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2 .1  Introduction 

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors (board) has set the framework for 

the county’s environmental initiatives through its vision, goals, policies and 

ordinances and has dedicated considerable resources to implementing 

these initiatives . This section of the report addresses this framework .

The board’s vision statement includes the following (paraphrased slightly):

Our vision is to protect and enrich the quality of life for the people, 

neighborhoods and diverse communities of Fairfax County by maintaining 

safe and caring communities, building livable spaces, connecting people 

and places, maintaining healthy economies, practicing environmental 

stewardship, creating a culture of engagement and exercising corporate 

stewardship. 

We envision that local government, industry and residents will seek ways 

to use all resources wisely and to protect and enhance the county’s 

natural environment and open space. As a result, residents will feel good 

about their quality of life and embrace environmental stewardship as a 

personal and shared responsibility. 

Vision of Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, available at   

www .fairfaxcounty .gov/government/vision .htm .    

2 .2  Policies Adopted by the Board of Supervisors 

2 .2 .1  Priorities and Goals
Fairfax County will continue to protect our drinking water, air quality, 

stream valleys and tree canopy through responsible environmental 

regulations and practices. We will continue to take a lead in initiatives to 

address energy efficiency and sustainability and to preserve and protect 

open space for our residents to enjoy.

Fairfax County Statement of Priorities, available at www .fairfaxcounty .gov/

government/board/priorities/ .

Environmental initiatives are driven by goals, policies and priorities 

agreed upon at the highest levels of the county government. Through its 

Statement of Priorities, the Board of Supervisors has pledged to engage 

residents and business and protect investment in eight critical areas, 

including “a clean, sustainable environment.”
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The county’s goals, adopted by the Board of Supervisors in 1988 and 

subsequently revised, serve as the basis for the Comprehensive Plan and 

encompass all aspects of the county government . Of 20 adopted goals, 

many speak directly to environmental protection and resource conservation:

Environmental Protection – The amount and distribution of population 

density and land uses in Fairfax County should be consistent with 

water quality, ambient air quality and other environmental standards. 

Development in Fairfax County should be sensitive to the natural setting, 

in order to prevent degradation of the County’s natural environment.

Energy Conservation – Fairfax County should promote energy efficiency 

and energy conservation within the public, commercial, residential, and 

industrial sectors.

Open Space – Fairfax County should support the conservation of 

appropriate land areas in a natural state to preserve, protect and enhance 

stream valleys, meadows, woodlands, wetlands, farmland, and plant and 

animal life. Small areas of open space should also be preserved in already 

congested and developed areas for passive neighborhood uses, visual 

relief, scenic value, and screening and buffering purposes.

Three other goals, “Quality of Life,” “Land Use” and “Transportation,” also 

have environmental components . The Fairfax County Goals reflect the 

belief of the community that environmental protection and preservation 

are overarching components of the quality of life . They demonstrate an 

understanding of the interdependence of decisions regarding private 

development, transportation and public works with the environment . How 

we use land affects, and is affected by, the natural environment .

See the board’s statement of priorities at www .fairfaxcounty .gov/

government/board/priorities/ and the county’s goals at  

www .fairfaxcounty .gov/dpz/comprehensiveplan/policyplan/preface .pdf . 

2 .2 .2  Environmental Agenda
Fairfax County has long recognized the need for proactive policies and 

initiatives to address its environmental challenges . Indeed, environmental 

considerations are embedded in the county’s policy and regulatory 

documents, and the county has pursued a myriad of environmental 

initiatives that continue to grow in number and complexity .

For this reason among others, at its regular meeting on Monday, June 

21, 2004, the board, in continuation of its long history of environmental 

vigilance and dedication, endorsed and adopted the “Environmental 
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Excellence for Fairfax County: A 20-year Vision,” also known as the 

Environmental Agenda . The Environmental Agenda is organized into six 

core services: 

❚  Growth and Land Use . 

❚  Air Quality and Transportation . 

❚  Water Quality .

❚  Solid Waste .

❚  Parks, Trails, Open Space . 

❚  Environmental Stewardship . 

The Agenda centers on two main guiding principles: First, conservation 

of our limited natural resources must be interwoven into all government 

decisions . Second, the county must be committed to providing the 

necessary resources to protect the environment .

In addition to the six central themes, the Environmental Agenda includes 

objectives relating to trees and resource conservation .

