
Dear Mason District Neighbor: 
 

 Every year about this time, Mason District and Fairfax County look 
forward to two things: springtime and the county budget.  Today, as we are 
buried under tons of slowly melting snow, springtime seems far off, but the 
county budget cycle, nonetheless, has begun.  County Executive Anthony 
Griffin released his proposed Fiscal Year 2011 budget on February 23.  
During March and April, the Board of Supervisors and the community will 
have stimulating discussions and debates about needed county services, 
such as schools and public safety, and how to pay for them.   
 
 As I noted last spring, economic forecasts continue to be gloomy, as 
the recession tightens its grip on everyone’s wallet.   Local revenues derived 
from real and personal property taxes, sales and recordation taxes, and fees 
continue to decline, and reduced funding from the Commonwealth of Virginia 
now amounts to millions of dollars less for education and other state-supported programs.  Under 
state law, local budgets may not operate in the red; local budgets must be balanced.  Last year’s 
budget cuts hurt; this year’s cuts will be more painful, as the Board tries to balance needed and 
mandated services with available revenues.  Budget public hearings will be held on April 6, 7, and 8 
at the county government center in Fairfax.  
 
 However, you don’t need to travel to Fairfax to make your concerns known.  Plan to attend 
the Mason District Spring Town Meeting on Monday, March 15, at 7 p.m. at the Mason District 
Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  Panelists will include County Executive 
Tony Griffin and Chief Financial Officer Ed Long, who will present an overview of the proposed 
budget and answer questions from the audience.  I look forward to seeing you there.     
 
 February’s historic snowfalls tested everyone’s patience, but one item that is not in the 
county budget is snow removal.  The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), a state agency, 
maintains and operates roads in Fairfax County, as it has in 93 of Virginia’s 95 counties since 1932.  
Its funding comes from the taxes you pay to the state, not to Fairfax County.  General Assembly 
members vote on VDOT’s budget.  However, in order to augment the limited state response, my 
office coordinates with VDOT on behalf of Mason District residents nearly every day.  Depending on 
the season, issues include snow plowing, median mowing, pothole filling, traffic calming, 
malfunctioning signals, or simply replacing a stop sign. 
 

Remember that Census Day is April 1, 2010.  The information you provide on the census 
form is confidential and not shared with any other government agency.  The information collected will 
be used to allocate more than $400 billion dollars in funding to local, state, and tribal governments 
each year.  Our future is in your hands. 
 
 A time capsule is being developed for implantation at the re-opening of the newly renovated 
Thomas Jefferson Library on Arlington Boulevard this summer.  Written materials, black and white 
photos, color slides, and small objects are types of donations being sought for inclusion in the time 
capsule, which will be opened in 2060.  Items for consideration must be submitted to my office by 
May 1, 2010.  Printed copies of the 2010 Mason District Citizen Handbook are available in my office, 
or on-line at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason/pdf/2010_Mason_District_Citizen_Handbook.pdf.   
 
 It is an honor and a privilege to serve as your Mason District Supervisor, and I hope you will 
let me know whenever my staff and I can be of assistance to you.  My office is open from 8:30 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. Monday through Friday, and we are ready to help with any county-related matter. 

M a s o n  M a t t e r s !
Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross
MASON GOVERNMENTAL CENTER, 6507 COLUMBIA PIKE, ANNANDALE, VA 22003
PHONE: 703/256-7717 FAX: 703/354-8419 E-MAIL: mason@fairfaxcounty.gov
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New Elementary School 
Planned for Annandale  

 
Officials from Fairfax County Public Schools are planning to 
construct a new elementary school at the site of the current 
Lacey Administration 
Building.  The plans call 
for a 38-classroom facil-
ity that will accommodate 
approximately 900 stu-
dents and help alleviate 
the pressures of increas-
ing student enrollment.  
The school will contain 
modern facilities and 
utilize a similar design as 
the most recently con-
structed elementary 
schools in the county.  A 
unique aspect of the 
design is the use of geo-
thermal heating.  Ninety-
six, 400-foot-deep geo-
thermal wells will be bur-
ied under the school’s athletic field and serve as an environ-
mentally friendly and cost-effective heating source.  Mason 
District Supervisor Penny Gross met with members of the Broy-
hill Crest Community Association and officials from Fairfax 
County Public Schools in December to review the plans and 
answer questions from residents.  County officials will continue 
their public outreach throughout the design and construction 
phases of the project to ensure that the new school will be a 
valuable addition to the school system and the neighborhood.  
Demolition of the Lacey Administration Building tentatively is 
scheduled for this summer with the groundbreaking to follow 
shortly.  School officials expect the facility to be ready in time 
for the 2012 school year.  Project information is available at the 
Fairfax County Public Schools, Department of Facilities and 
Transportation Services by calling (703) 246-6270. 
 

