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Virginia Assistive Technology System (VATS)—
What Can It Do for YOU?

The guest speaker at the January 29 Friends of Access Services
meeting was Emily Fallings. Ms. Fallings is the (VATS) North Coordinator.
She shared with the Friends some of the aspects of her job and some of
the services her office performs.

In the broad sense, almost everybody uses assistive technology in
day to day routines, whether it is with eyeglasses or with a sophisticated
computer that makes it possible to activate many household functions by
voice command. The mission of VATS is to ensure that Virginians of all
ages and abilities can acquire the appropriate, affordable assistive and
information technologies and services they need to participate in society as
active citizens. In other words, VATS may be able to help you find
solutions to particular frustrations that you encounter.

The definition of assistive technology is divided into two categories,
devices and services:

Assistive technology devices are any item, piece of equipment, or product
system that may be used by a person with a disability to perform specific
tasks, improve functional capabilities, and become more independent. It
can help redefine what is possible for people with a wide range of cognitive,
physical, or sensory disabilities.

Assistive technology services are any service that directly assists an
individual with a disability in the selection, acquisition, or use of assistive
technology devices that result in greater independence, safety or comfort of
an individual.



VATS and Ms. Fallings’ office offer assistance in the following general
areas:

Assessments—workplace, home safety and communication
assesments.

Information and Assistance—Anyone can obtain information on
assistive technology products, funding options, and resources that
range from therapists to service providers to assistive technology
vendors. Call 1-800-435-8490 for more information.

Demonstrations--can be done in the North Office Lab at George
Mason University or at a client's home. Items that can be
demonstrated or even loaned include: Apple I-pads, head tracking
devices, and Livescribe pens.

Reuse of Assistive Technology--Gently used durable medical
equipment (DME) is donated by the public to the Virginia Reuse
Network (VRN) where the equipment is then sanitized, repaired,
matched, and redistributed at no cost to the consumer. The VRN
provides reused DME to qualifying Virginians with disabilities. In
general, the VRN serves persons who are uninsured, underinsured,
or lack resources to purchase appropriate equipment.

Equipment Exchange--The AT (Assistive Technology)
Equipment Exchange provides a place where anyone can ‘ads’ for
either equipment or services that they wish to donate or sell.
Virginians with disabilities may also request assistive technology
items that are needed.

Advocacy--VATS has a collaborative relationship with the
Virginia Office of Protection and Advocacy (VOPA), whose charge is
to protect individuals with disabilities from discrimination and to serve
as their advocate to resolve such issues. VOPA's web site is
& http://www.vopa.state.va.us/. Their phone number is 1-800-552-
3962.



http://www.vopa.state.va.us/

You do not need a referral to contact VATS. Some services and
consultations are free but if someone needs specific training or a complete
written assessment there is a charge of $75.00 /hour. For more specific
information about any of these services visit the VATS website at
http://www.vats.org/ or contact Emily Fallings, VATS North Coordinator, E-
Mail: Csf emckeoug@gmu.edu Phone: 703.993.3670 Fax: 703.993.3681.
Please note that an email contact is preferred.

Gift from Fraternal Order of Eagles---Ladies
Auxiliary

On November 9, 2013, Janice Kuch, the library Branch Manager at
Access Services, accepted a $3,000 check on behalf of Fairfax Library
Foundation. The check was donated by the Ladies Auxiliary of the
Fraternal Order of Eagles and is designated to purchase large print books
in order to improve library access for seniors and others with vision
impairments. With this grant, the library will be able to buy approximately
100 additional hardcover large print books. Ms. Kuch stated, “We would
like to thank the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fraternal Order of Eagles Charity
Foundation for their generous donation. The large print books will make a
wonderful addition for all of our library visitors.”

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Fraternal Order of Eagles Charity
Foundation is dedicated to promoting peace, prosperity, gladness and hope
and to making human life more enjoyable overall. The organization
advocates for the equality of all individuals by raising and contributing funds
to community efforts.

