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Spring Book Sale – Mark Your 
Calendar 
 

Our annual Spring Book Sale is just around the 
corner.  The books, which have been sorted and 
boxed by our terrific team of volunteers, will be 
delivered from storage on Friday, March 13 (we 
refuse to be superstitious!).   
 

Important Dates – 
- Cut-off day for book donations for this sale – 

Saturday, March 7 
- Set-up Days – Sat. Mar. 14 through Tues., 

Mar. 17 
 

THEN the real work begins!   For this sale, we 
are trying a new approach for disposing of unsold 
books.  We will re-box them and sell the boxes to 
a vendor.  We are pleased with this new plan, but 
it means extra work == extra volunteers!  This 
shut-down of the sale will take place on 
Saturday, March 21 from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.   
 

So please say “yes” when you are asked to help.  
If you are not already on our volunteer list, 
contact Carole Dowd (cdowd2000@verizon.net).   
 

Book sale days and hours -- 

Thursday, March 19 – 1:00 to 8:00 pm 
Friday, March 20 – 10:00 am to 6:00 pm 
Saturday, March 21 – 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who 
donated books over the winter.  Whether 
you placed a single book on our donation 
cart or brought 30 boxes to the back 
door, we love you all !! 
 

In Memoriam -- Jane Boyers 
1935 – 2015 

 

The Friends of Oakton Library were greatly saddened 
in January to learn that our dear friend and loyal 
volunteer, Jane Boyers, had passed away. 
 

For many years, Jane almost single-handedly sorted 
and boxed the books donated for our used book 
sales.  She would then load those boxes into her truck 
and take them to storage for us.   
 

Jane was a small person, so this was nothing short of 
amazing!  However she was definitely large in heart, a 
generous, willing, and gracious volunteer, always 
ready to lend a helping hand with a smile. 
 

Jane preferred to work behind the scenes in her quiet 
way.  During set-up for our most recent book sale, 
Jane chose to work in our little back-office room, 
boxing and moving the books that remained there.  
She wanted to be out of the fray! 
 

Tooley Milstead remembers that Jane would 
breakdown discarded boxes, run them to recycling, 
make trips to Costco for flats, and make sure there 
was a fan for those stifling days when there was no 
AC in the sorting room.  She never complained, was 
always cheerful and loved to chat about family 
(especially her grandkids and great grandchildren) 
and her husband James.   
 

And Library Manager Jerilyn Polson recalls that Jane 
“made a lovely granny shawl for my new grandson … 
what a sweet, kind person!” 
 

In recognition for all that she did, Jane received our 
Friends Choice Award for 2010. 
 

We miss you, dear friend! 

 

 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/events
mailto:cdowd2000@verizon.net
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County Funding of Libraries 

 

On February 17, Fairfax County released the 
Fiscal Year 2016 Advertised Budget Plan, 
seeking comments and feedback.  Some funding 
cuts to library services are being considered. 
 

Overall library funding per household already 
places Fairfax County below the funding levels 
for every other library system in our metro area. 
 

There will be opportunities for comment at these 
public meetings held at the Government Center 
Board Auditorium: 

Tuesday, April 7 -- 4:00 pm  
Wednesday, April 8 -- 1:00 pm  
Thursday, April 9 -- 1:00 pm 

 

The Board of Supervisors is scheduled to finally 
adopt the budget on Tuesday, April 28, 2015. 
 

To see budget details, use this link: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dmb/fy2016/advertised/fy
2016-advertised-budget.htm. 

Then choose the 2nd item in the last group of 
links on the page, “Summary of General Fund 
Direct Expenditure”.  The pie charts are above.   
 

We have heard from the Supervisors that 
personal messages from constituents do carry 
weight.  It has worked before.  So please call or 
email your Supervisor now, and tell him/her 

how important Oakton Library is to our 
community, and how vital Fairfax County libraries 
are to our county.  The libraries have born more 
than their fair share of cost cutting. 
 

Supervisor Linda Smyth – Providence District – 
provdist@fairfaxcounty.gov, 703-560-6946 
 

Supervisor Catherine Hudgins – Hunter Mill District 
– huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov, 703-478-0283 
 

Supervisor Michael Frey – Sully District – 
sully@fairfaxcounty.gov, 703-814-7100 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Friends’ Officers for 2015 
 

At the Annual Meeting of the Friends on January 
20, the current officers were re-elected to a 
second term:  

President:  Corinne Savage 
First Vice-President: Jim Milstead 
Second Vice-President: Jane Sharnoff  
Secretary: Barbara Hippe 
Treasurer: Fred Pitman 

 

In addition, the current committee chairmen were 
enticed to continue their excellent work. 
 

