
Dear Mason District Neighbor: 
 

 Happy Spring!  In Fairfax County, springtime signals our annual rite 
of budget deliberations, and 2011 is no different.  County Executive Anthony 
Griffin presented his proposed Fiscal Year 2012 budget to the Board of 
Supervisors on February 22.  Now it is up to the Board of Supervisors to 
consider his recommendations, receive feedback from residents and 
taxpayers about the proposals, and make adjustments before formally 
adopting the budget on April 26.   
 

In his presentation to the Board, Mr. Griffin said that the best word 
to describe the proposed budget is “stable.”  The budget is balanced (by 
state law, the county budget must be balanced; we cannot run a deficit), and 
maintains the current real estate tax rate of $1.09.  For the third year in a 
row, employee compensation is frozen, and the proposed transfer to the school system is flat at $1.61 
billion, the same as last year. The proposed budget contains no county funded expansion of existing 
programs, creation of new programs, or restorations of previous reductions.  These are the economic 
realities of the “new normal,” Mr. Griffin noted, while cautioning that aging physical infrastructure and 
new federal and state requirements for treating storm water and other environmental issues must be 
addressed soon, a burden that, increasingly, rests on local governments.   
 
 Figures show that property values are beginning to recover after several years of decline.  
Most neighborhoods in Mason District saw a modest increase in value.  You can check out the 
percentages in your neighborhood, as well as more information about the budget, at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget.  Mason District’s Budget Town Meeting, featuring County Executive 
Griffin, will be held on Monday, March 28, at the Bren Mar Park Elementary School, 6344 Beryl Road 
in the Alexandria portion of Mason District, just off Edsall Road.  The meeting will begin at 7 p.m., and 
there will be plenty of time for questions at the conclusion of the formal presentation.   
 
 Budget public hearings will be held on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, March 29, 30, 
and 31, in the late afternoon and evening, at the Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 
Government Center Parkway in Fairfax.  You may register on-line (see above Web address) to speak 
at the public hearings, which will be televised live on Channel 16.  
 
 The Mason District Council, a volunteer association of local civic and homeowner 
associations, is promoting efforts to clean up public areas (common ground, VDOT rights-of-way, and 
vacant parcels, for example) on Saturday April 30.  Log on to www.masondistrict.org for information 
about how your neighborhood can plan and participate. The springtime Culmore Clean Up will be the 
same day, at the Woodrow Wilson Library, beginning at 9 a.m. Call the library at 703-820-8774 for 
more information. 
 
 It is an honor and a privilege to serve as your Mason District Supervisor, and I hope you will 
let me know whenever my staff and I can be of assistance to you.  My office is open from 8:30 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday through Friday, and we are ready to help with any county-related matter. 
 
 

M a s o n  M a t t e r s !
Mason District Supervisor Penny Gross
MASON GOVERNMENTAL CENTER, 6507 COLUMBIA PIKE, ANNANDALE, VA 22003
PHONE: 703/256-7717 FAX: 703/354-8419 E-MAIL: mason@fairfaxcounty.gov
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Land Use News  
 

Fire Station10: Plans for the design and construction of a new 
building at Fire Station 10 on Columbia Pike are underway.  
The station lost a large portion of its roof during the blizzard of 
February 8, 2010, and the apparatus and equipment currently 
are housed in a large white tent on site.  The administrative and 
housing components did not suffer catastrophic damage and 
still are in use, and all fire and rescue services continue to oper-
ate out of the existing building.  The property, which was owned 
by the Bailey’s Crossroads volunteer Fire Department (BXVFD) 
and staffed by Fairfax County professional fire fighters, now 
belongs to Fairfax County under a new partnership agreement 
between BXVFD and the county.  The existing 11,000 sq. ft. 
facility will be demolished, and a new larger station built with 
four vehicle apparatus bays and associated living spaces.  New 
construction is expected to commence in Fall 2012.  A tempo-
rary station will be erected on a nearby site.  Design for both 
facilities will be underway this spring. 
 