Tax Help Sites at Your Local Library
AARP Tax Assistance


http://www.vats.org/
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Free help in preparing and filing state and federal returns is available
through the AARP Tax-Aide program, which provides free tax assistance
with special attention given to those 60 and over.

Sherwood Regional Library

February 1 — April 15

Mon-Thu 10:15 p.m. -2 p.m. &5 p.m. — 8 p.m.
Fri. and Sat. 10:15 a.m. — 2 p.m.

Centreville Regional Library
February 4 — April 15
Tuesdays 4 p.m. — 8 p.m.
Wednesdays 1 p.m. —5 p.m.

VITA Assistance

Tax help. IRS-certified volunteers help taxpayers who earned up to $52K.

Chantilly Regional Library

Every Saturday until April 15
10 a.m. —12:30 p.m.

Every Thursday until April 15
6 p.m. —8p.m.

Kingstowne Library
Every Saturday until April 15
10a.m. -3 p.m.

Richard Byrd Library
Every Saturday until April 15
10 a.m. —12:30 p.m.

Thomas Jefferson Library
Every Saturday until April 15
10 a.m. —12:30 p.m.

Tysons—Pimmit Regional Library
Every Monday until April 15
6 p.m.—8 p.m.




Web Corner

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/olderadultservices/

A comprehensive list of county agencies and services for the older adult
population in Fairfax County.

Reader Advisory -- Unrated Books

From the Colorado Talking Book Library CTBL NEWS:

The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped (NLS) is partnering with commercial audio publishers to
obtain audiobooks so it can make titles available to patrons in a more
timely manner. Access Services customers will sometimes have access to
audio versions of commercially produced books at the same time or shortly
after the release of the printed book.

Because NLS will not have access to the print books prior to the
release of the audio version, it may not be possible to assign sex, violence
and strong language content descriptors to the catalog records of these
titles. Thus, a number of titles acquired from commercial audiobook
publishers will be classified as ‘unrated.’

Please be advised that if you select ‘unrated’ books, these books may
include content you don't like.

As an example, in this issue of ‘Loud and Clear’ in Reading Roundup
see the book, OUTLAW by Ted Dekker.

Digital Magazine Returns

Since the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped (NLS) began distributing magazines on digital cartridge one
of our most recurring situations has been that customers are not
consistently receiving additional magazines. This happens because the


http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/olderadultservices/

original magazine cartridges have not been returned in an appropriate
amount of time.

Magazines are considered weekly or monthly. For weekly cartridges,
NLS figures the due date should be 3 weeks; they calculate one week to
send the magazine, one week to read the magazine and one week to send
the material back. Using the same theory for monthly magazines
translates into a 6-week loan period. The distributor of the magazine will
mark a cartridge as overdue precisely when the cartridge is not returned.
Once a customer has two overdue cartridges all magazine service is
stopped until the overdue magazines have been returned. (This differs
considerably from the policy when magazines were recorded on cassettes.)

We want you to continue to enjoy reading magazines. Help us help
you. Please return your magazine cartridges in a timely manner or become
a BARD user and download the magazines you are interested in. Once a
magazine is downloaded on BARD you control when you want to delete it
from your cartridge.

Free Blank Cartridge, Cable Available for BARD
Downloads

Access Services has a limited number of free cables and blank
cartridges to loan to customers for use when downloading books and
magazines from the Braille and Audio Reading Download (BARD)
database. They are for customers who have not previously received them
and are available through a cooperative agreement with the Virginia
Department for the Blind and Visually Impaired. If you have been thinking
about taking advantage of BARD and haven’t done it yet then this is for
you.

If you, a family member, or a friend has a computer with a high speed
Internet connection and an email address you can take advantage of the
BARD database. You will have access to all of the 25,000 plus books and
magazines that are available digitally 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.




If you have questions, please give call us at 703-324-8380 or send us
an email at access@ fairfaxcounty.gov.

Reading Roundup in honor of the Sochi Winter

Olympics and St. Patrick’s Day we suggest these titles and
authors.

