
 

Dear Mason District Neighbor: 

 Welcome to our 12th Spring newsletter, and my 12th county 
budget cycle.  The Fiscal Year 2008 county budget was presented to the 
Board of Supervisors by County Executive Anthony H. Griffin on 
February 26. During the next two months, the Board will examine the 
proposed budget, make changes, and finalize the budget for adoption on 
April 30.  Unlike the federal government, Fairfax County may not run a 
deficit.  By law, Fairfax County’s budget must balance each and every 
year. 
 
 The proposed budget maintains the real estate tax rate at 89 
cents, the historic low that was adopted by the Board last year, while 
maintaining essential services.  As predicted, a cooling real estate market means that many 
homeowners will see a slight decrease in their assessments. The budget will be available on-line 
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov, and copies of the budget will be available to review at all Fairfax 
County Public Library branches and my office. 
 

The Mason District Spring Town Meeting about the budget, featuring County Executive 
Anthony H. Griffin and Chief Financial Officer Edward Long, will be held on Wednesday, March 
21, at 7 p.m. at the Belvedere Elementary School Cafeteria, 6540 Columbia Pike in Falls 
Church.  The Board’s public hearings about the budget will begin on the evening of Monday, 
April 9, and continue on the evenings of April 10 and 11.  You may register to speak at the public 
hearing by calling the Clerk to the Board’s Office at 703-324-3151, or TTY 703-324-2391; or you 
may sign up to testify on-line by e-mail at clerktothebos@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

 
Do you remember the airfield where Skyline is now?  Maybe your memories date  to a 

time when a tinker’s horse-drawn wagon plied Edsall Road.  Perhaps you are an original owner 
of a house in a 1950s subdivision.  A Mason District history project, to capture those memories 
and more, will be the focus of a presentation at the Clark House on Sunday, April 1, at 2 p.m.  
Mason District residents are invited to submit written reminiscences of our area for inclusion in 
an ongoing project by History Commissioner Naomi Zeavin.  Photos are welcome too.  You may 
submit your information to my office at the address listed above, or use our e-mail address. 

 
Speaking of history, special good wishes are due Central Fairfax Services, Inc., one of 

Mason District’s hardest working non-profit organizations.  For 35 years, CFS has provided day 
support for adults with severe mental retardation and multiple disabilities, serving more than 200 
of our most vulnerable citizens.  Find out more about CFS at www.CentralFairfaxServ.org. 

 
It is a privilege to represent Mason District on the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. 

Please do not hesitate to contact my office about any county-related matter of importance to 
you. 

M a s o n  M a t t e r s !
Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross
MASON GOVERNMENTAL CENTER, 6507 COLUMBIA PIKE, ANNANDALE, VA 22003
PHONE: 703/256-7717 FAX: 703/354-8419 E-MAIL: mason@fairfaxcounty.gov
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SPRING 2007 

A Message From Supervisor Gross 

mailto:clerktothebos@fairfaxcounty.gov


Mason Matters! SPRING 2007 

Fairfax County Police Department 
Adds Convenience to Reporting 

Non-Violent Crimes 
 

Fairfax County residents who are victims or witnesses of 
certain misdemeanor crimes can file police reports by tele-
phone or on-line.  The Citizen Reporting System (CRS) 
operates seven days a week and includes evening hours.  
The police department recently introduced some enhance-
ments to the existing system to improve accessibility.  The 
system was centralized at police headquarters, and officers 
are assigned to the system full time. 
 
The following criteria must be present to use the CRS sys-
tem: 1) the crime or incident must have occurred within 
Fairfax County; 2) the identity of the suspect must not be 
known, or the citizen must not want to pursue criminal 
prosecution; 3) the report is being made for informational 
and/or insurance purposes only and the citizen under-
stands and agrees that the police department will take no 
further action; and 4) the suspect information is so general 
in nature that it provides no real investigative leads (i.e., 
blue van or white man). 
 
Information obtained by CRS officers assists the police 
department in preventing crimes by allowing officers to 
analyze trends, locations, and times of incidents.  The re-
port also may assist in the identification and return of stolen 
property recovered as a result of other investigations.  For 
more information about CRS, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
police. 

(L-R) Marlene Blum, Chairman of Health Care Advisory Board; 
Linda Wimpey, Chairman of the Community Council on Home-
lessness, and Bud Pope, Development Specialist at the Bailey’s 
Crossroads Community Shelter in Mason, present Supervisor 
Gross (center) with a commendation for her work to end home-
lessness in Fairfax County. 

      Land Use News 

 
 

Within the past year, major redevelopment plans were 
proposed for Mason District’s commercial revitalization 
areas in Annandale and Bailey’s Crossroads.  The pro-
posals consist of mixed-use developments that will in-
clude residential, retail, office, and park space.  Mixed-use 
developments are designed to enhance the vibrancy of 
the area by creating a more active street life, improving 
walkability, creating more public space, and attracting new 
retail, employment, and entertainment opportunities. 
 