The Environmental Agenda provides specific guidance for board members, 

county staff and the community when making decisions that have 

environmental impacts . Environmental concerns are not seen as trade-offs  

or compromises but instead are foundational to the decision making 

process . The Environmental Agenda provides the necessary guidance for 

creative decision-making and leadership . It is an aggressive, multi-year 

plan that will require a long-term financial commitment .

On October 6, 2015, the Board of Supervisors directed that county staff 

review the Environmental Agenda with community and board involvement 

in order to determine if the document needs to be updated .  Completion  

of an update to the Environmental Agenda is anticipated in 2017 . See  

www .fairfaxcounty .gov/living/environment/environmentalvision .htm .

The board’s Environmental Agenda is available at www .fairfaxcounty .gov/

living/environment/eip/bos_environmental_agenda .pdf .

2 .2 .3  Cool Counties Climate Stabilization Initiative
The Cool Counties initiative was developed in collaboration with local, 

regional and national partners to reduce greenhouse gas emissions .

Fairfax County’s climate change actions and initiatives include:

❚   Reducing greenhouse gas emissions in county government operations 

through efficiency, conservation and education .
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❚   Implementing air quality, land use planning and zoning, transportation, 

tree and open space preservation, solid waste management, recycling 

and water conservation and reuse initiatives .

❚   Encouraging similar efforts in the wider community by supporting transit- 

oriented mixed-use development, green building and energy-conserving 

design, particularly in redevelopment areas such as Tysons Corner .  

See www .fairfaxcounty .gov/living/environment/coolcounties/ . 

2 .2 .4  Energy Policy
The Fairfax County Energy Policy, adopted in 2009, promotes pragmatic 

conservation and management of energy resources . The policy supports 

nine measures: 

❚   Energy efficiency and conservation in buildings, facilities, operations and 

vehicles .

❚   The use of alternative and sustainable energy options .

❚   Waste reduction and recycling .

❚   The use of more fuel efficient and alternate fuel vehicles in the county’s 

fleet .

❚   Implementation of energy efficiency and conservation projects .

❚   Generation of energy on-site .

❚   Land use patterns and transportation systems that serve to reduce 

energy use .

❚   Intergovernmental energy efficiency efforts .

❚   Energy efficiency and conservation efforts by county employees, 

employers and residents .

The energy policy is available at www .fairfaxcounty .gov/living/

environment/county-energy-policy .htm/ .

The primary implementation mechanism to address and support 

environmental and energy policies and goals set forth in the board’s 2004 

Environmental Agenda, the 2007 Cool Counties Initiative and the 2009 

Energy Policy is the county’s Environmental Improvement Program . Two 

collaborative inter-agency committees – the Environmental Coordinating 

Committee and the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Coordinating 

Committee – are vital to implementation, as they help ensure that cross-

cutting action is coordinated across county agencies, authorities and 

schools . More information on the Environmental Improvement Program is 

presented in Sections 2 .4 .2 and 5 of this document . 
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2 .2 .5  Comprehensive Plan
The Plan map may be viewed at a larger scale at http://www .fairfaxcounty .

gov/dpz/comprehensiveplan/compplanmap06212016 .pdf . 
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LEGEND

OTHER USES

LAND USE

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION

Note:  In the event of a discrepancy between the specific 
recommendations of the Area Plans and the map, the Area 
Plan takes precedence.

DU/AC means “dwelling units per acre”

INDUSTRIAL

SPECIAL AREAS

PUBLIC FACILITIES, GOVERNMENTAL AND INSTITUTIONAL

.1-.2 DU/AC (1 dwelling unit per 10-5 acres)

.2-.5 DU/AC (1 dwelling unit per 5-2 acres)

.5-1 DU/AC (1 dwelling unit per 2-1 acres)

1-2 DU/AC

2-3 DU/AC

3-4 DU/AC

4-5 DU/AC

5-8 DU/AC

8-12 DU/AC

12-16 DU/AC

Office

Industrial

Public Parks: This includes land planned for public 
park and open space use.

Mixed Use:  A mix of related uses such as office, hotel, 
residential and/or retail development within a designated 
area.  Consult the Area Plans for detailed land use 
recommendations.

Fairfax Center Area:  Land Use Summary Charts 
assigning baseline, intermediate and overlay level 
recommendations for all land within Fairfax Center 
are found in the Area III Comprehensive Plan.  
Additional Plan guidance is found in specific Plan 
text recommendations

Residential Planned Community: A planned community 
on a minimum of 750 contiguous acres which includes 
a variety of housing types, employment opportunities 
and commercial services.

