
Dear Mason District Neighbor: 
 

 Welcome to the Fall 2010 edition of Mason Matters!  I hope you 
find this bi-annual print newsletter full of helpful information about our Mason 
District community.  My office also publishes a monthly e-newsletter; if you 
would like to receive that communication electronically, please send your 
email address, as well as your name and Mason District mailing address, to 
www.mason@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
 

As we all enjoy these beautiful early autumn days, winter weather 
may seem far away, but memories of last winter’s historic, almost 
catastrophic, snowfalls are still sharp in many minds.  As you may know, the 
responsibility for snow removal and road maintenance in Fairfax County rests 
with the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), a state agency.  To 
help prepare for winter’s severe weather, the Mason District Fall Town Meeting will focus on 
processes and policies that VDOT implements during the snow season.  VDOT staff also will present 
information on year-round road maintenance.  The Fall Town Meeting will be held on Thursday, 
October 21, at 7 p.m., at the beautiful new Thomas Jefferson Library, 7415 Arlington Blvd., in Falls 
Church.  I look forward to seeing you there! 

 
Fairfax County is continuing to develop comprehensive watershed management plans for all 

30 watersheds in the county.  A watershed is an area of land that drains to a particular water body, 
such as a lake or a river.  No matter where you live, work, or play, you are in a watershed.  Everything 
we do in our neighborhoods affects the water quality downstream and, ultimately, the Chesapeake 
Bay.  Mason District lies within three watersheds.  Management plans for the Cameron Run 
watershed, which includes most of Mason District, were developed with significant community insight 
and approved by the Board of Supervisors in 2007.  Draft plans for the Accotink Creek and Four Mile 
Run watersheds now are available for review.  You can learn more about the watershed you live in at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/watersheds.     

 
The community process for the county’s Fiscal Year 2012 budget will get underway in 

October.  Two traditional community forums are scheduled for: Tuesday, October 5, from 7 to 9 p.m. 
at the Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway in Fairfax; and 
Saturday, October 23, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Hayfield Secondary School cafeteria, 7630 Telegraph 
Road in Alexandria.  A Do-It-Yourself Budget Tool Kit also has been developed for use by residents, 
community groups, and organizations who wish to host individual group discussions about the 
budget.  The Toolkit will include: an educational 15-minute video, background information, suggested 
questions, and an online form to provide feedback to the county.  The Toolkit and video will be 
available on the county’s Web site and on the county’s YouTube channel beginning on Monday, 
October 4. 

 
For the 15th year, I will be hosting the Mason District Holiday Town Gathering to kick off the 

holiday season.  Please plan to join my staff and me on Thursday, December 2, at the Main 
Community Room of the Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike.  The live music 
performance and refreshments will commence at 7 p.m., followed by conversation and a few 
questions, if you desire.  Bring your family and friends to enjoy what has become a tradition for Mason 
District residents. 

 
 It is an honor and a privilege to serve as your Mason District Supervisor, and I hope you will 
let me know whenever my staff and I can be of assistance to you. 

M a s o n  M a t t e r s !
Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross
MASON GOVERNMENTAL CENTER, 6507 COLUMBIA PIKE, ANNANDALE, VA 22003
PHONE: 703/256-7717 FAX: 703/354-8419 E-MAIL: mason@fairfaxcounty.gov
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Absentee Voting for the General 
Election on November 2  

 
In-person absentee voting at the Office of 
Elections, located at the Fairfax County 
Government Center, 12000 Government 
Center Parkway, Suite 323 in Fairfax, Vir-
ginia 22035, will be held Monday through 
Friday, September 17 to October 17 from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  (Office closed Monday, 
October 11 in observance of Columbus Day.)  Extended hours 
offered from October 18-30, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m., and on Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on October 9, 16, 
23, and 30. 
 
From October 18-30, Monday through Friday from 2:30 - 7:30 
p.m., and on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., registered voters 
also may vote absentee in person at the satellite location in the 
Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in 
Annandale.  Please bring a current and valid form of identifica-
tion. 
 
The deadline to apply for an absentee ballot by mail or fax is 
October 26.  All mailed absentee ballots must be received at 
the Office of Elections by 7 p.m. on November 2 to be counted. 
 
Students attending college outside of the metropolitan area 
may call the registrar’s office at 703-222-0776 to request an 
application for an absentee ballot.  When the registrar receives 
the completed ballot application, a ballot will be sent directly to 
the student.  Students’ completed ballots must be received in 
the Electoral Board Office before 7 p.m. on Election Day. 
 
