takes his four daughters, aged 4 through 12, and 
the family dog on a three-week vacation at a Berkshire Mountain Es-
tate cottage. The girls make friends with the owner’s son, much to the 
snobbish mother’s dismay. Available from FCPL library branches in e-
audiobook and CD formats.

Juvenile Non-Fiction

The Double Life of Pocahontas by Jean Fritz        RC 21795
This biography of the famous American Indian princess emphasizes her 
lifelong admiration of John Smith and the difficulties she faced while 
married to an Englishman, John Rolfe. For grades 4-7. Available from 
FCPL library branches in CD and e-audiobook formats.
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With a Little Luck: Surprising Stories of Amazing Discoveries 
by Dennis Fradin        RC 63430
Presents 11 scientific breakthroughs, including the discovery of gravity, 
penicillin and the Dead Sea scrolls. The stories describe how curiosity, 
hard work, intelligence and luck led to unique discoveries and 
monumental scientific advances. For grades 5-8.

Young Adult Fiction

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen        rC    55550                                                                                         
Middle-school student Roy has just moved from Montana to South 
Florida. He befriends a boy named Mullet Fingers and his stepsister, 
who are trying to prevent a pancake-house chain from building a res-
taurant over a colony of burrowing owls. For grades 6-9. Available from 
FCPL library branches in large print, CD and cassette formats.

Bound by Donna Jo Napoli rC 60565  
This story about Xing Xing, a young Chinese girl, reads like "Cinder-
ella." The young girl tries to endure her difficult life by making friends 
with a white carp that lives in the pond where the young girl draws 
water. She goes to a festival where she loses her slipper while trying to 
escape detection. The slipper is returned to her by a prince who wants 
her hand in marriage. For grades 6-9.

A Day No Pigs Would Die by Robert Peck        RC 37104
A 13-year-old boy grows up on a Shaker farm in Vermont and raises 
a pet prize-winning pig. But can his pig be saved from slaughter? A 
coming-of-age story. Available from FCPL library branches in cassette 
format.
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Gossamer by Lois Lowry         RC 62745                                                                                                                                            
In a haunting story that tiptoes between reality and imagination, two 
people — a lonely, sensitive woman and an angry boy — face their 
own histories and discover what they can be to one another. Their 
courage is renewed by the strength that comes from a tiny, caring 
creature they will never see. For grades 5-8. Available from FCPL 
library branches in CD format.

Young Adult Non-Fiction

The Pigman and Me by Paul Zindel         RC 36599
Humorous autobiography of popular teen author who tells of a year 
living with his sister, his neurotic mother and another single mother 
and her rambunctious pre-school twins. Available from FCPL library 
branches in cassette format.

Knots in My Yo-Yo String by Jerry Spinelli            RC 46923                            
The award-winning children’s author shares stories of his childhood 
in Pennsylvania, including how he is dismayed to learn he wasn’t 
meant to be a cowboy and his decision to punch someone just for the 
experience. For grades 5-8. Available from FCPL library branches in 
large print format.

My Life in Dog Years by Gary Paulsen     RC 48269
Paulsen, a “Dog Person”, writes about eight of the dogs who have 
shared his life. For grades 5-8. Available form FCPL library branches in 
large print format.

continued on page 10

continued from page 8
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Adults        HOT Reads for Summer

The Bradbury Chronicles: the Life of Ray Bradbury 
by Sam Weller    RC 62137
Biography of fantasy and science fiction writer Ray Bradbury, author of 
Fahrenheit 451 (RC 34963) and The Martian Chronicles 
(RC 26787). Based on interviews with Bradbury and private archives, 
Weller’s book describes the author’s childhood in Illinois, his early suc-
cess, and his feud with Michael Moore.

Too Darn Hot by Sandra Scoppettone     RC 63590 
In 1940s New York City, Claire Turner hires PI Faye Quick to locate a 
missing boyfriend, Private Charlie Ladd. After discovering a dead man 
in Charlie’s hotel room, Faye digs into Charlie’s past and uncovers un-
savory items. Also available from the library in CD and 
e-audiobook formats.

Hot Kid by Elmore Leonard            RC 60336                                                                         
Young U.S. Marshal Carlos "Carl" Webster loves chasing felons and 
savors the publicity. While searching for rich-boy-gone-bad Jack 
Belmont, Carl falls for gun moll Louly Brown. Hack writer Tony 
Antonelli tags along looking for new material. Violence, strong 
language and some descriptions of sex. Available from FCPL library 
branches in large print, CD and e-book formats.    

Fire Sale: A V.I. Warshawski Mystery by Sara Paretsky   RC 62495
Private detective V.I. Warshawski volunteers to coach girls' basketball 
at her former south Chicago high school. To help the impoverished 
team, V.I. seeks funding from discount behemoth By-Smart and 
discovers that the owner's grandson is romantically linked with one of 
her players. Meanwhile a neighborhood factory is bombed. Available 
from FCPL library branches in large print and e-audiobook formats.    
 

continued from page 9
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Hooked on Books Club: A Listening experience 

This club is a listening event. The audience finds a comfortable chair, 
has a favorite craft nearby, or simply relaxes while Ms. Bonnie Blose 
reads to them. Her reading skills are outstanding. She reads quickly 
and with excellent voice inflections to make the content interesting and 
the characters live and breathe. 