In the coming months and years, rezoning applications for 
those properties will be submitted, and reviewed by their 
respective revitalization committees, the Mason District 
Land Use Committee, the Planning Commission, and the 
Board of Supervisors.  Rezoning applications are antici-
pated for the Westlawn Shopping Center, K-Mart Plaza in 
Annandale, and various large commercial areas in Bai-
ley’s Crossroads. 
 
To guide the proposed developments for Bailey’s Cross-
roads and Annandale, the nation’s premiere land-use 
think-tank, the Urban Land Institute (ULI), was contracted 
by the Fairfax County Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development to form an advisory panel that would 
make suggestions regarding transportation, urban design, 
housing, and financing.  A preliminary report can be 
viewed on the Bailey’s Crossroads revitalization Web site 
at http://www.fcrevit.org/baileys/main.htm.  ULI will begin 
its study of the Annandale revitalization district this sum-
mer.  For more information about the proposed redevelop-
ments for Annandale and Bailey’s Crossroads, ULI’s stud-
ies, or other land-use issues within Mason District, you 
may contact my office at 703-256-7717 and ask to speak 
with the Land-Use Aide. 
 
Information about rezoning applications, and any other 
land-use cases within Mason District, can be obtained on-
line through the Land Development Systems Web page at 
http://ldsnet.fairfaxcounty.gov/ldsnet.  (Click on “Map of 
Land Use Activity by Magisterial District” or “Map of Land 
Use Activity by Address” and enter the relevant informa-
tion.) 
 
Transportation improvements also are being considered.  
The Fairfax County Department of Transportation is ana-
lyzing the proposed Columbia Pike Transit Initiative to 
install a light-rail system along the Columbia Pike corridor 
connecting Bailey’s Crossroads with the Pentagon area.  
For detailed information about the light-rail proposal, visit 
www.piketransit.com. 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police


Mason Matters! SPRING 2007 
(L-R) Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors 
Chairman Gerry Con-
nolly, Mason District 
Supervisor Penny 
Gross, and Fairfax 
County Park Authority 
Board Member Frank 
Vajda are joined by  
Mason District residents 
at the ribbon cutting of 
the new synthetic turf 
field at Mason District 
Park.  

Photograph courtesy 
of Fairfax County 

Park Authority 

Coming Attractions 
The Friends of the George Mason Regional Library will host its popular, semi-annual book sale on April 26, 5 - 9 
p.m.; April 27, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; April 28, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and April 29, 12 - 4 p.m.  The book sale will be at the 

     library, 7001 Little River Turnpike in Annandale. 
 

The Bailey’s Crossroads Community Shelter, 3525 Moncure Avenue, will host its Annual Open House on April 29, 
3 - 6 p.m.  Learn about homeless programs; enjoy performances by community groups, win a door prize. 

 
The 25th Annual Celebrate Fairfax, our county’s largest festival, will be held June 8 - 10 at the Fairfax County Gov-
ernment Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway in Fairfax.  Enjoy concerts, a Frisbee dog show, a laser  

     show, fireworks, and more.  Free parking and shuttle buses are available for easy access.  For more information,  
     call 703-324-3247, or visit www.celebratefairfax.org. 
 

The 28th Annual Mason District Park Festival will be held on Saturday, September 29, from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the 
park, 6621 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  Enjoy a fun-filled day, with children’s rides, live entertainment, and lots of 

     food!  Rain date is Sunday, September 30, same hours.  For more information, call 703-256-7717. 
 

The Annandale Fall Festival Parade will be held on Saturday, October 27, from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.  For more infor-
mation, or to participate in the parade, contact the Annandale Chamber of Commerce at 703-256-7232. 

 
Fire Prevention Week will be observed from October 7-13.  Fire Stations throughout Mason District will host a Fire 
Prevention Open House on Saturday, October 13, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m..  For more information, call 703-246-3801. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight by Starlight 
Summer Concert Schedule 

Spotlight by Starlight is a free summer concert series presented 
by the Friends of Mason District Park.  All performances are at the 
amphitheatre on Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday beginning at 
7:30 pm.  Performances for children on Saturday (not listed below) 
begin at 10 a.m.  Shows are cancelled in the event of rain. 

