
 

Dear Mason District Neighbor: 

 Welcome to the Fall 2009 edition of Mason Matters!  I hope that 
you will find this twice-a-year print newsletter full of helpful information.  
My office also publishes a monthly e-newsletter, different from the print 
version.  If you also would like to receive the monthly Mason Matters!    
E-newsletter, please send your email address to 
mason@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
 
 Autumn is a busy time in Mason District and Fairfax County.  As 
students return to school, health department preparations for a potential 
H1N1 influenza pandemic have kicked into high gear.  Schools, fire and 
rescue, hospitals, and health care workers are ready to respond to what may be enormous 
demands on the health care system.  As they implement their plans, residents can help protect 
themselves and their families.  Wash your hands, cover your cough, and stay home when sick 
all are practices we learned as children from our parents, and they are just as valid today.  Log 
on to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd, or www.flu.gov, for more tips about community preparedness 
for pandemic flu. 
 
 County budget discussions for the Fiscal Year 2011 budget also are getting underway.  
Last year’s community dialogues were very useful in gauging the interests of diverse parts of our 
county, and a similar template will be used this year.  The most convenient meetings for Mason 
District residents are Thursday, October 29, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Woodson High School 
Cafeteria on Main Street in Fairfax, or Saturday, November 14, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the 
George Mason Regional Library in Annandale.  Log on to the county Web site, 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov, for registration information and other locations and times.  The 
community dialogues are open to the public, but you must register for the session you wish to 
attend. 
 
 Mason District’s Fall Town Meeting also will focus on preparations for the FY2011 
budget, although it is not a community dialogue format and no registration is necessary.  Please 
plan to attend the town meeting on Thursday, October 15, from 7 until 9 p.m. at Green Spring 
Gardens Horticulture Center, 4603 Green Spring Road in Alexandria.  Please use the park 
entrance on Braddock Road across from the Pinecrest Golf Course.  I look forward to seeing 
you there. 
 
 It is a privilege to represent Mason District on the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors.  
Please do not hesitate to contact my office about any county-related matter of importance to 
you. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
P.S. The 14th Annual Mason District Holiday Town Gathering will be held on Wednesday, 
December 2, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Mason District Governmental Center.  I hope you and your 
family will join me for music and refreshments to usher in the winter holiday season. 
 

M a s o n  M a t t e r s !
Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross
MASON GOVERNMENTAL CENTER, 6507 COLUMBIA PIKE, ANNANDALE, VA 22003
PHONE: 703/256-7717 FAX: 703/354-8419 E-MAIL: mason@fairfaxcounty.gov
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Land Use News 
 
Mason District Area Plan Review Task Force - Every five 
years, the Fairfax County Department of Planning and Zon-
ing conducts an Area Plan Review (APR) for each of the 
county’s nine magisterial districts. The review process pro-
vides an opportunity for communities to suggest ways to 
improve the use of selected sites.  Each magisterial district 
will convene a community task force to review the nomina-
tions and incorporate, where appropriate, suggestions of-
fered by communities into the Fairfax County Comprehen-
sive Plan.  The task force will conduct meetings from Janu-
ary to March 2010 where each nomination will be dis-
cussed at a public hearing.  Nominations will then be for-
warded to the Planning Commission and Board of Supervi-
sors for final review.  Nominations that meet the criteria 
of the Department of Planning and Zoning, the Planning 
Commission, and the Board of Supervisors will become 
amendments to the Comprehensive Plan.  Please contact 
the Office of Supervisor Penny Gross, 703-256-7717, if you 
are interested in being appointed to the Mason District Area 
Plan Review Task Force.  APR information is available at 
the Planning Commission Office by calling 703-324-2865, 
or on-line at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning.  Copies of the 
APR Guide are available in Supervisor Gross’ office, 6507 
Columbia Pike in Annandale. 
 