Doctor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak DB 75275

Poet/physician Yuri Andreevich Zhivago takes his family from Moscow to
the Ural Mountains for safety during the Russian Revolution but he is
forcibly conscripted. He also falls in love with Lara, a revolutionary’s wife.
2010 Translation by Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky. 1955.

Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy DB 49499

In 1870s Russia, Anna flaunts convention by having an adulterous affair
with Count Vronsky. Preferring the allure of romance to her stifling marriage
with Alexis Karenin, Anna’s happiness disintegrates as she loses her peace
of mind. Originally published in 1877. Translated by Louise and Aylmer
Maude. 1999

War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy DB 67136

Epic historical novel portrays five aristocratic families against the
background of Russian social life during the Napoleonic Wars (1792-1815).
Depicts campaign battles, the burning of Moscow, and the French army’s
winter retreat. 2007 translation by Richard Pevear and Larissa
Volokhonsky. 1869.

In the Woods (Dublin Murder Squad, #1) by Tana French DB 66071

Irish detective Rob Ryan and his partner Cassie Maddox investigate the
murder of a twelve-year-old girl from Knocknaree at an archaeological site
near Dublin. The crime’s similarities to the disappearances of Ryan’s best


http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/237209.In_the_Woods
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/138825.Tana_French

friends twenty years ago in the same woods cause him intense personal
anguish. Strong language. 2007.

A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce DB 22892

Largely autobiographical novel portrays the Irish childhood,
adolescence, and early manhood of Stephen Dedalus, who is one of the
leading characters of "Ulysses" (DB 19994). Stephen’s growing self-
awareness as an artist forces him to reject the narrow world in which he
has been brought up. 1916.

Tara Road by Maeve Binchy DB 47670

In Ireland, Ria’s marriage falls apart when her husband leaves her for
his pregnant girlfriend; in Connecticut, Marilyn, unable to cope with her
son’s death, separates from her husband. A phone call sets in motion a
swapping of houses for the summer and the chance for each woman to
rediscover herself. Bestseller. 1998.

How the Irish Saved Civilization by Thomas Cahill DB 41657

Cabhill demonstrates how literacy and classical learning survived through
the efforts of "men so strange they lived in little huts on rocky outcrops and
shaved half their heads and tortured themselves." The author chattily
relates how these Irish monks began in the fifth century to handcopy
literature crucial to the later growth of medieval culture. 1995.

...And a couple of recently recorded titles that you may not have noticed.

Never Go Back by Lee Child DB 77346

While stopping by his former army office to finally meet the appealing
commanding officer, Susan Turner, Reacher is accused of committing
murder sixteen years ago--and of fathering a child. Turner is also being
framed, and the two go on the run. Violence and strong language.
Bestseller. 2013,

Outlaw by Ted Dekker DB 77481
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1963. Julian Carter and her two-year-old son Stephen leave Atlanta,
Georgia, and set sail to spread the gospel around the world. After they are
shipwrecked off Australia, Stephen is presumed lost at sea and Julian is
enslaved by a jungle tribe. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2013.

Thankless in Death by J.D. Robb DB 77470

NYC; Thanksgiving week, 2060. Twenty-six-year-old loser Jerry
Reinhold snaps when his mother insists he get a job. Killing her feels so
good that Jerry keeps his murderous streak going--while Lieutenant Eve
Dallas and her partner race to stop him. Violence, strong language, and
some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller. 2013.

Big Sky Wedding by Linda Lael Miller DB 77482

Parable, Montana. Businesswoman Brylee Parrish, who has been jilted
at the altar, does not want to fall in love. But then rodeo-rider-turned-
movie-star Zane Sutton becomes her neighbor on the adjoining ranch.
Some strong language and some explicit descriptions of sex. Bestseller.
2013.

Talking Book Topics -- Changes in Appearance
and Content

With the January/February edition of TALKING BOOK TOPICS and
BRAILLE BOOK REVIEW look for these exciting customer-requested
changes.