First-time voters are urged to contact the Fairfax County Office 
of Elections for instructions.  Information is available on-line at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/eb, or call 703-222-0776.  The deadline 
to register to vote is October 12 at 6 p.m. 

Sidewalk Projects Bring 
Connectivity to 

Bailey’s Crossroads 
 

There are several sidewalk improvements planned for Bailey’s 
Crossroads, which will provide pedestrians with connectivity to 
reach many businesses in this revitalized district.  All projects 
are funded through the 2007 Transportation Bond Referendum 
that was approved by Fairfax County voters on November 6, 
2007.  Bailey’s Crossroads 
has a lot of  pedestrian activ-
ity because of its dense con-
centration of retail, commer-
cial, and residential uses.  
The county recently approved 
a new Comprehensive Plan 
amendment for Bailey’s 
Crossroads aimed at making 
it a more vibrant, mixed-use, 
and walkable community.  
These pedestrian improve-
ments are an important step toward achieving the vision de-
tailed in the new Comprehensive Plan.  Listed below are sev-
eral projects that are in various stages of planning and design 
for the Bailey’s Crossroads area. 
 

Columbia Pike and Tyler Street 
(Project 4YP201-PB032) 

The design plans have been finalized and the county is moving 
forward with land acquisition activities with the affected home-
owners.  Construction is scheduled to begin in the fall of 2010. 
 

Westbound Columbia Pike, between Maple Court 
and Blair Road (Project 4YP201-PB027) 

Fairfax County and the Virginia Department of Transportation 
have agreed upon the final design plans.  The county has be-
gun the land acquisition process with property owners adjacent 
to the project.  Construction is scheduled to begin next spring. 
 

Leesburg Pike/Columbia Pike Interchange 
(Project 4YP201-PB050) 

The project includes a sidewalk that extends from the east-
bound Columbia Pike off ramp that borders the Public Storage 
up to where Seminary Road merges with Leesburg Pike in 
front of the old hangar building.  This project also addresses 
the sidewalk gap that exists from the westbound off ramp of 
Columbia Pike up in front of the new hhgregg store up to west-
bound Leesburg Pike in front of the Borders Books and Music 
store at the Bailey’s Crossroads Shopping Center.  Fairfax 
County and the Virginia Department of Transportation must 
finalize the design review before land acquisition and utility 
relocation can commence.  Construction is scheduled to begin 
in the summer of 2011. 
 
Additional information about Mason District sidewalk projects is 
available from the Fairfax County Department of Transportation 
Design Division by calling 703-877-5600, or visiting the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Pedestrian Program Web site at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/pedestrian/.  

On behalf of Fairfax County, Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross (center) 
accepts the National Association of Counties (NACo) 2010 Achievement 
Award for implementing innovative county government programs.  Fairfax 
County was recognized as Best in Category for its Administrative Resource 
Team.  The Administrative Resource Team consists of 24 administrative 
assistants, representing more than 20 Fairfax County agencies, who initiated 
a self-directed training session for all support staff.  The award was presented 
on July 26, 2010, during the NACo 75th Annual Conference and Exposition in 
Washoe County, Nevada. 

Photograph Courtesy of NACo 
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Pedestrian Safety: Achieveable 
One Step at a Time 

 
Walkers and joggers are enjoying cooler weather, but daylight 
hours become shorter in the fall and winter.  Here are a few 
safety reminders to make your time outdoors more enjoyable. 
 
• Wear light-colored clothing or clothing that has reflective 

material at dusk/night; 
• Carry a flashlight or a clip-on blinking light, and cell phone; 
• Walk or jog facing on-coming traffic; 
• Cross the street at marked crosswalks and intersections; 
• Watch for vehicles that are turning or backing up onto a 

road; and 
• Always carry a form of identification. 
 
Additional information about pedestrian and bicycle safety is 
available by logging on the Fairfax County Department of 
Transportation’s Web site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot, or by 
calling 703-877-5600. 

Coming Attractions 
 

Wizards, Plants, and Potions can be enjoyed by the whole family on Saturday, October 16 at Green Spring Gardens, 4603 
Green Spring Road in Alexandria.  Explore the magic power of plants in the mystical gardens.  Craft a wizard’s wand and 

      learn some potion recipes just in time for Halloween!  For more information, call Green Spring Gardens at 703-642-5173, or 
      visit the Web site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gsps. 
 

The Friends of the George Mason Regional Library will host its popular, semi-annual book sale on October 21, 5 - 9 p.m.; 
October 22, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; October 23, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and October 24, 12 - 5 p.m.  Recorded books, rare books, CDs, 

      and videos available.  The book sale will be at the library, 7001 Little River Turnpike in Annandale.  For more information, 
      call 703-256-3800, or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/gm. 
 