20+ DU/AC

16-20 DU/AC

Alternative Uses:  Areas where the adopted Plan 
recommends more than one land use option.  Consult 
the Area Plans for detailed land use recommendations.

CATEGORY INCLUDES SYMBOL
EXISTING/PROPOSED

Library Library

Governmental and 
Public Safety Facility

Police Substation and 
Training Facility
Fire and Rescue 
Station and Training
Facility
Governmental Center
Court-related Facility

Health and Human 
Services Facility

Senior Center
Adult Day Care Facility
Human Development 
Facility
Community Center

(G)

(S)

G

S

 * Due to the limitations of scale, boundary portrayal is
   generalized. Refer to the Area Plans or a larger scale 
   and more detailed presentation.

Mobile Home ParksMH

COMPREHENSIVE
LAND USE PLAN

F CAIRFAX OUNTY

PLANNING SECTOR
DESIGNATION

MIXED-USE CENTER
NAME AND LOCATION

Dulles (Route 28 Corridor)
Suburban Center

Centreville Suburban Center
Fairfax Center Area

Reston Town Center TSA

Flint Hill Suburban Center Vienna
TSA Dunn Loring TSA

Tysons Corner
Urban Center

McLean CBC

West Falls Church TSA

 Seven Corners CBC

Merrifield Suburban Center

Annandale CBC

Ravensworth Industrial Area

Springfield
CBC

Lorton-South Route 1
Suburban Center

I-95 Corridor
Industrial Area

Woodlawn CBC

Franconia-
Springfield

TSA

Kingstowne CBC

South County Center CBC

Hybla Valley/
Gum Springs 

CBC

Beacon/Groveton CBC

Van Dorn TSA HuntingtonTSA
Beltway South Industrial Area

Baileys Crossroads CBC

North Gateway 
and Penn Daw 

CBC

Wiehle-Reston East TSA
Herndon TSA

Innovation Center TSA

Reston
The area described in the 

Reston section of the
Area III Plan is indicated 
here by diagonal hatch

P5

LP3

P2P3

UP5

LP4

F4

P1

BR5

BR3

UP7

UP2

P7

M3

P6

UP3

M6

UP4

V4

M5

UP1

BR6

V6

A7

MV7

LP2

F2

V3

LP1

BR7

BR4

BR2

S6

B5

RH4

MV6

RH7

A6

UP8

BR1

S5

F5

M7 M4

M1

F7
F1

UP6

MV4

V2

S2

V1

A1 B4

S7

S1

S4

M2

J2J4

A10

F3

MV5

MV8

S3

A4

J8

S8

A5

A3

J6

A8

L3

J10

L1

J7

L2

V5

RH2
MV3

A2

MV1
RH3

A9

RH6

J3

RH1

J9

MV2

B2

RH5

S9

J1

J5
B3

P4

B1

F6

AREA III

AREA II

AREA I

AREA IV

PLANNING DISTRICT
NAME

PLANNING AREA
DESIGNATION

Pohick

Bull Run

Upper
Potomac

Fairfax

McLean

Lower
Potomac

Vienna

Annandale

Rose
Hill

Mount
Vernon

Springfield

Jefferson
Baileys

Lincolnia

PLANNING AREAS,
DISTRICTS, 

AND SECTORS

Refer to the Comprehensive Plan 
text for detailed information on 

the boundaries.

BASELINE RECOMMENDATIONS

DNL 60 dBA

15-2

The Comprehensive Plan map indicates the primary land use 
recommendation.  The Area Plans should be consulted in 
conjunction with the Plan map because the Area Plans may 
supply more detailed recommendations than generally illustrated 
on the Plan map, including optional land use recommendations.

Private Open Space: Areas planned to remain 
undeveloped and not otherwise planned for 
Public Parks or Private Recreation.  Boundaries 
are not intended to be precise or comprehensive. 
Consult the Comprehensive Plan text, particularly 
the Environmental Quality Corridor guidance and 
the Environmental section of the Policy Plan, for 
further guidance.