Plan Amendment: On February 8, the Board of Supervisors 
approved a motion to authorize consideration of a Comprehen-
sive Plan Amendment for 3236 Peace Valley Lane, a 2-acre 
parcel in the Seven Corners area, to determine the appropriate 
residential density for this infill site.  The property was declared 
blighted by the Board last September, and the blighted struc-
tures were torn down by the bank owner in January.  The now 
vacant property represents an opportunity, as well as a chal-
lenge, for compatible residential infill development.  Access 
issues also will be examined as part of the Plan Amendment.  
Public meetings with county planning staff will be announced as 
the Plan Amendment process is scheduled throughout the com-
ing months. 
 
Land Use Committee: The Mason District Land Use Advisory 
Committee meets on the 4th Tuesday each month at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Mason District Governmental Center.  Meetings are open 
to the public. For information or to be considered for future ap-
pointment to the committee, e-mail mason@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

Native Seedlings Sale 
Features Deer Resistant Shrubs 

 

The Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District is 
featuring a Deer Resistant collection of Spicebush, Silky Dog-
wood, Red Osier Dogwood, Serviceberry, and Pawpaw for 
$15.95.  Bare Root Trees are also back by popular demand, 
including Sycamore, American Hornbeam, and Black Oak.  Both 
collections include two of each varieties of plantings. Place your 
pre-paid order by April 11, or while supplies last.  For informa-
tion, call 703-324-1460, or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd. 

Spotlight by Starlight 
Summer Concert 

 Schedule 
 

Spotlight by Starlight is a free summer concert series pre-
sented by the Friends of Mason District Park.  All performances 
are at the Newton W. Edwards Amphitheatre at Mason District 
Park, 6621 Columbia Pike in Annandale, on Wednesday, Fri-
day, and Sunday beginning at 7:30 p.m.  Performances for 
children on Saturday (not listed below) begin at 10 a.m.  Shows 
are cancelled in the event of rain.  The schedule is subject to 
change.  For rain cancellation, call 703-324-SHOW (7469), or  
visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances. 

JULYJULY  
  1   Last Train Home (Country) 
  3   Kings Park Band (Big Band) 
  6   Robbin Thompson (Blues) 
  8   Claire Lynch (Bluegrass) 
10 The NOVA Annandale Symphony Orchestra (Summer  
        Pops) 
13 Thrillbillies (Rockbilly) 
15   John Eaton (Jazz/Blues/Broadway) 
17   The United States Army Band “Downrange” (Rock) 
20   The United States Navy Band “Sea Chanters” (Chorale) 
22   Alexandria Kleztet (Jazz) 
24   The Capitol Steps (Satirical Revue) 
27   L’Tanya Mari (Jazz) 
29 Little Red & The Renegades (Zydeco) 
31   Falls Church Concert Band (Big Band)  

JUNEJUNE  
  1   Bruce Ewan (Blues) 
  3   Anders Osborne (Blues/Rock/Soul/Classic R&B) 
  5   City of Fairfax “Concert Band” (Big Band) 
  8   Ruthie & the Wranglers (Roots/Rock) 
10   Sierra Hull and her band Highway 111 (Country) 
12   BG Y The Mojo Hands (Swing/Rockabilly) 
15   Veronneau (Soft Jazz) 
17   Celtibillies (Celtic) 
19   Washington Balalaika Orchestra (Russian) 
22   Carolyn Malachi (Jazz/Pop/R&B) 
24 Cathy Fink & Marcy Marxer (Family Music) 
26   National Concert Band (Big Band) 
29   Squeeze Bayou (Cajun) 

AugustAugust  
  3   Tom Principato (Blues) 
  5   Tom Paxton (Folk) 
  7   Radio King Orchestra (Big Band) 
10   Hot Society Orchestra of Washington (Jazz) 
12   Orquesta Tropikimba (Afro-Cuban Orchestra) 
14   Cartoon Johnny (A Cappella) 
17   The Joe Rathbone Band (Indie Rock) 
19   The ATOMIC Swing Club (Swing) 
20   The United States Army Band “Blues Jazz Ensemble” 
24   Ted Garber (Blues Americana Rock) 
26   The Aloha Boys (Hawaiian Folk Music & Dance) 
28   Melodime (Country Rock) 