The Annandale Fall Festival Parade will be held on Saturday, October 23, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. For more information, or   
 to participate, contact the Annandale Chamber of Commerce at 703-256-7232.  The Annandale Fall Festival will be held in  

      the parking lot of Safeway on Little River Turnpike after the parade until 5 p.m.  Enjoy music by local rock bands and jazz 
      groups, The Taste of Annandale will feature international cuisine, and toddlers to teens can enjoy interactive games.  For  
      more information, call 703-256-7232, write to festival@AnnandaleChamber.com, or visit www.annandalechamber.com. 
 

Supervisor Gross invites you to the Mason District Holiday Town Gathering on Thursday, December 2 at 7 p.m. at the 
Mason District Governmental Center, Main Community Room, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  Enjoy a feature per- 

     formance by local musicians, tasty refreshments, and welcome the holiday season with your neighbors and friends.  For 
     more information, call 703-256-7717. 

¾ 

¾ 

¾ 

¾ 

Two Polling Place Changes in 2010 
 

Two polling place changes became effective in June for voters 
in the Mason District.  Precinct 508 Masonville changed tem-
porarily from the Lacey Center, 3705 Crest Drive to Westmin-
ster School, 3819 Gallows Road, while the Lacey Center is 
undergoing reconstruction.  The new school is anticipated to be 
completed the summer of 2012. 
 
Precinct 520 Skyline changed permanently from Skyline 
Sport and Health Club, 5115 Leesburg Pike, to National Asso-
ciation of Power Engineers, 5707 Seminary Road in Falls 
Church.  The polling place was moved to a larger facility with  
better voter access. 

The National Wildlife Federation certified the Greater Mason District as a 
Community Backyard Habitat for its commitment to creating a place 
where people, wildlife, and native plants can co-exist.  The project was 
led by the Friends of Hidden Oaks Nature Center.  Accepting the certifi-
cation at the September 14 Board of Supervisors meeting are (L-R): 
Michael McDonnell, manager, and Suzanne Holland, assistant manager, 
Hidden Oaks Nature Center; Roxanne Paul, National Wildlife Federa-
tion, Kevin Holland, Friends of Hidden Oaks Nature Center; Mason Dis-
trict Supervisor Penny Gross; Scott Birdwell, Friends of Hidden Oaks 
Nature Center, Chairman Sharon Bulova, and the Board of Supervisors. 
 

Photo courtesy of the Fairfax County Office of Public Affairs 

 

When you set your clocks back 
one hour on November 7 to 

return to standard time, don’t 
forget to change the batteries 

in smoke alarms 
throughout your home. 
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Mason District’s Fall Town Meeting 
Thursday, October 21 at 7 p.m. 

Thomas Jefferson Library 
7415 Arlington Boulevard in Falls Church 

Join your neighbors and learn about the Virginia Department of Transportation’s 
severe weather program.  VDOT staff will explain the processes, policies, and any 
changes that were implemented since the last snow season.  Information about 
year-round road maintenance also will be included in the presentation. 
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Community Notes 
 

¾ AARP volunteers will return in 2011 to provide free tax help to residents from February 1 to 
April 15 at the Mason District Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale.  The 
schedule is: Mondays and Thursdays 1- 8 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays: 9:30 
a.m. - 1 p.m.; and Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  All returns will be filed electronically.  For more 
information about AARP Tax Aide, visit www.aarp.org/taxaide, or call 1-888-227-7669.  
 

¾ ACCA (Annandale Christian Community for Action) is a volunteer organization serving needy 
neighbors in dire need of furniture.  Please call 703-256-9513 and ACCA will pick up your donated 
furniture and give you a tax deductible receipt.  The most needed items are mattresses/box 
springs (single, double, or queen size) sofas (not sleeper types), kitchen/dining room tables, and 
chairs, chests of drawers/dressers, coffee tables, end tables, and microwave ovens. 
 

¾ The Volunteers of America Chesapeake, program sponsor of the Bailey’s Crossroads 
Community Shelter, and Shelter House will participate in the Fannie Mae Help the Homeless 
Walkathon on Saturday, November 20, 8 a.m. at the national mall in Washington, D.C.  For more 
information, contact the Bailey’s Crossroads Community Shelter at 703-820-7621, ext. 218, or 
Shelter House at 703-538-6457.  To register on-line, visit www.helpthehomelessdc.org. 
 

¾ Need a Notary Public?  Notary Services are available in the Office of Supervisor Gross 
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  For more information, call 703-256-7717. 
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