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Operations Bureau
Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Department
Fires 2005-2013

Date: 6/8/2014
Requestor: Fire Chief Bowers
Request Details: Fire data between 2005-2013

Methodology: Fire data was extracted from the EIS data as well as the FireRMS data stored in the FRD data
warehouse. Both datasets needed to be queried as the incident reporting system transitioned from EIS to FireRMS
during 2009. Data was further refined to provide a summary of the actions taken on the event, specifically action taken
codes, 11 (extinguishment by fire service personnel), 22 (rescue, remove from harm), 33 (provide ALS), and 34
(transport person).

Results
Source Calendar All Fires Structure Fires
Year (NFIRS Incident Type 100 Series) (Incident Type Codes 111-118)

2005 EIS 2005 2,939 1,192
2006 EIS 2006 3,207 1,132
2007 EIS 2007 3,159 1,033
2008 EIS 2008 2,448 964
2009 EIS and FireRMS 2009 2,292 1,048
2010 FireRMS 2010 2,511 1,122
2011 FireRMS 2011 2,400 1,100
2012 FireRMS 2012 2.335 962

2013 FireRMS 2013 2,198 1,141
Total Full years EIS 23,489 9,694

In this timeframe, Fairfax County Fire and Rescue personnel have:
e Actively extinguished 12,403 fires
¢ Removed/rescued 41 people from the harm of a fire
e Provided ALS care to 80 people at the scene of a fire
e Transported 77 people from the scene of a fire

Actions Taken on Fire Incidents*

Calendar  Extinguishment Remove Person from Any Search and Rescue Provide ALS Transport Person
Year (code 11) Harm (code 22) Activity (Codes 20-24) (code 33) (code 34)
2005 1,450 3 66 10 10
2006 1,822 7 68 8 9
2007 1,906 3 68 9 11
2008 1,301 6 51 10 4
2009 1,127 5 59 8 12
2010 1,268 4 64 11 11
2011 1,195 5 79 10 6
2012 1,251 3 59 7 8
2013 1,083 5 91 7 6

12,403 41 605 80 77

* Note: The actions taken reflect all series 100 calls, not just structure fires (codes 111-118)
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The above graph illustrates the trend within the reported fires. Overall, all fires are decreasing in accordance with
national trends, however, specifically structure fires appear to be remaining constant.

Conclusions/Limitations: The results found in this report are dependent on the quality of documentation by field
personnel. In past reviews, it has been found that certain elements within the incident report are documented with more
reliability than others. Specifically as it relates to the actions taken, it has been found that more specific information is
documented in the narrative potentially underreporting some actions. In this review the fields were queried and the
narratives were not reviewed to determine if items were coded appropriately. As documentation improves, additional
studies may reflect higher occurrences of the actions taken highlighted in this report.
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