Mark Your Calendar for Free 
Document Shredding Event 

 

The Fairfax County Solid Waste Management Program will host 
a document shredding event at the Mason District Governmen-
tal Center, 6507 Columbia Pike in Annandale, on Saturday, May 
21, 2011, from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.  Additional information about this 
and other recycling events is available by visiting the Web site at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/recycling/calendar.htm. 
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Fairfax County Declared a 
Community Wildlife Habitat 

By Suzanne Holland 
Friends of Hidden Oaks Nature Center 

 
Fresh off the success of having Mason District become a Certi-
fied Wildlife Habitat by the National Wildlife Federation last fall 
(44th in the country, 4th largest by population), Fairfax County 
now has achieved this honor.  Fairfax County is the 49th area 
in the U.S. certified as having a significant number of homes, 
schools, and public spaces that provide food, water, shelter, 
and a place for animals to raise their young. 
 
The habitat team included Mason District Supervisor Penny 
Gross, Mason District Representative on the Park Authority 
Board Frank Vajda, Park Authority Resource Management 
Division Director Cindy Walsh, Park Foundation Director 
Roberta Longworth, Northern Virginia Conservation Trust Edu-
cation Director Whitney Bailey, Ashley Stanton of Fairfax Mas-
ter Naturalist, and Vice President of Friends of Hidden Oaks 
Nature Center Kevin Holland.  The team far exceeded the mini-
mum requirements for habitat certification with 1,633 homes 
certified (800 required), 63 schools (10 required), and 55 com-
mon areas (6 required). 
 
Currently, the team is continuing to promote stewardship with 
native plants and natural pest controllers, such as ladybugs, at 
the upcoming Earth Day/Arbor Day on Saturday, April 16 at the 
Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government Center 
Parkway in Fairfax.  For information before the event, contact 
Hidden Oaks Nature Center at 703-941-1065, or Kevin Holland 
at kholland11@verizon.net for assistance in creating a back-
yard habitat.  Remember, when your backyard is attractive for 
wildlife, your property is a well suited play area for children too! 

(L-R) Mason District 
School Board Member 
Sandy Evans, Mason 
District Supervisor Penny 
Gross, 38th District Dele-
gate Kaye Kory, and Ei-
leen Garnett, a Broyhill 
Crest resident and mem-
ber of the Annandale Cen-
tral Business District Revi-
talization Committee, 
break ground for a new 
elementary school at the 
Lacey site on Crest Drive 
in Annandale.  School 
officials expect the facility 
to be ready in time for the 
2012 school year. 

Coming Attractions 
 

The Friends of the George Mason Regional Library will hold its popular, semi-annual book sale on April 14, 5 - 9 p.m.; April 
15, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; April 16, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; and April 17, 12 - 5 p.m.  All items half price the last day of the sale!  The 

       book sale will be at the library, 7001 Little River Turnpike in Annandale. 
 

The Fairfax County Park Authority and the Friends of Hidden Oaks Nature Center will host a Spring Egg Hunt on April 23, 10 
a.m. - 12 p.m. (rain or shine) at Mason District Park, 6621 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  Children, ages 1-9, may participate; 

      admission is $7 per child.  Reservations may be made in advance by calling 703-941-1065, and walk-in registration also will 
      be available on-site.  Children must bring their own baskets.  The start times are: 10:15 a.m. for ages 1-2; 10:45 a.m. for 
      ages 3-4; 11:15 a.m. for ages 5-6; and 11:45 a.m. for ages 7-9.  Moon bounce and other activities available for families. 
 

The Annandale Chamber of Commerce will host its Annual Spring Carnival from May 6 - 22 at the K-Mart parking lot, 4251 
John Marr Drive in Annandale.  The week-long festivities will include the popular Bed Race to Benefit Special Olympics on 

      May 7 at 10 a.m. along John Marr Drive.  For more information about these events, call 703-256-7232, send an e-mail to  
      info@AnnandaleChamber.com, or visit www.annandalechamber.com. 
 