JUNE 
  1 - Sior-Og (Irish)   17 - Virginia Opera (Opera) 
  3 - City of Fairfax “Concert Band” 20 - Brooks Tegler Band (Jazz) 
  6 - La Salle Dance Orchestra (Jazz) 22 - Pablo Antonio y La Firma 
  8 - The Ninh Nguyen Family              (Latin) 
          (Vietnamese)   24 - National Concert Band 
10 - Shelley Oliver Tap Dancers             (Big Band) 
13 - The United States Navy Band        27 - Ron Holloway (Blues) 
          “Sea Chanters” (Choral)  29 - Flamenco Ole! (Flamenco 
15 - FiddleKicks (Clogging)                Dance and Music)            
                                         JULY 
  1 - Washington Balalaika Orchestra 20 - Russikye Musikanti 
           (Russian)              (Russian)  
  6 - City of Fairfax “Alte Kameraden 22 - The Fairfax Symphony 
           German” Band (German)                  Orchestra “Summer 
  8 - NVCC Annandale Brass             Band” (Classic) 
            (Summer Pops)  25 - The United States Army 
11 - Deanna Bogart (Roots/Blues)            Blues Jazz Ensemble 
13 - Williams and Clark Expedition 27 - Mariachi Los Amigos 
            (Bluegrass)   29 - The Fairfax Symphony 
15 - Hexagon (Satirical Revue)              Orchestra “Summer     
18 - SingCo Rhythm Orchestra (Jazz)                     Band” (Classic) 

AUGUST 
  1 - Razz’m Jazz’m (Jazz)  19 - Calico Cloggers (Clogging) 
  3 - Voloshky Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 22 - Bobby Parkers Blues 
  5 - Capital Steps (Satirical Revue) 24 - The Back Roads Band 
  8 - Little Bit of Blues (Blues)  26 - Fulton Theater ‘Noodle 
10 - Jennifer Cutting’s Ocean Orchestra             Doodle Box’ (Theater) 
          (Irish Celtic)   29 - Dixieland District (Jazz) 
12 - Tonic and Gin A Cappella  31 - Hula Monsters (Hawaiian)         
15 - Capital Focus Jazz Band   
17 - Jinny Marsh’s Hot Kugel Klezmer         
          Band! (Klezmer)          Programs may be subject to change. 

Fairfax Courts Need Special  
Advocates for Children 

 
The Fairfax Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) for 
abused and neglected children is seeking new volunteers, espe-
cially from men, minority groups, and people with multiple lan-
guage abilities.  CASA volunteers are trained citizens who are 
appointed by a judge to represent the interests of a child in court 
by serving as an extra pair of eyes and ears for the Court and as 
a voice for the child. 
 
Fairfax CASA is the largest in Virginia and in the region.  Last 
year, 219 Fairfax CASA volunteers gave thousands of hours to 
advocate for 555 abused children in Fairfax County.  The wait-
ing list of children referred by the Court to CASA was reduced, 
but more volunteers are needed.  If you would like to volunteer, 
or would like a representative to speak to your local organiza-
tion, contact Neil Schlussel or Meloni Hinnant at 703-698-0273.  
No prior experience is required and all training will be provided. 



SUPERVISOR PENELOPE A. “PENNY” GROSS 
MASON DISTRICT GOVERNMENTAL CENTER 
6507 COLUMBIA PIKE 
ANNANDALE, VA  22003 
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Mason District’s Spring Town Meeting 
Wednesday, March 21 at 7 p.m. 

Belvedere Elementary School Cafeteria 
6540 Columbia Pike, Falls Church 

Join your neighbors and friends to talk about the proposed FY2008 Fairfax County 
Budget.  Joining Supervisor Gross as guest panelists are County Executive 

Anthony Griffin and Chief Financial Officer Edward Long, who will answer questions 
after their presentations. 
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Community Notes 
 

 AARP volunteers will provide free tax help to residents, until April 16, at the Mason 
District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale.  Walk-in service is available 
on Mondays and Thursdays: 1- 8 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 1 
p.m.; and Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 12 noon.  All returns are filed electronically.  Remember to 
bring with you: last year’s tax return, a photo ID, and your Social Security Card.  For more 
information about AARP Tax-Aide, visit www.aarp.org/taxaide, or call 1-888-227-7669. 
 
 The Bailey’s Crossroads Volunteer Fire Department and the Annandale Volunteer Fire 

Department are recruiting volunteers to serve as emergency medical technicians, volunteer 
firefighters, and administrative assistants.  All necessary training and equipment will be 
provided.  Call 703-820-1650 if you are interesting in serving at the Bailey’s Crossroads 
location, or 703-425-1272 if you are interested in serving at the Annandale location. 
 
 This spring, consider leading a cleanup site as part of the Alice Ferguson Foundation’s 

19th Annual Potomac River Watershed Cleanup on Saturday, March 31 or Sunday April 1 
from 9 a.m. - 12 noon.  You will join thousands of volunteers region-wide as we “kick out the 
trash” from our waterways.  For information about existing cleanup sites to join, or find a 
nearby spot in your neighborhood, visit www.potomaccleanup.org. 