We would like to thank these hard-working 
Friends’ members for agreeing to serve.  We are 
indebted to them! 
 

 

 

Great Quote from Oakton’s Own 
David Baldacci 
 

Best-selling author David Baldacci will serve as 
Honorary Chair of National Library Week 2015. 
Mr. Baldacci was interviewed in the New York 
Times Book Review on Sunday, November 30, 
2014.  The article included the following quote: 
 

“What kind of reader were you as a child?...” 
 

“I was a library rat.  Libraries are the mainstays 
of democracy.  The first thing dictators do when 
taking over a country is close all the libraries, 
because libraries are full of ideas and differences 
of opinion, all the things we say we want in a free 
and open society.  So keep ‘em, fund ‘em, 
embrace and cherish ‘em. …” 
 
Hear! Hear! 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dmb/fy2016/advertised/fy2016-advertised-budget.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dmb/fy2016/advertised/fy2016-advertised-budget.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dmb/fy2016/advertised/web-2016-advertised-gf-direct-expenditures.xlsx
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dmb/fy2016/advertised/web-2016-advertised-gf-direct-expenditures.xlsx
mailto:provdist@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:sully@fairfaxcounty.gov
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Library Advocacy  
-- Tooley Milstead and Jane Sharnoff 

 

Friends’ Board Members are staying abreast of 
current efforts to advocate for the benefit of the 
Fairfax County Public Libraries.  There are two 
organizations working with county supervisors 
and state legislators to voice concerns about the 
devastating effects of continued budget cuts.    
 

One such organization, Invest in Fairfax, is a 
broad coalition of businesses, non-profits, and 
public service providers dedicated to the 
proposition that Fairfax County, VA is an 
excellent place to live, work, raise children, grow 
old and do business.  They support education, 
public safety, and public services which form an 
open and welcoming community.  In order to 
maintain and improve the quality of life that 
Fairfax County provides, we must work together 
and support each other when communicating 
with those who hold the purse strings, and guide 
them to better understand what these essential 
services require. The coalition mentioned above 
represents the social infrastructure of the county 
that, even considering a tight budget, should be 
funded to enable continued success.  
 

Another group, The Fairfax Library 
Advocates, headed by Dennis Hayes, works 
closely with the Reston Citizen Association and 
currently supports a bill recently introduced in the 
state legislature by Delegate Mark 
Keam (HB2066) to declare libraries “essential 
services.”  Libraries provide a gathering place in 
case of emergencies; serve as a resource for 
home schooled students and a safety net for 
those who don’t have computers. The Library 
Advocates group also follows ongoing 
developments and issues that affect the Friends 
of the Library groups.   This group operates a 
blog:  http://ffxlibraryadvocates.blogspot.com/  
 

From the Board of the Friends of Oakton Library, 
Corinne Savage, Tooley Milstead and Jane 
Sharnoff attend meetings of these advocacy 
groups, work with them, and report back to the 
Friends’ board. 
 
 

 

Please pass this newsletter along to a friend 
or neighbor who is interested in the Library, 

and encourage them to join the Friends! 
(See page 7) 

 

Spotlight on the Staff –  
Amanda Post     – Carol Fay 

  

Oakton Library welcomes Amanda Post as our 
Assistant Branch Manager.   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Amanda began working with Fairfax County 
Public Libraries in 2007 as an adult services 
librarian at the Reston Regional Branch and then 
at George Mason Regional.  She states that she 
enjoys “talking to and serving such a wide 
diversity of people, including people of all ages 
and those new to this country.” 
 

Originally from Grand Rapids, Michigan, Amanda 
has been working in public libraries since high 
school.  She attended college in Michigan and 
received her master’s degree from Wayne State 
in Detroit.  Asked why she moved to Virginia, she 
responded, “To get away from the snow!”  
 

Amanda began her duties at Oakton at the end 
of August.  Her first impression of the Oakton 
branch is that of “a hardworking staff.”  She 
notes, “I’m impressed with how enthusiastic 
everyone is about being helpful. That attitude 
really stands out here.”   
 

Her position as Assistant Branch Manager 
includes working at the public service desk, 
assisting with building issues, supervising 
information staff and collection work, and helping 
with programs. 
 

When she is not working, Amanda enjoys 
cooking and travel. 
 

Welcome, Amanda!! 

 
 
 
 
 

http://ffxlibraryadvocates.blogspot.com/
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Friends of Oakton Library – 
Speaker Series 
 

 Fit2Finish, Thursday March 12, 7:30 pm 
 

Local author, exercise 
physiologist and sports 
medicine journalist, Dr. 
Wendy LeBolt, 
addresses the crisis of 
injuries in youth sports 
and provides 
professional advice for soccer 
players/parents/coaches for injury prevention 
and balanced training.   