Changes Planned for Bailey’s Crossroads - Projects in 
various stages of planning include Columbia Crossroads 
on Columbia Pike, across from the Bailey’s Crossroads 
Shopping Center, and the Crossroads Place Shopping 
Center.  The Columbia Crossroads project will include 
mixed-use space for retail and residential in an urban set-
ting, resembling Clarendon.  The first change in the area is 
the newly installed traffic signal on Columbia Pike, west of 
the Route 7 overpass, to better control access to the exist-
ing shopping center.  The Bailey’s Crossroads Revitaliza-
tion Corporation (BCRC) requested the traffic signal more 
than two years ago; it was installed in July, and became 
operational in September.  A PNC Bank is under construc-
tion in the front parking lot of the Crossroads Place Shop-
ping Center.  An additional planning study by Fairfax 
County is underway for the area; public meetings will be 
announced soon.  The Office of Community Revitalization 
and Reinvestment is working with BCRC and Supervisor 
Gross to guide the decision-making process.  Additional 
information is available by calling 703-324-9300 or on-line 
at www.fcrevit.org. 
 
Revitalization Continues in Annandale - The Annandale 
Central Business District Planning Committee announces 
two future projects in downtown Annandale that will incor-
porate streetscape amenities.  The Hess station on Little 
River Turnpike and John Marr Drive is planning a make-
over that includes asphalt removal and increased landscap-
ing.  The Sunoco station on Little River Turnpike and Back-
lick Road will be replaced by a branch of TD Bank.  Street-
scape improvements also are scheduled for next year 
along Columbia Pike near the fire station. 

Absentee Voting for the General 
Election on November 3 

 
In-person absentee voting at the Office of Elections, lo-
cated at the Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 
Government Center Parkway, Suite 323 in Fairfax, will be 
held Monday - Friday, September 18 to October 13 from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m.  Office closed Monday, October 12 in obser-
vance of Columbus Day.  Extended hours begin on Octo-
ber 14 - 31, Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., and on 
Saturdays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on October 3, 10, 17, 24, and 
31.  Note: October 31 is the last day to vote absentee 
in-person.  
 
From October 14 - 31, registered voters also may vote ab-
sentee in-person at one of the seven satellite locations.  In-
person absentee voting at the Mason District Governmen-
tal Center is open weekdays from 3 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and 
on Saturdays (October 17, 24, 31), 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Bring 
a current and valid form of identification. 
 
Applications for absentee ballots may be requested by call-
ing the Registrar’s Office at 703-222-0776, or printed from 
the Web at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/eb/absentee.htm.  When 
the ballot application is printed, completed, and signed, it 
may be mailed to the Office of Elections, 12000 Govern-
ment Center Parkway, Suite 323, Fairfax, VA 22035-0081; 
or faxed to 703-324-3725; or scanned and sent as an e-
mail attachment to voting@fairfaxcounty.gov.  The dead-
line to apply for an absentee ballot by mail, fax, or on-
line, is October 27 at 5 p.m.  Completed ballots must be 
received in the Electoral Board Office before 7 p.m. on 
Election Day. 
 
First-time voters are urged to contact the Fairfax County 
Office of Elections for instructions.  The deadline to regis-
ter to vote is October 5.  Information is available on-line 
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/eb/absentee.htm.   

Board Vice Chairman Penny Gross accepts a $1.5 million check 
from Virginia Governor Tim Kaine at the formal announcement 
that SAIC, a global defense contracting company, will move its 
headquarters from San Diego to Tysons Corner.  The Governor’s 
Opportunity Fund contribution will help pay for road and infra-
structure improvements to accommodate SAIC’s move.  The 
same day, Forbes.com announced that Virginia was selected the 
“best state for business” for the fourth year in a row. 

Photo courtesy of SAIC 
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MODIP May Yield Cost 
Savings in Car Insurance  
 
 

The Fairfax County Police Department, in collaboration with 
Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross, will offer a Mature 
Operators Driver Improvement Program (MODIP) at the 
Mason District Governmental Center, Large Conference 
Room, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale, on Saturday, 
November 7, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  The MODIP course is a 
six-hour class offered to residents age 55 and older with a 
valid drivers license, and provides an excellent review of the 
safe driving practices important to our suburban and metro-
politan area.  Upon completion of the course, participants 
will be mailed a certificate, which can be used to obtain a 
reduction in car premium insurance for a three year period.    
The discount applies specifically to the primary vehicle the 
MODIP participant drives.  Other specific information about 
premium reduction may be obtained from individual insur-
ance carriers. 
 
The MODIP course is free, but space is limited.  Please call 
Linda Bufano in the Office of Supervisor Gross at 703-256-
7717 by November 2 to reserve your place.  Participants 
are asked to bring lunch or visit nearby food establish-
ments. 