2 Miles

C/U

U

H

Schools
   Elementary
   Intermediate/
       Secondary
   High
   College/University

Public Service and 
Utility Facility

Water Storage
Electric Substation
Storage Yard
Maintenance Facility
Sewer Treatment Plant
Landfill
Water Treatment Plant

Inventory of Historic 
Sites Property

Historic Overlay 
District

Historic Overlay 
District

Inventory of Historic Sites
Property or Properties

(C/U)

(U)

Schools
Elementary
Intermediate/Middle/
    Secondary
High
College/University

I-3
95

I-66

DAA&TR

FAIRFAX
CO

P K W Y

I-49 5

US RT 1
I-9

5

RT
28

RT 7

Enhanced Public
Transportation

Corridors

Key to Base Map

LOCAL ROAD OR STREET

FAIRFAX COUNTY BOUNDARY

BOUNDARY, ALL OTHER JURISDICTIONS

Enhanced Public
Transportation Corridor

High Occupancy Toll 
(HOT) Lane

TRANSPORTATION, continued

INCLUDES SYMBOL
EXISTING/PROPOSED

CATEGORY, continued

LAND USE, continued

TRANSPORTATION

1

MAJOR ROAD

METRORAIL & STATIONM

Criteria for Assignment of Appropriate 
Development Density/Intensity

Incorporated Towns and Cities

For residential development, appropriate density ranges in terms of 
dwelling units per acre are recommended in the Area Plans and are 
shown on the Comprehensive Plan Map.  The process and factors 
used in evaluating the appropriate density level are outlined in the 
“Residential Development Criteria,” contained in Appendix 9 of the 
Land Use section of the Policy Plan.

For non-residential uses, each rezoning application for such non-
residential uses will also be evaluated using pertinent development 
criteria as found in “Non-Residential Development Criteria,” 
Appendix 9 of the Land Use section of the Policy Plan, as a basis 
for such evaluation.

The towns of Clifton, Herndon and Vienna and the City of Fairfax 
have jurisdiction over their own comprehensive planning 
processes.  Planned land use is not shown on the Fairfax County 
Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map.  Certain public facilities, e.g. 
schools and libraries, parks, may be provided by Fairfax County.  
Other public facilities, e.g. sanitary and water, are provided by 
agreement with various jurisdictions and service authorities.  
Selected public facilities features inside the towns of Clifton, 
Herndon, and Vienna and the City of Fairfax are shown 
on this map.

The Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan includes the Policy Plan, 
the four Area Plans, and the Comprehensive Plan map.

The Policy Plan, as adopted by the Board of Supervisors, contains 
objectives, policies, and guidelines to guide planning and 
development review considerations toward implementing County 
goals.  The goals address the future development pattern of Fairfax 
County, and protection of natural and cultural resources for present 
and future generations.

The Area Plans are key elements for implementing the Policy Plan’s 
goals and objectives at the more detailed Planning District and 
Community Planning Sector levels.

The Comprehensive Plan map illustrates planned land uses, 
planned transportation systems and public facilities.  The Policy 
Plan, Area Plans, and Comprehensive Plan map used together 
guide land use, transportation and public facility decision making.

The Plan map indicates the primary land use recommendation.  
The Area Plans should be consulted in conjunction with the Plan 
map because the Area Plans may supply more detailed 
recommendations than generally illustrated on the Plan map, 
including provision for optional land use recommendations.

In the event of a discrepancy between the specific 
recommendations of the Area Plans and the map, the Area Plans 
take precedence.

The Plan map shows the adopted land use recommendation when 
there is no reference in the Area Plans for a specific location.

Transportation and Trails

For additional detail on transportation and trails guidance, refer to 
the Countywide Transportation Plan Map, the Countywide Trails 
Map, and the Comprehensive Plan text.

Retail and Other Commercial Uses

Map available from:
County of Fairfax
Department of Planning & Zoning
Planning Division
12055 Government Center Parkway
Suite 730
Fairfax, Virginia  22035
703-324-1380
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz

Public Facilities, Governmental and Institutional

A Fairfax County,
Virginia Publication

Adopted by the Board of Supervisors June 30, 1975
Amended through June 21, 2016 to include

Plan Amendment Number 2013-32

PDF Location: G:\projects\ocp\pd\Comp_Plan_Wall_Map\Comp_Plan_Map_6-2012_and_after\PDFs of Wall Map\PDF updated to include Amendment 2013-32, adopted June 21, 2016 - 300 ppi sample at 2

Digital format Comprehensive Plan Map adopted by the Board of Supervisors June 19, 2012 as Amendment 2011-12.  GIS Project Location: G:\projects\ocp\pd\Comp_Plan_Wall_Map\Comp_Plan_Map_6-2012_and_after\Wall_Map\Comp_Plan_wall_map_updated_to_current_reworked_to_2013-32

Private Recreation: Privately-owned, recreational 
facilities, which may include golf courses, swim 
clubs, tennis clubs, and country clubs.