 

 Berlin Then, Berlin Now, Tues., Mar. 24, 

7:30 pm 
 

Bill Rapper, author of Tears of Innocence and 
Berlin Breakdown discusses the attraction 

Berlin continues to hold 70 years after the fall 
of the Nazis. (Adults, teens)  

 

To register: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/events  
 

 

Book Group Reading Lists 
 

The following book groups meet monthly at 
Oakton Library and are open to the public.  Refer 
to the calendar on page 6 for meeting dates and 
times for these book clubs. 
 

Money Matters 
Mar. – Asset Allocation Demystified by Paul Lim 

(Second half of book) 
Apr. – Investing: The Last Liberal Art by Robert 

Hagstrom 
May – Why Moats Matter: The Morningstar Approach 

to Stock Investing by Heather Brilliant and 
Elizabeth Collins (First half of book) 

 

Mystery Book Club 
Mar. – Bones of the Lost by Kathy Reichs 
Apr. – Ashes to Dust by Yrsa Sigurdardottir and Philip 

Roughton 
May – The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie by 

Alan Bradley 

 
Oakton Book Discussion Group 
Mar. – Little Heathens by Mildred Kalish 
Apr. – The Beggar Maid by Alice Munro 
May – Let the Great World Spin by Colum McCann 
 
 

Book Recommendations  
 

On Hallowed Ground. The Story of Arlington 
National Cemetery by Robert Poole 
   

Robert Poole, a contributing editor 
of Smithsonian, has written the history of 
America’s conflicts by relating the history of 
Arlington National Cemetery. 
  

Starting with President Lincoln’s meeting with 
Robert E. Lee, offering Lee command of the 
Union army, and concluding with the recent 
interments in Section 60, Poole adds to our 
appreciation and knowledge of American history 
and the men and women who served in our 
military. 
 

On Hallowed Ground is a readable, interesting 

story of this most beautiful, special place. 
   -- Carole Dowd 

 

Redeployment by Phil Klay 
 

Winner of the National Book Award for 2014, 
Redeployment is a collection of powerful stories 
told from the point of view of soldiers who have 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
 

The focus of the collection concerns the stark 
contrast of two different worlds—the home and 
the battlefield.  The soldiers who must negotiate 
the transition between these domains struggle to 
make sense of their experiences and retain their 
humanity--a theme as old as the Odyssey and 
just as timeless.  
 

Their stories are powerful and moving and 
remind the reader of the great sacrifices soldiers 
and their families are asked to make.  

-- Corinne Savage 
 

 
 

Love those Little Green Envelopes! 
 
Thank you to all who responded to our end-of-
year membership renewal plea, often including a 
donation beyond the dues amount. 
 

If you have not yet responded, it’s not too late!  
And if you’ve lost your green envelope, there is a 
renewal form at the end of this newsletter. 
 

 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/events
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Winter Holiday Open House - 2014 

 

The Chalet Brass 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 

Carol Fay and Corinne Savage offered .                         The crafts table. 
refreshments. 

 
 

 

 
    
 

Twelve Days of Christmas sing-a-long 
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Spring Calendar 
 

 All events take place at the Oakton Library 
unless specified.  
 

 Most programs require a reservation.  
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/events .  

 

 Note that many events are repeated on multiple 
dates. 

 

 One-on-one English conversation is available by 
appointment most Tuesday and Thursday afternoons at 
1:30 pm. 

 

 Group English conversation is available most 
Mondays at 10:30 am. 

 

 Computer One-on-One tutoring in Internet Basics, E-
mail, Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint by 
appointment most Mondays and Tuesdays at 12:00 pm. 

 

 All libraries will be closed on these dates:  Sun., Apr. 5; 
Sun.-Mon, May 24-25. 

------------------------------------- 

Tues., Mar. 3 – 10:30 am – Cut the Carbs, Lose the 
Weight Join us to discuss how an easy, low-carb 
lifestyle can lead to significant weight loss and 
decrease the risk for many chronic illnesses. Anita 
Capizzi, R.N., CHC., will reveal the #1 best tip for 
maintaining a low-carb lifestyle. 
 
Wed., Mar. 4, Apr. 1, May 6 – 10:30 am – Duplo: 
Read! Build! Play!  (Age 18-26 months with an 

adult.)   
 
Mon., Mar. 9, Apr. 20, May 18 – 4:00 pm – Legos in 
the Library Have fun and make new friends.  
Hundreds of Legos await you and your creativity!  No 
registration needed.  (Age 5-12) 
 
Tues., Mar. 10, Apr. 14, May 12 – 7:00 pm – Money 
Matters.  Book discussion focused on personal 
finance and investing.  (See page 3 for the books.) 
 