The titles are still divided under broad headings: Books for Adults,
Books for Children, and Foreign Language Books. Within Books for Adults
and Books for Children, titles are subdivided into Fiction and Nonfiction.
Fiction titles are listed first. Inside the Fiction and Nonfiction genres, titles
are listed by their subject categories in A-to-Z order (in Fiction books, for
example, the categories may range from Adventure to Westerns). Then,
the titles are arranged by author’s last name. If there are more than one



title by the same name they will be listed alphabetically by the title of the
book. By utilizing this format, there is no longer an index.

You may also notice that the annotation may be longer.

We think that you will find these changes make searching for the
books you want to read a more enjoyable experience.

Audio Described Performances Alden Theater

Through a cooperative agreement between The Metropolitan
Washington Ear and The McLean Community Players, (MCP) along with
the support of The Alden Theater at The McLean Community Center, audio
description services will now be provided at one performance of each play
during this upcoming season. There will be a described performance on
each final Saturday evening performance of every show this season.
Shows in 2014 include "Perfect Wedding" and "Guys and Dolls". The
Alden Theater is located at 1234 Ingleside Ave. McLean, VA 22101,
Telephone: 703-790-9223.

For additional details go to the McLean Community Players website
at: www.mcleanplayers.org.

Users of the Washington Ear's dial-in service can obtain additional
details about performances planned at the Alden Theater, as well as
other described theater opportunities in the metropolitan Washington
area by calling 301-681-2666 and selecting category 8.

If you are not yet a subscriber to the Washington Ear's free services,
call 301-681-6636 or visit www.washear.org to learn about its unique
services and how to subscribe.
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New Nonprofit Offers Home Repairs and
Accessibility Modifications

Volunteers Repairing Homes is a new nonprofit that helps people in
Northern Virginia who are in need of assistance to make their homes safer,
warmer, dryer, more accessible, or more energy efficient. The organization
helps older adults, people with disabilities, and low income residents. For
more information, call 571-241-2956.

Staff News

The Friends of Access Services acknowledge their new slate of
officers: President -- Cheryl Piper, Vice President — Chato Carter, Co-
secretaries—Nancy Riley and Marie Brinas. The officers want to extend
an invitation to all to attend their next meeting on Tuesday, April 29, at
12:30 p.m. in the Fairfax County Government Center. If you have
guestions about the Friends of Access Services please contact Janice
Kuch at Access Services, 703-324-8380 or via email at
access@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Reader Adviser, Yadira Fernanadez, was recently recognized for her
25 years of service to Fairfax County, all of them with Fairfax County Public
Library. She is grateful for the relationships she has with her current
customers. We are grateful for your contributions to Access, Yadira!
Raise a glass.

Reminder.: Bard Mobile App is Here!
For Apple products only

Download your books and magazines directly to your I-Pad, I-Phone,
or I-Pod. The app is free but you must have an active BARD account in
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order to use the app. Contact us at 703-324-8380 or at
access@fairfaxcounty.gov for more information.

Low Vision Tip

From J. Brisner, Leisure World

Did you know that you can receive large-type checks from your bank?
These checks offer well-contrasted writing areas with slightly raised lines
that the tip of your pen can actually feel as you write your check. Also
included is a large print ‘ledger’. Discuss this option with your bank
manager.

Subscribe to the Golden Gazette

The Golden Gazette, published by the Fairfax Area Agency on Aging,
is a monthly newspaper dedicated to informing and serving older adults in
the greater Fairfax County area. For FREE subscriptions e-mail your
contact information (full name, street address, apartment or PO Box, city,
state, zip code, and phone number) to goldengazette@fairfaxcounty.gov,
call 703-324-5633 or send your contact information to:

Golden Gazette

Fairfax Area Agency on Aging

12011 Government Center Parkway, Suite 708
Fairfax, VA 22035-1104

Contact Us
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If you have questions, comments or suggestions concerning the Loud
& Clear newsletter, please call Ken Plummer at 703-324-8389. You may
also e-mail him at access@fairfaxcounty.gov.
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