Plan polys from SDE - Transportation Component  from FCDOT Layers  G:\pub\ot\TransPlan\Data52316

Construct Arterial on New Location

Proposed Highway Overpass

Rail Transit or Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

     Notes:
     1. Enhanced Public Transportation Corridor - Major public transportation
         facility (such as Metrorail, light rail, bus rapid transit, and high occupancy
         vehicles lanes) will be provided in this corridor based upon the results of a
         comprehensive alternatives analysis.  Final location of component
         facilities (e.g. rail stations, commuter parking lots) are subject to completion
         of the area plans or appropriate studies. (See inset map.)

     2. Right-of-way requirements are shown in the comprehensive plan text.

    3. Final alignment subject to completion of appropriate engineering studies.

    4. All roads without lane designations are subject to safety and geometric
         improvements, as long as such improvements do not result in an increase
         in the number of through traffic lanes and are within existing rights-of-way.
         Should improvements require additional rights-of-way, there would be a
         public information meeting and/or public hearing as required

     5. Road improvements on the Transportation Plan are based on County level
         analysis. Further and more detailed study may be conducted to verify
         designation of number of lanes prior to design of road improvements.

     6. Refer to Area Plan text of the Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan for a
         conceptual enhanced street network (grid of streets) for the following areas:
           a) Tysons Corner Urban Center       d) Reston TSAs
           b) Franconia-Springfield Area          e) Innovation Center TSA
           c) Baileys Crossroads CBC              f) Seven Corners CBC

ProposedExisting

Construct Collector or Local Street on 
New Location as Development Occurs
(Cross sections to be finalized during process
of reviewing plans for proposed development)

High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Lanes

Full Interchange Improvement
(Study Required)

Partial Interchange Improvement

Proposed Highway Underpass

OTHER PLAN INFORMATION OTHER PLAN INFORMATION, continued

Plan Map and Area Plans 
Relationship

Map originally prepared June 2012 by 
the Department of Planning & Zoning,
subsequently updated as noted above.

Mixed-Use Center and Industrial Area Boundaries:  
Mixed-Use Centers and Industrial Areas are depicted on 
the Concept for Future Development.  Mixed-Use Centers 
include Tysons Corner Urban Center, Suburban Centers, 
Transit Station Areas, and Community Business Centers.  
Detailed Plan recommendations for these areas can be 
found in the Area Plans.*

Redevelopment Area Boundary:  The Redevelopment 
& Housing Authority is authorized to carry out a Board 
approved plan for redevelopment in this area.

Conservation Area Boundary:  The Redevelopment & 
Housing Authority is authorized to carry out a Board 
approved plan for conservation, development and/or 
redevelopment in this area.

Airport Noise Contour:  Policies for planning within the 
Washington Dulles International Airport noise impacted 
areas appear in the Area III Plan Overview, under the 
heading “Land Use Planning within the Dulles Airport 
Noise Impact Area.”  Additional policies for noise 
compatible land use appear in the Environment section 
of the Policy Plan and the Area Plans.

Allowable Building Height Boundary:  Specific policies 
apply to the height of structures within this boundary as 
described in the Area III Plan Overview, under the 
heading “Allowable Height of Structures in the Vicinity 
of Dulles Airport.”

City and Town Boundary

Planning Area Boundary

Commuter Rail Station

4
Widen or Improve Arterial Roadway
(Number Indicates Proposed Number of Lanes
Including HOV or HOT Lanes)

Widen or Improve Collector or Local Street
(Number Indicates Proposed Number of Lanes)

4

RAILROAD & STATION

Metrorail StationM

Commuter Parking Lot

Transit Transfer Station (No Parking)

Rail Station

4

Proposed Cul-de-Sac

High Occupancy Toll (HOT) Lanes
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The Comprehensive Plan guides land use-related decision-making 

about the environment by the county’s Board of Supervisors, Planning 

Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals . It is also a guide for county staff 

and the public about development and redevelopment in the county .