The club meets twice weekly for approximately 90 minutes in the Be-
tween the Book Ends room on the Accessible World virtual server at:
http://conference321.com/masteradmin/room.
asp?id=rs83ce590a4853

 Tuesdays:     2 p.m. Eastern
 Fridays:   Noon Eastern

Absentee Balloting and more
The Fairfax County Office of Elections wants you to be aware of the 
following information. Registered voters who will be away from Fairfax 
County on any Election Day, or who are unable to go to the polls 
because of illness or disability including people with vision and mobility 
issues, may vote by absentee 
ballot. Eligible voters may vote 
in-person prior to Election Day or 
apply to have an absentee ballot 
mailed to them. The absentee 
voting schedule, including in-person 
locations, will be available prior to 
every election.    

continued on page 12
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continued from page 11

If you or someone you know is interested in this service, the first step 
is to complete an application. If you are voting in-person you can 
complete your application at the Office of Elections Government Center 
office or one of the announced satellite locations before you cast your 
vote. The Government Center office is open for in-person absentee 
balloting approximately 45 calendar days ahead of a general election 
and the satellite locations will be open approximately 2 ½ weeks 
before an general election.

Absentee applications are also available online at www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/eb/absentee and in several locations 
throughout the county, including all Fairfax County Public Library 
branches. If you wish to have a ballot mailed to you, you will have to 
complete and sign an application form and return it to:

Office of Elections
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 323
Fairfax VA, 22035

Mr. Larry Costanzo, election specialist, says it is not too early for a 
registered voter to apply for an absentee ballot for the November 4 
election. By submitting an application early, it allows the maximum 
amount of time for the mailing process to work and for any unforeseen 
problems to be corrected.
         
There are other Election Board services to consider as you plan to 
vote. Two options that are available for registered voters on Election 
Day or for in-person absentee voting are completing an audio ballot 
or stating that one needs assistance in voting his or her ballot. When 
completing an audio ballot the phrase to remember is to be patient.
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continued on page 14

Curbside voting, for anyone aged 65 and over or for anyone who is 
physically disabled, is an Election Day option. With curbside voting 
your place is held in line as you wait in your car and either the voting 
machine or a paper ballot will be brought to you when your spot 
reaches the front of the line. Also all precincts are fully ADA compatible.
 
If you have questions please call 703-222-0776 or visit www.fairfax-
county.gov/eb online. Other voting information is available at the 
Virginia State Board of Elections Web site: www.sbe.state.va.us.

More Summer Reading Program Choices
The following titles from the Summer Reading Program (SRP) 2008 
book lists are in the NLS catalog as a recorded item or in Braille.    

Amazing Tigers! by Sarah Thomson
Lupita manana by Patricia Beatty 
Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo    
Thwonk by Joan Bauer    
Lion Boy: The First Book in a Trilogy by Zizou Corder    
Just Listen by Sarah Dessen    
Samurai Shortstop by Alan Gratz    
Rash by Pete Hautman    
Dunk by David Lubar    
Wait for me by An Na    
The Legend of Bass Reeves: Being the True 
and Fictional Account of the Most Valiant 
Marshal in the West by Gary Paulsen    
Persepolis 2 by Marjane Satrapi    
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Other titles from the SRP reading lists are in process at NLS. Please call 
AS at 703-324-8380 or e-mail access@fairfaxcounty.gov for details.

The following listed titles are available from the library as a CD. 

Dracula vs. Grampa at the Monster Truck Spectacular 
by Kirk Scroggs     
The Beasts of Clawstone Castle by Eva Ibbotson    
The Cowgirl Aunt of Harriet Bean (series) 
by Alexander McCall Smith    
Just Listen by Sarah Dessen    
Samurai Shortstop by Alan Gratz    
Rash by Pete Hautman    
Black Duck by Janet Lisle    

continued from page 13

Fairfax County Public Library 
Audio Books 
Want to browse the library's rich collections of books on CD and 
cassette?  Go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library, click on Good 
Reading, then click on Listen to Books On CD and Cassette. You can 
search by age group, medium, genre, fiction or non-fiction.
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A publication of Fairfax 
County, Virginia

Loud & Clear is published quarterly by the Access Services 
branch of the Fairfax County Public Library,
12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 123, 
Fairfax, VA 22035.
703-324-8380; TTY 703-324-8365
©2008 Fairfax County Public Library.

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library

Reasonable accommodations will be made upon request
Call 703-324-8380 or TTY 703- 324-8365.

Loud & Clear

Contact us
If you have questions, comments or suggestions concerning the Loud 
& Clear newsletter, please call Ken Plummer at 703-324-8389. You may 
also e-mail us at access@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Common sense should tell us that reading is the 
ultimate weapon — destroying ignorance, poverty and 
despair before they can destroy us.     - Jim Trelease