The 29th Annual Celebrate Fairfax, our county’s largest festival, will be held June 10 - 12 at the Fairfax County Government 
Center, 12000 Government Center Parkway in Fairfax.  Enjoy concerts, a laser show, fireworks, and more.  Free parking and 

     shuttle buses are available.  Call 703-324-3247 or visit www.celebratefairfax.org for more information. 
 

The 32nd Annual Mason District Park Festival will be held on Saturday, September 24, from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the park, 
6621 Columbia Pike in Annandale.  Enjoy a fun-filled day, with children’s rides, live entertainment, and lots of food!  For more 

      information, call 703-256-7717. 

¾ 

¾ 

¾ 

¾ 

¾ 

Funding Awarded for 
Neighborhood Enhancements 

 
The Neighborhood Enhancement Partnership Program (NEPP) 
was developed to encourage partnerships between Fairfax 
County and neighborhood or civic groups, and non-profit organi-
zations to assist in enhancing quality of life in neighborhoods.  
During October 2010, 45 proposals were received and 29 were 
selected for 2011 funding, which included five Mason District 
organizations.  Congratulations to the Broyhill Crest Recreation 
Club (Clean Up and Reclamation of Broyhill Crest Lot 10A); 
Edsall Park Civic Association (A Place Where We LIVE, Not 
Just Reside); Edsall Park Swim Club (A Safe, Positive Common 
Ground to Come Together); Mason District Little League 
(Building Community Bridges through Youth Baseball); and 
Raintree Homeowners Association (Raintree Community Pro-
ject).  For more information about NEPP or to submit a proposal, 
contact Rachel Robinson at 703-324-5639, TTY 711.  
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Mason District’s Spring Town Meeting 
Monday, March 28 at 7 p.m. 

Bren Mar Park Elementary School Cafeteria 
6344 Beryl Road in Alexandria 

Join your neighbors and friends to talk about the proposed FY2012 Fairfax County 
Budget.  Joining Supervisor Gross as guest panelist is County Executive Anthony 
Griffin, who will answer questions after his presentation. 
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Community Notes 
 

¾ AARP volunteers are providing free tax help to residents until April 18 at the Mason District 
Governmental Center, 6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale.  Walk-in service is available on Mondays 
and Thursdays: 1- 8 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.; and 
Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  All returns are filed electronically.  Please bring: last year’s tax return, 
a photo ID, and all Social Security Cards.  Visit www.aarp.org/taxaide, or call 1-888-227-7669 for 
information about AARP Tax-Aide.  
 

¾ ACCA (Annandale Christian Community for Action) is a volunteer organization serving neigh- 
bors in dire need of furniture.  Please call 703-256-9513 and ACCA will pick up your donated 
furniture and give you a tax deductible receipt.  The most needed items are mattresses/box 
springs (single, double, or queen size) sofas (not sleeper types), kitchen/dining room tables, and 
chairs, chests of drawers/dressers, coffee tables, end tables, and microwaves. 
 

¾ Fairfax Court Appointed Special Advocates is hosting information sessions for people 
interested in being advocates for abused or neglected children.  Sessions are held twice monthly 
in preparation for the June 2011 training class (application deadline May 11).  For information 
session dates and times, visit www.casafairfax.org, or call Elisa Kosarin, associate director for 
recruitment and training at 703-273-3526, ext. 22, or e-mail ekosarin@casafairfax.org. 
 

¾ The St. Alban’s Episcopal Church Community Clothing Sale (for men, women, and children)
will be held April 9, 2011, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  All items 50 cents.  Donations to the clothing sale will 
be accepted starting April 2.  Contact Dee Dee Payne at 703-256-2966 for more information. 
 

¾ Mason District Little League provides baseball and teeball instruction for girls and boys ages 
5-12 years old.  Registration is now open and more information can be found at www.mdll.org. 
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