The Plan consists of the Policy Plan, four Area Plans, the Land Use 

Plan map, the Countywide Trails Plan map, the Bicycle Plan map 

and the Transportation Plan map . The Policy Plan provides broad, 

countywide policy guidance, while the Area Plans provide more specific 

recommendations for smaller geographic areas, often specific to individual 

parcels of land . Development proposals requiring zoning approval are 

evaluated in regard to how they would implement or otherwise support 

both Policy Plan and Area Plan guidance .

The Policy Plan contains goals, objectives, and policies relating to 11 

functional elements:

❚  Land Use . 

❚  Transportation . 

❚  Housing . 

❚  Economic Development . 

❚  The Environment . 

❚  Heritage Resources . 

❚  Public Facilities . 

❚  Human Services . 

❚  Parks and Recreation . 

❚  Revitalization . 

❚  Visual and Performing Arts .  

The plan provides objectives, policies and guidelines for future 

development in Fairfax County, while protecting natural and cultural 

resources . The policies and objectives in the Environment section 

address environmental resources, conservation, pollution, hazards and 

coordination as well as green building practices .

More information about the county’s growth and land use policies is 

presented in Section 3 .2 of this report .

See www .fairfaxcounty .gov/dpz/comprehensiveplan/ .
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2 .2 .6  Tree Action Plan
The Tree Action Plan, adopted in December 2006, is a 20-year strategy 

document to preserve and restore tree cover in Fairfax County . Members 

of the Fairfax County Tree Commission, county staff, residents and builders 

worked together to develop goals and recommendations . The goals 

include:

❚  A commitment to the preservation of current tree assets .

❚   Enhancement of the legacy for future generations by increasing the 

quantity and quality of trees and wooded areas .

❚   More effective integration of urban forestry with planning and policy 

making .  

The Plan includes 12 core recommendations through which trees are 

accorded a high priority and are integrated into urban planning with 

related goals, strategies and tactics .  

After completing the plan, the Board of Supervisors adopted a 30-year 

tree canopy goal to increase the county’s tree cover to 45 percent by the 

year 2037 .  A study of urban tree canopy in 2012 using high resolution 

satellite imagery showed that 53 percent of the county is now covered by 

tree canopy . For information about implementation of the Tree Action Plan, 

please see Section 3 .6 .

More information about the Tree Action Plan is available at   

www .fairfaxcounty .gov/dpwes/environmental/tap .htm .

2 .2 .7  Solid Waste Management Plan
The Solid Waste Management Program (SWMP) is responsible for the 

management and long-range planning for refuse and recycling within 

the county . Program elements are summarized within the county’s Solid 

Waste Management Plan . Program operations, as included in the plan, are 

identified in Section 2 .4 .1 of this report and are described in more detail in 

Section 3 .7 .

The county’s Solid Waste Management Plan, including the 2015-2035 

Update submitted to the Department of Environmental Quality in March 

2015, is available at www .fairfaxcounty .gov/dpwes/swmp/ . The Solid 

Waste Management Program is a part of the county’s Department of Public 

Works and Environmental Services .
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2 .2 .8  Sustainable Development Policy for Capital Projects  
Fairfax County supports green building in its own capital projects as well 

as private sector development . The Sustainable Development Policy for 

Capital Projects addresses Fairfax County facilities . The Environment 

section of the Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan covers the private 

sector .

County projects greater than 10,000 square feet in size must have a 

goal of achieving Silver certification in the Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design, or LEED®, rating system; smaller facilities are 

recommended for LEED certification .

The Sustainable Development Policy for Capital Projects is available at 

www .fairfaxcounty .gov/dpwes/construction/sdpolicy .pdf . More information 

about the county’s green building policies and efforts is presented in 

Sections 3 .2 .4 and 4 .2 of this report .

2 .2 .9  Fairfax County Park Authority Policy
The Fairfax County Park Authority mission is: “To set aside public spaces 

for and assist citizens in the protection and enhancement of environmental 

values, diversity of natural habitats and cultural heritage to guarantee that 

these resources will be available to both present and future generations .  

To create and sustain quality facilities and services which offer citizens 

opportunities for recreation, improvement of their physical and mental 

wellbeing, and enhancement of their quality of life .” 

Fairfax County Park Authority, Five Year Strategic Plan, available at  

http://www .fairfaxcounty .gov/parks/plandev/downloads/strategic-plan-

fy14-18-final .pdf .

Bluebells at Riverbend Park
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The Fairfax County Park Authority manages over 23,000 acres, 425 parks, 

five nature centers and a horticultural center, more than 300 miles of trails, 

over 650 public garden plots, 220 playgrounds, 779 athletic fields and one 

of only four state natural area preserves in Northern Virginia .