 

(L-R) Mason District Super-
visor Penny Gross, Fairfax 
County Public Library  
Director Sam Clay, and 
Robert Reed, P.E., project 
manager, Building Design 
Branch, Planning and De-
sign Division, Department 
of Public Works and Envi-
ronmental Services, take a 
moment to admire the new 
reading area of the Tho-
mas Jefferson Library.  The 
50-year library is undergo-
ing a $6.8 million renova-
tion, and will offer in-
creased amenities for its 
users.  Construction is to 
be completed and the li-
brary reopened this sum-
mer. 

Spotlight by Starlight 
Summer Concert 

 Schedule 
 
Spotlight by Starlight is a free summer concert series pre-
sented by the Friends of Mason District Park.  All performances 
are at the Newton W. Edwards Amphitheatre at Mason District 
Park, 6621 Columbia Pike in Annandale, on Wednesday, Fri-
day, and Sunday beginning at 7:30 p.m.  Performances for 
children on Saturday (not listed below) begin at 10 a.m.  Shows 
are cancelled in the event of rain.  The schedule is subject to 
change.  For rain cancellation, call 703-324-SHOW (7469), or  
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances. 

JULYJULY  
  2   M&R Project (Oldies/Motown) 
  7   Kings Park Band (Big Band) 
  9   The Taters (Country/Pop) 
11 The NOVA Annandale Symphony Orchestra (Summer 
        Pops) 
14   Junkyard Saints (New Orleans/Blues) 
15   Knockout King and Bruce Ewan (Blues) 
16 The Paschall Brothers (Tidewater Gospel) 
18   Annandale Jazz Ambassadors (Youth Jazz Band) 
21   The U.S. Navy Band “Commodores” (Jazz) 
23   Mariachi Los Amigos (Mariachi) 
25   The Capitol Steps (Satirical Revue) 
28    Lena Seikaly (Jazz) 
30    Celtic Marc (Irish/Scottish) 

JUNEJUNE  
  2   Dick Morgan (Jazz) 
  4   Hui O Ka Pua `Ilima (Polynesian Dance) 
  6   National Concert Band (Big Band) 
  9   Not So Modern Jazz Quartet (Jazz) 
11   Paul Reisler 7 Friends (Folk) 
13   Blues Alley Youth Orchestra (Youth Jazz Band) 
16   Modern Groove Syndicate (Latin/Soul/Hip-Hop) 
18   City of Fairfax “Alte Kameraden German” (German) 
20   The United States Army Chorus (All Male Chorus) 
23   Sharon Clark Quartet (Jazz) 
25 Larnell Starkey and the Spiritual Seven (African-American 
       Gospel) 
27 City of Fairfax “Concert Band” (Big Band) 
30    The Fairfax Symphony Orchestra’s Dixieland Band 

AugustAugust  
  1   The United States Army Band “Blues Jazz Ensemble” 
  4   Project Natale (Jazz) 
  6   Billy Coulter (Roots/Rock) 
  8   Erich Felton Jazz Orchestra (Jazz) 
11   The Roustabouts (Strings/Blues) 
13   Alt Washingtonia (Bavarian) 
15   Washington Balalaika Orchestra (Russian) 
18   The Reunion Music Society Jazz Orchestra (Jazz) 
20   The U.S. Navy Band “Country Current” (Bluegrass) 
22   Falls Church Concert Band (Big Band) 
25   Jacques Johnson & Friends (Jazz) 
27 Quin Tango (Tango Music) 
29    Total Eclipse (Jazz) 

Illustrative Site Plan by BC Consultants, Inc. 
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Tree Commission Can Help with 
Tree Preservation and Planting 

By Stacey Evers 
Mason District Representative 

Fairfax County Tree Commission 
 

If you're part of a project to plant or preserve trees in Fairfax 
County, the county Tree Commission wants to hear from you.  
Two years ago the Board of Supervisors, knowing the many 
economic and environmental benefits of a lush landscape, set 
a goal of establishing tree canopy over 45 percent of the 
county by 2037.  This means that about two million trees will 
need to be planted in the next 30 years, most of it on private 
land.  If your neighborhood, church, school, or other organiza-
tion is taking steps to plant or preserve trees, please let me 
know at masontrees@cox.net.  I also can put you in contact 
with organizations that may have funding, seedlings, or support 
for the planting of trees, and direct you to the right people to 
answer your questions about tree maintenance.  In the spring, 
the Tree Commission will be unveiling a new program for cele-
brating our amazing trees.  In the meantime, please let me 
hear from you about all the ways you're working to help us 
reach that 45 percent goal. Native Seedlings Sale 

Available for Spring Planting 
 
The Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District is 
holding its 2010 seedling sale.  The species in the 2010 col-
lection offer bright winter berries, colorful spring and summer 
blooms, and brilliant fall foliage.  New for 2010 - separate tree 
and shrub packages available.  Order six bare-root trees for 
$10.95; order 10 bare-root shrubs for $15.95.  Place your pre-
paid order by April 12, or while supplies last.  For more infor-
mation, call 703-324-1460, or visit the Web site at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd. 

Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross (center), is pictured with commu-
nity members and representatives from Bloom, “a different kind of grocery 
store” who celebrated its long-awaited ribbon-cutting ceremony on January 
19, 2010, at the Annandale Shopping Center. 

Coming Attractions 
The Fairfax County Park Authority, the Friends of Mason District Park, and the Friends of Hidden Oaks Nature Center will 
host a Spring Egg Hunt on April 3, 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (rain or shine) at the park, 6621 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  Chil- 

     dren, ages 1- 9, may participate; admission is $7 per child.  Registration begins at 10:30 a.m.; admission includes candy,  
     eggs, a special drawing, and one free ride.  Children must bring their own baskets.  For more information, call the park  
     at 703-941-1730. 
 

The Friends of the George Mason Regional Library will hold its popular, semi-annual book sale on April 29, 5 - 9 p.m.; April 
30, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; May 1, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and May 2, 12 - 5 p.m.  The book sale will be at the library, 7001 Little  

      River Turnpike in Annandale. 
 

The Annandale Chamber of Commerce will host its Annual Spring Carnival from May 13 - 23 at the K-Mart parking lot, 
4251 John Marr Drive in Annandale.  The week-long festivities will include the popular Bed Race to Benefit Special  

     Olympics on May 15 at 10 a.m. along John Marr Drive.  For more information about these events, call 703-256-7232,  
     e-mail info@AnnandaleChamber.com, or visit www.annandalechamber.com. 
 

The 28th Annual Celebrate Fairfax, our county’s largest festival, will be held June 11 - 13 at the Fairfax County Government 
Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway in Fairfax.  Enjoy concerts, a laser show, fireworks, and more.  Free 

     parking and shuttle buses are available.  Call 703-324-3247 or visit www.celebratefairfax.org for more information. 
 

The 31st Annual Mason District Park Festival will be held on Saturday, September 25, from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the park, 
6621 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  Enjoy a fun-filled day, with children’s rides, live entertainment, and lots of food!  For 

      information, call 703-256-7717. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar for Free 
Document Shredding Event 

 

The Fairfax County Solid Waste Management Program will host 
a document shredding event at the Mason District Governmen-
tal Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale, on Saturday, May 
22, 2010, from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Additional information about this 
and other recycling events is available by visiting the Web site at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/recycling/calendar.htm. 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd�
mailto:info@AnnandaleChamber.com�
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Mason District’s Spring Town Meeting 
Monday, March 15 at 7 p.m. 

Mason District Governmental Center, Community Room 
6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale 

Join your neighbors and friends to talk about the proposed FY2011 Fairfax County 
Budget.  Joining Supervisor Gross as guest panelists are County Executive 
Anthony Griffin and Chief Financial Officer Edward Long, who will answer questions 
after their presentations. 
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Community Notes 
 

 AARP volunteers are providing free tax help to residents until April 15 at the Mason District 
Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale.  Walk-in service is available on Mondays 
and Thursdays: 1- 8 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.; and 
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  All returns are filed electronically.  Please bring: last year’s tax return, 
a photo ID, and Social Security Card.  Visit www.aarp.org/taxaide, or call 1-888-227-7669 for 
information about AARP Tax-Aide.  
 

 ACCA (Annandale Christian Community for Action) is a volunteer organization serving needy 
neighbors in dire need of furniture.  Please call 703-256-9513 and ACCA will pick up your donated 
furniture and give you a tax deductible receipt.  The most needed items are mattresses/box 
springs (single, double, or queen size) sofas (not sleeper types), kitchen/dining room tables, and 
chairs, chests of drawers/dressers, coffee tables, end tables, and microwaves. 
 

 Join your friends at the 2010 Culmore Cleanup on Saturday, May 1, from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m., 
and participate in this annual event that brings our community together and beautifies the 
Culmore neighborhood.  To sign up, please call the Woodrow Wilson Library at 703-820-8774, 
ext. 4, or visit www.culmore2010.blogspot.com.  Clean-up teams will meet at the Woodrow Wilson 
Library, located at 6101 Knollwood Drive, Bailey’s Crossroads (Culmore Area). 
 

 The St. Alban’s Episcopal Church Community Clothing Sale (for men, women, and children)
will be held March 20, 2010, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  All items 50 cents except Boutique Items.  Please 
contact Dee Dee Payne at 703-256-2966 or at info@stalbansva.org for more information. 

mailto:mason@fairfaxcounty.gov�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason�
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/mason�
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