Wed., Mar. 11, Apr. 8, Apr. 22, May 13 – 10:30 am – 
Toddler Tales. (Age 2-3 with an adult.) 
 
Wed., Mar. 11, Apr. 8, May 13  – 1:00 pm – Mystery 
Book Club (Adults; See page 3 for the books.) 
 
Thurs., Mar. 12 – 7:30 – Fit2Finish.  Meet Dr. Wendy 
LeBolt, author of Fit2Finish: Keeping Your Soccer 
Players in the Game. Help your athletes play their 

best, prevent injury and have fun.   
 
Thurs, Mar. 19 - Sat., Mar. 21 – Spring Book Sale ! 
 
 

Tues., Mar. 24 – 7:30 pm – Berlin Then, Berlin Now.  
Bill Rapper, author of Tears of Innocence and Berlin 
Breakdown discusses the attraction Berlin continues 
to hold 70 years after the fall of the Nazis. (Adults, 

teens)  
 
Wed., Mar. 25, Apr. 15, May 20 – 10:30 am – Small 
Wonders Short stories for you and your child. (Age 
13-23 months with an adult.) 
 
Thurs., Mar. 26, Apr. 16, May 21 – 7:00 pm – Oakton 
Book Discussion (Adults; See page 3 for the books.) 
 
Sat., Mar. 28, Apr. 18, May 16 – 10:30 am – Saturday 
Story Time.  Stories and songs. (Age 2-5 with an 
adult) 
 
Mon., Mar. 30, Apr. 13, May 11 – 4:30 pm – Brain 
Games Come and play chess and other fun strategy 
games, e.g. Blokus, Battleship, and Rush Hour.  (Age 
6 and up) 
 
Tues., Mar. 31 – 2:00 pm – Hula with Mokihana. 

Experience traditional Hawaiian music and dance.   
 
Tues., Mar. 31 Apr. 7, Apr. 14, Apr. 21, Apr. 28, May 5 
– 4:30 pm – Baby ArtsPlay Classes.  Music, drama 
and movement program to encourage self-expression 
and imaginative play. Families are expected to attend 
ALL 6 classes. If you have attended Baby Artsplay 
before, please do not register for this series so that 
new families can attend. (Birth-3 with adult) 
 

Tues., Apr. 14 – 10:30 am – Bird Gardening.  
Watching cardinals, bluebirds, wrens, sparrows and 
other beautiful birds is a great way to enjoy your 
garden! Attend this seminar by Green Spring Gardens 
Master Gardeners to learn what plants you should 
grow to create a habitat that’ll encourage these 

delicate beauties to visit your garden!   
 
Sat., May 16 – 3:00 pm – Gregory Paul’s World of 
Dinosaurs. Gregory Paul, dinosaur expert and author 
of 3 books and a field guide, will entertain and inform 
his audience with his knowledge of these fascinating 
creatures. (Age 10 to adult.) 
 
Tues., May 19 – 10:30 am – Attracting Pollinators 
to Your Garden.  Pollinators play an important role in 
your ornamental and vegetable gardens. Discover 
how to attract these beneficial insects, birds, and bats 
to your landscape by providing an environment rich in 
diversity of plants and habitat.  Presented by Green 

Spring Gardens Master Gardeners.  
 
 
  Sponsored or co-sponsored by Friends of Oakton 

Library. 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/events
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Yes, Count Me as a Friend 
It’s not too late!  Renew my membership for 2015! 

 

Name(s) __________________________ 

 

Street Address _____________________ 
 

______________________________ 

 

E-mail ___________________________ 

 

Phone ____________________________ 

 

New? ____  Membership Renewal? ____ 

 

Here’s My Annual Membership Donation 
 

$10  Individual       _______ 

$25  Family       _______ 

Additional contribution   _______ 
 

I would like to volunteer 
my talents to help the Friends of Oakton 

Library. 
 

Please check one or more: 
 

___  Book Sales 

___  Volunteer at the Library 

___  Friends Programs / Events 

___  Hospitality / Floral Displays 

___  Horticulture / Outdoor Habitat 

___  Expanding our Membership 

___  Occasional Assistance 

 

Please make your check payable to  

 Friends of Oakton Library 
 

and then mail to 
 

Friends of Oakton Library 

10304 Lynnhaven Place 

Oakton, VA 22124-1785 

 
FOL is an IRS 501(c)(3) organization. 

Your donation is tax-deductible. 
 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

     
 
 
 
  Use the QR link below to access the 
      Oakton Library information page 
      (Address, Hours, Phone.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