The Fairfax County Park Authority Board, appointed by the Board 

of Supervisors, works collaboratively with constituents, partners, 

stakeholders and government leaders to champion the preservation 

and management of natural and cultural resources and facilitate the 

development of park and recreation programs and facilities . To guide park 

planning and programs, numerous policies and plans have been adopted:

❚   Fairfax County Comprehensive Plan – Parks and Recreation - Provides 

guidance and goals for park planning and land use decisions affecting 

the conservation of natural and cultural resources, protection of 

environmental quality and provision of parks and park facilities to meet 

countywide needs . www .fairfaxcounty .gov/dpz/comprehensiveplan/

policyplan/parksrec .pdf 

❚   Fairfax County Park Authority Policy Manual – This manual guides Park 

Authority Board and staff decision making in accordance with the Park 

Authority mission, objectives and associated laws . www .fairfaxcounty .

gov/parks/parkpolicy/

❚   Great Parks, Great Communities 2010-2020 Comprehensive Park 

System Plan – This document offers a long-range plan for the place- 

based, physical aspects of the park system, its land, its natural and 

cultural resources and its facilities . www .fairfaxcounty .gov/parks/

plandev/greatparks/ 

❚   Natural Resource Management Plan – This plan coordinates agency-

wide efforts to achieve the natural resource preservation mission of the 

Fairfax County Park Authority and implement agency Policy 201 - Natural 

Resources . www .fairfaxcounty .gov/parks/nrmp .htm

❚   Cultural Resource Management Plan – This plan provides the tools, 

policies and practices to best manage and protect cultural resources, 

both on parkland and countywide . www .fairfaxcounty .gov/parks/gmp/

crmpfinal .pdf 

❚   Park Master Plans – These plans serve as general guides for appropriate 

park uses and facilities and their approximate locations within a specific 

park site .  They guide future park development and programming .  

www .fairfaxcounty .gov/parks/plandev/mparchives .htm
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2 .3  Ordinances Adopted By the Board of Supervisors

Fairfax County’s regulations support, complement and implement the 

county’s environmental policies and state and federal mandates . They 

are the “shall” requirements that accompany the “should” policies . Both 

are critical to the success of the county’s comprehensive environmental 

program .

The Fairfax County Code contains all county-adopted ordinances and 

associated requirements . These ordinances are not static but are reviewed 

and updated as needed . The current set of county ordinances is available 

at https://www .municode .com/library/va/fairfax_county . Environmental 

ordinances and other ordinances with key environmental provisions 

include:

❚   Chapter 62, Fire Protection .

❚   Chapter 67 .1, Sanitary Sewers and Sewage Disposal .

❚   Chapter 68  .1, Individual Sewage Disposal Facilities .

❚   Chapter 70 .1, Private Water Well Ordinance .

❚   Chapter 101, Subdivision Provisions (including, by reference, the Public 

Facilities Manual) .

❚   Chapter 103, Air Pollution Control .

❚   Chapter 104, Erosion and Sedimentation Control .

❚   Chapter 107, Problem Soils .

❚   Chapter 108, Noise .

❚   Chapter 109 .1, Solid Waste Management .

❚   Chapter 112, Zoning Ordinance (including Floodplain Regulations, the 

Airport Noise Impact Overlay District and the Water Supply Protection 

Overlay District) .

❚   Chapter 113, Water Use, Emergency Regulations .

❚   Chapter 114, Agricultural and Forestal Districts of Statewide Significance . 

❚   Chapter 115, Local Agricultural and Forestal Districts .

❚   Chapter 116, Wetlands Zoning Ordinance .

❚   Chapter 118, Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance .

❚   Chapter 120, Heritage, Specimen, Memorial and Street Tree Ordinance .

❚   Chapter 122, Tree Conservation Ordinance .

❚   Chapter 123, Coastal Primary Sand Dune Ordinance .

❚   Chapter 124, Stormwater Management Ordinance .
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Other ordinances also have environmental provisions that are secondary 

to other purposes . 