Coming Attractions 
The Friends of the George Mason Regional Library will host its popular semi-annual book sale on October 22, 5 - 9 
p.m. (Library closes at 6 p.m.); October 23, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; October 24, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and October 25, 12 - 5   

     p.m. (Library opens at 1 p.m.)  Audio books, music, and videos also will be available.  The book sale will be at the 
     library, 7001 Little River Turnpike in Annandale.  For more information, call the 703-256-3800. 
 

The Annandale Fall Festival Parade will be held on Saturday, October 24, from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.  For more informa-
tion, or to participate in the parade, contact the Annandale Chamber of Commerce at 703-256-7232.  The Annandale 

     Fall Festival will be held in the parking lot of Safeway on Little River Turnpike from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  Enjoy costumed 
     international dancers, local musicians, and “The Taste of Annandale” with food from many culinary cuisines.  Mer-  
     chants will feature their hand-made jewelry, artwork, and exquisite crafts.  Activities for children include interactive 
     games for toddlers to teens, Moon Bounce, Bungee Basketball, and much more.  For more information, visit the Web 
     site www.annandalechamber.com. 
 

Volunteers of America Chesapeake (VA043 registration code), program sponsor of the Bailey’s Crossroads Commu-
nity Shelter, and Shelter House (VA037 registration code) will participate in the Fannie Mae Help the Homeless Walk- 

     athon on Saturday, November 21, 8 a.m. at the national mall in Washington, D.C.  For more information, or to partici- 
     pate in the walkathon, contact Bailey’s Crossroads Community Shelter at 703-820-7621, ext. 218, or Shelter House 
     at 703-536-5383.  To register on-line, log on to www.helpthehomelessdc.org. 
 

Supervisor Penny Gross invites you to the Mason District Holiday Town Gathering on Wednesday, December 2, 7 - 9 
p.m. at the Mason District Governmental Center, Main Community Room, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  Enjoy 

     refreshments and music of the season with your family, friends, and neighbors. 

¾ 

¾ 

¾ 

¾ 

(L-R) Mason District Supervisor and Chairman of the Metropoli-
tan Washington Council of Governments (COG) Penny Gross, 
Senior Advisor to President Barack Obama Valerie Jarrett, and 
National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) Chairman John 
V. Cogbill, III, take a brief break during discussions about ways 
in which local, regional, and federal elected officials can create 
partnerships to work on issues ranging from transportation to 
environmental protection and affordable housing.  Jarrett, who 
also is a presidential assistant for Intergovernmental Affairs 
and Public Engagement, has extensive experience in local 
government and planning.  COG and NCPC co-hosted the 
event “Building the Region Together” on July 20, 2009, at the 
National Press Club in Washington, D.C. 

 
 Photo Courtesy of the  
       Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 

    When you set your clocks back one hour 
   on November 1 to return to standard time,    
   don’t forget to change the batteries in 
   smoke alarms  
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Community Notes 
 

¾ Fire Prevention Week will be observed October 4-10.  Fire Stations throughout Mason 
District will host Fire Prevention Open Houses on Saturday, October 10, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
For more information, call 703-246-3801. 
 
¾ AARP volunteers will provide free tax help to residents from February 1 to April 15 at the 
Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  The schedule is:  
Mondays and Thursdays 1 - 8 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. - 1 
p.m.; and Saturdays 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  All returns will be filed electronically.  Call 1-888-227-
7669 for more information about AARP Tax-Aide, or visit www.aarp.org/money/taxaide. 
 
¾ The Annandale Christian Community for Action (ACCA) needs twin, full, and queen size 
mattresses and box springs in good condition, chests of drawers, tables and chairs.  Call 
ACCA at 703-256-9513 to schedule a pick up.  All donations are tax deductible and will be 
delivered directly to a needy family in our community. 

Mason District’s Fall Town Meeting 
Thursday, October 15 at 7 p.m. 

Green Spring Gardens Horticulture Center Multi-Purpose Room 
4603 Green Spring Road 

Alexandria, Virginia 
Learn about the 2011 Community Budget Dialogues and share your 
insights about the effects of recent budget reductions.  Susan Datta, 
director of Management and Budget, will answer questions after the 
presentation.  Share your suggestions to close the 2011 budget gap. 
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