2 .4  Funding Mechanisms

2 .4 .1  Funds Used for Environmental Efforts
Fairfax County supports environmental initiatives through several county 

agencies and funds . Each year, the General Fund supports priority projects 

through a rigorous project selection process in support of the Environmental 

Agenda . Recent funding has been included for projects such as: lighting 

retrofits and upgrades at Fairfax County Park Authority facilities for energy 

efficiency and conservation; the installation of Variable Frequency Drives 

at RECenter pools; support for the Park Authority’s Invasive Plant Removal 

Program; Energy Education and Outreach initiatives; the Green Purchasing 

Program; the installation of waterSMART web-based irrigation controllers 

at park facilities with irrigation systems; a watershed protection and energy 

conservation matching grant program; a protected bike lane demonstration 

project; and other strategic environmental initiatives . General Fund support 

is provided as available on an annual basis .

The General Fund also supports two nonprofit environmental agencies 

through a contributory fund . For several years, Fairfax County has 

contributed to Earth Sangha, an environmental nonprofit organization 

which provides numerous volunteer opportunities involving environmental 

work . Fairfax ReLeaf is another nonprofit organization of volunteers that 

plants and preserves trees and restores forest cover on public and common 

lands in Northern Virginia .

Several important environmental program areas are supported through 

funding sources outside of the General Fund .

The Wastewater Management Program keeps track of requirements relating 

to the Chesapeake Bay Program as these requirements relate to amounts 

of nutrient pollutants allowed to be discharged from wastewater treatment 

facilities . A phased approach was taken to renovate and upgrade plant 

facilities to accommodate more stringent nutrient discharge requirements . 

The plant is in full compliance with the new requirements .  The Wastewater 

Management Program is primarily supported by sewer service charges, 

connection charges and availability fees; these funds are used to fully 

recover program operation and maintenance costs, debt service payments 

and capital project requirements attributable to improving wastewater 

treatment effluent quality as mandated by state and federal agencies .
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The Solid Waste Management Program is responsible for ensuring that the 

county has adequate, environmentally-responsible resources to manage 

refuse and recycling . Operations include: a county-owned and operated 

refuse transfer station; a privately-owned and operated Energy/ Resource 

Recovery Facility; two closed municipal solid waste landfills; a regional 

ash fill operated by the county; two recycling and disposal facilities that 

include the collection of household hazardous waste and e-waste; eight 

drop-off sites for recyclable materials; and equipment and facilities for 

refuse collection, disposal and recycling operations for approximately 

44,000 residents in sanitary districts . The Solid Waste Program includes 

the following funds: Leaf Collection; Refuse Collection and Recycling 

Operations; Refuse Disposal; Energy/Resource Recovery Facility; and I-95 

Refuse Disposal . These funds are all supported by special revenue fees 

and charges .

The Stormwater Services fund is also essential in supporting environmental 

mandates such as those aimed at protecting the Chesapeake Bay and 

the water quality of local waterways . This fund is supported by a special 

service district fee currently based on 2 .75 cents per $100 of assessed 

real estate value . This fund is used to improve, operate and maintain the 

county’s stormwater system, meet state and federal regulatory and water 

quality standards and meet dam safety requirements . The stormwater fee 

also supports contributions to both the Northern Virginia Soil and Water 

Conservation District (NVSWCD) and the Occoquan Watershed Monitoring 

Program (OWMP) . The NVSWCD is an independent subdivision of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia that provides leadership in the conservation and 

protection of Fairfax County’s soil and water resources . The OWMP and the 

Occoquan Watershed Monitoring Laboratory were established to ensure 

that water quality is monitored and protected in the Occoquan Watershed .

2 .4 .2  Environmental Improvement Program
The Environmental Improvement Program (EIP) was first developed in 

2005 by the county’s Environmental Coordinating Committee (ECC) 

in response to direction by the board following the adoption of its 

Environmental Agenda on June 21, 2004 . Until recently, the EIP was 

largely a compilation of projects, initiatives and actions that the county had 

taken, was in the process of taking or could take to support board-adopted 

environmental and energy policies and goals .

The EIP was updated annually through a coordinated and collaborative 

process . Please see www .fairfaxcounty .gov/living/environment/eip/ for 

further information regarding past EIPs .
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In consultation with the Board of Supervisors and the county’s 

Environmental Quality Advisory Council, staff revised the EIP in 2012 to 

include a more formal project selection and prioritization process to better 

support the board-adopted Environmental Agenda .

In this revised process, EIP project proposals are evaluated and prioritized 

annually . Projects identified through this process are forwarded to the 

county executive for consideration for inclusion in the advertised budget . A 

description of the EIP project selection process and additional information 

about EIP projects are provided in Section 5 .3 of this report . 
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